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Four killed 
in Gopalganj 
road crash
A CORRESPONDENT, Gopalganj

At least four people were killed and two 
others critically injured as a bus hit an 
easy bike in Kashiani area of Gopalganj 
yesterday.

The deceased were identified as: 
Obaidur Rahman Sheikh, 48, of Helencha 
village in Faridpur’s Alfadanga; Motaleb 
Paik, 75, his wife Delowara Begum, 60, 
and their daughter Ruma Khanam, 35, 
of Randhanpur village in Madaripur’s 
Kalkini.

Ruma’s daughter and another person 
were admitted to the Gopalganj 250-Bed 
General Hospital with critical injuries.

The accident happened at around 
11:50am near Majhigati Bus Stand on 
Dhaka-Khulna Highway when a Dhaka-
bound bus of Emad Paribahan hit the 
easy bike, leaving two dead on the spot. 
The injured were rushed to hospital 
where doctors declared two others dead, 
said Md Russel Mia, a traffic sergeant of 
Bhangha Highway Police.

Both the vehicles were seized, but 
the bus driver fled the scene. Legal 
procedures were underway, he added.

Man dead, 2 
missing as 
boat capsizes 
in Padma
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Rajshahi

A man died and two 
others went missing 
after a boat capsized in 
the Padma river while 
heading for Rajshahi’s 
Godagari upazila 
yesterday morning 
around 10:00am in the 
Premtoli area.

The deceased was 
identified as Jiten 
Mondol, 60. The missing 
are Dilip, 32,  and Horen 
Saha, 65, said Maksudur 
Rahman, in-charge 
of Premtoli Police 
Investigation Centre.

The body of Kanai 
Karmakar, 70, was being 
taken for cremation on 
the boat with around 20-
25 on board as it capsized. 
While most swam ashore, 
three went missing.

Locals later rescued 
Jiten and took him to 
Premtoli Health Complex, 
where doctors declared 
him dead. Firefighters 
and locals were searching 
for the missing others till 
last reported.

No four-lane 
upgrade for Ctg-
Kaptai Road
RHD goes for nominal 
widening, drawing 
frustration from Cuet 
students, locals
SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

The longstanding demand for turning the busy 
Chattogram–Kaptai Road into four lanes has once 
again been ignored, leaving students of Chittagong 
University of Engineering and Technology and 
locals frustrated.

The 33-kilometre road, connecting Chattogram 
with Rangamati, is currently six to seven metres 
wide, functioning as a narrow two-lane highway 
without any central divider. Several hundred 
passenger vehicles and goods-laden trucks use 
it daily at great risk. The road also serves as the 
lone route of commute for more than 4,500 Cuet 
students, as well as teachers and staff.

Students staged demonstrations demanding 
expansion of the road after two Cuet students were 
killed in a bus accident there in April 2024. At the 
time, government officials assured them that the 
road would be upgraded to four lanes within a year.

“We were given assurance that the road would 
be upgraded to four lanes, but RHD has instead 
gone for nominal widening, keeping the risks 
unaddressed,” said Adil Raihan, a student of 
Computer Science and Engineering at Cuet. “We 
will sit with RHD to press our demands,” he added.

The current project, launched last December, 
covers only a 13.4-km stretch from Mohra in the 
port city to Goshchi in Raozan. Two contractors 
are carrying out the work.

The work is expected to be completed by 
December 30 this year. Once finished, the average 
width will be 9.5 metres -- still narrower than a 
three-lane road -- and without a divider.

Asked, Mohammad Mosleh Uddin Chowdhury, 
executive engineer of RHD in Chattogram, said, 
“The road was initially planned for four lanes and 
a project proposal was sent to the ministry, but it 
did not move forward. That is why we are carrying 
out basic widening instead.”

During visits to different spots along the road 
such as Golaper Dokan, Nazumia Hat, Madunaghat, 
Brahman Hat and Nayahat, it was found that vehicles 
remain at constant risk of head-on collisions.

“Most accidents that occur on this road are 
head-on collisions. Without a divider, widening 
alone will not solve the problem,” said Mohammed 
Anis, a banker from Hathazari who commutes 
daily on the road.

The RHD executive engineer, however, said 
the current project has no budget allocation for 
building a divider.

For many families who struggle 
to make ends meet, this support 
makes the difference between a 

child staying at home or going 
to school. Eight such schools 

now drift quietly in the haor of 
Nikli in Kishoreganj, bringing 

learning to the doorsteps of the 
most remote villages. 

Hope sails on floating schools
Boat classrooms bring education to haor children in Kishoreganj

TAFSILUL AZIZ, Kishoreganj

A large steel boat lies anchored 
on the riverbank. Children step 
aboard by climbing a narrow 
wooden stair, their laughter rising 
as they take their seats on the 
neat rows of benches set under a 
canopy. 

Inside, it feels like any other 
classroom -- except that the walls 
are water. This is a floating school.

From pre-primary to class five, 
lessons take place here. 

The children receive not just 
education, but also free books, 
notebooks, pens, geometry boxes, 
school uniforms, bags, shoes, tiffin 
and healthcare. 

For many families who struggle 
to make ends meet, this support 

makes the difference between a 
child staying at home or going to 
school.

Eight such schools now drift 
quietly in the haor of Nikli in 
Kishoreganj, bringing learning to 
the doorsteps of the most remote 
villages. 

Sports and games are also 
arranged, so that children who 

once missed out on education 
can now enjoy the full rhythm of 
school life. 

Parents and locals simply call 
them “floating schools.”

The project began when 
People Oriented Program 
Implementation (POPI), an NGO, 
noticed the hardship in two 
unions along the Ghorautra 
River -- Chhatirchar and Singpur. 
Most people there are farmers or 
fishermen living below the poverty 
line. For many children, education 
was once a distant dream. Starting 
in 2010, POPI set up four floating 
schools in each union, some 
single-storey, others double-
storey. 

They also arranged boats to 

ferry children from ghat to ghat, 
making sure the journey to school 
never became a barrier.

Classes run from 8:00am 
to 3:00pm. Each boat-school 
has a small library, a gallery of 
educational photographs and 
space for sports. 

At present, 360 students are 
enrolled.

Sabiha Akhter of Chhatirchar 
Floating School said, “Being close, 
we do not have any problem going 
to school even on rainy days.” 

Her classmate Amir Hossain 
added, “The school provides us 
with free books, notebooks, pens, 
geometry boxes, school dresses, 
bags, shoes and tiffin. This greatly 
facilitates our studies.”

Mojahidul Islam, one of the 
teachers, said, “We go from house 
to house, bring the students by 
boat, and after teaching them at 
the floating school, they are again 
taken home by boat.”

Parents, too, are relieved. 
“In this village, there was no 
government primary school, so 
the children had problems in their 
studies,” said Jebunnesa Akhter of 
Kashipur. 

“Now, our children no longer 
have to travel far. They can study 
near their homes,” he added.

Project coordinator Md. 
Zahirul Islam said, “About 1,500 
students have completed their 
primary education from our 
floating school. Many of them are 
now studying in various secondary 
schools, colleges and universities.” 

POPI’s executive director 
Murshed Alam Sarker added, “The 
first two floating schools were 
opened in 2010 in the landslide-
hit areas of Chhatirchar and 
Goradigha in Nikli. With growing 
demand, these schools were later 
set up in other deprived villages. 
The latest was opened in Kashipur 
in 2025. At present, eight schools 
are operating in Nikli, and we plan 
to open more in other areas of the 
haor.”

Lauding the initiative, 
Chhatirchar UP Chairman, 
Shamsuzzaman Chowdhury 
said underprivileged children 
are getting an opportunity for 
education because of the floating 
schools.

As daylight fades, a flock of barn swallows sit perched on the branches of a dead tree, resting. These birds not only enhance 
the beauty of rural landscapes, but also help ensure the biodiversity in the nearby areas. The photo was taken from the 
Kalabagi village of Dacope upazila of Khulna recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


