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Many Bangladeshi families view the decision to send 
their child overseas for higher education as both an act of 

hope and a step into the unknown. According to Bangladesh 
Bank, Bangladeshi students spent USD 533.2 million in 

FY 2023–2024 and USD 662.2 million in FY 2024–2025 on 
education-related services abroad. In 2023, UNESCO recorded 

52,799 Bangladeshi students enrolled outside the country. Further 
statistics also indicate that the number of students going outside has 

surged to 2.19 times higher, which is a dramatic rise from a decade ago 
and a sign that global classrooms are increasingly seen as pathways 

to opportunity. For Bangladeshi students, this number reflects rising 
demand for world-class training, stronger career prospects, and the 

promise of broader horizons.

EARLY CHALLENGES

Though the opening weeks can be tough, many Bangladeshi 
students find they brighten quickly. Newcomers often face practical 

challenges such as managing money, learning to cook, loneliness 
due to leaving loved ones all of a sudden, and building a support 

network. However, assistance is readily available from universities, 
classmates, employers, and local communities. “In the first month I had no 

idea what to spend money on. It took me around three to four months to 
learn how to manage my finances,” recalled Kazi Niloy, a fresh graduate 

student from Melbourne. Various statistics also show policy shifts are 
steering students toward more affordable, student-friendly programmes 

across Europe and Asia, creating new, welcoming options. With patience 
and a willingness to ask for help, students regularly discover that work 
environments and local cultures, even when unfamiliar, are supportive 

and full of learning opportunities.
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