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Trump asks SC to 
hear bid to restrict 

birthright citizenship
REUTERS

President Donald Trump’s 
administration asked the Supreme 
Court on Friday to review the legality 
of his bid to limit birthright citizenship 
in the United States, teeing up a major 
test of one of his most contentious 
policies that could alter how the U.S. 
Constitution has long been understood 
on the subject.

The Justice Department filed two 
appeals of lower court rulings that 
blocked Trump’s executive order, which 
the Republican president signed on 
his first day back in office in January 
as a key part of his hardline approach 
toward immigration.

“The lower court’s decisions 
invalidated a policy of prime importance 
to the President and his Administration 
in a manner that undermines our 
border security. Those decisions 
confer, without lawful justification, the 
privilege of American citizenship on 
hundreds of thousands of unqualified 
people,” the Justice Department wrote 
in the appeals.

The department asked the Supreme 
Court to take up and resolve the case in 
its new term, which begins on October 6.

Trump’s executive order directed 
federal agencies to refuse to recognize 

the citizenship of children born in the 
United States who do not have at least 
one parent who is an American citizen 
or lawful permanent resident, also 
called a “green card” holder.

His action drew a series of lawsuits 
arguing among other things that the 
order violates a right enshrined in the 
Constitution’s 14th Amendment that 
provides that anyone born in the United 
States is a citizen.

After multiple lower courts halted 
the order as unconstitutional, the 
administration took the disputes to 
the Supreme Court in an effort to 
challenge the power of federal judges to 
issue so-called “universal” injunctions 
preventing presidential policies from 
applying against anyone, anywhere.

That action led the court, which has 
a 6-3 conservative majority, to issue a 
landmark ruling in June blunting the 
power of judges. But that ruling left 
open the possibility for courts to grant 
broad relief to states or to individual 
plaintiffs through class action lawsuits.

Two challenges to Trump’s order 
are at issue in Friday’s appeals. One 
was filed by the state of Washington 
and three other states, and the other 
by a group of individuals who sued in 
federal court in New Hampshire.

New Zealand 
won’t 
recognise 
Palestine now
REUTERS, Wellington

New Zealand will not 
recognise a Palestinian 
state at this time but 
remains committed to a 
two-state solution, Foreign 
Minister Winston Peters 
said.

“With a war raging, 
Hamas remaining the de 
facto government of Gaza, 
and no clarity on next 
steps, too many questions 
remain about the future 
state of Palestine for it to be 
prudent for New Zealand 
to announce recognition 
at this time,” Peters said 
in a speech at the United 
Nations General Assembly 
in New York on Friday.

New Zealand Prime 
Minister Christopher 
Luxon said in Auckland 
yesterday that “recognition 
of Palestinian statehood is 
a question of when, not if”.

New Zealand’s position is 
out of step with traditional 
partners Australia, Canada 
and Britain who all 
recognised a Palestinian 
state on Sunday. 

Storm Bualoi kills 
11 in Philippines
AFP, Manila

The death toll from Severe Tropical Storm Bualoi 
rose to 11 in the Philippines yesterday as the 
cyclone bore down on Vietnam, authorities said.

Bualoi battered small islands in the centre 
of the Philippines on Friday, toppling trees and 
power pylons, ripping roofs off homes, unleashing 
floods and forcing 400,000 people to evacuate.

Among the worst hit was the tiny island of 
Biliran, where eight people died and two are 
missing, provincial disaster official Noel Lungay 
told AFP by telephone.

The office of civil defence in Manila earlier 
reported three other deaths on the nearby islands 
of Masbate and Ticao.

Fourteen people remain missing across the 
central Philippines, it said without providing 
details, while more than 200,000 remained inside 
evacuation centres across the storm’s path.

Bualoi came on the heels of Super Typhoon 
Ragasa which killed 14 people across the northern 
Philippines.
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Floods kills 7 
in Thailand
AFP, Bangkok

The death toll from 
floods triggered by 
heavy monsoon rains 
in Thailand rose to 
seven, authorities said 
yesterday, as relief 
efforts continued.

More than 260,000 
people across several 
provinces along the 
Chao Phraya river were 
impacted by flooding this 
week, the Department 
of Disaster Prevention 
and Mitigation said in a 
statement.

The nation’s disaster 
agency initially reported 
on Tuesday four deaths 
across central Thailand 
but has now revised the 
figure up to seven.

Prime Minister 
Anutin Charnvirakul 
visited Ayutthaya 
province on Saturday, 
the hardest hit, in one 
of his first trips since 
taking office.
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Migrants 

arrive to board 

smugglers’ boats 

in an attempt 

to cross the 

English Channel 

off the beach 

of Gravelines, 

northern France, 

yesterday. Two 

women died 

overnight while 

trying to cross the 

Channel to Britain, 

French authorities 

said yesterday, 

adding that some 

60 others had 

been rescued.


