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‘Pillars of peace 
buckling under 

weight of impunity’
UN chief paints a dark picture of the world 

as he opens UN summit

AGENCIES

United Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said Tuesday that cuts 
to aid budgets were “wreaking havoc” as 
he opened the organisation’s annual 
meeting of world leaders, painting a 
dark picture of the world order.

“But development aid cuts are 
wreaking havoc. They are a death 
sentence for many. A stolen future for 
many more,” he said without mentioning 
the United States, responsible for many 
of the cuts, whose president will speak 
shortly after Guterres.

“This is the paradox of our time: we 
know what we need -- yet we are pulling 
away the very lifeline that makes it 
possible.”

In a doom-laden speech, Guterres 
pointed to worsening crises in a growing 
number of countries and warned of the 
risk of nuclear proliferation.

“Far too many crises continue 
unchecked. Impunity prevails. 
Lawlessness is a contagion. It invites 
mayhem, accelerates terror, and risks a 
nuclear free-for-all,” he said.

He did hold out a glimmer of hope, 
pointing to the ceasefire brokered 

between Cambodia and Thailand, and 
the agreement between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia, “brokered by the United States.”

But the UN chief warned that the 
“pillars of peace” were “buckling under 
the weight of impunity, inequality, and 
indifference.”

“Sovereign nations, invaded. Hunger, 
weaponised. Truth, silenced. Rising 
smoke from bombed-out cities. Rising 
anger in fractured societies. Rising seas 
swallowing coastlines,” he said.

The UN’s leader said that “around 
the world, we see countries acting as if 
the rules don’t apply to them. We see 
humans treated as less than human.”

He pointed to Sudan where he 
said “civilians are being slaughtered, 
starved, and silenced” and Gaza where 
“the horrors are approaching a third 
monstrous year.”

In this moment of crisis, Guterres 
said, the United Nations has never been 
more essential.

“The world needs our unique 
legitimacy, our convening power, 
our vision to unite nations, to bridge 
divides, and confront the challenges 
before us,” he said.
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Spain okays 
‘total’ arms 
embargo 
against Israel
AFP, Madrid

The Spanish government 
yesterday approved a 
“total” arms embargo on 
Israel, part of a package of 
measures aimed at halting 
what Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez called “the 
genocide in Gaza”.

The decree prohibits all 
exports to Israel of defence 
material and dual-use 
products or technologies, 
and the import of such 
equipment to Spain, 
Economy Minister Carlos 
Cuerpo said at a news 
conference.

It also blocks requests 
for the transit of aircraft 
fuel with potential military 
applications and bans 
imports of products 
originating from Israeli 
settlements in occupied 
Palestinian territories, 
Cuerpo said.

The decree will come 
into force immediately, but 
it must still be approved at 
a later date by parliament, 
said government sources.

Typhoon Ragasa 
nears Hong Kong
Schools shut, flights axed

AFP, Hong Kong

Hong Kong and parts of southern China ground to 
a halt yesterday evening as Super Typhoon Ragasa 
approached with high winds and lashing rain, 
forcing Chinese authorities to shut down schools 
and businesses in at least 10 cities.

Ragasa had already toppled trees, torn the 
roofs off buildings and killed at least two people 
while ripping through the northern Philippines, 
where thousands sought shelter in schools and 
evacuation centres. The typhoon has also killed 
two people in Taiwan.

The super typhoon was generating maximum 
sustained winds of 205 kilometres (127 miles) per 
hour near its centre while moving west across 
the South China Sea, according to Hong Kong’s 
weather service.

Other cities in the Southern province of 
Guangdong that are implementing the measures 
include Chaozhou, Zhuhai, Dongguan and Foshan.

In Hong Kong, classes were to be suspended 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, though the stock 
exchange adopted new rules this year to keep 
markets open during typhoons.

There were no flights out of Hong Kong after 
1000 GMT, according to the airport’s website. 
Cathay Pacific earlier said that more than 500 of 
its flights were set to be cancelled.

Ragasa -- named after the Filipino word for 
rapid motion -- is expected to make landfall in the 
central and western coastal areas of Guangdong 
within 24 hours.

East Timor 
to become 
Asean’s 11th 
member
AFP, Dili

East Timor is slated to 
become the 11th member 
of the Asean regional bloc 
in October, Malaysian 
PM Anwar Ibrahim said 
yesterday during a visit to 
the Southeast Asian nation.

The accession will be 
formalised at a gathering 
of world leaders in Kuala 
Lumpur, confirmed Anwar, 
whose country currently 
chairs the Association of 
South East Asian Nations.

East Timor is the 
youngest country in the 
region, having gained 
independence from 
Indonesia in 2002.

President Jose Ramos-
Horta has long campaigned 
for Asean membership.

Asean began as a five-
member bloc in 1967 and 
has gradually expanded, 
with Cambodia the most 
recent addition in 1999.

People sit down in the street to block traffic in a protest against US President Donald Trump in New York City yesterday. The protest goal was to 
block Trump’s motorcade ahead of his appearance at the UN General Assembly. World leaders convened for the 80th Session of UNGA, with this 
year’s theme for the annual global meeting being “Better together: 80 years and more for peace, development and human rights. PHOTO: STAR

Impose AI ‘red lines’
Scientists urge leaders ahead of UN meet

AFP, New York

Technology veterans, politicians and 
Nobel Prize winners called on nations 
around the world Monday to quickly 
establish “red lines” too dangerous for 
artificial intelligence to cross.

More than 200 prominent figures, 
including 10 Nobel laureates and 
scientists working at AI giants 
Anthropic, Google DeepMind, 
Microsoft and OpenAI, 
signed on to a letter 
released at the start of 
the latest session of the 
United Nations General 
Assembly.

“AI holds immense 
potential to advance 
human wellbeing, yet its 
current trajectory presents 
unprecedented dangers,” the 
letter read.

“Governments must act decisively 
before the window for meaningful 
intervention closes.”

AI red lines would be internationally 
agreed bans on uses deemed too risky 
under any circumstances, according to 
the creators of the letter.

Examples given included entrusting 

AI systems with command of nuclear 
arsenals or any kind of lethal autonomous 
weapons system.

Other red lines could be allowing AI 
to be used for mass surveillance, social 
scoring, cyberattacks, or impersonating 
people, according to those behind the 
campaign.

Those who signed the message urged 
governments to have AI red lines in 

place by the end of next year 
given the pace the technology 

is advancing.
“AI could soon 

far surpass human 
capabilities and escalate 
risks such as engineered 
pandemics, widespread 
disinformation, large-

scale manipulation of 
individuals including 

children, national and 
international security concerns, 

mass unemployment, and systematic 
human rights violations,” the letter read.

“Left unchecked, many experts, 
including those at the forefront 
of development, warn that it will 
become increasingly difficult to exert 
meaningful human control in the 
coming years.”

Nato warns 
Russia over 
airspace 
violations
AFP, Brussels

Nato yesterday warned 
Russia to stop an 
“escalatory” pattern of 
airspace violations along 
its eastern flank, after the 
alliance held urgent talks 
about a jet incursion over 
Estonia last week.

“Russia bears full 
responsibility for these 
actions, which are escalatory, 
risk miscalculation and 
endanger lives. They must 
stop,” Nato’s 32 member 
states said in a statement.

“Russia should be in 
no doubt: Nato and allies 
will employ, in accordance 
with international law, all 
necessary military and non-
military tools to defend 
ourselves and deter all 
threats from all directions.”

Estonia convened 
emergency consultations 
after armed Russian fighter 
jets violated its airspace for 
some 12 minutes on Friday.

Nato chief Mark Rutte 
said alliance forces would 
decide whether to fire upon 
Russian aircraft breaching 
its airspace “based on 
available intelligence 
regarding the threat posed 
by the aircraft.”

“Our message to the 
Russians is clear, we will 
defend every inch of allied 
territory,” he said.


