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Pak military 
kills 31 TTP 
militants
AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan’s military said it 
had killed 31 local Taliban 
militants in two separate 
operations near the border 
with Afghanistan, where 
the group’s presence has 
increased.

It comes after 12 soldiers 
were killed in an ambush 
in a neighbouring district 
on Saturday, an attack 
claimed by the Pakistani 
Taliban (TTP).

The military said in a 
statement published late 
Monday that it had killed 31 
“Khwarij” over the weekend, 
a recent term adopted by 
authorities to describe TTP 
fighters.

It accused archfoe India, 
with which Pakistan fought 
a four-day skirmish in May, 
of backing the militants.

“Sanitisation operations 
are being conducted to 
eliminate any other Indian 
sponsored” militants in the 
area, said the statement 
published late Monday.

Islamabad accuses 
Afghanistan of failing 
to expel militants using 
Afghan territory to launch 
attacks on Pakistan, which 
authorities in Kabul deny.

More than 460 people, 
mostly members of the 
security forces, have been 
killed this year in attacks 
carried out by armed groups 
fighting the state, both in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistan.
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World’s ‘oldest mummies’ found in Asia!
AFP, Bangkok

Some ancient societies in China 
and southeast Asia appear to have 
smoke-dried their dead, effectively 
mummifying them thousands of 
years earlier than their Egyptian 
counterparts, new research has found.

While the bandage-bound bodies 
of ancient Egypt date back perhaps 
as far as 4,500 years ago, the oldest 
previously known examples of 
mummification are from ancient 
Chilean societies.

There, the dry air of the Atacama 
coastline allowed for natural 
mummification by drying.

But the bodies retrieved by 
researchers from China and 

southeast Asia came largely from 
humid regions.

The scientists were initially 
intrigued by the contorted positions 
of skeletons found in burial sites in 
China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Laos, 
Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia.

The intact nature of the skeletons 
suggested there was no attempt to 
cremate the bodies, and preservation 

was the goal.
They theorised that the contorted 

burials might have been possible 
because no soft tissue remained 
on the bodies -- the result of 
mummification by drying, a practice 
known in parts of Indonesia’s Papua.

They tested this by analysing the 
composition of bone samples from 
the sites against control samples 
taken from ancient burial sites 
in Japan and found evidence of 
exposure to mostly low-temperature 
heat.

The samples include some dating 
back more than 10,000 years, 
suggesting societies were practicing 
forms of mummification thousands 
of years earlier than previously known.

‘Nothing here’
Lack of jobs forces young Nepalis abroad

AFP, Pharping

After youth protests over corruption 
and joblessness toppled Nepal’s 
parliament and left dozens dead, 
villagers like Santosh Sunar see their 
own struggles reflected in the nation’s 
turmoil.

The 31-year-old is jobless and 
desperately seeking work, yet he dreads 
the day he finds it -- knowing it will 
likely mean splitting his family further, 
leaving his daughter with his mother, 
with his wife already abroad.

“There are no opportunities even 
after education,” said 
Santosh, who 
lives in the rural 
settlement of 
Pharping, on 
the outskirts 
of the capital 
Kathmandu.

He is far from 
alone.

A “staggering” 
82 percent of 
Nepal’s workforce 
is in informal 
employment, one 
in five Nepalis aged 15–24 are jobless, 
according to the World Bank.

With few prospects at home, where 
GDP per capita is only $1,447, millions of 
Nepalis look abroad. Remittances now 
account for a third of GDP, the world’s 
fourth-highest rate. In Pharping, nearly 
every second household has a relative 
overseas.

Santosh’s wife Amrita, 22, is a 
waitress in Dubai.

“We really miss each other,” Santosh 
told AFP, who has previously worked in 
India’s tech-hub of Bengaluru.

“It’s tough being away from your wife 
-- and tougher knowing I’d also have to 

leave my mother and young daughter 
when I find work,” he said. “But what 
can we do?”

More than 839,000 Nepalis left the 
country of 30 million to work abroad 
last year, according to government 
data.

Santosh’s mother, Maiya Sunar, 
48, dreams of a time when the young 
don’t have to choose between food and 
family.

Her neighbour, Kamala Sunar, 
40, also faces the prospect of living 
without her children nearby. Her 

younger daughter 
Diksha, 24, works 
as a housekeeper in 
Dubai.

Now her older 
daughter, Rakshya, 
27, a single mother 
to a two-year-old, 
hopes to follow 
in her sister’s 
footsteps, leaving 
her daughter 
behind.

“She has 
repeatedly warned me against 

the idea, as the hours are long and the 
living conditions tough,” Rakshya told 
AFP.

“But what life would I be able to give 
my daughter here? There is nothing 
here. If I toil for a few years, and save 
some money for her education, maybe 
my daughter would have a bright 
future.”

Shyam Bahadur Khatri, 69, an 
elected village official, said that Nepal 
is creating ageing villages where 
subsistence agriculture was the only 
option.

“There will be no young person 
left even to carry the dead,” he said, 
warning of the future.


