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Rift persists over implementation
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Commission Vice-President 
Prof Ali Riaz said there 
was consensus on swiftly 
implementing reforms that 
could be carried out by 
ordinances or administrative 
orders of the interim 
government. 

The charter, he said, 
reflected the views of all 
stakeholders, and parties 
had been asked to submit 
two names by tomorrow to 
sign it. 

“The question now is 
whether consensus can 
be reached or a pathway 
established on the 
constitutional matters. 
We remain hopeful that 
progress is possible,” he 
added.

Of the 84 reform 
proposals agreed upon in 
the first two rounds of talks, 
some can be implemented 
through government orders 
or existing laws. But a 
significant portion requires 
constitutional amendments.

At the outset of 
yesterday’s talks, the 
commission presented 
parties with a document 
setting out possible 
implementation methods, 
based on consultations with 
parties and experts. 

Earlier, political parties 
had suggested options such 
as a referendum on all or 
parts of the charter, a Special 
Constitutional Order by 
the president, a constituent 
assembly, enactment 
through the next parliament, 
designating parliament 
as a constitutional reform 
assembly, and seeking the 
Supreme Court’s opinion 
under article 106 of the 

constitution on the interim 
government’s authority. 

Experts had 
recommended ordinance, 
executive order, referendum 
and constitutional order.

The BNP had proposed 
that all parties commit to 
the charter in their election 
manifestos, with the 
winner responsible for its 
implementation, including 
constitutional reforms, 
within two years of taking 
office. 

The Jamaat-e-Islami had 
called for a “Provisional 
Constitutional Order,” 
effective from August 5, 
2024, placing the charter 
above all existing laws. 

The National Citizen 
Party and AB Party had 
demanded a constituent 
assembly, while Islami 
Andolan Bangladesh 
suggested a presidential 
proclamation. 

G a n o s a m h a t i 
Andolan had called for a 
“Constitutional Reform 
Council”, implementation 
of constitutional matters 
within six months of the next 
government taking office, and 
full charter implementation 
within a year.

R a s t r o s h o n g s k a r 
Andolon had sought election 
to a “Constitution Reform 
C o nve n t i o n / A s s e m bl y ” 
along with parliamentary 
polls.  

Several parties, including 
AB Party, Khelafat Majlish, 
Zaker Party and Gono 
Odhikar Parishad, support 
a referendum, while the 
Samajtantrik Dal (Marxist) 
backed one only if consensus 
emerged. 

The Communist Party of 
Bangladesh, Bangladesher 
Samajtantrik Dal and 
Gonoforum insisted that 
constitutional changes 
should be left to the next 
parliament.

Yesterday, BNP Standing 
Committee member 
Salahuddin Ahmed 
dismissed other options as 
“generally unacceptable”, 
stressing that constitutional 
continuity must be 
preserved. 

A constituent assembly, 
he argued, is only justified 
for drafting a new 
constitution or altering 
its basic structure. He also 
noted that a Provisional 
Constitutional Order, as in 
1972, was relevant only when 
no constitution existed, 
while proclamations during 
Ziaur Rahman’s tenure 
merely suspended the 
constitution before being 
legitimised by parliament.

Jamaat Assistant 
Secretary General Hamidur 
Rahman Azad countered 

Salahuddin’s argument, 
saying that the July uprising 
must take precedence over 
parliamentary continuity. 
“A legal foundation of the 
charter is essential; cosmetic 
reforms will not be enough,” 
he said, citing the 1970 
Legal Framework Order and 
the 1977 referendum. He 
called for reforms through 
a constitutional order or 
referendum, arguing that 
the latter would give greater 
sustainability.

NCP Member-Secretary 
Akhter Hossen said 
constitutional amendments 
have often been struck 
down by courts while the 
2024 uprising had created a 
structural break. 

If reforms, especially those 
tied to the constitution, are 
merely incorporated into the 
existing framework, their 
implementation will depend 
on the goodwill of future 
governments, he said. 

“Drafting a new 
constitution is the only 
viable path,” Akhter added. 

The July Charter has 
sought firm commitments 
from political parties not 
to challenge its legality 
in court and to ensure 
safeguards at every stage 
of implementation. The 
commission has called 
for constitutional and 
state recognition of the 
people’s 16-year struggle 
for democracy, human 
rights and the rule of law, 
which culminated in the 
July uprising, and proposed 
that the charter itself be 
incorporated into the 
constitution.

Three challenges for free,  
fair and credible polls
FROM PAGE 12

constitutional amendments 
will be, he said at the event 
organised by civil society 
platform Nagorik Coalition.

“However, we cannot 
allow a precedent to be 
set that will be challenged 
in the relevant court, and 
remain questionable and 
problematic for ratification 
in parliament.”

The ongoing reform, 
election, and trial have no 
“clear interdependency,” 
Salahuddin said, while 
stressing that the trial 
should not be “conditional” 
on any specific timeframe 
but must be conducted by 
an independent judiciary.

Political parties have 
to compromise over key 
reform issues to reach a 
consensus, said Ahsanul 
Mahboob Zubair, assistant 
secretary general of 
Jamaat-e-Islami, adding 
that the EC must do its 
duty with “hundred percent 
neutrality” to ensure a 
credible election.

The chief adviser has 
reiterated his commitment 
that the election will take 
place in the first half of 
February next year, said his 
Press Secretary Shafiqul 
Alam.

Besides, the chief adviser 
further warned that any 
derailment could have 
devastating consequences 
for the country, he said.

Key stakeholders in the 
government have been 

holding regular meetings 
to ensure a free, fair and 
credible election.

The recently held 
Dhaka University Central 
Students’ Union polls was 
a “big test” for the students 
who passed it successfully 
with no major law-and-
order situation and high 
turnout, Alam added.

The EC must launch 
its campaign for poll 
environment this 
month by forming an 
“observation coordination 
committee”, said Zonayed 
Saki, chief coordinator of 
Ganosamhati Andolan.

It will not be possible to 
hold the election properly 
by taking the present law-
and-order situation lightly, 
said Jasmine Tuli, an expert 
on elections.

Referring to the planned 
42,000-odd polling centres 
and nearly 250,000 
polling booths for the 
upcoming polls, she said 
it will not be possible for 
the Election Commission 
alone to monitor all the 
establishments.

She suggested creating 
teams consisting of various 
stakeholders including 
political party members, 
police and officials from the 
administration and the EC 
for election monitoring.

The EC and the 
administration must ensure 
a level playing field for all 
political parties during the 
election, she added.

There are concerns over 
the polls being peaceful 
given that political parties 
remain divided, especially 
over the implementation of 
the proposed July National 
Charter, said Dilip Kumar 
Sarkar, chief coordinator 
of Shushashoner Jonno 
Nagorik (Shujan).

With the election 
approaching, voters 
should create pressure on 
the candidates for a clear 
mandate about eradicating 
menace like corruption 
and unemployment, said 
Justice MA Matin, acting 
president of Shujan.

A fair and safe election 
is an aspiration of every 
citizen of the country, said 
Photographer and Drik 
founder Shahidul Alam, 
while urging political parties 
to demonstrate tolerance for 
a successful election.

The EC must tackle 
illicit financing during the 
polls and take preventive 
measures to stop rumours 
on social media, said Hasnat 
Abdullah, chief organiser 
for the Southern region of 
the National Citizen Party.

BNP Organising 
Secretary Shama Obaed, 
Islami Andolan Bangladesh 
Joint Secretary General 
Sheikh Fazle Bari Masud, 
Gono Odhikar Parishad 
General Secretary Rashed 
Khan and Nagorik Coalition 
Co-Convener AKM Fahim 
Mashroor spoke among 
others at the discussion.

Litton shines
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just before the Asia Cup. 
Litton also surpassed 

retired Mahmudullah Riyad 
to become the second-
highest run-getter in T20Is 
for Bangladesh. He started 
his 111th T20I game with 
2,437 career runs beside his 
name, needing eight more to 
overtake Riyad (2,444 runs in 
141 matches). The first spot is 
held by all-rounder Shakib Al 
Hasan, who has scored 2551 
runs in 129 T20Is.

Having elected to field 
first, bowlers ensured that 
Bangladesh had a modest 
total to chase, with pacers 
Taskin Ahmed and Tanzim 

Hasan Sakib scalping two 
wickets each. Leg-spinner 
Rishad Hossain got two 
wickets for 31 runs in his 
four overs, becoming the 
sixth Bangladeshi bowler to 
get to 50 T20I wickets. 

Rishad got both his scalps 
in the final two deliveries 
of his spell, removing Hong 
Kong’s top-scorer of the 
game, Nizakat Khan (42 off 
40) and Kinchit Shah (0 off 
1). This also meant Rishad 
would be on a hattrick the 
next time he comes on to 
bowl for Bangladesh.

Bangladesh will next play 
Sri Lanka tomorrow at the 
same venue.

City

No alternative 
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“Therefore, keeping the 
election in mind, we must 
finalise the basic reforms. 
At the same time, we must 
remember that we have 
no alternative but to hold 
elections in the first half of 
February,” he added.

Yunus said reform is one 
of the three main mandates 
of the incumbent interim 
government. Thus, the issue 
of the July Charter must 
be considered with the 
same level of importance 
as elections and justice, he 
continued.

The two-hour-long 
meeting discussed the 
proposals put forward by 
the Consensus Commission 
regarding the implementation 
of the July Charter, as well as 
the proposals from political 
parties in this regard.

Consensus Commission 

members told the meeting 
that the commission would 
soon submit its report to 
the interim government, 
the press release read.

The National Consensus 
Commission will meet 
again with the political 
parties next Sunday to take 
this issue forward.

Consensus Commission 
Vice-Chairman Prof Ali 
Riaz, Commission members 
Justice Md Emdadul Haque, 
Dr Iftekharuzzaman, Badiul 
Alam Majumder, Md Ayub 
Mia and Special Assistant 
to the Chief Advisor Monir 
Haider were present at the 
meeting.

Interim government 
advisers Muhammad Fawzul 
Kabir Khan, Asif Nazrul, 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan and 
National Security Adviser 
Khalilur Rahman were also 
present.


