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LOUNGLE LIFE

The Pier First Class Lounge

The world’s top
lounges show
how airports can
be transformed
from transit
spaces into
hospitality
destinations:
restiul, efficient
and delicious.
For travellers in
Bangladesh, this
transformation is
imminent.
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Nside the world's most
INDULGENT LOUNGES

TAGABUN TAHARIM TITU

Planes take people from A to B.
Lounges turn those trips into
moments that matter. Picture a
traveller stepping out of a noisy gate
and into a softer room. The sound
of footsteps fades. A kettle hums. A
barista pulls a perfect shot of coffee
and hands it over with a quiet smile.
A hot shower wakes tired shoulders.
A soft chair, a phone that charges, a
small table with a plate of fresh food.
The world outside keeps moving.
Flight boards and engines roar. Inside
the lounge, time bends for a little
while.

This article guides readers through
five of the world’s top airport
sanctuaries. Each description shows
who gets in, how the place looks and
feels, what to eat, how to rest, where
to work, and the single surprise that
makes a stay memorable.

kitchen to a hidden nap nook. Open
to premium Qatari passengers and
many alliance elites, this lounge
offers variety in abundance, as it
has live food stations offering global
bites, extensive beverage points,
and quiet family corners. Sleep
pods and treatment rooms mean
wellness isn’t an afterthought, while a
sprawling business centre with private
workstations  keeps  productivity
intact for those on the move. There is
a big space where you can stroll, eat,
snooze and work without the lounge
ever feeling crowded, which in a way
makes it feel like a restful layover
destination rather than a transit stop.

3. EMIRATES FIRST CLASS
LOUNGE - Dubai International
Airport (DXB)

If lounges had a glamour meter,
Emirates’ First Class space would
be near the top. Plush, opulent and
confidently curated, the lounge is

In 2024, Hazrat
Shahjalal
International
Airport (HSIA)
in Dhaka

handled roughly
12.5 million
passengers,
marking a 7%
growth over
2023. The
International

Air Transport
Association
(IATA) forecasts
Bangladesh’s air
transport market
to grow at a long-
term average of
about 6% per
year through
2028.

1. THE PIER FIRST CLASS LOUNGE
(CATHAY PACIFIC) - Hong Kong
International Airport

Stepping into The Pier is like slipping
into a tranquil boutique hotel lobby
that somehow lives inside an airport.
Reserved for first-class guests and top-
tier elites, the space trades buzz for
hush: warm timber finishes, leather
armchairs, and soft daylight pooling
across marble counters. Dining is
restaurant-style and thoughtful —
Cantonese dim sum and lighter,
international plates sit alongside a
smart bar serving champagne by
the glass. Wellness is real here: spa
treatments, private shower suites and
daybeds that make a short stopover
feel restorative. For business travellers
there are quiet work booths, fast Wi
Fi and plentiful chargers, so you can
draft a proposal before boarding
without breaking the calm. Signature
vibe: hotel-level serenity that primes
you for long-haul comfort.

2. QATAR AIRWAYS AL MOURJAN
BUSINESS LOUNGE - Hamad
International Airport (DOH)

Al Mourjan feels almost theatrical
in scale, with gardens of seating,
cavernousceilingsandalayoutthatlets
you wander from a bright communal

for first-class travellers and specially
invited guests who want their pre-
flight minutes treated like luxury
rituals.  Expect  restaurant-grade
dining with a broad a la carte menu,
decadent desserts and a well-stocked
bar. The wellness arm includes
complimentary  spa  treatments,
private shower suites and calming rest
areas, which are perfect for refreshing
before a long flight. Need to work?
Private meeting rooms and discreet
workspaces, paired with reliable
connectivity, keep things eflicient.
Moreover, the lounge transforms
waiting into pampering with an
indulgent, restorative recess.

4. LUFTHANSA FIRST CLASS
TERMINAL - Frankfurt Airport
(FRA)

The TLufthansa First Class Terminal
doesn’t feel like a lounge so much
as a private guesthouse with its own
driveway. Reserved for Lufthansa First
passengers and VIPs, the terminal’s
whole point is intimacy: no long lines,
attentive stafl, discreet interiors and
a highly personalised flow. Dining is
upscale and served with excellent wine
choices; wellness offerings include
generous showers, spa touches and
quiet rooms for repose. Business
needs are more private here, with
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Emirates First Class Lounge

individual rooms, strong connectivity
and an end-to-end process that often
includes a chaufleur escort directly to
the aircraft. It also has its signature
seamless, almost cinematic transition
from kerb to plane that rethinks what
airport travel can be.

5. QANTAS FIRST CLASS LOUNGE
— Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport
(SYD)

Qantas’ flagship First Lounge wears
its Aussie identity proudly: airy,
contemporary  design,  generous
daylight and a layout that balances
social dining areas with secluded
comfort zones. First-class passengers
and select elites enjoy menus that
champion seasonal Australian produce
and well-curated wine lists that
read like a mini regional tour. Short,
complimentary spa treatments and
well-kept showers help you land feeling
human again, while quiet work stations
and dependable Wi-Fi cater to business
needs. There is also a strong sense of

Lufthansa First Class Terminal

place, as the lounge feels like a tasteful,
local mini-escape that celebrates
Australian flavours and hospitality.

WHY LOUNGES MATTER FOR
BANGLADESH

In 2024, Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport (HSIA) in Dhaka handled
roughly 12.5 million passengers,
marking a 7% growth over 2023.
The International Air Transport
Association (IATA) forecasts
Bangladesh’s air transport market to
grow at a long-term average of about
6% per year through 2028. Therefore,
over the next five years Bangladesh will
see real transformation in air travel,
there will be more routes (domestic and
international), upgraded terminals,
new regional airports and tougher
competition among carriers. All that
movement means passengers will want
more than just a seat on a plane; they’ll
want a better journey.

The world’s top lounges show
how airports can be transformed

from transit spaces into hospitality
destinations: restful, efficient and
delicious. For travellers in Bangladesh,
this transformation is imminent.
With passenger numbers rising and
infrastructure  upgrades  coming
online, airports are well positioned to
introduce richer lounge experiences —
blending the scale of Al Mourjan, the
pampering of Emirates, the hotel-like
calm of The Pier, Lufthansa’s white-
glove process and Qantas’ local flavour.
In short, the next time you fly from a
city, expect the journey itself to get
a lot more comfortable and maybe a
little bit tolerant too.
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