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Netrakona locals
trapped between
outages, ghost bills

JAYDUL ISLAM, Netrakona

Frequenl load-shedding and “ghost bills” have left
Netrakona residents struggling to cope in the sweltering
heat. From sleepless nights to sick livestock, the crisis has
hit the district’s rural areas the hardest.

In villages across Netrakona’s 10 upazilas, electricity
supply barely lasts four to five hours a day, sometimes
even less, according to locals.

“We get four to five hours of electricity throughout
the day. At night, we rely on candles and hand fans,” said
Kharnai union chairman Obidul Haque.

Saiful Arif Jewel, a journalist from Mohanganj, said,
“Last night, we didn’t even have three hours of electricity.
My children couldn’t sleep.”

The crisis has also affected livelihoods. “Cows become
agitated in the heat. We fetch water from the pond to cool
them,” said Mahmudul Hasan Fahim, a dairy farmer from
Amtala.

Traders reported losses due to prolonged outages.
Schools and nurseries are also struggling.

Roman Khan, a Kendua resident and nursery school
director, said children’s education is being severely
disrupted by frequent load-shedding.

Locals also complained of receiving inflated monthly
bills despite the inadequate power supply.

“No one seems (o care about Khaliajuri, and rural
people can’t even raise their voices,” said Niramay Sarkar,
a bank official from Shyampur village.

Netrakona Palli Bidyut Samiti General Manager Md
Akram Hossain said the district’s peak demand is 157MW,
but only 60-66MW is being supplied. Around 40,000
meters across the district are faulty, worsening billing chaos.

In Kendua upazila, the worst-hit area, power supply is
less than half the demand. “Against 2IMW demand, we get
only 10-1IMW. We had to shut down four of nine feeders,”
said Deputy General Manager Md Omar Faruk, adding
that nearly 8,000 faulty meters are awaiting replacement.

Authorities said the power crisis stems from reduced
production at the Mymensingh Maona power station.

Stronger laws, coordination
vital to curb air pollution

A man sells helmets for Tk 100-500 on the roadside, hoping to help motorcyclists comply with traffic rules if
they lose their helmet or need an extra one for a passenger. Uniquely, he runs his shop without occupying the
footpath or inconveniencing pedestrians. The photo was taken on Mirpur Road yesterday.

Unlicensed diagnostic centres
mushroom in Galachipa

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali
Dozens of diagnostic centres have
sprung up in different markets and
neighbourhoods of Galachipa upazila
in Patuakhali, many of them operating
without approval or licence renewal for
years.

One such facility, Kajol Rekha
Diagnostic Centre, is housed on the
ground floor of a building in Closure
Bazar of Char Biswas union, bordering
Char Kajal. A large signboard bears
the name along with two doctors who
reportedly visit twice a week. But no
equipment, technologists, or approval
documents were found at the centre.

Similar unauthorised centres have
been found in rural markets, including
Family Care Diagnostic Centre in
Kharijjama Bazar, Islamiya Diagnostic
Centre at Bokulbariya crossroads,
and Katakhali Diagnostic Centre in
Ratanaditaltoli union.

According to Galachipa upazila
health department, 33 centres have so
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far been listed. While some obtained
initial approvals, most failed to renew
their licences between 2021-22 and
2023-24.

Following pressure, 18 centres have
recently applied for renewal. At least
three have no approval at all, while
several others remain unlisted.

Owner Kajol Rekha admitted she
was unaware of the rules. “I don’t have
any machines. The doctors bring their
equipment when they visit. If they stop
coming, [ will close the centre,” she said.

A centre owner, requesting
anonymity, alleged that inspection
teams are often “managed,” allowing
many to continue without renewal.

Galachipa Upazila Health and Family
Planning Officer Dr Mejbah Uddin said
every centre must renew their approval
papers annually.

Contacted, Patuakhali Civil Surgeon
Dr Mohammad Khaledur Rahman
Miah warned that centres failing to
comply will face legal action.
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Demand soars
for traditional
‘pera sandesh’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Pera sandesh, a traditional sweetmeat from
Mymensingh region, is witnessing soaring
demand during Durga Puja.

“Pera, which is mainly used as a ‘bhog’ item
(offerings made during puja) round the year, is
made by solidifying sweetened cow milk. The sale
is good amid Durga Puja festivities,” said Pritam

Sarker, proprietor of Loknath Mistanno
Bhandar of Mymensingh city.

As devotees from the city and

beyond throng different mandaps,

many buy this traditional sweet
to make offerings.

However, like many other
traditional sweets, pera sandesh
is struggling in the competitive

market despite its cultural
importance and rich history, said
Porimol Sarker, 80. He said due to

rising ingredient prices, the cost of pera has

also increased. It is now sold at Tk 500-600 per kilo.

Makers also said over the past four decades,
it has lost much of its appeal, with the younger
generation largely unfamiliar with it.

Many still buy it as a gift for loved ones, said
Sabita Rani Karmakar, 55, a schoolteacher.

Jubo Dal leader
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According to
upazila health
department, 33 hacked to death
centres have so
far been listed. UNB, Bogura
While some ettt ettt s
obtained initial A war_d level leader oi. Jubo Dal was hacked to
approvals, death 1n'Ka'ha100 upazila of Bogura yesterday.
. The incident occurred around 2:00pm at
most failed U s ) )
ttarPara of Magura village, said police.
. t(.) renew The deceased is Rahul Sarker, 35, organising
their licences secretary of ward-13 of Bogura city Jubo Dal, said
between Wasim Reza, its publicity secretary.
2021-22 and Inspector (investigation) of Kahaloo Police
2023-24. Station Mahbubur Rahman said Rahul went to

UttarPara village to fish in a pond. Suddenly, a group
of assailants armed with sharp weapons attacked
him, leaving him dead on the spot, the official said.

Police recovered the body and sent it to
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman Medical College morgue
for autopsy, he said, suspecting that personal
disputes led to the killing.

Job Vacancy Announcement

Speakers tell Bela public hearing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Strict enforcement of laws and better
coordination among ministries are
essential to deal with air pollution in the
capital, said speakers at a public hearing
yesterday.

The hearing, titled “Measures to

the Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association (Bela) at the Shailaprapat
Auditorium in Dhaka.

Speakers said according to the
Bangladesh ~ National Air  Quality
Management Plan 2024-2030, six

sectors contribute to PM2.5 pollution in
Dhaka: household combustion, power

Embassy of Brazil in Dhaka is seeking application for the

following post:

Agriculture Technical Assistant

Bachelor’s degree is required from accredited university in

the field of agriculture, wveterinary,

international relations.
agribusiness s

mandatory. Strong

economics,

Previous work experience in
expertise  of

agribusiness and foreign trade; Knowledge of Brazilian
agribusiness; Strong communication skills in Bangla and

English; Strong computer skills are required.

Prevent Air Pollution”, was organised by

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1
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POWER GRID BANGLADESH PLC

{An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)

Only Electronic application will be accepted from October
01st to October 15th 2025 (until 11.59 pm). To apply follow
instruction
http://daca.itamaraty.gov.br

given on the Embassy website:

Grid Bhaban, Avenue-3, Jahurul Islam City, Aftabnagar, Badda, Dhaka-1212
AT #8- 39.%,0000,4B%,09,.050, 3¢ -24/08 & o¢
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ID Reference Title of Works i
1158270 27.21.0000.649.07.031.25- Annual deadline checking works of

Bhulta-Ashuganj 400 kV transmission line
under Bhulta 400/230 kV Grid Sub-station. |
Annual maintenance works of 230 KV EII'Id |
400 kV bays of Bhulta 400/230 kV Grid
Sub-Station.
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Price Sensitive Information

The approved instrument

e’

M Mahbubur Rahman FCS
Company Secretary

With reference to our earlier Price Sensitive Information disseminated on
04 June 2025 regarding the “BRAC Bank Social Subordinated Bond”, we
are pleased to inform that the Bangladesh Securities and Exchange
Commission (BSEC) has accorded its consent for issuance of the Bond.

is a Non-Convertible,
Redeemable, Coupon-Bearing, Floating Rate, Social Subordinated Bond of
up to BDT 1,000 Crore (Taka One Thousand Crore only), with a tenure of
seven (07) years, to be issued through private placement. Proceeds from the
Bond will be utilized to strengthen the bank’s Tier-l capital under Basel-lll as
well as to reinforce its long-standing commitment to social development.

September 30, 2025

2 BRAC BANK
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INVITATION FOR TENDER

Pubali Bank PLC., the largest private commercial Bank in Bangladesh is hereby
inviting sealed Tenders from the eligible Tenderers, who can participate in any of
the following tenders, but in separate envelope as defined in the tender
documents of the under mentioned works as per terms & conditions stated below:

1. Civil, Electrical & Networking works at proposed premises (Baitul Hossain
Building, 1st & 2nd floor, 27 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000) of our Islamic
Banking Wing, Head Office, Dhaka.

2. Civil, Electrical & Networking warks at proposed premises (1st floor) of
Gorai Branch (New), Tangail.

3. Procurement of 02 (Two) units Reconditioned TOYOTA AQUA (Hybrid)
Cars (S-package, Model-2020/2021).

Please visit our web site, https:/fwww.pubalibangla.com/tender.aspx for details.
Interested Parties may purchase their Tender document by 09 October, 2025 for
sl. no. 01 & 02 duly filled up all requirements at office hour and submit their offer
in the Tender Box by 12 October, 2025 (before 11.00 A.M) & for sl. no. 03 sealed
quotation must be submitted in bidder's own pad on or before 12 October, 2025
during office hour by 11.00 A.M. All tenders will be opened on 12 October, 2025
at 11:30 A.M.

fa

Md. Kamruzzaman
General Manager & Division Head

@]ﬁl ﬂ“nﬂi ﬁﬂ[__"rﬂ Establishment & General Services Division
PUBALI BANK PLC. Head Office, 26 Dilkusha CfA, Dhaka-1000
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