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102 rounded up
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Adabor Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge SM 
Jakaria said the arrests 
were made after a constable 
was stabbed during a police 
operation.

The operation followed a 
call to the national emergency 
helpline 999 earlier that night 
around 10:30pm.

During that call, police 
were informed that a youth 
had been confined in the 
Shyamoli Housing area, OC 
Jakaria said. 

When a four-member 
police team went to the 
spot, they were attacked 
by unidentified assailants, 
who stabbed constable 
Al-Amin and vandalised a 
police vehicle, he added.

Following the attack, 
police launched a sweeping 
raid in the area, detaining 
102 people on suspicion.

Of them, 15 were 
sentenced to 10–15 days 
in jail by a mobile court 
yesterday, while the rest were 
released after signing bonds.

“Innocent individuals 
were released after giving 
bonds. Only 15 people -- 
found to be involved in the 
incident -- were sentenced,” 
said OC Jakaria.

Among those sentenced 
were Alamgir and Habibur.

“My husband has 
typhoid. I went to the police 
station with his medicine 
and food, but there were too 
many people and I couldn’t 
even speak to the officers. 
Just now I learned he has 
been sent to Keraniganj,” 
said Almagir’s wife Julefa 
yesterday evening.

Breaking into tears, she 
added, “He is an innocent 
man. They dragged him out 
of bed in the middle of the 
night and sent him to jail. If 
he cannot work for 15 days, 
how will our family survive?”

Talking to families of 
the detainees yesterday, it 
emerged that most of those 
arrested were day labourers 
and working-class men. 

Locals alleged that 
the assailants were 
outsiders who fled the 
area immediately after 
the attack. “The real 
perpetrators have not been 
arrested,” said one resident.

Teachers’ network 
issues 13-point call
FROM PAGE 3

they had termed “not fully 
fair”, and warned that the 
same mistakes must not be 
repeated.

The teachers demanded 
that polling booths be 
increased in proportion to 
voter numbers and voting 
hours extended until 
5:00pm.

They stressed that a 
clear and realistic plan for 
booth management and 
voting time allocation be 
communicated to students 
in advance.

In the counting 
process, they called for 
transparent measures, 
including daily meetings 
with representatives of all 
contesting panels. 

The network also urged 
transparent enforcement 
of the electoral code of 
conduct, with defined 
penalties for violations.

They demanded non-

discriminatory deployment 
of teachers, officers, and 
staffers, as well as steps to 
curb cyberbullying and 
online threats.

Citing a recent social 
media post in which a 
DU student allegedly 
threatened gang rape 
against a female candidate, 
they pressed for exemplary 
punishment.

Other recommendations 
included transport 
support for non-residential 
students on voting day, 
stability in academic 
schedules, discipline 
among journalists and 
social media content 
creators covering the 
polls, and stakeholder 
involvement before last-
minute decisions. 

The teachers’ network 
said they would continue 
their independent 
observation of the election, 
as they did in 2019.

Cops now on the edge
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and the fall of the Sheikh 
Hasina regime.

After facing widespread 
public wrath for their 
controversial role and attacks 
on unarmed students and 
people, many police stations 
and officers came under attack.

An officer-in-charge of a 
DMP police station said, “We 
try to take details whenever 
we receive a call through 
999. But if the incident 
seems related to security 
risks or possible mob 
violence, sometimes officers 
are reluctant to respond. In 
those cases, we try to deploy 
at least two patrol teams.”

A sub-inspector from 
Dhaka district police added, 
“In Dhaka city, it is often easier 
to respond. But in remote 
areas with no people nearby, it 
becomes very difficult due to 
security concerns.”

One such case was 
reported in Narsingdi’s 
Shibpur area.

On July 12 this year, Rina 
Begum and two of her relatives 
were attacked by a neighbour 
following an altercation. They 
immediately called 999, but 
no police responded. The 

three were later admitted to 
Narsingdi Sadar Hospital with 
multiple stab injuries to the 
head and back. The victims 
claimed that even when they 
went to the police station 
bleeding from their injuries, 
they received no assistance.

There have also been 
allegations that police 
demanded money to respond 
to emergency calls or 
attempted to handle cases over 
the phone instead of in person. 

On July 18, Sumiya Bakht 
repeatedly called 999 seeking 
help to rescue her daughter, 
Tabassum Islam Syma, who 
was allegedly confined by a 
relative in Saghata upazila of 
Gaibandha. No help arrived 
for three hours.

A six-member police team 
eventually responded but 
allegedly demanded payment 
and took Tk 2,000. Sumiya 
claimed she paid the money 
through a middleman.

However, Assistant Sub-
Inspector Mohosin Ali Sarkar, 
who was part of the six-
member team, denied taking 
any money from Sumiya.

Contacted, Anowar Sattar, 
inspector (media) of the 
national emergency helpline, 

said, “We try our best to 
respond to all emergency calls 
and immediately connect 
them to local police stations. 
But sometimes delays happen 
due to logistical or transport 
shortages.”

“If a single patrol team has 
to handle several incidents 
at the same time, they 
make a priority list of those 
incidents, which may cause 
delays,” he explained.

Asked about cases where 
police did not respond at all, 
he said, “We have a feedback 
and inquiry team that 
investigates such complaints 
if they come to our notice. The 
number of such cases is very 
minimal. In those instances, 
we communicate with the 
police station and inform the 
controlling authorities.”

According to official data, 
the national emergency 
helpline has received around 
6.23 crore phone calls since its 
launch on December 12, 2017, 
to April 30 this year. Of them, 
emergency services, including 
police, fire, and ambulance 
support, were provided to 
around 2.72 crore callers. The 
rest were blank calls -- about 
56.27 percent.
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Six more
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The ACC lodged six 
separate cases, including 
the three ones, between 
January 12 and 14 over 
alleged irregularities in the 
allocation of plots under 
the Purbachal New Town 
project.

It accused Hasina of 
colluding with senior Rajuk 
officials to unlawfully 
secure six 10-katha plots 
in Sector 27’s diplomatic 
zone for herself, Joy, Putul, 
Sheikh Rehana, her children 
Radwan Mujib Siddiq Bobby 
and Azmina Siddiq, despite 
their ineligibility.

CITY

Govt mulls ICT-3
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Asif Nazrul added, “We are 
determined to ensure justice 
for all kinds of crimes, 
including murder, enforced 
disappearance, and torture 
that occurred under the 
previous government. 
Our judges, prosecution, 
and investigation teams 
are working with utmost 
dedication.”

Referring to the July 
uprising, the adviser said, 
“More than 1,000 students 
and civilians were killed, 
and thousands more 
were left with permanent 
disabilities. The trials 
for these grave crimes 
against humanity are 
not just essential; they 
are inevitable. We have 
remained firm in our 
efforts from the beginning 
and are satisfied with the 
current pace of the trial.”

During the inspection of 
the ICT-2 main building, Asif 

Nazrul was accompanied by 
Housing, Public Works and 
Industries Adviser Adilur 
Rahman Khan.

Attorney General Md 
Asaduzzaman, ICT Chief 
Prosecutor Mohammad Tajul 
Islam and Prosecutor Gazi 
MH Tamim were also present.

Asif Nazrul’s comments 
on the possibility of 
forming ICT-3 came after 
Tajul on Saturday said 
they were being forced 
to rush the trials of 
crimes against humanity 
committed during the 
July uprising, as well as 
enforced disappearances 
perpetrated under the 
Awami League regime. 

And this is happening 
amid fears that the next 
government may not 
continue the trials, he 
added, speaking at an 
event marking the Day for 
the Victims of Enforced 
Disappearances.

3 of a family 
killed in Pabna 
road crash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Pabna

Three members of a family 
were killed as a truck hit 
their motorcycle in Pabna’s 
Faridpur upazila yesterday.

Sohel Rana, 30; his wife 
Aulia Khatun, 25; and their 
daughter Sumaiya Khatun, 
7, were from Chatmohar.

The incident took place 
as they were returning 
home around 10:00am, 
said Hasnat Zaman, OC of 
Faridpur Police Station.

When they reached 
Chokchokia, a truck hit 
their bike, leaving Aulia 
and Sumaiya dead on the 
spot and Sohel injured.

“We recovered the 
bodies and took Sohel to a 
hospital. He succumbed to 
his injuries around noon,” 
said OC Hasnat.

Rail passengers
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she had been waiting at the 
station for five hours to catch 
the Jamalpur Commuter.

Passengers urged the 
authorities to resolve the 
crisis to ease the suffering 
of thousands who travel 
daily between Dhaka, 
Mymensingh, Netrakona 
and Jamalpur.

Mahmud Hasan Dipu, 
one of the student leaders, 
said they suspended the 
blockade around 5:20pm.

BAU Proctor Prof Abdul 
Alim said a meeting between 
the students and university 
authorities were held last 
night to settle the matter.

At the meeting, presided 
over by Prof Md Shahidul 
Haque, BAU student affairs 
adviser, a three-member 
probe body was formed to 
investigate the attack on 
the students.

Besides, a decision 
was taken that the order 
to vacate the halls will 
be withdrawn through a 
syndicate meeting today.

Following the decision, 
the students postponed 
their protest programmes 
for today, said Mahmud 
Hasan Dipu.


