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The RPO is the law under 
which the commission 
regulates national elections.

On September 4, the 
advisory council in principle 
approved the draft.

At present, anyone 
convicted of a crime 
involving moral turpitude 
and sentenced to at least 
two years’ imprisonment 
is barred from contesting 
elections unless five 
years have passed since 
their release. Individuals 
convicted under the 
Bangladesh Collaborators 
(Special Tribunals) Order, 
1972, are also deemed 
ineligible.

In response to a question, 
Anwarul said he was not 
sure who is protesting over 
the boundary demarcations 
or why they are doing so.

He added, “The 

Commission has 
determined the boundaries 
with utmost caution, 
neutrality, and logical 
reasoning. Once the final list 
of boundaries is published, 
there is no scope for filing 
complaints in court.”

When asked why the 
number of constituencies 
increased in Gazipur but 
decreased in Bagerhat, he 
said that based on voter 
numbers, Gazipur had the 
highest number of voters, 
while Bagerhat had fewer.

Maintain neutrality
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nationally and 
internationally, urging 
officers to demonstrate 
patience, wisdom, and self-
discipline.

At the beginning, Abu 
Naser Mohammed Khaled, 
additional IG (HRM) of 
PHQ, gave a detailed 
description of how the 
training programme will 
be conducted. 

He said the programme 
has been structured in 
phases, aiming to equip 
officers with the necessary 
skills and knowledge.

“The training includes 
practical sessions on 
weapons authority, 
managing election-day 
responsibilities, and using 
modern technology like 
body-worn cameras. 
The programme also 
emphasises the importance 
of understanding election 
laws and maintaining 
law and order at polling 
stations,” he said.

Naser said a total of 1.7 
million law enforcers will 
perform duties, among 

whom 1,50,000 will be 
from the police force, which 
is nine per cent of the total 
deployment.

Naser said that the 
programme is divided into 
four phases, each targeting 
different groups of police 
personnel and focusing 
on various aspects of 
election security. “We 
have already prepared 150 
master trainers, and these 
trainers will be responsible 
for imparting knowledge to 
other officers nationwide. 
By mid-September, trainers 
will be trained at district, 
range, metropolitan, 
and institute levels, and 
training will be given across 
130 venues,” he said.

“We are hopeful to 
complete the election 
process by December 15,” 
added Naser.

Rise above all
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mass uprising, the chief 
justice said there needs to 
be more dialogue and joint 
efforts to continue.

“We must sit together 
and examine the root 
causes of these events -- 
why they happen, where 
they originate. Let us not 
be discouraged. Let us 
not lose hope. We must 
embrace unity in diversity,” 
he said.

The chief justice added, 
“We need to cultivate 
understanding. We need 
patience. And we need to 
be realistic.”

Cardinal George 
Koovakad praised 
Bangladesh’s legacy of 
peaceful coexistence, 
saying that Bangladesh 
is a shining example of 
communal harmony, 
where Hindus, Buddhists, 
Christians, and Muslims 
live together peacefully.

“We must resist 
extreme nationalist and 
sectarian attitudes. These 
attitudes tolerate only 
their own interests and 

view everything outside 
themselves as a threat,” he 
said.

Archbishop Bejoy 
D’Cruze, OMI, Chairman of 
CBCB, also spoke.
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Abidul Islam Khan 
emphasised that his 
generation “learned politics 
from fascist repression, not 
books.” 

He pledged to ensure a 
safe, inclusive campus for 
all.

Sheikh Tasnim Afroz 
Imi called for fixed annual 
Ducsu elections and justice 
for the perpetrators of 
both the 1971 and 2024 
atrocities. “Your vote 
decides representation,” 
she urged students.

Former general 
secretary Dr Moshtaq 
Hossain reflected on 
Ducsu’s central role in 
national struggles from 
1970 to 1990 and urged 
independents to unite and 
resist party dominance. 

Mahmudur Rahman 
Manna echoed this 
sentiment. 

University Teachers’ 
Network chair Gitiara 
Nasreen called for true 
leadership, emphasising 
the importance of 
amplifying students’ voices 
instead of chasing power. 

ASM Sarwar 
Ud-Deen 
passes away
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ASM Sarwar 
Ud-Deen, 
former 
member of 
the Tariff 
Commission, 
died in a 
road accident in the city’s 
Moghbazar area on Saturday 
night. He was 76.

He sustained critical 
injuries around 11:00pm 
while getting in or out of 
a vehicle. He was declared 
dead at a hospital, said a 
press release.

He was laid to rest at 
Sector-12 graveyard in 
Uttara following the Zohr 
prayers yesterday.

Sarwar, the second 
son of late MA Mannan 
of Goalachamat Para in 
Faridpur, left behind a son 
and a daughter to mourn 
his death. All are requested 
to pray for the eternal 
peace of his departed soul.

Ensure my safety
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identical statement before 
the ICT-1 in another crimes 
against humanity case in 
which ousted prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina and her two 
top aides are accused.

After concluding his 
testimony as the third 
witness in the case, Razibul 
told the tribunal, “I urge the 
court to ensure my safety.”

Tribunal chair Justice 
Nozrul Islam Chowdhury 
asked why he sought safety 
now despite resisting 
pressure during the 
previous government’s 
rule. Razibul replied that 
since the accused lived in 
Rangpur, where he also 
worked, he felt unsafe.

He requested a transfer 
to Jashore Medical College 
Hospital near his ancestral 
home in Kushtia, where his 
mother lives.

Prosecutor Mizanul 
Islam informed the court 
that a separate petition on 
his security would be filed 
tomorrow.

Razibul told the tribunal 
that the then RMP deputy 

commissioner (crime) 
Abu Maruf Hossain, RMC 
vice-principal Mahfuzur 
Rahman, and Swadhinata 
Chikitsak Parishad leader 
Sarwar Hossain Chandan 
had pressured him to state 
that Sayed died of head 
injury and neurogenic 
shock.

“They threatened me with 
cases, offered foreign trips, 
and even a holiday in Cox’s 
Bazar. But I could not lie 
when the world had already 
seen Sayed being shot,” he 
said, his voice trembling.

He eventually filed 
a report citing shock 
and haemorrhage but 
maintained that the injuries 
were ante-mortem and 
homicidal. “I submitted a 
true report at the risk of my 
life,” he said.  He is scheduled 
to face cross-examination 
tomorrow. Journalist AKM 
Moinul Haque, who live-
streamed the scene when 
police opened fire on Abu 
Sayed during the uprising, 
was cross-examined by 
defence lawyers today.

2nd Edition
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(cultural), Shahriar Alam 
Othi (assistant cultural), 
Swapna Akter (women 
affairs), Nusrat Ishita 
(assistant women affairs), 
Gazi Ferdous Hasan 
(information and research), 
Redowanul Islam Hridoy 
(assistant information and 
research), Rafayetul Islam 
(media and publication), 
Nur Nabi (assistant media 
and publication), and 
Maruf Hossain (science and 
technology).

Meanwhile, former 
president of Shibir’s RU 
unit and its current central 
education secretary Abdul 
Mohaimin declared its 
“Sammilito Chhatra Jote” 
panel last evening outside 
the Rucsu treasurer’s office.

Agronomy student 
(2016-17 session) Mostakur 
Rahman Jahid has been 
nominated for VP, Applied 
Chemistry student (2020-
21 session) Fahim Reza for 
GS, and Statistics student 
(2019-20 session) SM 
Salman Sabbir for AGS.
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4-35

5-10

Zohr 

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-30

4-45

Maghrib

6-20

6-25

Esha

7-45

8-15
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