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Iran halts 
cooperation 
with IAEA
AFP, Tehran

Iran’s top security 
body said that action 
by Britain, France and 
Germany to reimpose 
UN sanctions will 
“effectively suspend” its 
cooperation with the UN 
nuclear watchdog.

“Despite the foreign 
ministry’s cooperation 
with the (International 
Atomic Energy) Agency 
and the presentation 
of plans to resolve the 
issue, the actions of 
European countries 
will effectively suspend 
the path of cooperation 
with the agency,” the 
Supreme National 
Security Council said in 
a televised statement.

The announcement 
comes after the Security 
Council voted on Friday 
to reimpose frozen UN 
sanctions, saying Iran 
was not complying.

The vote means that 
the sanctions, which 
were suspended in 
return for curbs on 
Iran’s nuclear activities 
set out in the 2015 deal, 
will take renewed effect 
on September 28 unless 
Iran can persuade the 
council to relent in the 
next week.

Trump’s deal 
on Bagram 
‘not possible’
Says Afghan govt

AFP, Kabul

An Afghan government 
defence official yesterday 
said that a deal over Bagram 
air base was “not possible”, 
after US President Donald 
Trump said he wanted the 
former US base back.

Bagram, the largest 
air base in Afghanistan 
located north of the capital 
Kabul, was the centre of US 
operations in their 20 year-
war against the Taliban.

Trump threatened 
unspecified punishment 
against Afghanistan if it 
was not returned.

“If Afghanistan doesn’t 
give Bagram Airbase back 
to those that built it, the 
United States of America, 
BAD THINGS ARE GOING 
TO HAPPEN!!!” the 79-year-
old leader wrote on his 

Truth Social platform.
On Sunday, Fasihuddin 

Fitrat, chief of staff of 
Afghanistan’s ministry of 
defence, said “some people” 
want to take back the base 
through a “political deal”.

“Recently, some people 
have said that they have 
entered negotiations with 
Afghanistan for taking 
back Bagram air base,” 
he said in comments 
broadcast by local media.

“A deal over even an inch 
of Afghanistan’s soil is not 
possible. We don’t need it.”

Later, in an official 
statement, the Afghan 
government warned 
that “Afghanistan’s 
independence and 
territorial integrity are of 
the utmost importance”.

Trump has repeatedly 
criticised the loss of the 
base, noting its proximity 
to China. However, on 
Thursday, during a state 
visit to Britain, he publicly 
raised the idea of the United 
States retaking control of it 
for the first time.

US and Nato troops 
chaotically pulled out of 
Bagram in July 2021.

Protesters clash with riot police during an anti-government demonstration in Lima yesterday. The protest, 
organised by a youth collective called “Generation Z”, is part of growing social unrest in Peru against 
organised crime, corruption in public office, and a recent pension reform. PHOTO: AFP

Members of the Community and Civil Councils hold rifles during a military training on weaponry at Fort Tiuna 
in Caracas on Saturday. Venezuela has started military training for civilians as US President Donald Trump 
threatened it with “incalculable” consequences if it refuses to take back migrants. PHOTO: AFP

Stop using 
foreign products
Modi urges Indians
REUTERS, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a public 
address yesterday asked citizens to stop using 
foreign-made products and instead use local ones, 
pushing for a self-reliant campaign when trade 
ties with the United States have soured.

After US President Donald Trump imposed a 
50% tariff on imported Indian goods, Modi has 
been urging use of “Swadeshi”, or made-in-India 
goods. His supporters have started campaigns to 
boycott American brands including McDonald’s 
MCD.N, Pepsi PEP.O and Apple AAPL.O, which 

are hugely popular in India.
“A lot of products we use daily are 
foreign made, we just don’t know 

... we will have to get rid of them,” 
Modi said in an address to the 
nation ahead of Monday’s 
implementation of widespread 
consumer tax cuts.

“We should buy products 
that are made in India,” he 

added, without naming any 
country.

India’s population of 1.4 billion is 
a major market for American consumer goods, 
often purchased from U.S. online retailer Amazon.
com AMZN.O. Over the years, the reach of U.S. 
brands has expanded deep into smaller towns.

Modi also asked shopkeepers to focus on 
retailing made-in-India products, arguing that 
this will boost the country’s economic growth.

In recent weeks, many companies have 
increased the promotion of local goods.

India’s Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal is 
expected to visit Washington soon for trade talks, 
a trip that would take place amid efforts to ease 
strained bilateral ties.

Israeli strikes kill 55 
people in Gaza

Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians flee Gaza City
REUTERS, Cairo

Israeli forces blew up more 
residential buildings in Gaza 
City yesterday, killing dozens 
of Palestinians and prompting 
many others to flee, Gazan health 
authorities said, as Israel’s tanks 
pushed further into the densely 
populated city.

Nearly two years into the war, 
Israel describes Gaza City as the last 
bastion of Hamas, and the military 
has been demolishing housing 
blocks it says were being used by the 
militant group since launching its 
ground assault in the city this month.

A pregnant woman and her 
two children were among 55 
people killed yesterday, Al-Jazeera 
reported, quoting medics. At least 
37 of the victims were in Gaza City, 
sources said.

The Israeli military did not 
immediately comment on the 
deaths, issuing a statement saying 
its forces had killed “numerous” 
militants.

Relatives sifted through the 
rubble of one of the apartment 
buildings that was hit in Gaza City, 
trying to salvage their belongings.

“The mother, the boy, the girl, 
and the baby in her womb - we found 
them all gone,” said Mosallam Al-
Hadad, the dead woman’s father-

in-law, saying his son had been 
seriously injured in the strike.

Israel said on Saturday its forces 
had expanded their operations in 
the Gaza City area over the past 
few days, killing 30 militants and 
locating weapons.

Yesterday, witnesses said Israeli 
tanks were advancing towards 
the west through Tel Al-Hawa, a 
southeastern suburb.

The Israeli military estimates 
that more than 450,000 people 
have left the city since the start of 
September. Hamas disputes this, 
saying just under 300,000 have 
left and that about 900,000 people 
remain.

In southern Israel, air raid sirens 
sounded when Gaza militants fired 
two rockets across the border, 
one of which was intercepted and 
the other fell in an open field, the 
military said. No casualties were 
reported.

The offensive has alarmed 
families of Israeli hostages still held 
by Hamas in Gaza. Twenty of those 
48 captives are thought to still be 
alive.

Thousands rallied on Saturday 
night outside Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s official 
residence in Jerusalem, calling on 
him to make a deal that will end the 
war and bring the hostages home.

Turning the agency 
into an instrument 
that goes after his 
enemies, whether 

they’re guilty or 
not... is the path to a 
dictatorship. That’s 
what dictatorships 

do.

CHUCK SCHUMER 
US Senate minority leader 

on Trump’s call for the 
Justice Department to 
take action against his 

enemies 


