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Akij Ceramics 
recognised by 
Superbrands
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Akij Ceramics has recently been recognised by 
Superbrands, the world’s largest independent 
arbiter of branding, as one of Bangladesh’s most 
trusted and influential brands for 2025-26 at an 
award-giving ceremony held at Le Méridien Dhaka.

This is the company’s second Superbrands 
accolade, reinforcing its reputation for excellence, 
innovation, and consumer trust in the ceramics 
industry, according to a press release.

Previously, Akij Ceramics received the “Best 
Brand Award” from Bangladesh Brand Forum for 
six consecutive years (2019-2024), cementing its 
position as the country’s leading tiles brand.

Since its inception in 2012, the company has 
gone beyond manufacturing tiles to redefining 
modern lifestyles. Through continuous innovation 
in design and aesthetics, it creates not merely 
products but aspirations - enhancing the beauty, 
functionality, and experience of living spaces 
across Bangladesh.

Mirza Azhar Ahmad, deputy managing director of Bank Asia PLC; Ruman Mahmood, managing director of G4S 
Secure Solutions Bangladesh (P) Limited; Khondoker Abdullahil Kafi, managing director of Ornate Logistics 
Limited; and Air Commodore (retd) M Alauddin Chowdhury, managing director of Protection One (Pvt) Limited, 
pose for photographs at the signing of the agreement at Bank Asia Tower in Dhaka recently. 
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Bank Asia PLC has recently signed a partnership 
agreement with G4S Secure Solutions Bangladesh (P) 
Limited, Protection One (Pvt) Limited, and Ornate 
Logistics Limited to provide cash-in-transit (CIT) services.

Mirza Azhar Ahmad, deputy managing director of 
Bank Asia PLC; Ruman Mahmood, managing director 
of G4S Secure Solutions Bangladesh (P) Limited; 
Khondoker Abdullahil Kafi, managing director of Ornate 
Logistics Limited; and Air Commodore (retd) M Alauddin 
Chowdhury, managing director of Protection One (Pvt) 
Limited, signed the agreement at Bank Asia Tower in 
Dhaka, according to a press release.

Under the partnership, the companies will provide 
nationwide cash-carrying services, including pick-up and 
delivery to and from Bangladesh Bank, other banks, and 
Bank Asia branches.

ANM Mahfuz, additional managing director of the 
bank, and Syed Zulkar Nayen, deputy managing director, 
along with other senior officials from the participating 
organisations, were also present.

Bank Asia inks deal with G4S, Protection One, 
Ornate Logistics for cash-in-transit services
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Mutual Trust Bank strikes deal with 
ShareTrip for digital services
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Mutual Trust Bank (MTB) PLC has 
entered into a partnership agreement 
with ShareTrip Limited, one of the 
leading travel agencies in Bangladesh, 
to offer a wider range of innovative 
digital services to MTB customers.

Syed Mahbubur Rahman, 
managing director and CEO of 
Mutual Trust Bank PLC, and Sadia 
Haque, chief executive officer and co-
founder of ShareTrip Limited, signed 

the agreement at the bank’s corporate 
head office in Gulshan, Dhaka 
recently, according to a press release.

Under the agreement, MTB 
customers will gain access to convenient 
digital payment solutions, remittance 
support, co-branded wallet cards, and 
comprehensive travel assistance.

Md Shafquat Hossain, deputy 
managing director and head of retail 
banking at the bank; Khalid Hossin, 
chief digital officer; Md Abu Bokar 
Siddik, head of card division; Tahsin 

Taher, head of retail segments; and 
Md Rozar Ibna Azad, head of brand, 
attended the ceremony.

Kashefur Rahman, managing 
director of the travel agency; 
Mohammad Toybur Rahaman, chief 
business officer of ST Pay; Shibly 
Sadiq, chief sales officer; Arup Ratan 
Barua, chief financial officer; and Md 
Nafiz Chowdhury, assistant general 
manager and head of marketing, were 
also present, along with other senior 
officials from both organisations.

Sadia Haque, chief executive officer and co-founder of ShareTrip Limited, and Syed Mahbubur Rahman, managing 
director and CEO of Mutual Trust Bank PLC, pose for photographs after signing the agreement at the bank’s 
corporate head office in Gulshan, Dhaka recently. PHOTO: MUTUAL TRUST BANK

Pubali Bank opens Tongi 
Industrial Area sub-
branch in Gazipur

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Pubali Bank PLC yesterday opened its 
Tongi Industrial Area sub-branch to 
provide modern banking services.

Azizur Rahman, director of Pubali Bank 
PLC, inaugurated the sub-branch as the 
chief guest, according to a press release.

Rahman said the Tongi Industrial Area 
is one of the country’s most important 
industrial hubs, where thousands of 
workers, businessmen, and entrepreneurs 
contribute daily to advancing the national 
economy.

“Through this sub-branch, Pubali 
Bank will be able to provide easier, faster, 
and more reliable banking services to 
businessmen, industrialists, and general 
customers. This sub-branch will play a 
vital role in accelerating local industrial 
development, job creation, and economic 
growth,” he added.

Mohammad Arifur Rahman, deputy 
general manager and regional manager 

for Gazipur, presided over the inaugural 
ceremony.

Mohammad Ali, managing director and 
CEO of the bank, said: “Pubali Bank has 
always been a pioneer in providing modern 
banking services. The inauguration of this 
sub-branch in the Tongi Industrial Area 
will boost business and commerce and 
encourage local people to avail themselves 
of banking facilities.” “Expanding financial 
services in industrial areas is crucial for 
the national economy. This sub-branch 
will deliver modern, technology-based 
banking facilities to industrial owners, 
businessmen, and the general public, 
thereby further strengthening financial 
inclusion.”

“I believe Pubali Bank will become 
a reliable partner in the economic 
development of this region,” he added.

Mohammad Mizanur Rahman, 
assistant general manager of the bank, was 
also present, along with senior executives 
and local businessmen.

Azizur Rahman, a director of Pubali Bank PLC, inaugurates the Tongi Industrial Area 
sub-branch of the bank in Gazipur yesterday. PHOTO: PUBALI BANK
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Prime Bank Foundation has 
provided financial assistance to 
establish the Khalil-Malik Cancer 
and Kidney Screening Centre in 
Chuadanga under its corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) 
programme, aiming to support 
free cancer and kidney treatment 
for underprivileged communities.

Maj Gen (retd) Md Nayeem 
Ashfaque Chowdhury, chief 
executive officer of Prime Bank 
Foundation, handed over the cheque 
to Sadiqur Rahman Malik, chairman 
of Khalil-Malik Hospital and Khalil-
Malik Foundation, at Prime Tower 
in the capital’s Nikunja yesterday, 
according to a press release.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Chowdhury said: “Currently, around 
22 percent of people in Bangladesh 

suffer from kidney diseases, while 
nearly 13 percent are affected by 
cancer. Due to high treatment costs, 
timely medical care remains out of 
reach for many patients.” 

“This new screening centre will 
serve as a vital step in providing 
affordable primary screening and 
treatment facilities.”

Since 2007, under its CSR 
initiatives, Prime Bank PLC has 
been working to improve the 
education and healthcare sectors 
through Prime Bank Foundation.

Since its inception, under the 
Education Support Programme, 
the foundation has awarded 
scholarships worth over Tk 
44 crore to 4,464 students. 
Among them, more than 3,600 
have already completed higher 
education and around 2,000 are 
currently employed.

Sadiqur Rahman Malik, chairman of Khalil-Malik Hospital and Khalil-
Malik Foundation, receives the cheque from Maj Gen (retd) Md Nayeem 
Ashfaque Chowdhury, chief executive officer of Prime Bank Foundation, 
at Prime Tower in the capital’s Nikunja yesterday. 

Prime Bank Foundation provides financial 
aid to set up cancer, kidney care centre
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ACI Nutrilife, the health and 
wellness-focused brand from ACI 
Foods & Commodity Brands, has 
been honoured with the Superbrand 
recognition, reaffirming its position 
as one of the most trusted names in 
health and wellness in Bangladesh.

The award ceremony, organised 
by Bangladesh Brand Forum at 
Le Méridien Dhaka recently, was 
attended by Faria Yasmin, chief 
business officer of ACI Foods 
& Commodity Brands, and Md 
Rezaul Islam, president of ACI 
Consumer Brands, according to a 
press release.

Speaking on the recognition, 
Yasmin said: “This Superbrand award 

is a testament to the trust of our 
consumers and the dedication of our 
teams. From our early innovations 
to the latest additions to our 
healthy product range, ACI Nutrilife 
continues to redefine healthy living 
with everyday essentials. We are 
proud to bring smarter, healthier 
choices to every home, because with 
ACI Nutrilife, healthy living begins 
now.”

Beginning its journey with rice 
bran oil, brown atta, low-GI rice, and 
multigrain atta, ACI Nutrilife has 
steadily expanded its portfolio with 
innovative products such as Oats 
Plus Atta, High Fiber Atta, Black Rice, 
Brown Rice, and Power Drink Mix, 
offering healthier and smarter food 
choices for consumers.

Faria Yasmin, chief business officer of ACI Foods & Commodity 
Brands, and other officials pose for group photographs with 
Geeteara Safiya Choudhury, founder and chairman of Adcomm 
Limited, at Le Méridien Dhaka recently.

ACI Nutrilife recognised as a Superbrand  
in Bangladesh
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