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US not seeking
regime change
in Venezuela

Says Trump, ties Maduro to
drug trafficking

Venezuela, President Donald Trump said on Friday, as the
United States ordered an additional 10 stealth fighter jets
to a military buildup in the Caribbean.

“We’re not talking about that, but we are talking about
the fact that you had an election which was a very strange
election, to put it mildly,” Trump said, referring to the
contested 2024 election the Venezuelan government says
President Nicolas Maduro won.

Trump had been asked by reporters about a claim
Maduro has made this week that the United States was

secking “regime change through military threat.”

“The government of the United States should abandon
its plan of violent regime change in Venezuela and in all of
Latin America and respect sovereignty, the right to peace,
to independence,” Maduro said on state television.

PHOTO: REUTERS
People participate in a demonstration against the planned deployment of
National Guard troops in Chicago, US on Saturday. President Donald Trump
threatened to unleash his newly rebranded “Department of War” on Chicago,
further heightening tensions over his push to deploy troops into US cities.

Japan PM Ishiba (o resign
alter series of polls losses

Rising living costs stoked voter backlash

REUTERS, Tokyo

he told a press conference, adding he
would continue his duties until his

) successor was elected.
Since coming (0 power
less than a year ago,
Ishiba has overseen his
ruling coalition lose its
majorities in elections for
both houses of parliament

Japanese Prime  Minister
Shigeru Ishiba said yesterday
he had decided to resign,
ushering in a potentially
lengthy period of policy
paralysis at a shaky
moment for the world’s

“Irespect Trump. None of the differences we’ve had can
lead to a military conflict,” Maduro added. “Venezuela has
always been willing to converse, to dialogue.”

Trump demonstrated his new approach to fighting the
drug war with a US military strike on Tuesday that killed
11 people and sank a boat from Venezuela which Trump
said was transporting illegal narcotics.

fourth-largest economy.
Ishiba, 68,

instructed
his Liberal Democratic Party

- which has governed Japan for
almost all of the post-war era - to
hold an emergency leadership race,

SUuCCessor.

amid
rising living costs. Ishiba

narrowly defeated Takaichi in
last year’s LDP leadership run-off.
Shinjiro Koizumi is another possible

voter anger over

Seven held over vandalism and attack on police
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However, the family of Rasel
Molla - who was Kkilled
during the violence -- did not
file any case.

“We have communicated
with the family to lodge a
case, but they have not done
it yet,” the OC said.

Rasel’s father, Azad Molla,
said his son was buried at
Tenapcha village graveyard
on Saturday night after a
namaz-e-janaza at the local
football ground.

Asked whether he would
file a case, Azad said, “I
haven’t thought about that
yet. We will discuss it with
locals and family members
before making a decision.”

Rasel’s younger brother,
Sajjad Molla, 19, also came
under assault and had to
jump from the second floor
of Nurul Haque’s house and
darbar sharif to save himself,
fracturing his left ankle in the
process.

Sajjad recounted,
“Some people were looting
valuables. When 1 tried to
resist them, they struck me
with a machete. My right
hand was injured as I tried to
block the blow.

“Later, they set fire to
the building. To save my
life, T jumped from the
second floor. I fainted and
remained unconscious for
a long time. After regaining
consciousness, with the help
of an acquaintance, I went to
Faridpur by an auto-rickshaw
and received treatment.”

Locals said Nurul had a
12-foot-high tomb built before
his death. He was buried in the
clevated platform after he died
on August 23.

The tomb  generated
heated debate in the locality.
The local administration held
multiple discussions with
Nurul's followers and the
group opposing the matter,
said locals.

Initially, Nurul's family
requested a week’s time (o
resolve the dispute. However,
an agitated crowd attacked
Nurul’s house after a protest
rally at the Goalanda Ansar
Club grounds after Juma
prayers on Friday. They
exhumed Nurul's body and
set it on fire on the Dhaka-
Khulna highway.

The attackers had gathered
under the banner of “Iman-O-
Akidah Rokkha Committee”
at the Ansar Club field.

A tea seller near the field
said some of the protesters
were carrying sticks, but
they later deposited the
sticks following their leaders’
instructions.

“At that moment, a group
of 50-60 men armed with
sharp weapons, hammers,
iron rods, and shovels arrived.
When police tried to seize
the weapons, they attacked
the law enforcers and started
pelting stones. As police

Tighten grip on law and order
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The attack resulted in the
death of one person and
injuries to at least 22 others.

Alam confirmed that
seven individuals have been
arrested in  connection
with the incident, including
the person responsible for
exhuming the body.

Among those arrested,
two were affiliated with the
Awami League’s associate
bodies, he said.

The briefing also
highlighted the
government’s decision to
increase surveillance on
flash processions and illegal
gatherings, said the press
secretary.

Alam pointed out that
“the fallen, defeated, fascist
forces” are  becoming
desperate as the country
moves towards the elections,
especially with the ongoing
trial of those responsible for
the July massacre.

He called the situation
a “national security issue”
rather than just a law-and-
order problem.

“The election will take
place in the first half of
February,” Alam stated
confidently when asked
about the election timeline.

He reassured, “No power
on earth can stop this
election.”

In light of the upcoming
Durga Puja celebrations, the
chief adviser has ordered
robust security measures (0
prevent any instability. The
Ministry of Religious Affairs
hasbeen tasked with holding
meetings  with  various
faith-based  organisations
to ensure the safety of all
during this period, said the
press secretary.

Meanwhile, Home Adviser
Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury acknowledged
a slight deterioration in
the country’s law and order
situation following recent
incidents.

“The situation was good,
but based on the events of
the last few days, I would
say it has deteriorated
slightly. We will do our best
(o restore it o its previous

Man beaten to death
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doctors declared him dead,
the police official added.

“Although the worker
had claimed Sajjad was a
mugger, we found no such
evidence. This is a clear
case of murder, and we'’re
investigating accordingly.
If' the victim’s family files
a case, we'll initiate legal
procedure,” said the police
official.

Sajjad’s uncle, Al Amin
Hossain, said his nephew
was mentally unwell and
often roamed the streets

late at night. “The Crown
Cement factory is just a
ten-minute walk from our
house. Everyone in the
area knows about Sajjad’s
condition. Last night, he
might have thrown stones
at one of the factory trucks
near the Fidgah road.
For that, they [the driver,
his assistant, and several
workers| dragged him
inside their factory and
beat him to death.”

“He was not a mugger.
Everyone  knows  his
condition. He couldn’t even

state.”

Jahangir made the
remark after inaugurating a
police training programme
aimed at enhancing police
capabilities for election
duties at Rajarbagh Police
Linesin the capital yesterday.

When asked about the
recent violence in Rajbari,
he said an investigation
was underway. “We will
provide more details once
the investigation report is
available,” he said.

When asked about the
circulating  threats on
social media and the recent
incidents in Rajbari and
Hathazari, he denied any
failure in preventing mob
violence.

“We are not failing. The
problem is that we have
become very intolerant.
Those who committed these
actswill be brought up under
the law. [ urge everyone to be
patient. There is a lack of
patience these days,” he said.

“If we lose patience, it will
only escalate the situation
further,” he added.

be kept at home; he would
just wander around. They
killed him for nothing,” Al
Amin, a tea seller, told The
Daily Star.

Family members said
they were not aware of the
incident until the morning.
A friend of Sajjad informed
them that he had been
beaten to death.

Police later recovered the
body and detained at least
10 workers of the factory,
including the truck driver,
his assistant, and security
guards, for interrogation.

retreated, they vandalised the
police vehicles and advanced
toward Nurul Haque’s
house,” he said.

Neighbours said the mob
split into three groups o
carry out the attack. One
group hurled bricks, another
scaled the walls and entered
the house. About 15-20
devotees and a domestic
worker inside were beaten
and injured while trying to
resist. The attackers looted
valuables and torched what
they could not take away.
Looting reportedly continued
throughout the night.

“Once a man dies, what
remains? What they did to
the body is not acceptable
in any religion,” said local
resident Sourav Sheikh.

Abul Kashem Mondal,
president  of  Goalanda
municipality BNP and a
member of the “Iman-O-
Akidah Rokkha Committee”,
said, “Wewanted toresolve the

issue of Nurul Haque’s burial
through the administration,
but their non-cooperation
made things worse.

“We tried to keep people
calm at the rally. But when
a message came that police
blocked some from attending,
they got agitated and carried
out the attack.”

Nurul Islam, ameer of
Rajbari  district Jamaat-e-
Islami, claimed none of his
party men were involved
in the attack. He said he
instructed his party men and
committee members o avoid
any trouble after seeing that
the grave was flattened as
demanded.

Md Nuruzzaman, president
of Rajbari Socheton Nagorik
Committee, said, “What
happened on Iriday was
unfortunate and avoidable.
With proper vigilance by the

local administration and
community, this could have
been prevented.”

“Tiger’ Sabalenka
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party mode, goggles perched
on her head and a bottle of
champagne in hand.

“After the Australian
Open I thought that the right
way would be just to forget it
and move on, but then the
same thing happened at the
French Open. So I figured
that, okay, maybe it’s time
for me to sit back and to look
at those finals and to maybe
learn something,” an ecstatic
Sabalenka told reporters.

“Going into this final
I decided for myself that
I'm going to control my
emotions. I'm not going to
let them take control over
me, and doesn’t matter what
happens in the match.

“My mindset was just
going out there, fight for every

point. Doesn’t matter of the
situation. Just focus on mysell
and focus on things that I have
to do to win the match.”

Sabalenka added that her
milestone 100th Grand Slam
match win carried extra
weight because of the road it
took to get there.

“You know, this one felt
like I had to overcome a lot
of things to get this one,”
she said. “I knew that the
hard work we put in, like,
I deserved to have a Grand
Slam title this season.

“It means a lot to defend
this title and to bring such
great tennis on the court. To
bring the fight and be able to
handle my emotions the way
I did in this final, it means
a lot. 'm super proud right
now of myself.”

Tarique Rahman
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Under his leadership, this
nation will go far ahead.”

Bangladesh ~ Nationalist
Tax Lawyers’ Forum
organised the discussion.

The BNP leader said the
nation must soon establish a
political government through
an election, specifically a
constitutional parliamentary
government. “Through it, the
aspirations and dreams of
the country’s martyrs must
be fulfilled. We are moving
forward with this goal.”

He hoped that the polls
would be held in the first half
of February 2026, shortly
before the start of Ramadan,
or possibly even earlier.

“I'would like to tell all those
who ry to create obstacles
or spread confusion with
misleading statements that
we are already in the election
atmosphere. Excitement for
the election has developed
across the country,” the BNP
leader said.

The BNP leader
emphasised that the country
must be run strictly as per the
constitution, warning against
using  extra-constitutional
or special instruments to
govern.

“Such measures are only
needed when the normal
constitutional provisions
are not working. Today,
our constitution is in place,
and the state is being run
according to it. There is no
reason to issue any special
proclamation. Why would
anyone need to do this, and
for whose satisfaction?” he
asked.

Salahuddin said theinterim
government  was  formed
following constitutional
procedures, with the chief
adviser and other advisers
taking the oath under article
106 of the constitution. “There
has been no disruption of
constitutional continuity,
and there is no reason to
undermine it now.”

Don’t let my son’s killers meet
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to die one day. So, instead
of staying home selfishly,
embracing a heroic death
by joining the struggle is
preferable. If T don’t return
alive, don’t grieve but be
proud.”

The mother said on that
fateful day, an unknown
caller rang her around
1:30pm and asked if anyone
from her family joined the
protest. When she replied
that her son had, the caller
told her to rush to Mitlord
hospital.

She, her husband, and her
father rushed there, only to
find Anas’s bullet-riddled
body lifeless on a stretcher. “I
hugged my bloody son.”

A youth named Sourav,
who took Anas to the
hospital, told her that police

targeted Anas and shot
him. Hospital documents
confirmed he died of

gunshot wounds and was
brought dead.

Sanjida recalled how her
and her father’s clothes were
soaked with Anas’ blood
while they carried his body

home in an autorickshaw.
His namaz-e-janaza was held
at Dhup Khola field, along
with that of Mahedi Hasan
Junayed, another victim of
that day’s police firing. Anas
was buried as a martyr, still
wrapped in his blood-soaked
clothes.

Later, she learnt from
fellow protesters that police
fired sound grenades, rubber
bullets, and live ammunition
as the procession marched
towards Shaheed Minar. Anas
took shelterinan alley at Nabab
Katara when a policeman shot
him in the chest.

In her testimony, Sanjida
alleged that under the
command of then DMP
commissioner Habibur
Rahman, police officers
Sudip Kumar Chakraborty
and Shah Alam Mohammad
Akhtarul Islam, and in the
presence of AC Mohammad
Imrul, and inspector
Arshad Hossain, constables
Sujon, Imaz Hossain, and
Nasirul Islam opened fire
on unarmed students and
protesters at Chankharpul.

She further claimed the

Ducsu aspirants
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university into a prestigious
institution.

Meghmallar Bosu, the
general secretary candidate
from Pratirodh Parshad
— a panel nominated by
left-leaning Ganatantrik
Chhatra Jote -- joined the
campaigning in a wheelchair
after getting an early release
from the hospital. He had

been in a private hospital
for the past five days
and underwent multiple
surgeries.

VP  candidate  from
Boishommo Birodhi
Shikkharthi Sangsad,
Abdul Qader told BSS,

“We're getting an incredible
response. We've done a lot of
student-friendly work before
and after August 5. Students
want a place of trust. Trust
is created when words and
actions match. We think we
were able to do that.”

Talking to BSS, Shaikh
Tanvir Baree Hamim, GS
candidate from the Chhatra
Dal panel, said, “Since the
beginning of the campaign,
students have been
responding very positively.
We’re committed to working
for the students and building
a better and safe campus for
all stcudents.”

Al Sadi Bhuiyan, GS
candidate from Swatantra
Shikkharthi  Oikya, told
BSS that he, along with

his panel members, was
getting hopeful responses
from students who want a
peaceful and safe campus.

In a press briefing,
Bangladesh Ganatantrik
Chhatra Sangshad alleged
that the students are
not satisfied with the
management of polling
centres.

“The way the centres
have been organised
seems designed (o ensure
the victory of particular
contenders,” said Abu Baker
Mojumder, the GS candidate
from the panel.

During a press
conference at  Madhur
Canteen, VP candidate from
Oikyaboddho  Shikkharthi
Jote, Abu Shadik Kayem,
said their campaign had
received a positive response
from students across halls
and faculties.

Panel leader SM Farhad
said the alliance aims to keep
campus politics  student-
oriented and separate from
national political influence,
envisioning a “dream
campus” for all.

Mobashiruzzaman Hasan,
a postgrad student, told BSS,
“This year’s Ducsu election is
going to be the most festive
one. I, personally, observed
that candidates approaching
the students with all their
creativity.”

Samsul Alam, another

killings were carried out under
the command of deposed
prime  minister  Sheikh
Hasina, former home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal,
ex-minister Obaidul Quader,
and former IGP Chowdhury
Abdullah Al-Mamun.

“I want all those I have
named to be hanged,”
Sanjida said.

Arshad, Sujon, Imaz, and
Nasirul were in the dock.

Following her testimony,
defence counsels for the four
accused in custody, along
with state defence lawyer
for the four-absconding
accused, cross-examined
her, insisting their clients
were innocent.

Besides  Sanjida, two
others testified before the
tribunal.

Md Rabbi Hossain, a
fellow protester who claimed
that he saw police shot
Anas, and Md Abdul Gafur,
employer of Ismamul Haque,
one of the six deaths at
Chankharpul. Rabbi said he
sustained pellet wounds on
his forehead in the police
firing that day.

student, said, “It feels good
when candidates approach
with manifestoes to build
a better campus. Ducsu is
a channel to connect with
people of diverse creativity
and ideology with common
goals.”

Chief  Adviser Prof
Muhammad Yunus, from a
meeting at his residence at
Jamuna yesterday, directed
the law enforcement
agencies (o extend all-out
cooperation  to  Dhaka
University —authorities to
ensure a peaceful and festive
atmosphere  during the
Ducsu elections.

The VP and GS candidates
from different panels also
joined a debate programme
organised by the Dhaka
University Teachers’ Network.

Tomorrow’s polling will
continue uninterrupted
from 8:00am to 4:00pm.
Students  entering  the
centres by 4:00pm can cast
their votes.

A total of 39,775 voters
have been enlisted, and the
number of polling booths
has been increased to 810 in
eight centres.

Chief Returning Officer
Prof Mohammad Zashim
Uddin said special buses on
existing routes have been
arranged for non-residential
students, and the campus
shuttle services will operate
the whole day.
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