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Low-income people wait from dawn to buy rice and other essentials at fair prices from an OMS dealer on Boundary Road near Boyra College in
Khulna. The long wait is especially hard for elderly women and children. The photo was taken recently.

Six killed, 15
hurt in road
accidents

STAR REPORT

Six persons were killed and 15 others
injured in road accidents in three

PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Duck farming

gains ground in
Netrakona haors

districts yesterday, according to
reports from our correspondents.

In Chattogram, a laguna hit Sher
Mohammad, 60, and left him dead
on the spot on Chattogram-Cox’s
Bazar highway while he was crossing
the road.

Meanwhile, a Chattogram-bound
bus of Purabi Paribahan from
Cox’s Bazar collided head-on with
a pickup, leaving the van’s driver
Abdul Quader, 42, dead on the spot,
said Jasim Uddin, officer-in-charge
of Patiya Crossing Highway Police
Station.

In Sunamganj, two Sunamganj
District Administration employees

Shomirul Haque Jewel, 38, and
Sobdor Ali, 37 -- were killed as their
motorcycle was hit by an oncoming
private car on the Sylhet-Sunamganj
highway in Joykalash area of
Shantiganj upazila.

Joykalash Highway Police Station
OC Suman Kumar Chowdhury said
Jewel died on the spot while Sobdor
succumbed to his injuries while
being taken to Sylhet.

In  Mymensingh, two buses
collided head-on in Bhoraduba area
on the Dhaka-Mymensingh highway
in Bhaluka wupazila at around
7:30pm, leaving the bus helpers dead
on the spot and 15 others injured,
said police.

The deceased are Md Sharif, 21,
and Md Nirob, 15. The injured were
sent to Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital and Bhaluka Upazila Health
Complex.

JAYDUL ISLAM
During the monsoon season,
young people in the haor regions
of Netrakona are becoming self-
reliant by engaging in low-cost
duck farming.

The growing interest in
duck farms is also creating an
alternative source of employment
for the district’s rural youth.

In this agriculture-based
region, Boro and Aman paddy
grow in abundance. But when
farming activities come to a
halt during the monsoon, most
people in the haor areas depend
on fishing in the open waters of
rivers, canals, and beels.

As not everyone succeeds in
fishing, many youths are now
turning to duck farming in the
vast stretches of haor waters,
rearing ducks for six to eight
months at a time.

Ducks grow quickly on
natural food, reducing the
need for costly feed. The open
waters and vast crop fields of
the haor are proving to be ideal
for rearing, which not only
generates employment but also
helps meet local demand for
eggs and meat, said officials.

Among the district’s 10
upazilas, Madan, Mohanganj,
and Khaliajuri are completely
haor areas, while Kalmakanda,
Barhatta, Atpara, and others
have low-lying lands that also

create a favourable environment
for duck farming during the
monsoon.

Mohsin Mia, a duck farmer
from Uradighi village in Raypur
Union, said he and two friends
started a farm with 2,500 ducks,
which now lay 1,900-2,000 eggs
daily.

“Before the harvest, we need
to provide some additional feed,
but it’s still very low compared
to other farming costs,” he said.

Farmer  Nur
Kalmakanda said, “I spend most
of my time managing the farm,
but I can’t handle it alone. I
have three permanent workers,
and sometimes I need to hire
a few extra hands. Rearing
4,000 ducks is not easy, but
it has created employment
opportunities for at least three
more people.”

Homemaker Jamila Khatun
of Jahangirpur village in Sadar

Kamal of

upazila said, “I rear ten ducks
at home. Since I cannot afford
to buy fish and meat, the eggs
and meat from these ducks help
meet my family’s food needs.”
There are 1,009 government-
registered duck farms in the
district, said District Livestock
Officer Md Shahidullah.
“Beyond that, we estimate
there are more than 5,500
unregistered small and large
farms. Together, these farms are

directly creating employment
for at least 10,000 people.”

District  Livestock  Office
Additional Director Sadikul
Islam said, “Duck farming is

essential to meet the district’s
demand for eggs. Duck meat
also plays an important role in
meeting local meat demand.
We provide guidance and
support to small-scale farmers
to ensure production continues
smoothly.”
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nearly 250 shops. No one
has ever been harmed by

Locals halt felling
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falling branches,” he said.
The controversy began
when heavy rain in July
caused a small banyan tree
to tilt near the fish market.
After shop owners sought
its removal, the local union

parishad informed the local union parishad and
upazila administration. later submitted pleas to
Sadar UNO  Hosne the UNO and the deputy
Ara visited the site and commissioner.
recommended felling both They also signed a
the banyan and the raintree.  written pledge accepting
On learning of this, responsibility for any

market committee leaders
and residents approached
the acting chairman of the
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STATUTORY NOTICE

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH

HIGH COURT DIVISION
(STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)

OMPANY | T b

An ||i:|>|||. ation |.|r||.|=r "'m.[ml- R1(2) read with Sections
85(3), 183, 3% of the Companies Act, 199 for
condonation of delay in holding the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) for the Calander Years 2021, 2022,
2023 and 2024 of Pubali Engincering & Construction Co.

Ld

NT 7.
Ahasanul Kabir Siddique
.. Petitioner
=V ersus--
Pubali Engineering & Construction Co. Lid, and another.
.. Respondents.

Take Notice that an application under Section- B1{2) read with Sections 85(3), 183, 396
of the Companies Act, 1994 was filed before the Hon'ble High Court Division of the
Supreme Court of Bangladesh for condonation of delay in holding the Annaal General
Meeting (AGM) for the year 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024 of Pubali Engineering &
Construction Co. Lid. Upon hearing of the application on 26.08. 2025 Hon'ble Judge
Mr. Justice Almed Sobel has been pleased to admit said application. In the said order,
the Honorable Justice directed o publish advertisenients in the newspaper, and submit
affidavit-in-compliance,

If you are interested to oppose the said application you may appear behalf the Hon'ble
Court either in person or through an Advecate, Copy of the smid application may be
oblaimed from the undeér mentioned advocate on payment.

Litpal Kumar Sahn
Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh
58 Bhoban {Ground Floory, 7D Green Road, Dhoka- 1205, Phone: 01712649977
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damage caused by the
raintree.

Contacted, UNO Hosne
Ara said some people had
demanded felling of both
the trees when she visited
the site. That is why an
auction was called for the
raintree as well.

“Following the request of
the market committee and
locals, the auction has been
halted. However, since they
are not allowing the trees
to be felled, they have been
asked to make a pledge.”

Communal
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Gayeshwar said BNP believes
in religious values but not
in using religion to spread
hatred. “Whatever the faith
one follows, religion is a way
of life meant to guide people
in the right direction,” he
said. Human Research
and Analysis Foundation
organised the discussion
tided “July Revolution and
the Future Thoughts of
Democracy” at the Jatiya
Press Club.

Code violations cloud run-up
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BNP-backed Jatiyatabadi
ChhatraDal (JCD) hasbeen
especially active. Its VP,
GS, and AGS hopefuls have
been seen touring halls,
corridors, and messes. JCD
leaders denied breaking
rules.

“We are not
campaigning. We're only
exchanging greetings.

Since ballot numbers are
not out yet, this cannot
be termed campaigning,”
said GS candidate Nafiul
Jibon.

Still, allegations persist.
Some students claim JCD
hopefuls knock on doors
late at night to ask for
votes. The candidates call
these “courtesy visits,” and
say it is not against the
rules.

Jamaat-backed Islami
Chhatra Shibir, under
the banner of Sommilito
Shikkharthi Oikya, has
taken a more extravagant
approach, combining
daytime outreach
with  night-time attar
distribution, muri parties,
and biryani feasts.

RU Shibir president and
VP candidate Mostakur
Rahman Zahid defended

the activities. “We are
not campaigning, we are
listening to students,” he
said.

On distributing attar,
he added, “As per tradition,
such gifts are nothing new.
We gave attar as goodwill.”

At Shaheed  Ziaur
Rahman Hall, Shibir-
backed candidates recently
hosted a dinner for an
entire block of students
under the title of a “views-
exchange meeting”.

Other panels criticised
the move.

“We don’t have parent
organisations pumping in
money. Shibir’s spending is
destroying the level playing
field,” said independent VP
candidate Ripon Islam.

His running mate,
GS candidate Shaheen
Sheikh, added, “Students

are asking us when we’ll
throw parties. But we don’t
have the funds.”
Left-leaning groups
are taking a different
route. The combined slate
of Bangladesh Chhatra
Odhikar Parishad and
Federation of Students,
under Rucsu for Radical
Change, along with the
Democratic Student

Council, are gathering
student demands and
publishing them on
banners as a “People’s
Manifesto”.

“This is not code

violation. It’s participatory
democracy. If this is illegal,
then all other campaigns

are (00,” said Fuad Ratul,
convener of  Socialist
Students’ Front.

Chief Election
Commissioner  Prof F
Nazrul Islam said the

scope for action before
the final list is limited.
“After the publication of
the final candidate list, if
anyone violates the code
of conduct, the Election
Commission  will take
decisions, even up (o
cancellation of candidacy,”
he said.

Chief Returning Officer

Prof Setaur Rahman
said, “We've received
no written complaints.

Without them, we cannot
act. It’s impossible for
us to monitor who is
campaigning where.”
Contacted, RU Pro-VC
Prof Farid Uddin Khan
said, “If events are linked
to polls, the commission
should investigate.”

Contraceptive crisis grips health
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stock-outs. The report
shows that 4.86 million
oral contraceptive
pills  were  distributed
nationwide in May 2024.
In June 2025, the figure
plummeted to 0.25 million
before rising to 1.22 million
in July. That month, pills
ran out in 136 upazilas,
while 114 had low stocks.

While the supply of
contraceptive  injections
has not fallen as sharply, a
crisis of disposable syringes
was reported earlier this
year. In February 2025,
0.54 million injections
were provided nationwide,
dropping to 0.339 million
in June. By July, 62 upazilas
had run out of injections
and 89 had no syringes.

The use of intrauterine
devices (IUDs) also
declined from 16,047 in
October 2024 to 4,418 in
July 2025. Stocks ran out
in 226 upazilas by April
and in 334 by July.

The number of
implants distributed was
49,003 in January 2025,
falling to just 733 in June.
In July, 101 upazilas had
no implants and 132 faced
stock shortages.

Emergency pregnancy
pills (ECPs) dropped from
7,581 in September 2024

with 44 upazilas out of

stock. By July 2025, all
494 uparilas were without
iron-folic acid pills for
women.

Tariqul Islam, district
family planning officer
in Gaibandha, said the
declined due to
procurement complexities
at the central level but
added that the situation is
now improving.

Earlier, Marzia
Haque, the then director
(Materials and Supply) at
the Directorate General
of Family Planning, told
The Daily Star that after
the fourth sector project
ended in June 2024, it was
not possible to procure
contraceptives for the
fifth sector project due to
lack of funds from both

supply

the development and
revenue budgets.

Officials said
contraceptives are

usually purchased under
a project for four to five
years. Abdur Razzak,
the current director
(Materials and Supply),
said, “We had a shortage
of contraceptives, but
currently pills, condoms,
and injections are being
adequately distributed
across the country since
early August for the

have submitted a DPP
for the next two years
for  procurement of
contraceptives. If it is
passed in ECNEC this year,
then the crisis will be over
for the next two years.”

Professor Dr
Begum Flora,
former  president  of
the Obstetrical and
Gynaecological  Society
of Bangladesh, warned,
“The country has
been  experiencing a
prolonged shortage of
contraceptives, which will
have far-reaching effects
on our population and
economy. The shortage
of contraceptives  will
lead to an increase in
unwanted  pregnancies,
which  will not only
increase the population
but also raise the abortion
rate. Consequently, the
maternal mortality rate
due to abortions will also
increase. Women will face
various health risks.”

She  stressed  that
ensuring an adequate
supply of contraceptives
should be treated as a

Ferdousi

national priority for a
populous country like
Bangladesh.

(Our correspondents from
Sylhet and Lalmonirhat

to 2,584 in July 2025, npext three months. We contributed to this report)
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