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Ex-CJ Khairul
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On the other hand, the 
prosecution opposed the 
bail petition, claiming 
that the charges brought 
against the accused were 
primarily proved.

On August 4, the ACC 
filed the case against 
the former justice and 
seven Rajuk officials for 
committing such offences.

Khairul, who owns 
a six-storey residence 
on nearly 18 katha land 
(including the acquired 
10 katha plot) on NAEM 
Road in Dhaka, allegedly 
violated Rule 13 of the 
Dhaka Improvement 
Trust (Allotment of Lands) 
Rules, 1969.

He is accused of 
submitting a false affidavit 
and abusing his authority 
while in office to secure the 
plot from Rajuk. Khairul 
breached the terms of the 
provisional allotment letter 
with the direct support of 
Rajuk officials.

On July 24, detectives 
arrested Khairul at a house 
in Dhaka’s Dhanmondi.

On the same day, he was 
sent to jail in connection 
with another case filed 
over the killing of Jubo 
Dal activist Abdul Kaiyum 
Ahad, 16, in the capital’s 
Jatrabari on July 18 last 
year.

Then who set fire
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Even the complainant, 
Bangladesh Railway director 
Khaled Mosharrof, admitted 
he had no idea about the 
status of the case.

“I have no update. Please 
talk to the relevant officials 
to learn about it,” he told 
this newspaper on August 
23.

Several hours after the 
fire, a murder case was 
filed with Dhaka Railway 
Police Station against 
unidentified miscreants.

Since then, four 
investigation officers have 
been appointed, but none 
have tracked down the 
arsonists.

On January 13, 
2024, Ferdous Ahmed 
Biswas, then officer-in-
charge of Dhaka Railway 
Police Station and first 
investigation officer of 
the case, showed BNP 
leaders Nabi Ullah Nabi 
and Monsur Alam arrested 
in the case. Both are now 
on bail, and no further 
development followed.

The probe was later 
handed over to the Police 
Bureau of Investigation 
(PBI), but the case 
stalled again when two 
inspectors assigned to 
the investigation were 
transferred.

Jabbarul Islam, the 

incumbent investigation 
officer and a PBI inspector, 
said they are preparing to 
submit a final report.

“A long time has passed 
with no development. No 
culprits could be found, 
so the authorities decided 
to submit a final report,” 
he told The Daily Star on 
August 25.

“The incident is true, but 
we did not find evidence 
against any perpetrators. 
The case will be revived if 
the culprits are traced or 
evidence is found,” he added.

At the time of the fire, 
police had blamed pro-strike 
activists, as the BNP and its 
allies were enforcing a dawn-
to-dusk strike that day.

A senior PBI official, 
Mizanur Rahman, even 
told the media that three 
individuals who boarded 
the train at the airport 
station were primary 
suspects. But that line of 
inquiry has since gone cold.

Bangladesh seeks 
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He emphasised the 
importance of promoting 
regular and skills-based 
migration and reiterated 
Bangladesh’s call for more 
EU member states to join 
the Talent Partnership 
scheme.

Pointing out that more 
than half of Bangladesh’s 
population is under 30, 
the secretary said the 
country has the potential 
to be a reliable partner in 
meeting Europe’s labour 
market needs by supplying 
skilled and semi-skilled 
workers through safe and 
orderly channels.

He also stressed 
the need for training 
and certification for 
prospective migrants, 
citing successful models 
in South Korea and 
Singapore. 

He proposed exploring 
similar EU-funded 
training programmes 
in collaboration with 
Bangladeshi institutions, 
including the Bureau of 
Manpower, Employment 
and Training and 
Technical Training 
Centers, to ensure 
compliance with EU 
labour market standards.

During the meeting, 
Shotter briefed Nazrul 
Islam on the outcomes 
of the 9th Joint Working 
Group Meeting on 
Standard Operating 
Procedures for the 
Identification and Return 
of Persons without 
Authorization to Stay and 
the 3rd Talent Partnership 
Roundtable, both held in 
Brussels on September 9.

He praised 
Bangladesh’s proactive 
efforts in tackling 
irregular migration 
and highlighted the 
importance of continuing 
the implementation 
of the Returnee Case 
Management System.

Nazrul Islam also 
expressed satisfaction 
with progress on 
negotiations for 
the Comprehensive 
Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement 
(PCA), describing 
migration as a key area 
of partnership between 
Bangladesh and the EU.

Shotter is leading the 
EU delegation to the 3rd 
Bangladesh-EU Migration 
and Mobility Dialogue, 
taking place in Dhaka 
from September 8 to 10.
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