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2 firefighters suffer 100%  

burns in Tongi blaze
Says burn institute; 5 injured, 3 in critical condition

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two firefighters suffered burns on 100 
percent of their bodies in yesterday’s 
fire at a chemical warehouse in Tongi, 
said authorities at the National Institute 
of Burn and Plastic Surgery in Dhaka.

Dr Shawon Bin Rahman, resident 
surgeon at the institute’s emergency 
department, said another firefighter 
sustained 42 percent burns.

Talha Bin Jasim, officer at Fire 
Service media cell, said five people, 
including four firefighters, were 
burnt when an explosion occurred 
while they were trying to control 
the fire that broke out at a tin-shed 
warehouse in Sahara Market of Tongi 
yesterday noon.

The injured are firefighters 
Shamim Ahmed, 42; Joy Hasan, 
28; Nurul Huda, 40; Inspector 
Khondoker Jannatul Naim, 38; and 
shop employee Al-Amin Hossain, 28.

He said the warehouse contained 
sodium-based substances. “When the 
firefighters tried to douse the flames, a 
chemical explosion occurred, leaving 
them seriously burnt,” he said.

The shop employee was admitted 
to the burn unit of DMCH.

Dr Fazle Rabbi, assistant registrar at 
the burn institute, said, “Nurul Huda 
and Shamim Ahmed suffered 100 
percent burns, including damages to 
their respiratory tracts. Joy suffered 
burns on five percent of his body 
and has been released after primary 

treatment. Inspector Jannatul Naim 
sustained 42 percent burns.”

He added that Nurul, Shamim, and 
Naim were in critical condition.

A video of the incident showed 
thick smoke billowing from the 
tin-shed building after a sudden 
explosion, with a firefighter seen 
crawling out from inside.

At a press briefing yesterday 
evening, fire service officials said the 
blaze was brought under control at 
around 7:00pm.

The warehouse stored chemicals 
including sodium bicarbonate, 
hydrochloric acid, bleaching powder, 
batteries, stone, and soda in a 
haphazard manner, in violation of 
safety regulations, they added.

City

Farmers in Boalmari village of Char Asariada union in Rajshahi are harvesting half-ripe paddy. Much of the land 
in this area has been lost to the river, along with various trees and crops. Fearing further losses, farmers have 
begun harvesting whatever they can immediately. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN 

Pro-Palestinian protesters fight 
cops in Milan, block ports

REUTERS, Milan

Protesters against Israel’s Gaza 
offensive clashed with police in Milan 
and other Italian cities yesterday as 
tens of thousands marched in Rome 
and dockworkers blocked ports in 
solidarity with Palestinians.

Police in riot gear fired tear gas 
to try to disperse protesters at the 
central station in Milan, a Reuters 
witness reported. The protesters, 
some dressed in black and others 
waving the Palestinian flag, used a 
pole to smash a window at the station 
and hurled a chair at police during 
the clashes.

More than 10 people were arrested 
in Milan and around 60 police 
officers suffered bruising or more 
serious injuries, Italy’s ANSA news 
agency reported.

The protests were part of a 
nationwide strike called by trade 
unions against the mass killings of 
Palestinians in Gaza.

At the port in Venice, police 
deployed water cannon to help break 
up demonstrations. Workers also 
staged protests at ports in the cities 
of Genoa, Livorno and Trieste.

The dockworkers say they are 
seeking to prevent Italy from being 
used as a staging post for the transfer 

of arms and other supplies to Israel 
used in its war against Hamas in Gaza.

Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni 
condemned the scenes in Milan, 
Italy’s financial capital and co-host of 
the Winter Olympics next February.

“(This was) violence and 
destruction that have nothing to do 
with solidarity and will not change the 
lives of people in Gaza by a fraction, 
but will have concrete consequences 
for Italian citizens who will end up 
suffering and paying for the damage 
caused by these hooligans,” she said 
on X.

Meloni’s right-wing government 
is a traditional supporter of Israel 
within Europe, and has ruled out 
following other Western nations by 
recognising a Palestinian state.

Protesters halted traffic on 
a motorway close to the city of 
Bologna before being dispersed by 
water cannon, while in Rome tens of 
thousands rallied outside the main 
train station before a march that 
blocked a major ring road.

In the southern city of Naples, 
there were skirmishes with police as 
crowds forced their way into the main 
railway station. Some of them briefly 
got on to the tracks, causing delays to 
services.

Demonstrations were held in cities 
up and down Italy, schools were 
closed and the strikes affected some 
public transport.

In the northwestern city of 
Genoa, protesters among a crowd of 
several hundred people waved the 
Palestinian flag during gatherings 
around the port.

“The Palestinian people continue 
to give us yet another lesson in 
dignity and resistance,” said Ricky, a 
protester in Genoa from a grassroots 
labour group called the Autonomous 
Port Workers’ Collective.

“We learn from them and try to do 
our part,” he added.


