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Fisher killed in
crocodile attack
in Sundarbans

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

A fisherman was Kkilled in a crocodile
attack in the Sundarbans on Tuesday.
His body was recovered that night, nearly
seven hours later.

The deceased is Subrata Mondol, 32,
from Dhangmari village in Khulna’s
Dacope upazila.

The incident occurred around 3:30pm
in the Karamjal canal under Chandpai
range of the Sundarbans East Forest
Division, locals said.

Subrata and other fishermen were
returning after catching crabs through
the canal when he was attacked. The
crocodile dragged him underwater, and
he went missing.

Villagers retrieved his body around
10:30pm from the Gajalmari area of the
canal after hours of searching, said Israfil
Boyati, a resident of Dhangmari village
who joined the rescuing effort.

Subrata and the others had
entered the forest with permission
from Dhangmari station of the
forest division, according to forest
department sources.

Howlader Azad Kabir, officer-
in-charge of the Karamjal Wildlife
Breeding Centre, said, “The victim’s
family took his body home at night.
Since he entered the forest with
permission, his family is entitled to
government compensation.”

Lightning strike
Kkills couple in
Kurigram

UNB, Kurigram

A couple was Kkilled in a lightning
strike in Saheber Alga village under
Kurigram'’s Ulipur upazila on Tuesday
night.

The deceased were identified as
Jahangir Hossain, 42, a farmer, and his
wife Rubi Begum, 35.

The two were hit by lightning near
their home around 7:30pm, Md Zillur
Rahman, officer-in-charge of Ulipur
Police Station, said quoting locals.

They died on the spot, he added.

Flashiloods likely
in seven districts

-

People wading through floodwaters in Jhenaigati of
Sherpur.

UNB, Dhaka

FILE PHOTO

Farmers float paddy seedlings on tidal waters to carry them to the fields for planting, a method that reduces physical labour.

The photo was taken at Chak Shailmari village in Batiaghata upazila of Khulna yesterday.

PIROJPUR’S NAZIRPUR
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Damaged bridge leaves

KM HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

Hundreds of commuters in Pirojpur’s
Nazirpur upazila have been suffering for
the past two months as an iron bridge that
partially collapsed is yet to be repaired.

The bridge, built over the Eider canal
on the Annesa-Kalardoania Bazar road at
Uttar Dirgha village more than 20 years
ago, had been in a vulnerable condition
for nearly eight years. One side recently
collapsed, making it almost unusable.

Every day, over 2,000 people from
Dirgha and Kalardoania unions depend
on the road to travel to neighbouring
Nesarabad upazila, while others from
adjoining areas also use it.

Auto-rickshaw driver Mohammad
Ibrahim said the bridge had been
damaged repeatedly over the years.

“We used to repair it from our
own earnings. But (wo months ago,
it collapsed badly on the Annesa side,
which is beyond our capacity to repair,”

hundreds stranded
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Kamrunnahar said it was nearly
impossible for them to cross the bridge,
especially while carrying goods.

Locals said only a concrete bridge
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could solve their problem.

Nazirpur UNO Sajia Sahnaj Tama said
they were aware of the situation. “The
bridge will be repaired soon through a
local project,” she added.

INT’L COFFEE DAY
Collee cultivation
gains ground in
Moulvibazar

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar
Coffee cultivation in Moulvibazar is showing
renewed promise after making a gradual
comeback through government initiatives and
growing interest among farmers.

During the British era, coffee was cultivated
alongside tea in several gardens across the hilly
region. Finlay Company once operated a large
coffee garden and processing facility in Jagchhara
and Sonachhara tea estates.

However, with the rise in demand for tea, coffee
cultivation was phased out around 1985-86.

In recent years, the Department of Agricultural
Extension (DAE) in Moulvibazar has launched
initiatives to promote coffee, including free

distribution of Arabica and Robusta
~———___ seedlings and technical training
o ~_ for farmers across different

. upazilas.
' “Coffee cultivation
_is growing steadily in
. the district. Many are
cultivating coffee on
| fallow lands and in mixed
fruit  gardens. We've
already sent proposals
to higher authorities for
expanding this sector,”
said Nilufar Yasmin Monalisa
— Sweety, additional deputy

director of Moulvibazar DAE.

Atpresent, plantationsare thrivingin Akbarpur,
Srimangal, Rajnagar and parts of Moulvibazar
Sadar upazila, with farmers reporting satisfactory
yields and growing profits.

Abdul Mannan, a farmer from Akbarpur,
said he earned good profits from selling beans
harvested from around 1,800 trees.

In Doluchhara village under Srimangal upazila,
Md Atar Ali planted 300 coffee trees and earned
Tk 25,000 from his third harvest.

Even tea estates are now turning towards
coffee.

At Uttarbagh Tea Garden in Rajnagar, 3,000
coffee saplings have been planted in a new plot.
“We're getting support from the Agricultural
Research Institute and DAE,” said Md Lokman
Chowdhury, senior manager of the estate.

Officials and experts say the region’s climate
and topography are highly favourable for
production.

“If cultivated properly, Moulvibazar can emerge
as the country’s top coffee-producing region
within the next few years,” said Sukalpa Das, a
former agriculturist in the district.
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introduced some positive
measures, he noted
that it still has many
shortcomings.

He stressed that tackling
five key risk factors --
speeding, not  wearing
standard helmets, not using
seatbelts, driving under the
influence, and lack of child
restraints -- along with
adopting the Safe System

Approach, could make
roads truly safe.
For this, he said, a

separate Road Safety Law is
urgently needed.

Nischa also demanded

Prioritise road safety

Flashfloods are likely to hit seven districts as major
rivers continue swelling due to heavy to very heavy
rainfall in Dhaka, Chattogram and Rajshahi divisions
of Bangladesh, as well as in upstream regions of India’s
Tripura and Assam states.

Thesevendistrictsare Feni, Chattogram, Lalmonirhat,
Nilphamari, Sherpur, Netrakona and Mymensingh,
according to the Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre
(FFWC) of the Water Development Board.

FFWC yesterday warned that water levels in the
Gomti, Muhuri, Selonia and Feni rivers in Chattogram
division have risen over the preceding 24 hours and are
expected to keep increasing over the next three days.

In Rangpur division, water levels in the Dharla,
Dudhkumar, and Teesta may rise within the next three
days, while the Teesta may reach the warning level,
temporarily flooding low-lying areas of Lalmonirhat
and Nilphamari.

In Mymensingh region, the Kangsha, Someshwari,
and Bhugai rivers are likely to swell in the next three
days, potentially flowing at warning level in Sherpur,
Mymensingh and Netrakona districts, causing
temporary inundation of surrounding low-lying areas.

The FFWC also noted that coastal rivers in Barishal,
Khulna and Chattogram divisions are experiencing
higher-than-normal tides, a situation expected to
persist for the next three days.
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Chaotic crowding
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each passenger, the
number goes to around
4,000,” said Executive
Director SM Ragib Samad.

“Even after security
officials drop co-
passengers or visitors off
from the car, they enter
into the canopy area using
the wrong side. Now tell
me, from which side will
you check the visitors?
We cannot deploy force to
control each person,” he
told The Daily Star.

“We are continuously
giving  announcements
through loudspeakers
that not more than two
persons will be allowed
inside the canopy area.
But no one is paying heed.
When people don’t listen,

Playground lost
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There’s space at the Darus
Salam  Zone  Assistant
Commissioner’s office
nearby -- they should keep
the cars there. Why in our
field?”

Contacted, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Mirpur division) Maksudur
Rahman  said, “These
vehicles are not police
property; they are case
exhibits. Exhibits are a
matter for the court.”

“We're forced to put
these cars here because
our police station building
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