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Gunman kills 
four in attack 
on US church
AFP, Grand Blanc

A man opened fire in 
a Mormon church in 
Michigan and set the 
building ablaze on Sunday, 
killing at least four people 
in the latest deadly tragedy 
that US President Donald 
Trump called part of a 
national “epidemic of 
violence.”

Police in the northern US 
state said the shooter first 
rammed the church with 
his vehicle before opening 
fire with an assault rifle, 
and then set the building 
on fire.

The attacker was killed 
by police in the parking lot 
eight minutes after the first 
emergency call came in, 
Grand Blanc Police Chie.

The shooter has been 
identified as Thomas Jacob 
Sanford, aged 40. US media 
reports said he had grown 
up in the area and was a 
military veteran.

Communications 
blackout hits 
Afghanistan
AFP, Islamabad

A huge communications blackout hit Afghanistan 
yesterday, weeks after Taliban authorities began severing 
fibre optic connections in multiple provinces to prevent 
“vice”.

AFP lost mobile phone contact with its bureau in the 
capital Kabul around 6:15 pm (1315 GMT), as well as with 
journalists in the cities of Herat and Kandahar.

“A nation-wide telecoms blackout is now in effect,” 
said Netblocks, a watchdog organisation that monitors 
cybersecurity and internet governance.

“We’re now observing national connectivity at 14 
percent of ordinary levels.”

The watchdog said the incident “appears consistent 
with the intentional disconnection of service”.

Afghanistan’s Taliban authorities began the crackdown 
on internet access earlier this month, effectively shuting 
down high-speed internet in several regions.

Over the past several weeks, internet connections have 
been extremely slow or intermittent.

Telephone services are often routed over the internet, 
sharing the same fibre lines, especially in countries with 
limited telecoms infrastructure.

“Physically pulling the plug on fibre internet would 
therefore also shut down mobile and fixed-line telephone 
services,” Netblocks told AFP.
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Ukraine could get nod to ‘hit 
deep’ into Russia

Says US envoy amid intensifying fighting

AFP, Washington

US President Donald Trump’s 
envoy Keith Kellogg has floated 
the possibility of long-range 
strikes by Ukraine against 
Russia with American weapons, 
following the administration’s 
recent pivot on the conflict.

In a Fox News interview 
broadcast on Sunday, Kellogg 
was asked whether Trump had 
authorized strikes deep into 
Russian territory -- days after 
Moscow was accused of sending 
fighter jets and drones that 
violated the airspace of several 
European nations.

“Reading what (Trump) has 
said and reading what Vice 
President (JD) Vance has said, as 
well as (Secretary of State Marco) 
Rubio, the answer is yes,” he said.

“Use the ability to hit deep. 
There are no such things as 

sanctuaries.”
Vice president Vance said in 

a separate Fox News program 
on Sunday the US was having 
“conversations” on whether 
to give long-range Tomahawk 
cruise missiles to Kyiv, a request 
Trump has previously denied.

“It’s something that the 
president is going to make the 

final determination on,” Vance 
said, referring to the missiles, 
adding that the US was “looking 
at a number of requests from the 
Europeans.”

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov said in a press briefing 
on Monday that there was “no 
panacea that can change the 
situation on the front for the 

Kyiv regime.”
“There’s no magic weapon. 

Whether it’s Tomahawks or 
other missiles, they won’t be able 
to change the dynamic.”

Trump said last week after 
meeting Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky that Kyiv 
was in a position, with the 
European Union’s help, to fight 
and win “all of Ukraine back in 
its original form.”

Russia annexed the Ukrainian 
Black Sea peninsula of Crimea 
after an operation in 2014 and 
now controls regions in eastern 
and southern Ukraine following 
Moscow’s full-scale invasion in 
February 2022.

It marks a shift on Ukraine 
for Trump, who told Zelensky 
during a televised Oval Office 
bust-up in February that “you 
don’t have the cards” to beat 
Russia.


