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Security personnel guard the entrance to Ramesu Bazar in Khagrachhari. Hardly anyone was seen yesterday at 
the bazar devastated by the violence on Sunday. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

Social bonds slow ageing
INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Strong and sustained supportive relationships over a lifetime can 
lower inflammation and slow down biological ageing, according 
to a new study.

Such relationships and engagement in community life may 
“reset” the body’s internal clocks to lower the person’s biological 
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Economic recovery 
at risk from tariffs, 

inflation: ADB
Manila-based lender expects a lift from 

public consumption ahead of polls
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh’s growth 
prospects face headwinds 
from global trade shocks, 
persistent inflation, and 
domestic financial sector 
fragilities, the Asian 
Development Bank has 
warned, even as the economy 
is expected to expand 
moderately in the current 
fiscal year.

In its Asian Development 
Outlook published yesterday, 
the Manila-based lender projected Bangladesh’s GDP to grow 5 
percent in FY26, slightly lower than its April forecast.

“Trade uncertainty arising from new US tariffs and potential 
disruption from geopolitical tensions could hinder export growth,” 
the ADB said. It added that “poor implementation of the new managed 
float exchange rate policy could worsen external imbalances”. 

It also warned that “higher election-related spending and 
unsterilised liquidity support to weak banks may raise inflation 
and pressures in the foreign exchange market while weakening 

ADB forecasts 5% GDP 
growth in FY26

Consumption before 
election will be main 
growth drive

Inflation projected to 
remain at 8%
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IMF wants 
banking sector, 
NBR reforms 
before polls
Says finance adviser

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Monetary Fund 
has urged the interim government 
to complete key economic reforms -- 
including in the banking sector and the 
National Board of Revenue -- before the 
upcoming national election.

“You have three 
to three-and-a-half 
months left -- use 
this time to push 
through as many 
reforms as you 
can. If a political 
government doesn’t 
do it, it will be 
difficult,” Finance 
Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed told reporters 
yesterday, quoting the IMF chief.

The IMF made the call during a phone 
conversation between its Managing 
Director Kristalina Georgieva and 
Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus on 
September 16.  

The IMF’s reform agenda includes 
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Little headway 
made in stolen 
arms recovery

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN and DIPAN NANDY

It has been over a month since the government announced hefty 
rewards for tip-offs on firearms looted during last year’s mass 
uprising, but recovery efforts made negligible progress.

Since the rewards declaration, only 25 firearms and 190 rounds of 
ammunition were recovered. 

Police Headquarters (PHQ) shows that 5,763 firearms and 6,52,008 
rounds of ammunition, including bullets, teargas shells, gas and 
smoke grenades, were looted from stations and outposts across the 
country in July and August 2024. 

And the whereabouts of 1,350 weapons and over 2,57,659 rounds 
of ammunition remain unknown as of September 30. 

When Home Adviser Lt 
Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam 
Chowdhury first announced 
the rewards on August 10, 
the number of missing arms 
was 1,375 and ammunition 
2,57,849. 

According to the ministry 
declaration, Tk 5 lakh was 
promised for the recovery of 
every light machine gun, Tk 
1.5 lakh for a sub-machine gun, Tk 1 lakh for a rifle, Tk 50,000 for a 
pistol or shotgun, and Tk 500 for every bullet.

Khondokar Rafiqul Islam, additional inspector general (crime 
and operations) at the PHQ, told The Daily Star on September 25, 
“There is no immediate solution. These weapons have already gone 
to different hands, and it will take time to track them down. 

“In the early days, we recovered a significant number... but it is 
unrealistic to think all of them can be recovered quickly.” 

Police have interrogated suspects, conducted waterbody searches, 
and carried out routine drives. Yet, recovery remains stalled. 

“We see a lack of cooperation even after declaration of reward,” 
said a top police official, requesting anonymity.

Among the unrecovered weapons are rifles, sub-machine guns, 
light machine guns, pistols of various calibres, shotguns, gas guns, 
and teargas launchers. Officials fear many have been sold to criminal 
groups, while others may have been dumped into rivers.

Yesterday, IGP Baharul Alam said the police are yet to determine 

The whereabouts of 
1,350 weapons and 

over 2,57,659 rounds 
of ammunition 

remain unknown as 
of September 30.
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Lifting ban on 
AL activities  
a possibility
Yunus tells journalist 
Mehdi Hasan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus 
has said that the Awami League’s 
activities are suspended for the time 
being and “anytime it will be open”.

“They [Awami League] remain valid as 
a party, but activities for the time being 
are suspended. Anytime it will be open,” 
he said in a recent interview with news 
organisation Zeteo on the sidelines of the 
UN General Assembly in New York.

Asked by Zeteo’s Mehdi Hasan 
whether he meant that AL’s activities 
could be “unsuspended”, Yunus said, 
“That’s a possibility.”

The chief adviser also said Amartya 
Sen and others’ criticisms about the 
action against the AL are wrong because 
the interim government has not banned 
the party, which was ousted through the 
July uprising.

Asked how banning a group from 
contesting polls could be democratic, 
the chief adviser said the matter rests 
with the Election Commission, which 
considered the possibilities and the 
characteristics of the party that may 
disrupt the whole election.

“So, they [EC] thought it’s better not 
to...,” he said.

When Mehdi said the AL has millions 
of supporters in Bangladesh, Yunus 
said, “I wouldn’t say millions. They have 
supporters, but I don’t know how many 
[are] left.”

The chief adviser added that bowing 
to a group just because it is powerful 
does not mean supporting it.

He alleged that the Awami League is 
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