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Stronger laws
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plants, brick kilns, solid 
waste, road dust, and 
transport. Household 
combustion accounts for the 
highest share at 28 percent, 
transport the lowest at 4 
percent, while brick kilns 
contribute 13 percent.

A report by Center for 
Research on Energy and 
Clean Air (2025) found air 
pollution causes 102,456 
deaths annually, 9,485 
premature births and 
696,389 underweight 
babies.

Dr Sampriti Islam, 
assistant professor at 
Bangladesh Medical 
University, said polluted air 
carries ultrafine particles 
that enter the bloodstream 
and cause multiple health 
complications. 

DoE Director Ziaul 
Haque said, “Due to a lack 
of coordination among 
ministries, it is not possible 
to prevent air pollution.”

Firoz Haider Khan, 
president of the Bangladesh 
Brick Manufacturers 
Association, said, “Shutting 
kilns alone won’t ensure 
clean air, as garbage dumps 
and stinking areas remain.” 

AHM Shafiquzzaman, 
president of Consumer 
Association of Bangladesh 
President, said outdated 
vehicles pose a “silent 
threat” to public health. 

Naznin Hossain, director 
(enforcement) of BRTA, 
said it had dumped 1,100 
vehicles, filed 18,000 cases, 
and imposed Tk 10 crore in 
fines from January to July.

Taslima Islam, chief 
executive at Bela, said poor 
enforcement, manpower 
shortages, and overlapping 
jurisdictions worsen the 
crisis. “We need a holistic 
approach to tackle pollution.”

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, COX’S BAZAR

The intensive care unit at the 250-bed 
Cox’s Bazar Sadar Hospital is now running at 
limited capacity due to strained funding and 
shortage of manpower.

The hospital originally had no ICU facility 
in its organogram. During the pandemic, 
UNHCR and WHO helped establish the unit 
in June 2020 under a project, equipping it 
with 18 modern ICU beds, syringe pumps, 
PEEP machines, CPAP machines, portable 
ultrasound and X-ray machines, and adequate 
medicines.

Initially, the ICU had 14 doctors, 24 nurses 
and other staffers. Later, 20 more beds 
were added, while staff strength rose to 125, 
including 26 doctors and 29 nurses.

Until June 2022, the unit remained fully 
operational. From July that year, the number 
of beds was reduced to 10. With financial 
support from the IOM, 10 doctors and 26 
nurses continued to serve. 

The project was scheduled to end in June 
2024 but was extended until September that 

year at the hospital’s request. 
After the funding stopped, most doctors 

and nurses gradually left, leaving the ICU 
functional with limited resources.

At present, the ICU is operating with only 
six beds, seven doctors and 16 nurses. 

Four doctors from the project are serving 
without pay, while three others have been 
assigned from the hospital’s revenue stream 
to keep the facility running for the past three 
months, said Dr Kafil Uddin Abbas, in-charge 

of the ICU.
With no active project funding now, 

medicine and manpower provided by the 
government are keeping the unit running, 
but none of the staff receive salaries. 

Many nurses and staff have left due to 
unpaid wages. 

Some equipment, including portable X-ray 
and ultrasound machines, remains non-
functional due to lack of maintenance.

Hospital superintendent Dr Moung Ting 
Neo said, “Through different sources of 
medicine and manpower, we have kept the ICU 
services running. Soon, with support from the 
World Bank and IOM, a fully functional 10-bed 
ICU will become operational. Recruitment 
and other preparations are ongoing.”

“Cox’s Bazar has around 3 million residents 
and 1.5 million Rohingya refugees. Thousands 
of tourists also visit each year. Given these 
numbers, a hospital capable of providing 
advanced medical care is crucial. Without a 
modern facility, patients would have to travel at 
least six hours to Chattogram, which is extremely 
risky for critically ill patients,” he added.

COX’S BAZAR SADAR HOSPITAL

ICU limps on amid fund, staff crisis

Punish rapists
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The citizens expressed 
concern that the home 
adviser had neither visited 
the violence site nor taken 
action, instead advising the 
indigenous community to 
remain calm, which they 
described as “shirking 
responsibility”.

They said decades of 
discrimination against 
indigenous communities 
in the CHT remain 
unaddressed, and basic 
security continues to be 
denied despite the stated 
goals of the interim 
government.

The statement placed 
five demands: arrest 
and punishment of rape 
suspects and perpetrators 
of violence; a transparent 
judicial probe into the 
rape, killings, and arson, 
alongside a commission 
to probe excessive force 
by law enforcement; 
protection and 
compensation for victims 
and families; medical and 
rehabilitation support; 
and a review of CHT policy 
through a political process 
involving the army, 
ministries, indigenous 
representatives, experts, 
and civil society to develop 
short, medium, and 
long-term strategies for 
sustainable peace.

Signatories include 
economist Prof Anu 
Muhammad, rights 
activists Sultana Kamal and 
Nur Khan, TIB Executive 
Director Iftekharuzzaman, 
former adviser Rasheda K 
Choudhury, lawyer ZI Khan 
Panna, ALRD Executive 
Director Shamsul Huda, 
and writer Rehenuma 
Ahmed.

In another statement, 
41 eminent citizens also 
expressed shock over 
the incidents and violent 
clashes, saying at least 30 
indigenous people were 
injured, with allegations 
of excessive force by law 
enforcement.

Their demands 
largely echoed the first 
statement, including 
justice for the survivor, 
protection of victims, an 
independent inquiry into 
police action, punishment 
of perpetrators, 
compensation, ending 
“covert state support” to 
anti-indigenous groups, 
and ensuring the rights 
and dignity of indigenous 
people.

Signatories include 
photographer Shahidul 
Alam, journalist Saydia 
Gulrukh, musician Bithi 
Ghosh, writer Firoz Ahmed, 
Dhaka University teachers 

Samina Luthfa, Moshahida 
Sultana, Rushad Faridi, 
and Tasneem Mahboob, 
and lawyers Barrister Sara 
Hossain and Manzur Al 
Matin.

Meanwhile, the 
Chittagong Hill 
Tracts Peace Accord 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
Movement held a rally 
at Shahbagh in Dhaka, 
demanding swift trial 
of the perpetrators, 
protection for the survivor, 
compensation for victims, 
and full implementation of 
the CHT Peace Accord.

Speakers included BSD 
leader Bazlur Rashid Firoz, 
Dhaka University Prof 
Khairul Islam Chowdhury, 
and student leader 
Numongpru Marma.

According to the 
statement, these 
incidents reveal a 
recurring pattern 

of looting and 
arson of indigenous 
homes, and killings 

of indigenous 
people by law 
enforcement, 

while perpetrators 
from the settler 

community face no 
action.

Nosimons, vans, battery-run autorickshaws and other locally made vehicles ply the highways and main roads around Rajshahi city. They 
often try to squeeze through small gaps between buses and trucks, but frequently end up in accidents. Despite repeated warnings from the 
authorities, the owners of these vehicles refuse to comply. The photo was taken from the Mohonpur area recently. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN
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