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Indian forces 
gun down top 
Maoist rebels
AFP, New Delhi

Indian security forces 
killed a top Maoist 
commander and two other 
rebels in a gun battle 
yesterday, officials said, as 
the government intensifies 
efforts to crush the 
decades-long conflict.

India is waging an all-
out offensive against the 
last remaining traces of the 
Naxalite rebellion.

The latest gun battle 
took place early yesterday 
in Jharkhand, India’s 
Central Reserve Police 
Force said in a statement.

Three “top Naxal 
commanders” were killed 
in the fight, the CRPF said, 
including Sahdev Soren, 
who was part of the central 
committee of the Maoist 
organisation. Authorities 
had issued a bounty of 
around $113,000 for his 
capture.

More than 12,000 rebels, 
soldiers and civilians have 
been killed since a handful 
of villagers rose up against 
their feudal lords there in 
1967.

Will go after 
states which 
takes our 
assets: Russia
REUTERS, Moscow

Russia yesterday warned 
it would go after any 
European state that sought 
to take its assets after 
reports that the European 
Union is looking for new 
ways to leverage hundreds 
of billions of dollars of 
frozen Russian assets to 
help Ukraine.

“If this happens, Russia 
will pursue the EU states, 
as well as European 
degenerates from Brussels 
and individual EU countries 
who try to seize our 
property, until the end of the 
century,” former Russian 
president Dmitry Medvedev 
wrote on Telegram.

Russia will pursue 
European states in “all 
possible ways” and in “all 
possible international 
and national courts” as 
well as “out of court”, said 
Medvedev, who serves 
as deputy chairman of 
Russia’s Security Council.

Russia says any seizure 
of its assets amounts to 
theft by the West and will 
undermine confidence in 
the bonds and currencies 
of the US and Europe.

MYANMAR ELECTIONS

No voting in 1 in 
7 constituencies
AFP, Yangon

Myanmar’s junta yesterday acknowledged its long-
promised election would not be held in about one 
in seven national parliament constituencies, as it 
battles myriad rebel forces opposed to the poll.

A civil war has consumed Myanmar since the 
military snatched power in a 2021 coup, jailing 
democratic figurehead Aung San Suu Kyi and 
deposing her civilian government.

The military has touted elections -- due to 
start in phases on December 28 -- as a path to 
reconciliation.

However monitors are slating the poll as a ploy 
to legitimise continuing military rule.

A notice by Myanmar’s Union Election 
Commission shared in state media said elections 
would not be held in 56 lower house constituencies 
and nine upper house constituencies. It did not 
provide a specific reason for the cancellation.

There are a total of 440 constituencies for 
Myanmar’s upper and lower houses, with the 65 
cancelled accounting for nearly 15 percent of the 
total.

They include the rebel-held ruby mining 
hub of Mogok, a majority of constituencies in 
western Rakhine state where the military has lost 
ground, and numerous areas the junta has been 
hammering with air strikes.

The junta lost swaths of territory when scattered 
opposition groups committed to a combined 
offensive starting in late 2023, but it has recently 
clawed back some ground with several victories.

An aerial view shows folk dancers adorning traditional clothes as they perform ‘Garba’ during a rehearsal ahead of the Hindu festival of 
Navaratri in India’s Ahmedabad yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

World fishing deal comes into effect
REUTERS, Geneva

A landmark agreement to curb billions 
of dollars in subsidies contributing to 
overfishing came into force yesterday, 
the World Trade Organization said -- a 
move activists hailed as a step towards 
helping global fish stocks recover.

It was the first agreement to take 
effect at the WTO since 2017 after 
years of stalled debates and infighting, 
on top of a surge in US tariffs that 
left some critics asking whether the 
Geneva-based body had a future.

The formal ratification by Brazil, 
Kenya, Tonga and Vietnam yesterday 
meant the deal, first agreed in 2022, 
now had the required support of 
two-thirds of members, a WTO 

spokesperson said.
Governments are now prohibited 

from providing subsidies for 
overfished stocks and for fishing in 
international waters beyond their 
jurisdiction. Poorer states will be able 
to access a fund to help ease them into 
the deal.

“Fish stocks around the world will 

have a chance to recover, befitting 
local fishers who depend on a healthy 
ocean,” Megan Jungwiwattanaporn 
from the Pew Charitable Trusts said.

Governments around the world 
pay out roughly $35.4 billion annually 
to their fishing fleets, including fuel 
handouts that allow them to fish 
in distant oceans, a 2019 study in 
Marine Policy showed. It listed the top 
five subsidisers as China, the EU, the 
United States, South Korea and Japan 
-- though not all of them are within 
the scope of the WTO deal.

The first part of the agreement 
that came into force on Monday took 
more than 20 years of negotiations 
and will expire in four years if more 
comprehensive rules are not agreed.

Israel is trying to make 
Gaza City unliveable
Says top UN expert Francesca Albanese, 
accuses int’l community of complicity

REUTERS, Geneva

The top UN expert on Palestinian rights, 
Francesca Albanese, said Israel was 
trying to make Gaza City unliveable in 
its assault on the enclave’s largest urban 
area and was endangering the lives of 
Israeli hostages.

“Israel is bombing using 
unconventional weapons ... it is trying 
to forcibly evacuate Palestinians. 
Why? This is the last piece 
of Gaza that needs to be 
rendered unliveable before 
advancing the ethnic 
cleansing of that piece 
of land,” Albanese told 
reporters in Geneva.

The Permanent Mission 
of Israel to the UN rejected 
Albanese’s comments.

“Her numerous statements 
have showcased her willingness 
to go to extreme lengths in (the) 
delegitimization of the State of Israel,” 
the Mission said in a statement.

“According to her, Hamas doesn’t 
embed itself in civilian infrastructure, 
doesn’t cynically use civilians as human 
shields, and generally doesn’t really 
exist,” it added.

Israel says the offensive to take 
control of Gaza City is part of a plan 
to defeat Palestinian militant group 
Hamas for good and that it has warned 

civilians to head south to a designated 
humanitarian zone.

However, the UN and numerous 
countries say its tactics amount to 
forced mass displacement and that 
conditions in the humanitarian zone 
are dire, with food in short supply.

Italian lawyer Albanese serves as a 
special rapporteur on human rights 
in the occupied Palestinian territories, 

one of dozens of experts 
appointed by the 47-member 

UN Human Rights Council 
to report on specific 
global issues.

“The ongoing assault 
to take the last remnant 
of Gaza will not only 

devastate the Palestinians 
but endanger also the 

remaining Israeli hostages,” 
Albanese said.

She accused Israel of genocide 
and said the international community 
was complicit.

The nearly two-year campaign in the 
Palestinian enclave has killed nearly 
65,000 people, according to local 
authorities.

Some rights groups like Amnesty 
International have also accused Israel 
of committing genocide, but not the 
United Nations itself. UN officials have 
in the past said it is up to international 
courts to determine genocide.


