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RAJBARI SHRINE VIOLENCE

Another arrested 
in murder case
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Police arrested one more suspect on Sunday night 
in connection with a murder during a clash outside 
Nural Pagla’s Darbar Sharif in Rajbari’s Goalanda 
upazila.

The arrestee, Sojib Sheikh, 24, of Natunpara 
Ujanchar village, was arrested from his home around 
12:30am yesterday during a drive by Goalanda 
police.

Confirming the arrest, Md Sharif Al Rajib, 
additional superintendent of police (crime and 
operations), said CCTV footage showed Mizanur 
involved in looting at the shrine.

He was later identified and detained in a case filed 
by Azad Molla, father of victim Rasel Molla.

The case includes charges of grievous assault, 
looting, arson, murder, exhuming a body from a 
grave and burning it, the police official said.

With this arrest, the number of people held in the 
Rasel murder case has risen to nine.

In total, 26 suspects have been detained so far in 
two separate cases filed over the incident, according 
to police.

On September 5, hundreds of people attacked 
the darbar sharif, exhumed the body of Nurul from 
his grave and set it on fire.
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by students of Rajshahi 
University,” she said.

Paroma said her priority 
will be advancing research 
opportunities for students, 
the core objective of 
higher education. “I will 
work on upgrading the 
library facilities, curbing 
session jams, addressing 
the accommodation crisis, 
and creating a healthier 
environment on campus,” 
she said.

“At the same time, 
my ultimate goal is to 
build a non-communal 
and discrimination-free 
campus. Every student will 
enjoy equal rights. There 
will be no nepotism or 
bias. I want to represent 
students from a completely 

neutral standpoint,” she 
added.

She said they could not 
present a full panel for 
various reasons. “However, 
alongside the nominees 
of Chhatra Union, we 
also have independent 
candidates who uphold the 
spirit of the Liberation War 
and want to contribute to 
building a non-communal 
Bangladesh.”

Paroma expressed 
hope that the Rucsu polls 
will be held fairly and 
transparently. “Winning or 
losing is part of an election, 
and we will accept the 
results. Most importantly, 
Rucsu elections must be 
held regularly. That is one 
of our core demands with 
its revival after 35 years.”

Ratul promises 
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struggle and honesty.”
“For years, our campus 

has seen a political 
environment marked by 
terrorism and oppression 
against general students. 
My first initiative will 
be to bring all student 
organisations under a 
binding social contract. 
Those who violate it will be 
socially held accountable 
by students,” he said.

He also promised 
to eliminate all forms 
of discrimination and 
ensure equal treatment 
for everyone on campus, 
regardless of identity. 

His pledges include 
budget allocations, 
creation of part-time 
jobs for students, and 
resolving issues regarding 
accommodation, food, 
healthcare, women’s safety, 
transport, and facilities for 
students with special needs.

Ratul vowed to 
introduce an independent 
student rating system 
for teachers, saying he 
would work to eliminate 
corruption, politicisation, 

and nepotism in teachers’ 
recruitment.

“The Rucsu polls is 
a new experience, and 
a festive atmosphere is 
prevailing. I want Rucsu to 
be held regularly. If elected, 
I will integrate it into the 
academic calendar. Also, 
the president’s excessive 
powers will be curtailed 
and authority transferred 
to representatives of 
general students,” he said.

Ratul also said, “Before 
August 5, one group 
dominated the campus. 
Afterward, another group 
tried to do the same. 
General students will 
not accept this. They 
will elect competent 
representatives.”
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Finding fortune 
in resin trade

Engineer-turned-entrepreneur creates 
jobs for 400 families in Gopalganj

A Correspondent, Gopalganj

Md Sohel Rana, an engineer-turned-
entrepreneur, has achieved self-reliance 
through a unique trade -- collecting lac 
resin from raintrees.

Hailing from Chapainawabganj, 
Rana studied Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering at Gopalganj University 
of Science and Technology and now 
runs his business in Gobra union under 
Gopalganj Sadar upazila.

Through his venture, he not only 
turned his own fortune but also created 
employment opportunities for around 
400 local families.

“While visiting Satkhira as a 
student, I first learned about 
lac -- a type of resin collected 
from lac insect infested 
raintrees. My home district 
is Chapainawabganj, where 
this resin is sold. After 
returning to Gopalganj, 
I looked for lac resin here 
and encouraged locals to get 
involved. Alongside my studies, I 
started this business two years ago with 
a small capital,” Rana told The Daily Star.

“At first, I used to buy and sell small 
amounts of resin. Now I purchase and 
sell 40-50 maunds every week, earning 
a monthly profit of Tk 50,000-60,000. 
Around 400 families in Gopalganj are 
involved in this business with me, and 
have gained financial stability.”

He explained that collectors bring 
three categories of lac resin. Depending 
on the grade, he buys them at Tk 
400–500 per kilogramme. The resin is 

stored and dried in a warehouse before 
being supplied to lacquer factories in 
Chapainawabganj.

Rana believes the business could 
expand further with government 
support.

In Gopalganj Sadar and surrounding 
upazilas, many people are now collecting 
lac resin from trees as an additional 
source of income. 

Locally, lac resin is known as “virus.”
Md Roni Molla, a lac resin collector, 

said, “I work as a logger. When I learned 
that this ‘virus’ sells, I started collecting 
and selling it. I’ve been doing this for 

about a year and now earn Tk 
20,000-25,000 per month.”

Dr Nahmina Begum, 
chairperson of the Botany 
Department at Gopalganj 
University of Science and 
Technology, said, “In the 
last two to three years, 

infestations of the lac insect 
(Kerria lacca) have been 

observed in Gopalganj. This red 
parasitic insect completes its six-

month life cycle on host trees, producing 
a protective red resin on the branches. 
Locals then collect this resin for sale.”

“After processing, this resin is used 
to make seedlac, which is used as 
wood polish and lacquer, as well as 
for dyeing wool, silk, and leather. In 
addition, seedlac is used in cosmetics, 
juices, carbonated drinks, jams, sauces, 
candies, and pharmaceuticals.” 

Considering its economic viability, 
large-scale production of lac resin is 
possible, she added.

Passengers jump off a speedboat onto the Kumira Ghat in Chattogram’s Sitakunda. Every day, people travel on such overcrowded speedboats 
without life jackets or emergency equipment, putting their lives at risk. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN


