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Two killed as 
bus hits bike
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Patuakhali

Two people were killed and 
another was injured after 
a bus hit their motorcycle 
from behind in Auliapur of 
Patuakhali Sadar upazila 
yesterday.

Anwar Molla, 45, a 
pillion rider, died on the 
spot while motorcyclist 
Md Shamim, 35, 
succumbed to his injuries 
on the way to Barishal, 
said police.

Another pillion rider, 
Hridoy, was rushed to 
Sher-e-Bangla Medical 
College Hospital in 
Barishal.

Police and witnesses 
said three were heading 
from Golachipa towards 
Patuakhali when the 
Meghna Paribahan bus 
from Kuakata hit them.

Patuakhali Sadar Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge 
Imtiaz Ahmed said the bus 
driver and his assistant 
managed to flee. 

BIMAN BANGLADESH AIRLINES

180 passengers 
stranded in Dubai 
for 46 hours
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Around 180 passengers of a Biman 
Bangladesh Airlines flight have been 
stranded in Dubai for nearly two days 
since Tuesday night, after their scheduled 
aircraft developed a technical fault.

They remained stranded as of filing 
this report yesterday.

To bring them back, a scheduled flight 
[Boeing 777] went to Dubai at 5:00pm 
yesterday, which was supposed to leave 
for Dhaka around midnight local time, 
said Biman’s General Manager (Public 
Relations) Boshra Islam while talking to 
The Daily Star.

The passengers were originally due to 
depart Dubai on a Boeing 787 late Tuesday 
night. But the aircraft could not take off 
due to technical issues, Boshra confirmed. 
They were later accommodated in 
different hotels in the city.

Biman sent replacement parts on 
Wednesday, but repairs failed. Passengers 
were told the flight would resume on 
Wednesday night and were picked up 
from hotels at 9:00pm, only for the 
departure to be cancelled again after 
multiple reschedulings.

The incident comes amid growing 
concerns about Biman’s fleet. 

At least 10 aircraft have suffered 
technical glitches in the past two months 
-- from burst wheels to excessive engine 
vibration and rising cabin temperature.

Civil Aviation Adviser SK Bashiruddin 
on Wednesday directed officials to 
prioritise resolving the airline’s technical 
failures. “Technical faults in Biman are 
directly linked to the safety of people’s 
lives. To uphold the airline’s reputation, 
these issues must be addressed 
immediately, and the administration 
and engineering departments must act 
responsibly,” he said.
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Children catch small fish from the muddy bed of a low-lying waterbody in Mukunda Patti area of Barishal Sadar upazila after it was drained 
for irrigation. The photo was taken recently.   PHOTO: TITU DAS

FM MIZANUR RAHAMAN, Ctg

Incidents of theft of manhole lids 
and iron slab covers of drains are 
on the rise in Chattogram city, 
causing serious inconvenience to 
residents.

Petty criminals and addicts 
are allegedly behind the thefts, 
often targeting the same spots 
repeatedly. Even cement-cast 
covers are sometimes stolen, 
leaving the authorities in a fix 
about how to stop the menace. 
Awareness advertisements have 
been published in newspapers 
time and again, but the problem 
persists. 

The thefts are disrupting the 
movement of vehicles and 
pedestrians, worsening 
traffic congestion 
and raising the 
risk of accidents, 
particularly at 
night.

Chattogram 
WASA is 
c u r r e n t l y 
implementing a 
sewerage project 
in the port city, as 
part of which iron lids 
are being installed for 
manholes at different points.

Heavy iron covers had also 
been installed earlier on water 
distribution pipeline points. Both 

types are being stolen repeatedly, 
according to CWASA.

During visits to Halishahar, 
Boropool, Nayabazar, Agrabad, 
Sursen Road and several other 
neighbourhoods, numerous 
manhole lids were found missing.

To avert accidents, locals tied 
red cloth to bamboo poles placed 

in the manholes 
as warnings for 

drivers. Goods-
laden trucks and 

heavy vehicles were seen 
moving slowly while passing 

through the areas, causing long 
tailbacks.

“In the early morning, when 

traffic is low, addicts break open 
the covers with hammers or heavy 
stones and take those away. Even 
if new ones are installed, they steal 
those again,” said Abul Monsur, a 
roadside tea seller.

Abdus Sabur, a resident of 
Halishahar K-block, said, “The 
theft of manhole covers has 

increased significantly. The 
thieves are so skilled that they can 
quickly remove the iron lids. They 
are even stealing the iron slabs 
placed over drains.”

Kazi Manjurul Islam, a 
resident of Enayet Bazar area, 
echoed him.

CWASA Chief Engineer Maksud 

Alam said the theft of manhole 
lids has become a major headache 
for them.

“For water pipeline chambers, 
we immediately replace them 
once informed. The responsibility 
for sewerage line covers lies with 
the contractors since the project is 
ongoing. So far, we have installed 
around 60 new covers in the last 
several months. Whenever theft 
occurs, we file general diaries with 
the respective police stations,” he 
said.

“It’s not just drug peddlers or 
local gangs. Sometimes thieves 
posing as CWasa staffers arrive in 
vehicles and take away the covers. 
Most thefts occur during the early 
hours of the morning. To prevent 
this, we are now installing heavier 
and modified iron covers. There’s 
little that can be done with stolen 
manhole covers apart from selling 
them to roadside scrap shops,” he 
added.

When asked about the GDs 
filed in connection with the 
thefts, several police officials, 
wishing anonymity, said that if 
a GD is filed, then police start 
investigation into it. 

However, in many cases, there is 
no CCTV camera coverage around 
the manholes on the roads, so the 
culprits cannot be identified. If 
someone is caught red handed, 
legal action is taken in such cases.

Manhole lid theft 
on the rise in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

A wild male elephant, around 35 years old, has been found 
dead in the remote hills of Ukhiya in Cox’s Bazar.

The incident took place on Wednesday afternoon in 
Rafique’s Ghona area of Dochhari.

Locals said they noticed the carcass and informed the 
Forest Department, which later recovered it and collected 
samples for an autopsy yesterday.

Kazi Tarikur Rahman, assistant conservator of forests 
under the Cox’s Bazar South Forest Division, said the 
samples have been sent to a laboratory for testing. “Once 
the post-mortem report is available, we will know whether 
the death was natural or accidental,” he added.

The elephant was later buried under the supervision of 
the Forest Department, said the official.

Wild elephant found 
dead in Ukhiya hills

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Over one lakh people 
from Lalmonirhat Sadar 
and Kurigram’s Phulbari, 
Nageshwari and Bhurungamari 
upazilas have long been 
suffering due to slow progress 
in the construction of a bridge 
over the Ratnai river.

The 130-metre long and 
10.30-metre-wide bridge, 
being constructed in the 
Kulaghat area, is considered 
by locals as the gateway to the 
Dharla Bridge.

According to Roads 
and Highways Department 
sources, the construction was 
scheduled to be completed 
at a cost of Tk 25 crore by 
December 2023. 

Along with the main 
structure, a 172-metre 
connecting road is also being 
built as part of the project. 
Concrete Steel Technical 
Engineering, a contracting 
company, was awarded the 
work.

However, complications 
over land acquisition caused 
significant delays, leading to 
five extensions of the deadline 
over the last one and a half 
years and causing frustration 
among locals. 

The RHD recently promised 
a sixth deadline, aiming to 
open the bridge to traffic in 
December this year.

In the meantime, residents 
of the four upazilas are being 
compelled to use an old, risky 
and fragile iron bridge for their 
daily commute and vehicular 
movement. 

At least 2,000 light vehicles 
cross the bridge every day. 

“Vehicles have to use this 
dilapidated iron bridge at great 
risk. No vehicle carrying more 
than two tonnes of goods can 

pass over it. As a result, traders 
have to bear higher transport 
costs,” said Noor Hossain, 55, 
of Kulaghat.

Subhash Chandra Sen, 60, 
a businessman in Phulbari, 
echoed him.

Sirajul Islam, 45, an easy-
bike driver, said, “When vehicles 
enter from one end of the iron 
bridge, those on the other end 
must wait. This causes delay. 

Moreover, the wooden planks 
of the iron bridge are broken at 
places, so we always feel at risk 
of accidents while crossing it.”

Liton Mia, manager of 
the contractor firm, said the 
bridge’s main structure is 
complete while work on the 
connecting road is underway. 

“Without complications 
regarding land acquisition, 
the work would have been 

completed a year earlier. 
Nonetheless, the bridge will 
be opened by December this 
year,” he added.

Contacted, Abdul Momen, 
executive engineer of RHD in 
Lalmonirhat, said, “The delays 
occurred due to complications 
with land acquisition. The 
bridge and the connecting 
road will be opened for use in 
December.”

LALMONIRHAT SADAR

Locals suffer as 
bridge work stalls


