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CU gears up for student union
FROM PAGE 3

Roman Rahman, the 
organisation’s member 
secretary and a candidate 
for vice president (VP), 
said, “We are considering 
an independent panel, 
although we remain open 
to alliances if necessary. 
Our main goal is to protect 
students’ rights...”

Islami Chhatra Andolan 
is expected to contest under 
“Shocheton Shikkharthi 
Parishad”, while 
Bangladesh Gonotantrik 
Chhatra Sangsad (BGCS) 
has confirmed its intention 
to run by itself.

Several cultural and 
social groups are said to be 
in talks for joining forces to 
form an independent slate. 
Among the names under 
discussion are Mahfuzur 
Rahman for VP and Rashid 
Dinar for GS.

Chhatra Shibir is 
reportedly working on a 
coalition panel that may 
include female candidates, 
July uprising activists, 
religious minorities, and 
members of indigenous 
communities. However, 
their VP candidate has not 
yet been finalised.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra 
Dal is also exploring the 

possibility of running 
together with five 
organisations from the 
Democratic Students’ 
Alliance and Chhatra 
Majlis.

Sajjad Hossain Hridoy, 
organising secretary of 
JCD CU Unit, said the 
organisation favours a 
joint panel due to Shibir’s 
dominance on campus.

“Talks are ongoing 
with left-leaning groups 
and BGCS. That is why we 
have yet to finalise our VP 
candidate,” he added. 

This year, candidates 
must pass dope tests or 
face disqualification. 
Campaigning will start 
after the final candidate list 
is announced and continue 
until a day before polling. 
It is allowed from 10:00am 
to 9:00pm. Rules ban class 
disruptions, interference 
with exams, and 
participation of outsiders.

Chief Election 
Commissioner Prof 
Moniruddin said no 
candidate or supporter will 
be allowed to distribute 
voter slips within 100 
metres of polling centres 
on election day. 

Violations may result 
in fines of up to Tk 

20,000, cancellation of 
candidature, expulsion, or 
legal action, he added.

As per the schedule, 
nomination forms have 
to be submitted between 
September 15 and 17. 
These forms will be further 
scrutinised on September 
18, followed by a publication 
of a preliminary candidate 
list on September 21. 

The deadline for 
withdrawal is September 
23 at 3:30pm and the final 
list will be announced on 
September 25. Polling will 
be held on October 12 from 
9:00am to 4:00pm.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

The bodies of three people, including two children, who 
went missing following a speedboat capsize in the Dhanu 
river in Khaliajuri upazila of Netrakona on Friday, have 
been recovered.

The deceased are -- Laila Akter, 7, Saiya, 11, and Shirin 
Akter, 18.

Their bodies were recovered yesterday afternoon 
about one kilometre away from the site of the incident 
in Charpara area of the river, Hafizur Rahman, assistant 
deputy director of Netrakona Fire Service and Civil 
Defence, told reporters.

With this, the bodies of all four missing victims have 
now been recovered. The Fire Service concluded the rescue 
operation yesterday following the recovery of the bodies.

On Saturday, the body of Ushamoni, 5, was found 
approximately 500 yards away from the accident site.

“Strong river currents made the operation extremely 
difficult. Divers worked continuously for nearly 48 hours. 
The delay in recovery was due to the bodies drifting 
downstream,” added Hafizur.

The accident occurred on Friday noon when a 
speedboat carrying 15 wedding guests from Itna upazila 
in Kishoreganj sank in the river.

Khaliajuri Police Station Officer-in-Charge Mokbul 
Hossain said the accident happened while the speedboat 
tried to avoid a collision with a bulkhead. In doing so, the 
speedboat struck a fishing boat and overturned. 

Four people went missing in the incident, and three 
others sustained injuries, while the rest managed to swim 
ashore.

Three more dead 
in Netrakona 
speedboat capsize
Death toll now four

2 children drown 
in N’ganj pond
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Two children drowned in a pond near their home 
in Saijadi village under Narayanganj’s Araihazar 
upazila yesterday.

The victims were Anisur Rahman Anis, 7, son of 
Abul Hossain, and Zahidur Rahman Zahed, 5, son 
of Jahangir Hossain -- both first-grade students.

Locals said the boys were playing near the 
pond when they went missing. Around 12:00pm, 
villagers found their bodies floating and took 
them to Araihazar Upazila Health Complex, where 
doctors declared them dead.

      Dr Ashraful Amin, residential medical officer 
at the health complex, said they had died before 
arrival, adding that excess water in their stomachs 
caused the deaths.

34 elected JCD
FROM PAGE 3

Samir Yasir Labib, AGS-
elect at Jatiya Kabi Kazi 
Nazrul Islam Hall, said he 
would respect and follow 
the organisation’s decision.

Neither Islami Chhatra 
Shibir nor Gonotantrik 
Chhatra Sangsad officially 
fielded panels for hall 
union polls. 

A total of 443 candidates 
contested, with voter 
turnout recorded at 67.93 
percent among 11,919 
registered voters.

Dangerous forces
FROM PAGE 3

Engineers, Bangladesh, 
praying for BNP Chairperson 
Khaleda Zia and marking 
the 18th anniversary of party 
Acting Chairman Tarique 
Rahman’s release from jail.

Rizvi said many of 
those involved in the July 
uprising are now trying 
to impose a new form of 
cultural dominance, while 
BNP upholds a political and 
cultural tradition rooted in 
the soil of this country.

He said Jamaat-e-Islami 
wants to preach Islam, even 
though Islam has long been 
established in the country.

Rizvi alleged that Jamaat 
is, in fact, trying to spread 
Maududi’s ideology in 
the name of Islam and 
by exploiting religious 
sentiments.

The BNP leader said 
Bangladesh’s cultural 
identity is one where 
people offer prayers five 
times a day but also watch 
TV dramas and listen to 
music. “This is our cultural 
reality. But when you try to 
make everything one-sided, 
fascism emerges, and the 
worst form of fascism is 
religious extremism and the 
spread of radical politics.”

He also raised questions 
about the fairness of 
the recent elections for 
Dhaka University and 

Jahangirnagar University 
students’ unions, suggesting 
there might be a secret 
plan to wipe out nationalist 
forces. 

Rizvi alleged that ballot 
papers for the Ducsu and 
Jucsu elections were printed 
at a privately owned press 
rather than a government 
press. “The owner of that 
press is known to have 
close ties with a particular 
political party. Isn’t this an 
irregularity and a breach of 
fair practices?”

He noted that JU teachers 
even resigned from their 
duties after witnessing such 
irregularities.

Rizvi further criticised 
the DU vice chancellor for 
introducing a new code of 
conduct that reportedly 
bars former students from 
entering the campus. “But a 
university is not an isolated 
place. Former students 
remain emotionally 
connected to it for life.”

90 lakh
FROM PAGE 3

at both temporary and 
permanent vaccination 
centres. Officials of the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services yesterday 
shared the information at 
a press conference at its 
headquarters in Dhaka. 

DGHS Director General 
Prof Md Abu Jafor said the 
rate of typhoid infection in 
Bangladesh is higher than in 
many other countries.

Citing the Global Burden 
of Disease survey 2021, he 
said around 4.78 lakh people 
are infected with typhoid 
annually in Bangladesh, and 
about 8,000 of them die. Of 
the deaths, 68 percent are 
children, he added.

Amid this situation, the 
government has decided to 
launch the first-ever typhoid 
vaccination programme, he 
said.

The vaccine -- Typhoid 
Conjugate Vaccine (TCV) 
-- is prequalified by the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) and is more effective 
than the vaccines currently 
available in the market, Prof 
Jafor said, adding that it will 
protect for five years.

He said the target is to 
bring 4.9 crore children 
under the campaign, while 
the authorities have a stock 
of around 5.5 crore doses. So 
far, 89.27 lakh children have 
been registered.

Responding to another 
question, SM Abdullah Al 
Murad, line director (MNCH) 
of DGHS, said children 
without a birth registration 
certificate can be registered 
directly at vaccination 
centres to receive the shot.

STAR REPORT

Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis, led by Maulana 
Mamunul Haque, yesterday announced a three-
day programme to press its five-point demand.

At the same time, the party disclosed that 
discussions are underway on the proposed 
simultaneous programme with seven other 
parties, including Jamaat-e-Islami and NCP, to 
press for implementation of the July charter and 
other demands.

The announcement came at a press conference 
at the party’s central office in Purana Paltan, 
Dhaka.

Apart from the implementation of the July 
charter, the other demands of Bangladesh 
Khelafat Majlis include banning the politics of 
Jatiya Party and the 14-party alliance as “allies of 
Awami League”; ensuring a level playing field in 
the upcoming elections; introducing proportional 
representation (PR) system in the election of 
representatives to the upper house of parliament; 
and ensuring visible trial of the July killings.

To press home these demands, party chief 
Mamunul Haque announced protest processions 
in Dhaka on September 18, in all divisional cities 
on September 19, and across all districts and 
upazilas on September 26.

In a written statement, Mamunul said, 
“Our five-point demand is not merely political. 
It is a movement to safeguard Bangladesh’s 
independence, future, sovereignty, and Islamic 
values.”

Explaining the relevance of the movement 
to implement the July charter, Mamunul said, 
“So far, the government and almost all political 
parties have reached a consensus on the July 
charter. But there is neither any guideline nor any 
sign of optimism from the government on how to 
implement it.”

Khelafat Majlis 
calls protests on 
September 18, 19

Three more die 
of dengue, 685 
hospitalised
UNB, Dhaka

Three more deaths were reported from dengue 
in the 24 hours leading up to yesterday morning, 
raising the number of fatalities from the mosquito-
borne disease in Bangladesh to 150 this year.

According to the Directorate General of Health 
Services (DGHS), two of the new deaths 

were reported in Dhaka North City 
Corporation, while one was recorded 

in Dhaka South City Corporation.
During this period, 685 more 

patients were hospitalised with viral 
fever, bringing the total number of 
cases to 37,891 so far this year.

According to DGHS, 702 patients 
are currently receiving treatment in 

Dhaka, while a total of 1,715 patients are 
undergoing treatment at various hospitals across 
the country.

The report also said that 60.7 percent of the 
patients were men, while 39.3 percent were women.

Last year, dengue claimed the lives of 575 
people. The DGHS recorded 101,214 dengue cases 
and 100,040 recoveries during the same period.

22 LGED projects stall 
for a year in Patuakhali

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

At least 22 development projects 
under the Local Government 
Engineering Department (LGED) 
in Patuakhali have been stalled 
for over a year, causing immense 
suffering for residents.

The projects include roads, 
bridges, and drainage structures, 
all left abandoned midway across 
different upazilas of the district.

From the Koromjatala road and 
drainage system in Sadar upazila to 
Shonkhola in Galachipa, Baliatali 
in Kalapara, and Charkhali in 
Mirzaganj, the situation is the same. 

In some places, locals are forced 
to cross broken bridges by boat, 
while in others, unfinished brick 
soling has deteriorated to the point 
of making roads impassable.

Locals said the projects were 
awarded to former Pirojpur-2 
lawmaker and district Awami 
League joint secretary Mohiuddin 
Maharaj, who reportedly went 

into hiding after the political 
changeover on August 5 last year, 
leaving behind project works worth 
around Tk 100 crore.

Contractors alleged that LGED 
projects in the southern region 
had long been dominated by the 
“Mirajul-Maharaj syndicate”. 

Under the name of Mirajul 
Islam’s company Ifti ETCL, the 
syndicate reportedly secured 22 
projects in Patuakhali between 
2021 and 2023. 

These included 12 in Sadar 
upazila, three each in Galachipa 
and Mirzaganj, two in Kalapara, and 
one each in Dumki and Rangabali.

Of the projects, seven were 
under the “Reconstruction and 
Rehabilitation of Iron Bridges in 
the Southern Region” scheme for 
22 iron bridges, involving Tk 76.57 
crore. So far, overall progress has 
been less than 40 percent, with 
only two projects completed while 
the rest remain stuck.

The delays have left locals 

frustrated. 
“We suffer immensely using the 

unfinished road. The brick soling has 
worn off, rendering it unusable. The 
bridge has been lying incomplete for 
a year. The contractor is nowhere 
to be found,” said Rahim Biswas of 
Poshurbunia village in Kalikapur 
union under Sadar upazila. 

Mizanur Rahman, a rickshaw-
van puller, said, “If new contractors 
are appointed and the projects are 
completed promptly, our sufferings 
will end.”

Contacted, Md Hossain Ali Mir, 
executive engineer of Patuakhali 
LGED, said, “Around 50 percent 
work of the 22 projects awarded to 
Ifti ETCL has been completed.” 

“However, since the contractor is 
unavailable at present, complications 
have arisen regarding the projects’ 
progress. Local contractors are 
reluctant to continue. We have 
informed higher authorities in this 
regard, and a decision will be taken 
accordingly,” he said.
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