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Waterlogging a year-
long ordeal in Jamalpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

For residents of Jamalpur 
municipality, waterlogging is no 
longer just a monsoon nuisance 
but a year-round ordeal.

Hundreds of people have 
been living with stagnant water 
for years, with the situation 
deteriorating over time.

Jamalpur municipality, 
established over 150 years ago, is 
one of the oldest in the country. 
Yet it still struggles to ensure 
basic services like proper drainage 
maintenance, even though taxes 
are collected regularly from 
residents.

“Our courtyard remains 
flooded almost all the time. We 
can’t move freely, the water is 
undrinkable, and life has become 
unbearable. This has been going 
on for years,” said Hamida Bewa, a 
resident of Ward 10.

In Palashtala area alone, more 
than 200 families are almost 
cut off from the rest of the town. 
Their only access road stays 
submerged for most of the year, 
making commute extremely 
difficult, especially for patients 
and schoolchildren. 

The stagnant water has also 
been spreading waterborne 
diseases among children. At least 
100 hectares of cropland are now 
permanently submerged, covered 
with water hyacinths and other 
aquatic plants.

In Hatcher, Kazir Akh and 
Palashtala areas, nearly 300 acres 
of cropland have become unusable.

“Once I used to grow paddy, 
jute, sugarcane and vegetables 
here,” said Moin Uddin, a farmer 

from Monirajpur village. “For the 
last 10 years, I haven’t been able to 
cultivate any crop.”

Farhad Hossain, another 
farmer, said, “After the bypass 
road was built, our agricultural 
land turned into a water body. 
The road acts like a dam, blocking 
natural drainage and trapping 
water in the fields.”

Experts and locals said the 
heart of the problem lies with 
the disappearance of Goba and 
Baniabazar canals, which were 
once the main drainage channels 
of the town. 

Unchecked encroachment has 
left no natural outlets for excess 
water to drain away.

Locals also alleged that a 
culvert built in Sheikhervita 
no longer works because some 
people illegally filled it with soil 
to build structures. As a result, 
homes in Shantinagar area are 
often submerged under knee-
deep water.

“We repeatedly urged the 
municipality to clear the culverts 
and restore the canals, but no 
steps were taken to this end,” 

said Jahangir Salim, president of 
Poribesh Rokkha Andolon.

Zakia Sultana, deputy director 
of the Department of Agricultural 
Extension in Jamalpur, suggested 
that if cultivation remains 
impossible, the submerged lands 
could be turned into fisheries 
projects upon consent of the 
landowners.

“We are working to drain away 
the stagnant water by connecting 
it to the drainage system as soon 
as possible,” said AKM Abdullah 
bin Rashid, administrator of 
Jamalpur municipality.

Jahid Pervez, executive 
engineer of the Department of 
Public Health Engineering in 
Jamalpur, said, “We all, including 
Jamalpur’s deputy commissioner, 
municipality administration, local 
government division and BWDB, 
are working on how to mitigate 
the waterlogging problem.”

“We are preparing a proposal 
to excavate Goba canal and will 
send it to higher authorities for 
approval,” said Md Nakibuzzaman 
Khan, executive engineer of Water 
Development Board in Jamalpur.

NARENDRAPUR GOVT PRIMARY SCHOOL

Students suffer due to 
incomplete building

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Around 160 students of Narendrapur 
Government Primary School in 
remote Narendrapur village under 
Mymensingh’s Nandail upazila have 
long been suffering, as construction of 
the school’s new building has remained 
incomplete for the past two years.

The construction of the school 
building was started in December 2022 
by the Local Government Engineering 
Department (LGED) and was scheduled 
to be handed over in December 2023, 
said school sources.

As a result, the students are compelled 
to continue their classes in four 
classrooms of the old tin-shed building 
amid many inconveniences. None of 
the classrooms have ceiling fans, as the 
ceilings are too low for installation, 
leaving the students to endure sweltering 
heat during classes.

The school, established in 2011 and 
nationalised in 2013, is the only primary 
school for children from Narendrapur 
and Phulbaria villages, said locals.

They alleged that the contractor and the 
LGED authorities have been negligent in 
completing the construction work on time.

“Academic activities are being 
hampered due to the lack of classrooms 

in the tin-shed building while the new 
building lies incomplete. Students are 
suffering a lot, attending classes amid the 
heat in small classrooms with no ceiling 
fans,” said Sultana Razia, headteacher of 
the school. 

“We contacted the officials concerned 
on numerous occasions, but no steps 
have yet been taken to expedite the 
construction work,” she added.

Elma Akanda, a fifth-grader, urged 
that the construction work be completed 
and the new building handed over as 
soon as possible.

Fazilatun Nesa, upazila primary 
education officer in Nandail, said, “We 
have contacted the officials concerned, 
including the LGED upazila engineer in 
Nandail, and urged them to complete the 
construction work soon, but no specific 
reasons behind the delay have been 
provided yet.”

Denying any negligence, Md Abdul 
Malek Biswas, LGED engineer in Nandail 
upazila, said they have recently asked the 
contractor concerned to complete the 
school building and hand it over within 
a month to mitigate the sufferings of the 
students and teachers.

Sarmina Sattar, upazila nirbahi officer 
of Nandail, said necessary steps will be 
taken in this regard soon.
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by Globe Biotech in its 
Covid-19 vaccine list in 
2020.

Trials on monkeys 
proved the vaccine to 
be completely safe and 
effective. This was the 
first-ever vaccine trial on 
monkeys in Bangladesh’s 
history.

Globe Biotech has now 
received a US patent for 
the novelty of this mRNA 
vaccine, with 30 invention 
claims.
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come with certain 
conditions. About protests 
in Faridpur’s Bhanga 
upazila, where locals blocked 
the highway demanding 
changes to demarcation 
of parliamentary 
constituencies, the 
home adviser said such 
demonstrations were 

unacceptable.
“The matter is related to 

the Election Commission. 
Locals can raise objections 
through proper channels, 
but no one has the right to 
block roads and cause public 
suffering,” he said, warning 
that if the blockade was 
not lifted by yesterday, law 
enforcement agencies would 

be compelled to take action.
The meeting also 

discussed police training, 
preparations for the 
upcoming national election, 
prevention of mugging and 
robbery, measures to curb 
drug smuggling across the 
border, security during the 
upcoming Durga Puja, and 
recovery of looted arms.
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3 more die of 
dengue, 685 
hospitalised
UNB, Dhaka

Three more deaths were 
reported from dengue in 
the 24 hours leading up to 
yesterday morning, raising 
the number of fatalities 
from the mosquito-borne 
disease in Bangladesh to 
150 this year.

According to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS), 
two of the new deaths were 
reported in Dhaka North 
City Corporation, while 
one was recorded in Dhaka 
South City Corporation.

During this period, 
685 more patients were 
hospitalised with viral 
fever, bringing the total 
number of cases to 37,891 
so far this year.

According to DGHS, 
702 patients are currently 
receiving treatment in 
Dhaka, while a total of 1,715 
patients are undergoing 
treatment at various 
hospitals across the 
country.

The report also said that 
60.7 percent of the patients 
were men, while 39.3 
percent were women.


