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Two more held over 
Rajbari shrine attack
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Police have arrested two more people in connection 
with the murder of Rasel Molla, 27, and the large-scale 
vandalism at the shrine of Nurul Haque, widely known as 
“Nural Pagla”, in Rajbari’s Goalanda upazila.

The arrestees are Shanto Kazi, 19, of Goalanda 
municipality, and Mohammad Anisur Rahman, 30, of 
Faridpur’s Saltha. Both were arrested on Tuesday night.

“A total of 20 people have now been held in the two 
cases so far. The accused are being identified through 
video footage, and the latest arrestees will be produced 
before the court,” said Md Sharif Al Rajib, additional 
superintendent of police (Crime and Ops) in Rajbari.

On Monday, Rasel’s father Azad Molla filed a case 
with Goalanda Ghat Police Station against 3,500-4,000 
unidentified people, accusing them of murder, arson, 
looting, vandalism, and assault during Friday’s attack on 
the shrine.

The case statement said Rasel and some others were 
inside the shrine after Juma prayers when a protest rally, 
organised under the banner of “Imaan-Aqida Rokkha 
Committee”, marched from Goalanda Bazar Ansar Club 
and stormed the shrine around 3:00pm. At least 15-20 
attackers scaled the wall and hacked Rasel, his younger 
brother Sajjad, and niece Rahela Akhter near the main 
gate. Around 50 others were also beaten and injured.

Locals rescued the wounded and took them to 
Goalanda Upazila Health Complex, where Rasel was again 
attacked. He was later referred to Faridpur Medical College 
Hospital, where doctors declared him dead.

Two die of dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least two dengue patients died, and 625 others 
were hospitalised in the 24 hours till yesterday 
morning.

The deaths were reported from areas under the 
Dhaka South City Corporation.

With the new deaths and cases, the total 
number of deaths and cases rose to 139 and 
36,096, respectively, according to the Directorate 
General of Health Services (DGHS).

Among the total cases, a total of 34,126 dengue 
patients have so far been released from hospitals.

Pivotal moment
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“This is a historic moment 
when women’s unrecognised 
and undervalued household 
work will finally get the 
national attention it 
deserves,” she said. 

“We believe this will play 
a crucial role in changing 
society’s attitude towards 
women and girls. It will 
bring more recognition and 
appreciation for women 
engaged in household work, 
which is both productive 
and reproductive,” she said. 

The findings mark 
a significant milestone 
for MJF’s long-standing 
Equality through Dignity 
campaign, launched in 
2013, which has worked to 
enhance women’s status, 
reduce discrimination, and 

curb violence against them, 
said the statement. 

The BBS results validate 
years of advocacy by MJF 
and other civil society 
organisations, it added. 

MJF urged the 
government to act on the 
report’s recommendations, 
including establishing 
an inter-ministerial 
mechanism to integrate 
unpaid work into national 
laws and policies, ensuring 
adequate budget allocation, 
and committing to regular 
data collection to track 
progress.

The foundation hopes 
these measures will be 
implemented swiftly to 
turn the report’s findings 
into meaningful change for 
women across Bangladesh.

We still live in fear
FROM PAGE 3

The next day, Jonny fell 
ill and was taken to a 
local clinic before being 
transferred to Shaheed 
Suhrawardy Medical 
College Hospital, where 
doctors declared him dead.

Rocky filed a murder 
case with the Metropolitan 
Sessions Judge’s Court in 
Dhaka on August 8, 2014.

On September 9, 2020, 
the court sentenced 
Zahidur, Qamruzzaman, 
and Rashidul to life 
imprisonment, and 
informers Sumon and 
Russell to seven years in 
jail. 

Qamruzzaman remains 
on the run, while Russell, 
who was absconding 

during the trial court 
verdict, later surrendered.

The convicts then filed 
separate appeals with the 
HC.

On August 11 this year, 
the HC bench of Justice SM 
Kuddus Zaman and Justice 
AKM Rabiul Hassan upheld 
the life imprisonment of 
Zahidur. As Qamruzzaman 
did not appeal, his sentence 
remains in force. 

The HC commuted 
Rashidul’s life sentence to 
10 years in prison, acquitted 
Russell, and noted that 
Sumon had already served 
his seven-year term.

The full text of the HC 
verdict has not yet been 
released, said Rocky and 
defence lawyer Razu.

Mahmudur
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witness testimonies by the 
end of the month.

He further noted that 
the alleged crimes were 
not confined to July 2024. 
“These crimes began in 
2009 in different forms 
and continued until July 
2024,” he said, adding that 
Mahmudur and Nahid 
would describe how the 
crimes evolved during that 
period.

In a separate 
development, ICT-1 has 
sent a police inspector 
and a constable to jail in 
connection with a crimes 
against humanity case 
over a 2016 incident in 
Chaugachha of Jashore, 
where two local Islami 
Chhatra Shibir leaders -- 
Israfil and Ruhul -- were 
shot in the knees.

Inspector Md Atikul 
Islam was sent to prison on 
Tuesday, while Constable 
Sajjadur Rahman was jailed 
yesterday.
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Frobel Academy, a STEM-accredited and Cambridge Associate inclusive school, hosted the University Fair 2025 
at its Ananya Residential Area campus in Chattogram recently. The event featured seven leading universities 
from Chattogram and Dhaka, along with 14 renowned educational consultancy firms, offering an enriching 
platform for aspiring students and their families. Over 400 students from various schools explored their 
academic opportunities. PHOTO: COURTESY

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Two leaders of the 
National Citizen 
Party (NCP) resigned 
from their posts 
yesterday.

Major (retd) 
Abdullah Al 
Mahmud, joint 
chief organiser of the NCP, and central member 
Major (retd) Mohammad Salahuddin announced 
their resignations in a press release.

Both told The Daily Star that their resignation 
letters had been sent to the NCP convener. 

In the press release, Mahmud cited various 
reasons for stepping down.

2 NCP leaders resign
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