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Strategy, targeted insurance 
schemes, skill development 
programmes, and support 
from the Ministry of Labour 
and Employment, Social 
Welfare, NSDA, PKSF, 
SME Foundation and the 
Universal Pension Authority, 
gaps in coordination, 
weak enforcement and low 
awareness have limited 
effectiveness, said the study.

It revealed that most 
informal workers earn 
modest incomes, with more 
than 70 percent making 
less than Tk 20,000 per 
month, while household 
expenditures generally 
range between Tk 10,000 
and 19,000, leaving little 
room for savings. 

As a result, 69 percent 
save Tk 1,000 or less per 
month, showing low 
financial resilience and 
vulnerability to economic 
shocks, alongside the urgent 
need for targeted social 
protection and financial 
inclusion.

Awareness and 
participation in skill 
programmes are also poor, 
with only 19.3 percent 
aware of such opportunities 
and 1.6 percent having 
participated, although 44.7 
percent expressed interest in 
training.

Access to finance 
relies mostly on informal 
sources such as local 
associations (40.4 percent) 
and individuals (27 percent), 
while formal institutions 
play a minor role. Workers 
identified financial grants 
(49.5 percent), low-interest 
loans (30.7 percent) and skill 
development (11.6 percent) 
as key requirements for 
business growth.

The study also showed 

limited awareness of social 
protection schemes, with 
87 percent of respondents 
unaware of the Universal 
Pension Scheme, 
highlighting the need for 
information campaigns and 
capacity-building.

It recommended 
recognising informal 
workers in labour 
laws, ratifying key ILO 
conventions and updating 
policies to address gender, 
age, disability and migration. 
It also called for better 
institutional coordination 
through a permanent 
Labour Commission, labour 
market mapping and a 
digital labour registry. 

Other recommendations 
included strengthening 
worker representation, 
supporting unionisation 
and ensuring participation 
in policymaking.

At the event, Parul, an 
informal sector worker 
from Rajshahi, shared her 
struggles. 

She said she survived by 
selling snacks near schools, 
going around villages with 
turmeric, chilli and dried 
fish, helping patients in 
hospitals, and even doing 
welding work. 

She said if she had been 
included in any social 
welfare programme, she 
could have lived her later 
years with greater security 
and dignity.

The consultation was 
chaired by Umme Hasan 
Jhalmal, vice president of 
Karmojibi Nari and joint 
coordinator of Nari Shramik 
Kantha. 

Special guests included 
Dr Felix Gerdes, resident 
representative of FES 
Bangladesh, and Dr 
Mohammed Hossain 

Sarkar, joint secretary of 
the Ministry of Labour and 
Employment.

Mustafiz Ahmed, 
associate professor at the 
Department of Social 
Work at Jagannath 
University; Rajekuzzaman 
Ratan, president of the 
Samajtantrik Shramik 
Front; and Ruman Ishtiaq, 
national project coordinator 
(formalisation project) of 
the ILO, also spoke, among 
others.

Sanjida Sultana, 
additional executive 
director of Karmojibi Nari, 
moderated the event.

Ten months on, court order yet to reach investigators
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of Shahin’s case have 
still not reached the 
investigation agency. 

Shahin said if the 
documents are not 
presented in court, the trial 
will certainly be disrupted.

Contacted, Anisur 
Rahman, a sub-inspector 
at the Police Bureau of 
Investigation (PBI) and also 
the IO, told The Daily Star, 
“Now we are investigating 
the case filed with Ashulia 
Police Station only. We do 
not know where another 
murder case was filed. We 
did not receive any court 

order or case docket in this 
regard.”

Abu Bakar Siddique, the 
then OC of Ashulia Police 
Station, told The Daily Star, 
“I did not receive any court 
order regarding the matter 
when I was there.”

Nur Alam, bench 
assistant of the court where 
Shahin filed the case, said he 
did not know about the case 
since it had happened before 
he was posted there.

Supreme Court lawyer 
Ishrat Hasan said, “Losing 
court records is regarded as 
a serious lapse in the justice 
system and may constitute 

a punishable offence. In 
such situations, a show-
cause notice can be issued 
against the custodian of the 
records, and departmental 
proceedings may follow 
where appropriate.”

“The administrative 
authorities of the concerned 
court may also form an 
inquiry committee to 
identify those responsible 
and to recommend 
disciplinary measures,” she 
added.

Contacted for comment 
on whether the university 
administration had exerted 
any influence, JU Vice-

Chancellor Prof Mohammad 
Kamrul Ahsan said, “I had 
no information regarding 
this matter, and personally, 
there has been no influence 
from the vice chancellor’s 
office.”

“If anyone seeks legal 
remedy, I expect -- especially 
after the mass uprising -- 
that they will receive fair 
justice,” he said

Meanwhile, several of the 
nine students accused in 
the murder case have been 
seen freely roaming the 
Jahangirnagar University 
campus.

Police arrested JU English 

student Mahmudul Hasan 
Raihan from Gazipur’s 
Hotapara on September 
23 last year and Pharmacy 
student Saiful Islam Bhuiyan 
from Dhaka’s Turag area on 
September 29 that year. 

According to case 
records, Raihan remains in 
jail, while Saiful and another 
accused, Atikuzzaman, 
a Management Studies 
student, are currently out on 
bail.

Witnesses said that 
since March 21, three of the 
accused -- Ahsan Labib, 
Hamidullah Salman, and 
Mohammad Rajon Mia -- 
have appeared on campus.

On August 21, Labib, a 
Biotechnology and Genetic 
Engineering student, 
submitted his nomination 
papers to the Jucsu Election 
Commission to contest 
in the polls. He has been 
campaigning regularly since 
August 29 and was present 
at the announcement of his 
“Shikkharthi Oikya Forum” 
panel on August 22.

Salman submitted his 
nomination papers on 
August 18 to the Election 
Commission’s member 
secretary AKM Rashidul 
Alam. He, too, began 
campaigning on August 29 
and was present on August 
28 when the Chhatra 
Dal-backed panel was 
announced.

Rajon, Salman, and 
Labib have since been seen 
campaigning across the 
campus ahead of the Jucsu 
elections.

When asked why the 
accused have not been 
arrested, investigator Anisur 
said, “Not everything can be 
done just by wishing.”

Committee
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from the police (not 
below the rank of DIG), 
a family member of a 
martyr nominated by the 
July Martyrs Memorial 
Foundation, a lawyer, and 
a human rights activist 
nominated by the Ministry 
of Law. The deputy solicitor 
of the GP-PP branch of 
the ministry will serve as 
member secretary.

App launched
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“No fairs of any kind will 
be allowed. However, the 
committee may permit 
one or two small shops,” he 
added.

A specific deadline has 
been set for the immersion 
of idols. “We must finish the 
immersion before 7:00pm. 
We have given the same 
instruction to everyone,” 
Jahangir Alam said.

He also noted that no 
party has expressed any 
security concern regarding 
this year’s puja.

Govt allows
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this year within office 
hours.

According to the 
notification, applications 
must be accompanied 
by updated copies of the 
trade licence, Export 
Registration Certificate, 
income tax certificate, VAT 
certificate, sales contract, 
and fisheries department 
licence, along with other 
relevant documents.

The government has 
set the minimum export 
price of hilsa at $12.5 per 
kilogramme.

Exporters who have 
already submitted 
applications without 
notification have also been 
instructed to reapply under 
the new circular.

Hilsa, the national fish 
of Bangladesh, enjoys 
immense demand across 
the border, particularly 
during festive periods.

The export permission 
during Durga Puja has 
become a regular practice 
in recent years, balancing 
cultural ties with India 
and the need to protect 
domestic supply.
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A worker loads betel leaves (paan) onto a pickup truck. Betel leaves from Mohanpur, Baghmara, Taherpur and Durgapur areas of Rajshahi are well 
known. This year, farmers have had a bumper harvest of betel leaves, which are now being sold for Tk 4–10 per bundle depending on quality.
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