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women in the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts.

Around 11:00am, a 
procession started from 
Khagrachhari Government 
College ground and 
paraded through Chengi 
Square, Mahajonpara, 
Narikelbagan, Shapla 
Chattar, Adalat Road and 
other streets before ending 
at Chengi Square. A rally 
was later held there.

At the rally, Ukkyenu 
Marma announced a road 
blockade in Khagrachhari 
today, demanding the 
arrest of the remaining two 
accused.

He said all programmes 
would be suspended 
during Durga Puja, but 
warned that if the accused 
are not arrested within the 
next few days, an indefinite 
hartal would be called after 
Puja.

Hundreds of students and indigenous community members hold a mass rally in Khagrachhari yesterday, 
protesting the rape and ongoing violence against women in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. PHOTO: STAR

Missing girl’s 
body found in 
neighbour’s 
septic tank
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Shariatpur

The body of a six-year-
old girl, missing for two 
days, was recovered from 
a neighbour’s septic tank 
in Vedarganj upazila of 
Shariatpur yesterday.

The victim, identified as 
Tayeba, daughter of Titu 
Sardar of Chhoyalkandi 
area, was a nursery student 
at Darun Najat Madrasa. 
She had gone missing on 
Wednesday afternoon after 
leaving home to play.

Her family filed a general 
diary with the Sakhipur 
Police Station the same 
evening and searched 
extensively.

Yesterday, relatives and 
locals received a tip that 
there is a dead body in the 
septic tank at the house of 
neighbour Mesbahuddin 
Mollah.

Receiving information, 
police recovered the body 
around noon. The body 
was later sent to Shariatpur 
Sadar Hospital for autopsy.

Necessary legal steps 
will be taken following 
the investigation, said 
Additional Superintendent 
of Vedarganj Circle Police 
Soumya Shekhar. 

Woman dies, 
eight injured 
as speedboat 
sinks in Padma
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A woman died and eight others were injured after 
a speedboat sank in the Padma river in Dhaka’s 
Dohar upazila due to strong current yesterday.

Confirming the incident, Charbhadrasan Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge (OC) Rajiullah Khan 
said he has visited the Charbhadrasan Upazila 
Health Complex where the injured are undergoing 
treatment.

The accident occurred around 5:15pm near 
Char Moinot ghat of Dohar. The speedboat was 
heading to Char Moinot from Gopalpur ghat in 
Charbhadrasan upazila of Faridpur.

The deceased was identified as Durga Rani Roy, 
57, from Joydeb Sarkar Dangi village in Gazirtek 
union under Charbhadrasan.

Among the injured were Durga’s three-year-
old grandson, Lakshan Roy; son Liton Roy, and 
daughter-in-law Gita Roy.

Another speedboat reached the spot following 
the incident and rescued the victims.

The eight injured were taken to Charbhadrasan 
Upazila Health Complex by a team of Fire Service 
and Civil Defence. Of them, Mariam, 25, from 
Baliadangi village in Charbhadrasan, was moved 
to Faridpur Medical College Hospital after she 
developed breathing complications.

Another injured, Masud Alam, from Char 
Ramnagar village in Faridpur Sadar upazila, told 
reporters that the boat had 18 passengers, although 
its capacity was only 12. “Before reaching Moindot 
Ghat, the boat capsized after its bottom broke due 
to strong currents and waves.”

Siblings 
drown in 
B’baria pond
UNB, Brahmanbaria

Two young siblings 
drowned in a pond 
in Bogdohor village 
under Nabinagar union 
in Brahmanbaria 
yesterday.

The deceased were 
identified as Tisha, 9, 
and Arian, 6, children 
of one Jamal Mia of the 
village.

Both were students 
of Bogdohor Primary 
School.

Eyewitnesses said the 
children fell into the 
pond near their home 
while playing around 
noon.

The tragedy came 
to notice when a 
neighbor found one of 
the children’s bodies 
floating in the pond.

Soon, a search party 
was gathered. The 
search found the body 
of the other child in the 
pond.

Local residents took 
the bodies to Nabinagar 
Upazila Health 
Complex, where doctors 
declared both children 
dead.

Helal Uddin, 
chairman of Nabinagar 
East Union Parishad, 
confirmed the incident.

Social media rife
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recorded. Many incidents are 
dropped due to insufficient 
information and evidence, 
with victims’ lack of 
awareness also contributing, 
the officials said.

Taposhi Rabaya, 
assistant director 
(mediation) of Bangladesh 
Legal Aid Services Trust, 
said around 25 percent of 
cybercrime victims do not 
want to take legal steps out 
of fear and ignorance.

Abul Hasnat Mohammad 
Shafi Ullah, senior general 
manager (cyber security 
planning) at Robi Axiata 
PLC, said, “We have to take 
awareness to the same level 

that the use of social media 
has reached.”

CCAF President Kazi 
Mustafiz said election-
related propaganda is 
deliberately spread on 
social media, with users 
sharing posts, pictures and 
videos without considering 
the consequences.

“We need to learn how to 
use and fact-check before 
sharing information on 
social platforms,” he said. 

Mustafiz said the 
CCAF will launch a cyber 
awareness programme 
across the country 
throughout October, with 
the theme “Be Cyber Aware, 
Stay Safe”.
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Contractor digs up roads 
after losing tender

Hundreds in Lalmonirhat’s Kaliganj left stranded for weeks

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Failure to secure a government 
contract led contractor to illegally 
dig up two roads in Lalmonirhat’s 
Kaliganj upazila, leaving thousands 
of residents stranded for weeks.

Between August 7 and 15, the 
contractor used an excavator to cut 
nearly 1.5 kilometres of each road in 
Chalbala and Chandrapur unions, 
despite having no work order. 

Shafiqul Islam, a resident of 
Chalbala, said, “Since August 7 we 
have been suffering. Water has filled 
the dug-up roads, and people can 
barely walk across.”

According to residents, 
contractor Aminul Islam had been 
competing for Local Government 
Engineering Department road-

paving projects in the area. When 
the contracts were awarded to other 
companies, Aminul allegedly began 
box-cutting the roads before the 
official contractors received their 
work orders. 

Although local authorities 
eventually halted the digging, the 
damage had already been done.

LGED sources said the projects 
involve paving a 3,093-metre road 
in Chandrapur Union at a cost of 
Tk 3.91 crore and a 5,250-metre 
road in Chalbala Union costing over 
Tk 5 crore. Tenders were floated 
on June 26, and after evaluation, 
Mohammad Yunus & Brothers Pvt 
Ltd won the Chandrapur contract 
while Barendra Construction Ltd 
secured the Chalbala work. 

LGED’s Kaliganj Upazila Engineer 

Habibur Rahman said, “Out of 
jealousy and frustration over losing 
the tender, a local contractor 
illegally began digging up the roads. 
We immediately stopped the work 
after receiving complaints.”

Representatives of the two 
winning firms, Elahi Baks and Shah 
Azam, had submitted two written 
complaints to LGED authorities.

Contacted for comment, Aminul 
Islam said, “The matter has been 
settled. I have nothing more to say.”

Lalmonirhat LGED Executive 
Engineer Kawsar Alam said, “This 
is the first time in my career I have 
seen a contractor dig up a road after 
failing to get a job. With assistance 
from the local administration, we 
stopped the illegal work. The road 
construction will begin soon.”
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