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Nightmare on Khulna-Satkhira
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Travel time too has 
doubled. “Earlier, we could 
reach Satkhira in one and 
a half hours; now even 
two hours is not enough,” 
said Israfile Mondal, a bus 
helper in Chuknagar.

This fiscal year, RHD 
carried out repairs worth 
Tk 1.5 crore, but in most 
places brick soling was 
used instead of carpeting.

Md Tanimul Haque, 
executive engineer of 
Khulna RHD, said the 

highway’s foundation was 
weak. “The subgrade soil 
is poor, which is why the 
surface repairs do not last.” 

He said around 2.5 
kilometres of the highway 
had been repaired with 
brick soling and carpeting 
at a cost of Tk 1.5 crore. 
“RCC casting work will 
begin soon on the two most 
vulnerable stretches -- Zero 
Point intersection and 
Chuknagar intersection 
-- covering another 2.5 
kilometres,” he said.

1,088 forms collected for Cucsu
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testing positive will 
have their candidature 
cancelled.

Prof Ariful Haque 
Siddique, member 
secretary of the Cucsu 
Election Commission, 
said, “Students collected 
nomination forms in a 
festive atmosphere. More 
forms were sold than 
expected. With this, we 
officially conclude the 
distribution of nomination 
forms.”

Several student 
organisations and 
independent groups have 
already announced their 
panels. 

On Sunday, Bangladesh 
Chhatra Union and 
Bangladesh Students’ 
Federation declared a 
27-member panel under 
the banner “Droho 
Parishad”. On Monday, 
Islami Chhatra Andolan 

announced a 28-member 
panel named “Shocheton 
Shikkharthir Sangsad”.

Chhatra Adhikar 
Parishad also formed a 
panel titled “Cucsu for 
Rapid Change”. 

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra 
Dal collected nomination 
forms for its panel but said 
it may still consider an 
alliance. Islami Chhatra 
Shibir also collected 
forms for its panel, 
which, according to its 
president Mohammad 
Ali, will include female 
and indigenous students, 
as well as July Movement 
activists.

An independent panel 
has also entered the race, 
pledging to prioritise 
frontline participants 
of the July Movement, 
including injured students. 

Another panel, “Voice 
of Students”, collected 
forms but said it would 

not field candidates for 
the vice president (VP), 
general secretary (GS), and 
assistant general secretary 
(AGS) posts.

In the hall elections, 
indigenous female 
students at Nawab 
Faizunnesa Hall declared 
a full panel, nominating 
Parmita Chakma for VP, 
Singnyoiu Marma for 
GS, and May Thui Chit 
Kheyang for AGS.

Islami Chhatri Sangstha 
announced a panel 
for Pritilata Hall, with 
Misbahul Jannat Tarin 
as VP candidate, Nadia 
Sultana for GS, and Afrida 
Rima for AGS.

This year’s Cucsu 
election, the seventh in the 
university’s history, will be 
held on October 12. 

The central union has 28 
posts, while each hall union 
has 16. A total of 27,637 
students are eligible to vote.

Land allocated
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Iqbal Hossain, former 
president of Tangail District 
B u s - C o a c h - M i n i b u s 
Owners Association.

Mominul Islam Lavlu, 
general secretary of Tangail 
District Bus-Coach-
Minibus Workers Union, 
said the municipality had 
declared the old terminal 
building abandoned 10 
years ago. 

“It was never rebuilt or 
renovated and is still in use 
despite the inconveniences. 
A modern terminal is badly 
needed,” he added.

Tangail Municipality 
Administrator Md Shihab 
Raihan, also deputy 
director of the Local 
Government Department 
in the district, said a 
tender has been issued to 
fill the government land 
allocated for the terminal. 
“Once the tender process is 
completed, work will begin 
soon,” he said.

CITY

‘We’re against it in either 
houses of parliament’
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such demands may be 
different. Perhaps they 
want to gain an extra 
advantage by calling for 
more parties to be banned,” 
he said.

Salahuddin said the case 
of the Awami League was 
completely different, as the 
party was responsible for 
genocide, crimes against 
humanity and destroying 
the country’s democratic 
system.

“We demanded first 
that the Awami League, as 
a political party, should be 
brought to trial. The court 
will decide whether they 
can continue in politics or 
not,” Salahuddin said.

On the issue of 
constitutional reform, he 
said BNP will not support 
any “special constitutional 
order” or “extra-
constitutional order” 
that bypasses Parliament. 

“That would create a bad 
example for the future. 
Only the Jatiya Sangsad is 
the proper forum to bring 
in necessary constitutional 
amendments.”

Salahuddin, however, 
said their party is 
open to any lawful and 
constitutional process 
agreed upon through 
discussions.

The BNP leader also 
warned of a constitutional 
vacuum if political stability 
and an elected government 
are not ensured within 
the set timeframe. “That 
vacuum could destroy 
national unity, open the 
door to fascism, and even 
draw in regional or global 
powers. We cannot take the 
country in that direction.”

Regarding the joint 
movement by Jamaat-
e-Islami and some 
other Islamic parties 
demanding proportional 

representation and other 
reforms, Salahuddin 
made it clear that their 
party is totally against 
the PR (proportional 
representation) system.

“We are against PR 
everywhere (both the 
lower and upper house). 
If any party wants it, they 
should put it in their 
manifesto and seek a 
mandate from the people. 
If the people support 
it, only then can they 
legislate,” he said.

The BNP leader also 
described the three-day 
protest programmes 
announced by Islamist 
parties as a possible 
attempt to derail the polls. 

“People have sacrificed 
too much for the right to 
vote and for democracy…. 
Any attempt to delay or 
obstruct the election for 
narrow political gain will 
be rejected by the people.”

SC halts 
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Barua, lawyer for the writ 
petitioners, told The Daily 
Star.

Deputy Attorney General 
Khan Ziaur Rahman stated 
that the chamber judge will 
hold a hearing on the leave 
to appeal petition after it is 
filed and will issue a further 
order.

Following a writ 
petition filed by nine 
academics, teachers, 
writers, researchers, and 
environmental activists, the 
HC on September 10 directed 
the government not to carry 
out any construction work 
in Panthakunja Park and 
Hatirjheel, or restrict public 
access to these spots.

The government, on 
September 11, filed a petition 
with the Appellate Division 
seeking a stay on the HC 
order, stating that it has been 
carrying out development 
works for the interest of the 
people in Panthakunja Park 
and Hatirjheel, which are 
public lands.

Barrister Jyotirmoy 
Barua appeared for the writ 
petitioners, while Additional 
Attorney General Md 
Arshadur Rauf represented 
the government.


