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‘Ensure justice
for rape of

Jumma girl in
Khagrachhari’

Demand activists in their
Rangamati procession

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati
Students and women’s organisations
brought out a procession in Rangamati
yesterday, demanding justice for the rape
of a class eight student in Khagrachhari.
The demonstration, organised by
the Pahari Chhatra Parishad (CHT Hill i
Students Council) and Hill Women’s - e
Federation, began at 3:00pm from the , éﬁ‘"ﬁ; 4
Kumarsumit Roy Gymnasium premises. ‘i*?ﬁ o g
The procession moved through the T
town’s main road, passing the deputy ' '
commissioner’s office, before ending at
the Shilpakala Academy in Rangamati.
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Dhak, dhol makers
struggle to keep
tradition alive

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

In the bustling lanes of Notunbazar in Sreemangal,
while shoppers crowd clothing stores, a different
scene unfolds at a small shop. Upside-down dhols
of various sizes are neatly arranged as craftsmen
quietly tie yarn around the drums in silence.

Seated in a corner is 79-year-old Soilendra
Chandra Das, a master craftsman who has spent
his life making dhaks, dhols, khol, tabla and
harmoniums. His shop, filled with instruments
crafted from cow and goat skin, stands as a fading
reminder of a once-thriving profession.

“Farlier, 1 worked alongside my father and
grandfather. There was so much demand that
even five or six of us could not cope. Now, we only
need to work for two to three months a year. It's no
longer sustainable,” he said.

Once, musicians and artisans were in demand
across Sreemangal, and Soilendra recalls earning

A woman lays out earthenware plates to dry in the open. People from the Pal community in Maheshpur village of Bakerganj

upazila in Barishal earn their livelihoods by making such products. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Waste burning chokes Savar

AKLAKUR RAHMAN AKASH

On August 17,

Rumen Chakma, president of the

the Department of
Environment declared Savar a degraded

central committee of the Pahari Chhatra
Parishad, alleged that rape, torture and
persecution in the CHT have become
routine because of a culture of impunity.

“The  administration, and law
enforcement agencies play a silent role.
The state should take the responsibility,”
he said.

Sumitra Chakma, president of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts Youth Association,
said Jumma women are unsafe both at
home and outside.

He noted that cases of rape in the hills
continue, leaving the community in fear.

The lack of implementation of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord has
deepened this insecurity, he said, adding
that torture and oppression will persist
unless the accord is fully enforced. On
the night of September 23, a girl was
raped in Khagrachhari Sadar while
returning home after private tuition. Her
father filed a case the next morning with
the Khagrachhari Sadar Police Station
against three unidentified men.

airshed, citing the growing threat of air
pollution from open burning of solid
waste and brick kilns.

Experts said a degraded airshed is
a geographical area where air quality
consistently falls below national or
international safe standards due to high
pollutant concentrations, prompting
strict environmental regulations.

From September 1, brick burning and
production have been banned in all kilns
except Tunnel Kilns and Hybrid Hoffman
Kilns, while the open burning of solid
waste has also been prohibited.

Although brick kiln operations are
currently halted due to the rainy season,
solid waste burning continues across Savar.

During a recent visit, this correspondent
observed tyres, wood, batteries and tannery
waste being burnt in open spaces.

In Madhumoti Model Town and
Salehpur areas alone, at least 12 factories
were found burning tyres to produce
furnace oil.

Other sites were using thousands of

tonnes of wood to make coal, burning
chromium-containing tannery waste for
animal feed, and even burning batteries
to produce shisha.

Mohammad Sohag, a farmer, said

burning tyres, batteries and tannery waste.

“If these factories start operating
again, they will be completely closed
down,” he said.

Md Nazmul Hasan, assistant director

his soil’s fertility has been destroyed,
drastically reducing papaya yield.

Sumon Mia, a resident, said smoke
and stench from tyre factories have made
living conditions unbearable.

of the DoE, said an action plan has been
prepared to shut down establishments
involved in open waste burning, with
legal action to be taken against owners
and employees if necessary.

Anisur Rahman, who runs a factory
producing animal feed raw materials by
burning raw hide, refused to speak to
The Daily Star.

Solaiman Hossain, Jashim Uddin and
Selim Mia, owners of three separate tyre-
burning factories, said their factories
have remained closed for now due to
financial losses. He also declined to
comment on the environmental impact
of their operations.

Prof Md Mustafizur  Rahman

Jahangirnagar University’s
Environmental Science Department said
Savar’s development is largely unplanned,
with poor waste management and
widespread open dumping. He stressed
the need for stronger monitoring of
factories emitting toxic fumes.

Salauddin
secretary of theSavar Nagorik Committee, of

Khan Naeem, general

called for strict enforcement and closure
of all polluting establishments.

Savar UNO Abu Bakar Sarkar said
mobile court drives are being conducted
against establishments that pollute the air,
including illegal brick kilns and factories

up to Tk 1,500 a day. Today, finding a buyer for a
single dhol is difficult. Prices range from Tk 2,000
to Tk 20,000.

“Interest in traditional instruments has faded.
It’s hard to even get Tk 100 for a drum now. I have
been in this craft my whole life. It’s in my blood,”
he said.

Another artisan, Ashutosh Rishi, 49, who runs
a shop beside Soilendra’s, echoed the same.

While demand rises during Hindu festivals
such as Durga Puja, artisans often find little
compensation. Once a regional attraction,
the industry now struggles against modern
instruments and shifting cultural tastes.

The instruments are made from neem and
mango wood, with dhaks and dhols priced between
Tk 5,000 and Tk 20,000 and tablas between Tk
3,000 and Tk 15,000. Despite their cultural and
historical value, these instruments are being
sidelined by cheaper modern alternatives.

AGS candidates pledge reforms,

FROM PAGE 3 parent political bodies Language and Literature,
strengthening  the cyber and local politics,” said Nasim has long been
cell to protect female [jkhon, an independent involved in student rights
students  from  online candidate. movements.
harassment. Despite the university He blames “partisan
‘I want to start with entering its 73rd vyear, control  and  fascist
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ensuring  security and  housing shortages, poor such as partisan
access to essential services.  food quality, and lack of appointments in

I believe I can address
reasonable demands
by engaging everyone
and working with the

politics.

facilities still shape student

“To end seat allocation
based on affiliation or

administration, politically
driven hall seat allocation,
and substandard food in
dining facilities.

student welfare

Savar Paurashava

administration,” she added.
LIKHON PUSHES FOR
FULL AUTONOMY
Shah Poran
a student of  Mass
Communication and
Journalism, aims to draft
and implement a roadmap
for a fully autonomous
university.

He argued that real
development is impossible
withoutgenuine autonomy,

Likhon,

patronage, the university
must become self-
sufficient. My manifesto
centres on ‘self-service’,” he
added.

NASIM VOWS TO
ENSURE TEACHER
ACCOUNTABILITY
Nasim Sarkar, from the
Gonotantrik Shikkharthi
Porshod panel -~ a
platform formed to
fight for student rights,

“We are not offering
flashy promises, but
focusing on fundamental
issues,” he said.

Sarkar  pledged to
dismantle the “feudal
culture” in the university,
where students are treated
as subjects and teachers as
rulers.

His manifesto includes
an independent student
led faculty evaluation
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Onion farmers
demonstrate over
fertiliser price hike
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Pabna’s Department of Agricultural Extension, Md
Jahangir Alom Pramanik, said, “There is no scope
to hike fertiliser prices at any level. When we get
information about a price hike, we conduct drives
againstit.”
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