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“Perhaps we cannot solve 
everything in a year, but 
we will prepare a roadmap 
showing how many years it 
will take and seek approval 
from the administration,” 
he added.

“Whenever a party 
comes to power, its student 
wing wants to keep Rucsu 
shut. But it is the right 
of students to have it 
regularly, as it is a platform 
for taking initiatives to 
solve their problems. We 
will work to ensure that 
Rucsu elections become 
regular,” said Mostakur, 
president of Shibir’s RU 
unit. 

On the election 
environment, he alleged 
that “a group” wants to 
foil the election, which 
does not want students to 
be empowered. “We must 
remain alert,” he said.

Mostakur concluded, 
“If elected, I will not be VP 
of Chhatra Shibir but of 
all students. My highest 
priority will be Rucsu, and 
I look forward to working 
with all.”

Locals suffer for dilapidated
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on rainy days,” said Nazmul 
Huda, senior assistant 
teacher at Barwari High 
School.

Contacted, Md Shoaib 
Imran, upazila engineer 
of Netrokona Sadar, 
said, “Due to insufficient 
allocations, the road could 
not be properly renovated 
in previous years. Some 
temporary repairs were 
made but did not last due 
to the rains. A proposal 
has been submitted for 
rebuilding and widening 

the road.”
Md Rafiqul Islam, 

senior assistant engineer 
at Netrokona LGED, said 2 
km of the 13.9-km road has 
been repaired. 

“A project proposal 

seeking a higher allocation 
has been sent under RTIP-
3 to repair the remaining 
portion. Once funds are 
allocated, the work will 
proceed.”

Md Abdullah Al 
Mahmud Jaman, 
deputy commissioner 
of Netrakona, said, “The 
issue will be raised at the 
next district coordination 
meeting. We will work 
with LGED to ensure 
quick repair work. I will 
personally monitor the 
progress.”

Shyamasundari 
canal in peril

Once vital, the waterbody suffers from pollution, encroachment

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Once a lifeline for local fishermen, the 
Shyamasundari canal in Rangpur city now lies 
on its deathbed, choked by pollution.

Stretching 16 kilometres in its prime, the canal 
was once a vibrant waterway with clear waters 
and an abundant fish population. Today, it is a 
shadow of its former self, its water now pitch-
black and foul-smelling due to the unchecked 
discharge of household and sewage waste directly 
into it. 

Rampant encroachment has also caused the 
canal to shrink drastically, from a width of 60-
120 feet to a mere 15 feet.

The canal was excavated in 1890 under the 
patronage of Maharaja Janaki Ballav Sen. Once 
serving as the city’s main drainage channel and 
adding to the city’s scenic beauty, it has now been 
abandoned to years of encroachment, pollution, 
and poor urban planning.

Illegal structures, including houses and 
shops, have sprung up along both banks, while 

sewage lines discharge wastewater directly into 
the canal. Household waste and plastic garbage 
are thrown in every day, further choking its 
flow. The water now emits an unbearable 
stench, while the city struggles with frequent 
waterlogging as the canal can no longer drain 
excess water.

“Even a few years ago, the canal’s water was 
somewhat clear. People used to bathe in it and 
use its water for household purposes. But now, 
it is so filthy that the water can’t be used for 
anything. Fish can no longer survive in it. If you 
cast a net, you won’t find any fish,” said Khobir 
Uddin, 65, a resident of the Modern area.

Khalilur Rahman, 60, echoed him.
Palash Kanti Nag, a local environmental 

activist, stressed the need for dredging to save 
the canal.

Contacted, Robiul Islam, executive engineer of 
the Water Development Board in Rangpur, said, 
“The government has allocated Tk 15 crore to restore 
the canal. Dredging will begin soon, and both banks 
will be planted with trees to restore its beauty.”

Irregularities alleged in 
Tk 5.24cr road project
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Widespread irregularities have been alleged 
in the construction of a 2.5-kilometre road 
from Uttar Kajir Hawla Mohsenia Dakhil 
Madrasa to Khalgora Bazar in Rangabali 
upazila of Patuakhali.

Residents have complained that 
muddy sand and stones are being mixed 
with clotted cement during the casting 
for the project, which is being 
implemented by the Local 
Government Engineering 
Department.

According to the 
upazila engineer’s 
office, the road is 
being built under the 
Important Upazila and 
Union Road Widening 
and Strengthening 
project in the 2023–24 
fiscal year.

Tenders were invited for 
the construction of a 2.5km 
RCC road from Kachiabunia 
(Khalgora) Launch Ghat Bazar to 
Baherchar Bazar (Uttar Kajir Hawla 
Mohsenia Madrasa). Rajshahi-based 
Barendra Construction Limited secured 
the contract for Tk 5.24 crore and began 
work late last year.

During an on-site visit, this 
correspondent found casting underway 
with muddy sand and stones being 
fed directly into the mixing machine, 
alongside hardened cement.

Contractor’s representative Ruhul 
Amin, who rushed to the site upon 
noticing media presence, admitted that 
some cement had clotted but claimed it 
was due to rain.

The work is being implemented by Jewel 
Molla, a resident of Dashmina upazila, 
instead of the original contracting firm.

Jewel admitted there were some 
difficulties, saying, “The stones were stored 

in a place that was flooded by tidal 
water. We had no alternative 

space, which caused the 
problem. But we are 

following the design, 
and no irregularities 
are taking place.”

Rangabali Upazila 
Engineer Md Habibur 
Rahman said the road 

project began last year 
and, so far, 45 percent 

progress had been made, 
including 600 metres of 

RCC casting.
“The contractor was 

supposed to inform us before starting 
the casting, but on Monday they began 
without notice. Upon hearing this, I sent 
my representative to stop the work. We will 
test the materials before allowing them to 
continue,” he said.

Rangabali UNO Rajib Das Purkayastha 
said, “I have already instructed the upazila 
engineer to speak with the contractor 
and warn them. No irregularities in 
development works will be tolerated.”

Mother, two 
children found 
dead in house
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

A woman and her two children were 
found dead in their rented flat at West 
Bandutia in Manikganj yesterday.

The deceased are Shikha Akhter, 
29, her son Arafat Islam Alvi, 9, and 
daughter Saifa Akter, 2. Police recovered 
the bodies after neighbours reported no 
response from inside the flat.

Manikganj Superintendent of 
Police Mosammat Yasmin Khatun said 
aluminum phosphide was found at the 
scene, suggesting the mother might 
have poisoned the children before 
taking her own life. The exact cause 
will be confirmed after autopsies.

Shikha’s husband Shahin Ahmed, 
42, left for Malaysia two months ago, 
said locals. 

His uncle Aman Ansari said Shahin 
had divorced his first wife before marrying 
Shikha and had moved her and the 
children into the flat before his departure.

Neighbour Alamgir Hossain said 
he called 999 after repeated knocks 
by him and the flat owner went 
unanswered, leading to the discovery.

CITY

Fakhrul dismisses Ei Samay interview 
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had sought 30 seats from 
the BNP for the upcoming 
national election, but 
the BNP showed “little 
interest.” 

The report further 
cited him as saying, “We 
offered a much smaller 
number, which they found 
unacceptable. I assure you: 

we will not allow Jamaat to 
overstep its bounds. We’ve 
unnecessarily given them 
more priority than they 
deserve as a political force.”

In a statement issued 
yesterday, Jamaat 
Secretary General Mia 
Golam Porwar said, “It is 
difficult for us to believe 
that such completely 

false, disrespectful, and 
vengeful comments have 
been made by a senior 
politician like Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir. 
The comments could not 
be further from the truth 
and lack decency. If these 
comments are indeed 
his, then we are forced 
to protest and condemn 

them.”
On BNP’s official 

Facebook page, the party 
reiterated Fakhrul’s denial, 
“The remarks attributed 
to him in the interview 
published in the Indian 
newspaper Ei Samay were 
never made by him.”

Meanwhile, Ei Samay 
posted two photocards 

on its verified Facebook 
page, captioned, “At the 
Gulshan office of Khaleda 
Zia, chairperson of BNP, 
the largest political 
party in Bangladesh at 
this moment. Anamitra 
Chatterjee with BNP 
Secretary General Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir on 
the 4th of this month.”

Two killed in 
road accident
STAR REPORT

Two people were killed and four others 
injured in a head-on collision between 
a CNG-run auto-rickshaw and a 
motorcycle in Dhaka’s Keraniganj on 
Monday night.

One of the deceased was identified 
as Nayan, 25, a Bangladeshi expatriate 
who had been living in Saudi Arabia. 
The identity of the other deceased, 
a man aged around 28, could not be 
confirmed immediately.

Sajib, Nayan’s cousin, said he was 
the son of Anu Mia from the Notun 
Sonakanda area of Keraniganj and had 
recently returned home from the KSA.

According to Nayan’s relatives 
and witnesses, the accident took 
place around 11:15pm in Naikelbag-
Konakhola area, leaving six people 
injured.

They were taken to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital.


