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Jubo Dal leader 
hacked to death
UNB, Bogura

A ward level leader of Jubo Dal was hacked to 
death in Kahaloo upazila of Bogura yesterday.

The incident occurred around 2:00pm at 
UttarPara of Magura village, said police.

The deceased is Rahul Sarker, 35, organising 
secretary of ward-13 of Bogura city Jubo Dal, said 
Wasim Reza, its publicity secretary.

Inspector (investigation) of Kahaloo Police 
Station Mahbubur Rahman said Rahul went to 
UttarPara village to fish in a pond. Suddenly, a group 
of assailants armed with sharp weapons attacked 
him, leaving him dead on the spot, the official said.

Police recovered the body and sent it to 
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman Medical College morgue 
for autopsy, he said, suspecting that personal 
disputes led to the killing.

Demand soars 
for traditional 
‘pera sandesh’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Pera sandesh, a traditional sweetmeat from 
Mymensingh region, is witnessing soaring 
demand during Durga Puja.

“Pera, which is mainly used as a ‘bhog’ item 
(offerings made during puja) round the year, is 
made by solidifying sweetened cow milk. The sale 
is good amid Durga Puja festivities,” said Pritam 

Sarker, proprietor of Loknath Mistanno 
Bhandar of Mymensingh city.

As devotees from the city and 
beyond throng different mandaps, 
many buy this traditional sweet 
to make offerings.

However, like many other 
traditional sweets, pera sandesh 

is struggling in the competitive 
market despite its cultural 

importance and rich history, said 
Porimol Sarker, 80. He said due to 

rising ingredient prices, the cost of pera has 
also increased. It is now sold at Tk 500-600 per  kilo. 

Makers also said over the past four decades, 
it has lost much of its appeal, with the younger 
generation largely unfamiliar with it. 

Many still buy it as a gift for loved ones, said 
Sabita Rani Karmakar, 55, a schoolteacher.

A man sells helmets for Tk 100-500 on the roadside, hoping to help motorcyclists comply with traffic rules if 
they lose their helmet or need an extra one for a passenger. Uniquely, he runs his shop without occupying the 
footpath or inconveniencing pedestrians. The photo was taken on Mirpur Road yesterday. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Dozens of diagnostic centres have 
sprung up in different markets and 
neighbourhoods of Galachipa upazila 
in Patuakhali, many of them operating 
without approval or licence renewal for 
years.

One such facility, Kajol Rekha 
Diagnostic Centre, is housed on the 
ground floor of a building in Closure 
Bazar of Char Biswas union, bordering 
Char Kajal. A large signboard bears 
the name along with two doctors who 
reportedly visit twice a week. But no 
equipment, technologists, or approval 
documents were found at the centre. 

Similar unauthorised centres have 
been found in rural markets, including 
Family Care Diagnostic Centre in 
Kharijjama Bazar, Islamiya Diagnostic 
Centre at Bokulbariya crossroads, 
and Katakhali Diagnostic Centre in 
Ratanaditaltoli union. 

According to Galachipa upazila 
health department, 33 centres have so 

far been listed. While some obtained 
initial approvals, most failed to renew 
their licences between 2021-22 and 
2023-24. 

Following pressure, 18 centres have 
recently applied for renewal. At least 
three have no approval at all, while 
several others remain unlisted.

Owner Kajol Rekha admitted she 
was unaware of the rules. “I don’t have 
any machines. The doctors bring their 
equipment when they visit. If they stop 
coming, I will close the centre,” she said.

A centre owner, requesting 
anonymity, alleged that inspection 
teams are often “managed,” allowing 
many to continue without renewal.

Galachipa Upazila Health and Family 
Planning Officer Dr Mejbah Uddin said 
every centre must renew their approval 
papers annually.

Contacted, Patuakhali Civil Surgeon 
Dr Mohammad Khaledur Rahman 
Miah warned that centres failing to 
comply will face legal action.
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Unlicensed diagnostic centres 
mushroom in Galachipa

Stronger laws, coordination 
vital to curb air pollution
Speakers tell Bela public hearing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Strict enforcement of laws and better 
coordination among ministries are 
essential to deal with air pollution in the 
capital, said speakers at a public hearing 
yesterday.

The hearing, titled “Measures to 
Prevent Air Pollution”, was organised by 

the Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers 
Association (Bela) at the Shailaprapat 
Auditorium in Dhaka.

Speakers said according to the 
Bangladesh National Air Quality 
Management Plan 2024–2030, six 
sectors contribute to PM2.5 pollution in 
Dhaka: household combustion, power 
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Netrakona locals 
trapped between 
outages, ghost bills
JAYDUL ISLAM, Netrakona

Frequent load-shedding and “ghost bills” have left 
Netrakona residents struggling to cope in the sweltering 
heat. From sleepless nights to sick livestock, the crisis has 
hit the district’s rural areas the hardest.

In villages across Netrakona’s 10 upazilas, electricity 
supply barely lasts four to five hours a day, sometimes 
even less, according to locals.

“We get four to five hours of electricity throughout 
the day. At night, we rely on candles and hand fans,” said 
Kharnai union chairman Obidul Haque.

Saiful Arif Jewel, a journalist from Mohanganj, said, 
“Last night, we didn’t even have three hours of electricity. 
My children couldn’t sleep.”

The crisis has also affected livelihoods. “Cows become 
agitated in the heat. We fetch water from the pond to cool 
them,” said Mahmudul Hasan Fahim, a dairy farmer from 
Amtala.

Traders reported losses due to prolonged outages. 
Schools and nurseries are also struggling. 

Roman Khan, a Kendua resident and nursery school 
director, said children’s education is being severely 
disrupted by frequent load-shedding.

Locals also complained of receiving inflated monthly 
bills despite the inadequate power supply.

“No one seems to care about Khaliajuri, and rural 
people can’t even raise their voices,” said Niramay Sarkar, 
a bank official from Shyampur village.

Netrakona Palli Bidyut Samiti General Manager Md 
Akram Hossain said the district’s peak demand is 157MW, 
but only 60-66MW is being supplied. Around 40,000 
meters across the district are faulty, worsening billing chaos.

In Kendua upazila, the worst-hit area, power supply is 
less than half the demand. “Against 21MW demand, we get 
only 10-11MW. We had to shut down four of nine feeders,” 
said Deputy General Manager Md Omar Faruk, adding 
that nearly 8,000 faulty meters are awaiting replacement.

Authorities said the power crisis stems from reduced 
production at the Mymensingh Maona power station.


