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10,644 qualify
in 47th BCS

preliminary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 10,644
candidates have passed the
preliminary test of the 47th
Bangladesh Civil Service
preliminary examination.
Bangladesh Public
Service Commission
published the results last
night, said a press release.
The results and
relevant information
will be available on the
commission’s website or
on Teletalk Bangladesh
Limited’s website.

DEATH OF CHILD
Murder case filed,
aunt arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Shariatpur

Police have arrested the aunt of six-year-old Taiba,
whose body was recovered from a neighbour’s septic
tank in Shariatpur’s Vedarganj upazila two days after
she went missing.

Taiba’s father filed a case with Sakhipur Police Station
on Saturday, accusing several unidentified individuals.
That night, police detained her aunt Ayesha Akhter for
questioning, said OC Obaidul Haque of the station. Based
on her confessional statement, she was formally arrested
yesterday and produced before the court, he added.

Meanwhile, locals staged a sit-in in front of Sakhipur
Police Station demanding justice. Students from
Taiba’s school also formed a human chain on Sakhipur
Bazar road, seeking punishment for the accused.

Present:

In the Court of Metropolitan Senior Special Judge, Dhaka
Md. Sabbir Faiz
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Metropolitan Senior Special Judge, Dhaka

Permission Petition No. 948/2025

[Ref: G.R Case No. 74/2016, arising out of Motijheel P.S Case No.13,

dated 15.03.2016]

The Investigating Officer has submitted an application secking
confiscation of the illegally laundered amount of USD &8I
(Eighty-One) million transferred to Rizal Commercial Banking
Corporation (RCBC), Philippines.

Upon careful review of the evidence collected thus far in this
case, together with the Mutual Legal Assistance Request
(MLAR) received from the Republic of the Philippines, it has
been established beyond reasonable doubt that the hacker illicitly
transferred USD 81 million from the reserves of Bangladesh
Bank, maintained at the Federal Reserve Bank (FRB) of New
York, into accounts at Rizal Commercial Banking Corporation
(RCBC), Philippines.

It is evident that certain senior officials of RCBC, along with
Maia Santos Deguito, the branch manager of RCBC's Jupiter
Street Branch, and her associates, were complicit in the
commission of this offense by opening five fictitious bank
accounts. Through four of those accounts, the laundered funds
were illicitly funneled.

The Philippine courts have already convicted and sentenced the
culpable RCBC officials for their role in this crime, while the
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) (Philippine Central Bank) has
imposed substantial monetary penalties upon RCBC for its
liability in the matter. Furthermore, RCBC, acting on its own
accord, remitted approximately USD 68,000 to Bangladesh
Bank's FRB accounts on 16 February 2016, thereby expressly
acknowledging that the funds in question rightfully belonged to
Bangladesh Bank. This admission demonstrates RCBC's direct
involvement in money laundering activities.

In these circumstances, considering that the misappropriated
funds represent the hard-earned foreign currency reserves of the
people of Bangladesh, and that these funds were illicitly
siphoned through RCBC's accounts, it is imperative, in the
interest of justice, that this Court, under Sections 17(2) and 17(7)
of the Money Laundering Prevention Act, 2012 (as amended in
20135), issue an order for the confiscation of USD 81 million from
RCBC. Such confiscation is necessary to secure the repatriation
of the said funds to Bangladesh and to restore them to the public
treasury.

Accordingly, this Court, in exercise of the powers conferred
under Sections 17(2) and 17(7) of the Money Laundering
Prevention Act. 2012 (as amended in 2015), hereby orders the
confiscation of USD 81 (Eighty-One) million from Rizal
Commercial Banking Corporation (RCBC), Philippines.

The said amount, upon realization, shall be repatriated to
Bangladesh and deposited into the public treasury for the benefit
of the State.

Let a copy of this Order be transmitted to the relevant authorities
mentioned below for immediate execution and compliance.
Dictated and Corrected by me.

Sd/-
Metro. Senior Special
Judge. Dhaka.

Sd/-
(Md. Sabbir Faiz)
Metro. Senior Special Judge,
Dhaka.

Memo Number: »o383/2¢ Date: 3b/5/20%2

Copy forwarded for kind information and necessary action to
(Not according to seniority):

1. Investigating Officer, Md Farhad Kabir, BP 8714166248,
Additional Special Superintendent of Police, Financial
Crime, Criminal Investigation Department, Dhaka

2. President and CEO, Rizal Commercial Banking Corporation
(RCBC),

Yuchengeo Tower, RCBC Plaza 6819 Ayala Avenue, Makati
City. The Philippines.

3. Governor, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, A. Mabini St. cor. P.

Ocampo St., Bgy. 719, Makati, Manila, Philippines 1004,

4. Executive Director, Anti-Money
(AMLC) Secretariat, The Philippines.

5. Secretary and Head, Department of Justice, The Philippines.
Dhaka,

Laundering Council

Ambassador,
Bangladesh.

Embassy of the Philippines,

7.  Ambassador, Manila, The

Philippines.

Embassy of Bangladesh,

8. Attorney General, Bangladesh.
9. Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
10. Appropriate other relevant authorities.

-

Md. Sabbir Faiz
Metro. Senior Special Judge, Dhaka

People casually stroll in front of a moving train at Khilgaon level crossing, a known high-accident-risk intersection in Dhaka, disregarding the
danger. The photo was taken yesterday.

FLOATING JUTE MARKET

A century-old heritage
from Jamuna shoals

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

In the remote shoal of Natuarpara
under Kazipur upazila of Sirajganj,
a floating jute market comes alive
on the Jamuna river after the
harvest in late monsoon.

According to locals, this market
has been operating for over a
century.

“This floating jute market
started in around 1915. Due to
the easy river routes, traders and
farmers from remote areas used
to arrive here by boats to trade raw
jute after harvest. The tradition
has continued for over a hundred
years,” said Rashed Rehman, an
author and local resident.

Visiting the market recently,
this correspondent
observed hundreds of
boats, either loaded /
with jute or with ~
traders on board, /' (
anchored side by / !,J_@ ;
side over around | “

a hundred ' =2
yards o form | -
a floating |

\
\

marketplace near
the riverbank.

Bustling \
trade continued .-
from dawn untl late
morning, with hundreds of
buyers and sellers thronging the
spot.

Many were seen coming not
only from Kazipur, but also from
Jamalpur’s Sarishabari and
Madarganj, Tangail's Bhuapur,
Bogura’s Dhunot and Sariakandi,
as well as from Sherpur.

On the riverbank, many were
also seen bringing jute loaded on
horse-drawn carts -- the only mode
of transport in the shoal areas.

“I cultivated jute on four bighas
of land. This year I'm getting a fair
price,” said Abul Kalam, a farmer
from Bogura’s Sariakandi.

N /

the quality we want. Moreover,
transport is easy for both farmers
and traders.”

The market’s leaseholder, Abdul
Latif Sarkar, said, “The market runs
between August and November.
Around 8,000-9,000 maunds of
jute are traded daily. Everything

Another farmer, is done in cash, and security is

Shahjahan Ali of ensured.”
) Chandanbaisha, According to Kazipur upazila
" echoed him. agriculture officer Shariful Islam,

Mohir Uddin, a jute
trader from Jamalpur, said, “River
transport costs less, so I come here
every year. Today I bought 300
maunds of jute at Tk 3,900 to Tk
4,100 per maund.”

Abdur Razzak, a trader from
Sariakandi, said, “This market has
plenty of jute, so we can choose

jute was cultivated on 14,650
hectares of land this year. Since the
weather was favourable, the district
has witnessed a bumper harvest.

Kazipur and Sirajganj Sadar
upazilas emerged as the leading
producers, with jute grown on
4,250 hectares and 3,050 hectares
respectively.

PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

Ex-minister,
7 others sued
over extortion

UNB, Dhaka
The Anti-Corruption
Commission yesterday

filed a case against former
land minister Saifuzzaman
Chowdhury, his  wife
Rukmila  Zaman and
six others on charges of
extorting Tk 42 crore from
a businessman through
intimidation.

ACC Deputy Assistant
Director Md Rubel Hossain
filed the case at the ACC
headquarters, said a press
release.

The other accused
are: Syed Kamruzzaman,
former UCBL director;
Md Abdul Aziz, AGM of
Rukmila’s company Armit
and also owner of Imperial

Trading; Mohammad
Jahangir Alam, owner
of Classic Trading;

Mohammad Mishabahul
Alam, an employee of
Armit and owner of Model
Trading; Syed Nurul Islam,
owner of Crescent Traders;
and Md Farid Uddin, owner
of Radius Trading.

Rights groups decry

FROM PAGE 3

Bangladesh Mahila Parishad
in a statement called such
behaviour a violation of
fundamental rights.

It said creating a
conflicting situation (o
avoid justice for the abuse
of a teenager is disgraceful
and unacceptable.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Hindu Bouddha Christian
Oikya Parishad demanded
an end to the violence in
Khagrachhari, calling on
the government to arrest
the criminals, provide
compensation to affected
people, and ensure proper
treatment for the injured.

Bangladesh Udichi
Shilpigoshthi ~ demanded
compensation and

rehabilitation for the victim
families affected by the
attacks, along with proper
medical care. Its leaders
described the incident as
barbaric, inhuman, and a
severe violation of human
rights, calling for the
immediate arrest of those
involved and exemplary
punishment.

In another statement,
84 women'’s rights activists
under the banner of
“Naribadi” demanded
an immediate trial and
punishment  for  those
involved in the rape incident.

They said seven
indigenous women in
Khagrachhari have been
victims of rape in the past
year. Fach time, they said,
victims and  protesters
demanding justice faced
attacks, delays in case
proceedings, and state
non-cooperation.

The statement  was
signed by Dhaka University

teacher Dr Moshahida
Sultana,  anthropologist
Sayema  Khatun, and

journalist Saydia Gulrukh,
among others.

Meanwhile, the Left
Democratic Alliance said
failure to arrest and bring
the criminals (o trial
quickly would seriously
damage public trust in the
country’s judicial system.

Ganosamhati  Andolon
called for an investigation
into “the role of the army
and police” in the incident
and urged appropriate
action.

Gonotantrik  Adhikar
Committee leaders said
the interim government is
not showing sensitivity or
responsibility in restoring
a democratic environment
in the hills, while
Tripura Students Forum,
Bangladesh demanded
proper treatment for the
injured indigenous people.

HAPPY
»

. _dear Aiza
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You filled our lives with an ocean of joy

and happiness. Dada, Dadi and Faars.
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