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Idols vandalised
in Kushtia

temple

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Miscreants vandalised two
idols at the Shwarupdah
Palpara Sri Sri Rakkha Kali
Temple in Mirpur upazila
of Kushtia on Sunday night
and stole a security camera
and its memory card.

Mominul Islam, officer-
in-charge of Mirpur Police
Station, said the incident
might have taken place
between 8:00pm and
8:30pm on Sunday night.

The OC also said no
one has been arrested in
this connection yet and
no complaints have been
filed either. “However, we
are conducting a thorough
investigation,” he added.

Badal Kumar Dey, former
secretary of the temple
committee, said, “For the
past three years, we have
been organising Durga Puja
here. This incident ahead
of Durga Puja has left us
in a state of fear.” He said
miscreants ook away the
temple’s security camera
and its memory card.

Abu Hasnat
Mohmmad Arafin, deputy
commissioner of Kushtia,
visited the spot yesterday
morning and said legal
action will be taken following
a proper investigation.

Asked about the current
security measures at the
temple, the DC said new
cameras have been installed.
Besides, Ansar members
remain deployed round the
clock. “The situation is now
normal,” he added.

Secretary of the temple
committee, Sreebash Kumar
Dey, said they had held a
meeting with the Kushtia

Bulflalo milk yogurt:
A taste of heritage

SAHIDUL ISLAM NIRAB, Jamalpur

In Jamalpur’s Bakshiganj upazila, a
traditional cottage industry has been
thriving for a century - buffalo milk
yogurt.

A bowl of buffalo milk yogurt, rich,
creamy and chemical-free, is not just a
delicacy but a taste of heritage carried
forward by local farmers for generations,
especially among the Ghosh community.

At the centre of this tradition lies
Nacem Mia’s Haat in Sadar union,
where buffalo milk yogurt has been sold
for decades.

Farmers said while raw buffalo milk
does not fetch a good price in the
market, turning it into yogurt ensures
value addition, better earnings and
greater popularity. As such, yogurt-
making has remained their primary
source of livelihood for decades.

Unlike cow’s milk, which requires
boiling for long and the addition of
a starter culture, buffalo milk sets
naturally due to its higher fat content
and density, making the process easier.

Once collected, the milk is cooled

by fire. Within three days, the milk
ferments naturally and turns into
yogurt without artificial additives, extra
heat or chemical processes, retaining
its natural flavour and purity.

Once prepared, the yogurt reaches
markets regularly throughout the year.
At Naeem Mia’s Haat, it is sold twice a
week -- on Saturdays and Tuesdays.

The yogurt is also sold in other
markets across Bakshiganj upazila.
Each kilogramme usually sells for Tk
150-160, but during Fid and other
festivals prices rise sharply to Tk 260-
300 per kg as demand soars.

Rustam Ali, a buffalo herder from
Merur Char, said the vast grasslands
along the riverbanks make buffalo
rearing easy and profitable.

“By selling buffalo milk yogurt, I can
support my family well. This trade has
changed my life,” he said.

Kalim Uddin, another herder from
Bogarchar union, echoed him.

“Buffalo milk yogurt is our regional
heritage through generations, and its
quality is exceptional. We are working
on branding it to reach wider markets,”
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Jamaat, 3 Islamist parties to take to streets

FROM PAGE 1
districts and upazilas on
September 26.

This will be the first large-
scale protest programme in
politics after last year’s July
uprising that dethroned the
Sheikh Hasina regime.

The five-point demands
include holding the next
national election under the
July National Charter and
banning the activities of
Jatiya Party and the 14-party
alliance.

The other demands are
introducing  proportional
representation in  both
houses, ensuring a level
playing field to guarantee
free and fair polls and
bringing to justice those
responsible  for  Kkillings
and corruption under the
previous government.

While announcing
the protest programme
through a press conference
at its Paltan central office,
IAB leaders said they are
announcing simultancous
protest activities across the
country.

Jamaat leaders, however,
said that although they
have announced a similar
programme, it will be
observed separately.

While announcing the
movement at its central
office at the capital’s
Moghbazar, Jamaat Nayeb-

e-Ameer Syed Abdullah
Mohammad Taher said the
party has been urging the
authorities (o take necessary
steps to ensure a free, fair,
neutral and intimidation-
free acceptable election.

But it is yet to see any
effective steps.

Subsequently, there is
no alternative to a mass
movement (0  secure
those demands, he said,
adding that it has not yet
been decided how many
parties will participate or
whether there will be any

simultaneous movement
at all.
“Since the demands

are the same and those
who agree on PR are
announcing programmes
from  their respective
platforms, it cannot be
called a simultancous
programme yet. No such
decision has been made.”

Jamaat has been holding
discussions with all parties
who support PR, Taher
said.

“We are placing small
demands verbally before
the government. If the
government neither takes
any decision on this issue
nor invites discussions,
thengradually programmes
will be announced.”

When asked whether
announcing simultaneous

movement by the like-
minded political parties
could lead to an electoral
alliance among them,
Taher said: “The question
of an electoral alliance is a
matter of time. Discussions
are ongoing on whether
parties that uphold the
spirit of July can reach an
understanding and contest
the election together.”

When asked whether
street  movements —over
their demands might delay
the election in February,
he said: “There are still
five  months left before
the election. Within this
period, it is possible to
meet the demands, give
legal basis to the July
Charter, and, if necessary,
hold a referendum. All of
this can be done within the
timeframe.”

In reply to a question
on why the government
is not accepting Jamaat’s
demands, Taher said: “The
government itself can best
explain its thinking. There
may also be pressure from
some political parties so
that they do not accept.”

While announcing its
programme, IAB Ameer
Syed Muhammad Rezaul
Karim said that the
country’s Islamist political
parties are close to forging
an alliance.

Ahead of the upcoming
national election, “patriotic
forces” are nearing an
understanding so that all
their votes go into one
ballot box, he said.

While announcing
its programme through
a press conference from
its central office at the
capital’s Paltan, Khelafat
Maijlis Secretary General
Ahmed Abdul Quader said
that if the government
does not take clear steps
to meet their demands,
tougher programmes will
be announced later.

Meanwhile, BNP
Senior Joint  Secretary
General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi
yesterday said the threats
for a stronger movement
are part of a plan to harm
the nation by creating a
disastrous situation.

“An Islamic party has
said in a press conference
that it will launch a
vigorous movement if its
demand for PR is not met.
This, we believe, is a well-
planned master plan that
will benefit no one.”

Over the past 16-17 years,
the BNP and many other
political parties, including
all Islamic political parties,
have fought for democracy,
but they did not raise the
issue of PR at that time.
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