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Bolsonaro given
FROM PAGE 12

Thursday, Trump again 
praised Bolsonaro, calling 
the verdict “a terrible 
thing.” “I think it’s very bad 
for Brazil,” he added. 

The conviction ruling 
by a panel of five justices 
on Brazil’s Supreme 
Court, who also agreed 
on the sentence, made the 
70-year-old Bolsonaro the 
first former president in 
the country’s history to 
be convicted for attacking 
democracy, and drew 
disapproval from the 
Trump administration.

Tarique slams
FROM PAGE 12

He said Bangladeshis 
around the world have 
always stood in solidarity 
with their brothers and 
sisters in the Palestinian 
Territory against violent 
colonial oppression and 
erasure, and continue to do 
so proudly.

“Recent news of plans 
to expand settlements in 
the occupied West Bank 
that would make any future 
Palestinian state virtually 
impossible is heartbreaking,” 
Tarique said.

He said the continued 
apartheid and attack on 
the people of Palestine, 
their culture, their land, 
their history by Benjamin 
Netanyahu is no less than 
genocide and planned ethnic 
cleansing of Palestinians. “It 
is abhorrent.”

The BNP leader also 
voiced concern for the 
safety of millions of 
Bangladeshis living and 
working in the Middle East 
and Gulf regions.

“Many Bangladeshis live 
and work within the Middle 
East and Gulf region. I am 
deeply concerned for them 
and their families’ safety 
and security because of 
how this Israeli government 
is pushing the entire region 
towards an abyss,” he said.

Israel last month 
approved a new illegal 
settlement just east of 
Jerusalem, known as 
E1, a key area that the 
international community 
says, if implemented, 
would jeopardise a future 
Palestinian state. 

The move will nearly 
bisect the West Bank, and 
according to Israel’s far-
right Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich “bury the 
idea of a Palestinian state”.

Dengue cases
FROM PAGE 12

zones, eliminating adult 
mosquitoes, and ensuring 
sustained action across the 
country.”

He also called for 
community mobilisation 
through targeted 
awareness campaigns.

J a h a n g i r n a g a r 
University entomologist 
Prof Kabirul Bashar said 
heavy rainfall in September 
and October might have 
temporarily reduced 
mosquito density in Dhaka, 
but intermittent rain could 
worsen the outbreak.

He called for targeted 
vector control around 
patients’ homes and 
hospitals to curb 
transmission.

“Hospitals can become 
transmission hubs if Aedes 
mosquitoes bite infected 
patients and then others,” 
he warned.

“Without active 
community participation 
in eliminating breeding 
grounds, controlling this 
outbreak will be extremely 
difficult.”

Dr HM Nazmul Ahsan, 
associate professor at 
Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Medical College Hospital, 
said delayed hospitalisation 
is a major factor 
contributing to fatalities.

Currently, four viral 
infections -- influenza, 
dengue, chikungunya, and 
Covid-19 -- are circulating 
simultaneously in the 
country.

He recommended early 
admission for high-risk 
groups, including patients 
with comorbidities, the 
elderly, and pregnant 
women.

“Many patients fail to 
recognise warning signs 
such as severe abdominal 
pain, breathing difficulties, 
bleeding, extreme fatigue, 
or a sharp fall in urination 
and platelet count. By 
the time they arrive at 
hospitals, their condition 
is often critical,” he 
explained.

Many critically ill 
patients are referred to 
Dhaka hospitals from 
outside the capital, he 
said, adding that delays 
in referral from districts 
are another major factor 
contributing to fatalities.

He urged district-level 
hospitals to strictly follow 
the national dengue 
treatment guidelines and 
treat patients locally.

Public health expert 
Mohammad Mushtuq 
Husain echoed the call 
for early treatment and 
stronger healthcare 
capacity outside Dhaka.

He emphasised the need 
to strengthen secondary 
care hospitals to better 
manage vulnerable 
groups such as infants, 
the elderly, and those with 
comorbidities, so they can 
be stabilised before referral 
to tertiary hospitals.
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40 YEARS OF TRADITION AND GOODWILL

How Chunilal’s rosogolla 
became Sarail’s identity

MASUK HRIDOY, Brahmanbaria

At one end of the remote 
Aruail Bazar in Sarail upazila 
of Brahmanbaria, a small sweet 
shop has been drawing visitors for 
over four decades.

The reason: Chunilal’s 
rosogolla, a delicacy that has 
become as much a cultural 
emblem as it is a treat for the taste 
buds.

Made by Sunil Mallik, who is 
better known as Chunilal, these 
rosogollas have long captured the 
hearts of locals and sweet lovers 
from afar. Crafted from pure, 
fresh cow’s milk, they stand apart 
from the usual variety made from 
cottage cheese. Soft, spongy and 
perfectly balanced in sweetness, 
each piece weighs around 150 
grammes.

Now 70, Sunil still prepares the 
sweets in front of customers, with 
the help of his son Gopal Mallik. 
The simple act of watching them 
being made has become part of 
the charm, drawing visitors to the 

shop day after day. 
For more than 40 years, the 

shop has offered only one product 
-- the rosogolla. 

Sarail UNO Md Mosharaf 
Hossain said, “I went there with 
my wife and children, and we were 
amazed. I have never tasted such 
a large and delicious rosogolla 

anywhere else. What makes it even 
more special is the dedication and 
tradition behind it.”

Iqbal Hossain Mridha, principal 
of Aruail Abdus Sattar Degree 
College, added, “Chunilal’s 
rosogolla has become an identity 
for Sarail.”

Sanjib Kumar Debnath, 

convener of the Sarail History 
and Culture Preservation Council, 
noted, “Chunilal’s rosogolla is 
now inseparably linked with our 
heritage. People from across the 
country visit Aruail just for this 
sweet. We want to preserve this 
legacy for future generations.”

Salatur Rahman Sobuj, an 
assistant teacher at a local 
primary school, said, “Even my 
students know about Chunilal 
Dada’s rosogolla. Many families 
send it to relatives living far away.”

At Tk 60 apiece, the price is 
higher than the average rosogolla, 
but customers rarely complain. 
For them, the size, quality, and 
taste justify the cost. 

“We use no artificial 
ingredients,” Sunil said. “Our 
rosogolla is made with care and 
pure, natural ingredients, which 
people can taste and appreciate.”

The magic, perhaps, lies in the 
sweet’s very simplicity -- chhana, 
cooked with just the right amount 
of sweetness, and served with 
devotion.

Bay near Teknaf
FROM PAGE 12

Parishad, said the Arakan 
Army abducted 18 local 
fishermen around 10-12 
days ago near the Myanmar 
border from Bangladeshi 
waters. “We have no 
updates about their fate. 
Families are deeply worried 
for their safety.”

Mohammad Hasan, 
general secretary of 
Shahparir Dwip Mistripara 
Ghat Trawler Owners’ 
Association, said one of his 
trawlers was among the five 
taken away on Wednesday. 
“As my boat was behind 
the others, 18 fishermen 
managed to escape.”

Hasan added that during 
Myanmar’s junta rule, 
Bangladeshi fishermen 
never faced such problems. 
“But since the Arakan Army 
took control of Rakhine’s 
coastal areas, they have 
been seizing our trawlers, 
looting fish, fuel, food, and 
everything on board. We 
are living in fear.”

There are several trawler 
owners’ associations in 
Teknaf, Shahparir Dwip, 
and St Martin’s Island.

Meanwhile, Global 
Arakan Network, a news 
site affiliated with the 
Arakan Army, claimed that 
Bangladeshi fishermen 
are being detained for 
crossing into Myanmar 
waters. The site claimed 
that 40 fishermen were 
held in separate operations 
on Wednesday, and it had 
earlier announced the 
capture of three trawlers 
with 18 fishermen on 
August 31.

On September 1, the 
site published photos and 
videos of the detainees, 
with locals identifying 
at least six of them as 
residents of St Martin’s 
Island and 10 from Teknaf.

Sheikh Ehsan Uddin, 

upazila nirbahi officer 
of Teknaf, said around 
80 fishermen have so 
far been detained by 
the Arakan Army. The 
respective trawler owners’ 
associations are applying to 
us to rescue the fishermen, 
and the law enforcement 
agencies are working to 
secure their release, he 
added.

Asked about the issue, 
Col Mahiuddin Ahmed, 
commander of Border 
Guard Bangladesh’s Ramu 
sector, recently said, “This is 
not a case of abduction -- the 
fishermen are crossing into 
Myanmar’s territory, which 
is why they are getting into 
trouble. We have protested 
strongly in the past [about 
such incidents], and we are 
protesting now. Through 
effective communication, 
they are usually brought 
back.”

However, the lack of 
formal diplomatic relations 
makes the process difficult, 
the BGB official added.

According to trawlers 
owners’ associations and 
BGB, around 200 fishermen 
abducted by Arakan Army 
returned home over last 
eight months.
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