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‘700 Durga 
Puja mandaps 
vulnerable’
Sanatani Jagaran Jote 

seeks army deployment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Bangladesh Sammilita Sanatani 
Jagaran Jote, an alliance of leaders 
from Hindu community, has 
identified over 700 Durga Puja 
mandaps throughout the country as 
vulnerable.

The alliance leaders said this at a 
press conference at Dhaka Reporters 
Unity yesterday. Of those, Satkhira 
tops the list with 55 mandaps marked 
as risky, alongside others in Cumilla, 
Chattogram, Gazipur, Mymensingh, 
and Rajshahi, they said.

The alliance has already submitted 
the lists to the government and urged 
the government to deploy army and 
install CCTV cameras at all mandaps 
to ensure security.

Pradeep Kanti Dey, a representative 
of the alliance, said, “Since the 
army is already assisting the civil 
administration in maintaining law 
and order, their presence during 
Puja will help ensure peaceful 
celebrations.” 

Jibon pledges cyber cell
FROM PAGE 3

For students travelling long 
distances, a functional 
station is essential.” 

Jibon pledged to form 
a dedicated cyber cell to 
protect female students 
from cyberbullying. 
“Anonymous ‘bot 
accounts’ are used to 
harass female students. 
We want a powerful cyber 
cell so that no one dares 
to make offensive remarks 
again,” he said.

He also promised 
nutritious meals for 
students at subsidised 
rates, noting that poor 
food quality remains a 
major issue on campus.

On his chances of victory, 
Jibon said, “We believe 
our panel will secure a 
comprehensive win with 

the support of students. It 
includes leaders who faced 
persecution, first-year 
students whose voting rights 
we fought for, a women’s 
football team member, and a 
Dean’s Award recipient. Our 
panel is highly inclusive and 
acceptable to students.”

He, however, expressed 
concern over possible 
irregularities. 

“There were allegations 
of vote rigging in recent 
student union elections. 
We fear similar issues here. 
We urged the authorities 
to ensure fair polls by 
counting votes manually, 
but the commission insists 
on OMR machines. We 
strongly oppose this, 
as OMR always carries 
the risk of hacking or 
manipulation,” he said.

Seven burnt in 
Mohakhali petrol 
pump explosion
STAR REPORT

Seven people suffered burns in an explosion at Gulshan 
Petrol Pump in Mohakhali Amtali area of Dhaka yesterday.

Of them, Swapan Molla, 24, Kabir, 18, Rubel, 28, and 
Khairul, 28, are employees of the Gulshan Clean and 
Care company, while Masudur Rahman, 44, is another 
company owner, and Almagir Hossain, 40, and Sojib, 
31, are his employees.

Gulshan Clean and Care staff member Swapan 
said they were taken to the petrol pump to clean an 
underground tank. Once the fuel had been removed, 
they entered the tank to clean it and used an electric 
fan to remove the remaining gas inside.

“At one point, when we went to switch off the 
electric fan, the explosion occurred inside and all seven 
of us who were nearby suffered burns…,” he said.

Locals who rushed them to National Institute of 
Burn and Plastic Surgery said the fire was extinguished 
immediately after the explosion.

Doctors at the burn institute said the injured were 
kept under observation and the extent of the burns will 
be confirmed after further assessment.

Shamsul Huda 
passes away
CITY DESK

Md Shamsul 
H u d a , 
m a n a g i n g 
director of 
G r e a t w a l l 
C e r a m i c 
Industries Ltd, Charu 
Ceramic Industries Ltd 
and Bengal Agencies Ltd, 
passed away at a Dhaka 
hospital yesterday. 
He was 70, said a press 
release.  
All are requested to pray 
for the salvation of the 
departed soul.
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Locals suffer 
for dilapidated 
Netrakona road

JAYDUL ISLAM, Netrakona

Locals in Netrakona have long been 
enduring hardships caused by the 
deteriorating Razu Bazar-Sidhli Bazar 
road.

The 13.9-km stretch, particularly a 
13-km section from Razu Bazar 
to Sidhli Bazar, has become 
nearly impassable. 

The bitumen has 
worn off, leaving 
behind large potholes 
that make daily 
commuting a 
miserable experience 
for the people.

This road serves 
as a crucial route 
for thousands of 
residents from Netrokona 
Municipality, Medni, and 
Kaliara-Gabragati unions under Sadar 
upazila, along with several unions in 
Kalmakanda and Durgapur upazilas. 
It also connects long-haul passenger 
buses between Netrokona, Chattogram, 
and Sylhet.

Julhas Mia, a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw driver, said the damage to 
the road has significantly reduced his 
income as he now has to spend more on 
maintenance and repairs. 

Larger vehicles, including buses and 
trucks, largely avoid using the road.

The worst affected are patients 
traveling to Netrakona 

Modern Sadar Hospital 
and Mymensingh 

Medical College 
Hospital. 

Transport fares 
have also risen 
dramatically as 

drivers avoid using 
the road, said Mobarak 

Hossain, a farmer from 
Gabragati village.
“There are eight primary 

and two secondary schools 
along this road. Recently, two of our 
female teachers were injured in an easy-
bike accident. Students walking along 
the road often get splashed with dirty 
water, and many students miss school 
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Labourers load a boat with pottery items -- including pitchers, plates, and other pots -- to be transported to Dhaka from Barishal. Each 
boat carries pottery worth around Tk 7 lakh. The photo was taken at Maheshpur village in Bakerganj upazila yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Two slow lorises 
die after being 
entangled in wires
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Two endangered slow 
lorises died after being 
entangled in electric 
wires in Srimangal 
upazila of Moulvibazar 
recently.

The first incident 
took place on September 
18 at Paschim Baraura 
village, where locals 
noticed the animal 
hanging from electric 
lines and informed the 
Bangladesh Wildlife 
Service Foundation. 

Rescue efforts failed 
as the loris was already dead.

The second incident occurred on September 22 in 
Noagaon Saitula Khamar Project-2 area. 

Locals alerted BWSF, and its director Swapan Deb 
Sajal, along with activists Rajdeep Deb Deep and Liton 
Deb, requested the Moulvibazar Rural Electricity 
Association to cut the power to retrieve the animal. 

The loris was found dead and later handed over to 
the Forest Department’s Moulvibazar Range Office.

Officials said food and water shortages in Lawachara 
National Park are forcing wildlife into nearby localities, 
where they face fatal accidents.
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