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46 Palestinians killed in Gaza
AGENCIES

Israeli forces advanced deeper 
into Gaza City yesterday as Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
headed to New York to address the 
United Nations General Assembly, 
with US President Donald Trump 
pursuing a deal to end the Gaza 
war.

Israeli strikes killed at least 
46 people across the Palestinian 
enclave on Thursday, local health 
authorities said. They included 
11 people from two families in 
Zawayda town in the central 
Gaza Strip, where planes hit a 
residential building.

Israel’s military did not 
comment on the incident but said 
it had struck 170 targets across 
Gaza in the past 24 hours and 

attacked “terror infrastructure” 
used by militant groups to attack 
soldiers. Its forces were deep in 
Gaza City, it said.

Tanks have entered Gaza City as 
part of an offensive that Israel says 
is intended to eliminate Hamas, 
but which has caused extensive 
destruction, a humanitarian 
catastrophe and widespread 
hunger.

Netanyahu says Gaza City is 
the Palestinian militant group’s 
last bastion, but hundreds of 
thousands of civilians remain 
there, fearing there is nowhere 
safe for them to go.

Israel has become 
diplomatically isolated over 
its military siege of Gaza, with 
European nations and others 
increasingly critical of its conduct.

The International Criminal 
Court has issued a warrant for 
Netanyahu for alleged war crimes 
in the Gaza war. Israel rejects the 
court’s jurisdiction and denies 
committing war crimes in Gaza.

Netanyahu is expected to 
address the General Assembly 
on Friday and meet Trump 
next week. Leaving Israel on 
Thursday, Netanyahu said he 
would denounce leaders who had 
recognised a Palestinian state.

Hamas’ armed wing has 
warned the Israeli military that an 
expansion of its operation in Gaza 
City would put Israeli hostages at 
risk, while Israel’s military has 
called on Gazan residents to “rise 
and break away from Hamas” to 
end the war.

South China 
cleans up 
after Typhoon 
Ragasa
AFP, Yangjiang

Hundreds of thousands 
of people in southern 
China were clearing up 
yesterday after powerful 
Typhoon Ragasa crashed 
through Guangdong 
Province, ripping down 
trees, destroying fences and 
blasting signs off buildings.

Ragasa churned into 
Guangdong, home to tens 
of millions of people, with 
winds up to 145 kilometres 
(90 miles) per hour, on 
Wednesday after sweeping 
past Hong Kong and killing 
at least 14 in Taiwan.

Ragasa’s passage in 
Taiwan killed at least 14 
and injured dozens more 
when a barrier lake burst 
in eastern Hualien county, 
according to officials who 
late Wednesday revised the 
death toll down from 17 
after eliminating duplicate 
cases.

Twenty-two people were 
still missing on Thursday 
afternoon, authorities said.

The storm made 
landfall in mainland China 
near Hailing Island on 
Wednesday evening.

By that point 
authorities across China 
had already ordered 
businesses and schools to 
shut down in at least 10 
cities across the nation’s 
south, affecting tens of 
millions of people.

Nearly 2.2 million 
people in Guangdong were 
relocated by Wednesday 
afternoon, but local 
officials later said several 
cities in the province 
started lifting restrictions 
on schools and businesses.

Chinese state 
broadcaster CCTV said 
Ragasa made its second 
landfall in Beihai, Guangxi, 
on Thursday morning as a 
tropical storm.

REUTERS

President Donald Trump said on Wednesday the 
Secret Service was investigating what he described 
as “sabotage” at the United Nations, alleging that an 
escalator malfunction, a teleprompter failure and 
sound problems disrupted his appearance at the 
world body a day earlier.

Trump, in a post on his Truth Social platform, 
said an escalator carrying him and his wife Melania 
“came to a screeching halt” on the way to the main 
floor, nearly causing them to fall. He called for the 
arrest of whoever was responsible.

He also said his teleprompter went dark at the 
start of his speech and that world leaders in the hall 
could not hear him because the sound system had 
failed.

“Not one, not two, but three very sinister events!” 
Trump wrote.

UN officials have said the escalator’s built-in 
safety mechanism had been triggered and that the 
teleprompter was operated by the White House, not 
the organization.

Curfew in Ladakh 

after deadly clashes
REUTERS, Srinagar

Security forces yesterday patrolled the streets 
in India’s Himalayan region of Ladakh, where 
curfew was clamped in some areas a day after four 
people were killed in violent protests demanding 
statehood for the federal territory and job quotas.

Television images showed troop patrols 
amid shops and businesses shuttered amid the 
curfew and a protest call against the deaths from 
the Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA), which 
represents political, social and trade groups in the 
region.

The Buddhist-Muslim enclave, bordering China, 
lost its autonomy in 2019, when Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s government carved it out of the 
state of Jammu and Kashmir to be placed under 
the direct administration of New Delhi.

Leh and Muslim-majority Kargil, the site of 
military conflict between India and Pakistan in 
1999, are the region’s two most populous districts.

Protesters led by an activist, Sonam Wangchuk, 
also seek special status for Ladakh to allow the 
setting up of elected local bodies to protect its 
tribal areas.

Police had to resort to firing, leading to reports 
of casualties, India’s home (interior) ministry said 
on Wednesday, after a mob attacked the office of 
a political party and set ablaze a police vehicle and 
the office of the Leh chief executive councillor.

Six among the 80 injured in clashes were in 
critical condition and police arrested more than 
50 over the violence, said a police official.

India signs $7b 
deal for Tejas 
fighter jets
REUTERS, New Delhi

India yesterday signed a 
deal worth $7.03 billion 
to buy indigenous fighter 
aircraft from state 
warplane maker Hindustan 
Aeronautics Ltd.

The order for 97 home-
grown fighters of the Tejas 
Mk-1A variety, envisages 
completion of deliveries 
over a span of six years 
from financial year 2027-
28, the defence ministry 
said in a statement.

The news came a day 
ahead of the last flight of the 
Indian Air Force’s Russian-
origin MiG-21 fighters.

A drone view shows mud-covered areas of Hualien due to flooding following Super Typhoon Ragasa in Taiwan yesterday PHOTO: REUTERS 

Members of the youth military-patriotic clubs take part in competitions during 
the Military-Patriotic Festival in Russia’s Saint Petersburg yesterday. PHOTO: AFP
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Sarkozy gets 5-year 

jail sentence
REUTERS, Paris

Former French president Nicolas Sarkozy was 
sentenced to five years in jail yesterday for criminal 
conspiracy over attempts to raise campaign funds 
from Libya and will soon become the first former 

president of France to serve time in 
prison.

The sentence was harsher than 
many expected and Sarkozy, 

who was president between 
2007-2012, will spend time 
in jail even if he appeals the 
ruling - which he said he 
would do.

As he exited the courtroom, 
Sarkozy, visibly moved, 

expressed his anger at what he 
said was a “scandalous” ruling.

“If they absolutely want me to sleep in 
jail, I will sleep in jail, but with my head held high,” 
he said, adding that he was innocent. 

Sarkozy was found guilty of criminal conspiracy 
over efforts by close aides to procure funds for 
his 2007 presidential bid from Libya during the 
rule of late dictator Muammar Gaddafi. He was 
acquitted by the Paris court of all other charges.

However, the prison sentence is enforceable 
immediately, with the judge saying Sarkozy would 
have just a short period to put his affairs in order 
before prosecutors call on him to head to jail. That 
should happen within a month.

Sarkozy, who has always denied the charges, 
was accused of making a deal with Gaddafi in 
2005, when he was France’s interior minister, 
to obtain campaign financing in exchange for 
supporting the then-isolated Libyan government 
on the international stage.

The judge said there was no proof that Sarkozy 
made such a deal with Gaddafi, nor that money that 
was sent from Libya reached Sarkozy’s campaign 
coffers, even if the timing was “compatible”.

But she said Sarkozy was guilty of criminal 
conspiracy for having let close aides get in touch 
with people in Libya to try and obtain campaign 
financing.
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