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Noel Mendes 
passes away
STAR REPORT

N o e l 
G r e g o r y 
Mendes, a 
cele bra te d 
Chattogram 
b u s i n e s s -
man and former member 
of the legendary 1960s 
band “Lightnings”, passed 
away on Monday morning. 
He was 71.

He breathed his last 
at 5:10am at the Apollo 
Imperial Hospital.

His funeral mass and 
burial ceremony was held 
on Monday at 3:30pm at 
the Holy Rosary Cathedral, 
Patharghata in Chattogram. 

Noel Mendes was a 
beloved member of the 
Mendes family, which 
has made contributions 
to Bangladesh’s logistics, 
shipping, and freight 
forwarding industry 
through the Enem-Omni 
Group, founded in 1958 by 
J Lawrence Mendes.

Noel Mendes was 
not only a prominent 
businessman but also a 
celebrated musician.

He was part of the 
legendary pop band 
Lightnings, formed in the 
1960s in Bangladesh, then 
East Pakistan.

Adopt gender-
responsive policies
FROM PAGE 3

and resilience.
The remarks were made 

during the inception 
workshop of the “Gender 
Responsive Disaster Risk 
Reduction in Bangladesh 
(GRDRRIB)” project, 
organised by BRAC and UN 
Women with support from 
the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation 
Agency at a city hotel.

The workshop marked the 
official launch of the project, 
which will continue until 
December 2026 across 12 
disaster-prone districts.

At the event, K M Abdul 
Wadud, additional secretary 
of the Ministry of Disaster 
Management and Relief, 
said while the number of 
deaths during disasters has 
decreased, economic losses 
remain high. 

He called for greater 
emphasis on awareness, 
preparedness, and 
acceptance of the inevitability 
of disasters, guided by early 
warnings and forecasts.

He stressed the need 
for adequate funding to 
strengthen capacity, develop 
preparedness systems, 
and introduce disaster 
risk insurance to mitigate 
economic losses.

Navanita Sinha, deputy 
country representative of 
UN Women Bangladesh, said 
Bangladesh is recognised as 
a leader in resilience, with 
strong political commitment 
to placing gender at the 
centre of disaster response. 

She added that while local 
women are already driving 
action on the frontlines, their 
leadership must be further 
strengthened.

Matilda Svensson, first 
secretary of the Embassy of 
Sweden, said gender equality is 
essential for disaster resilience. 

She stressed that 
intention must turn into 

impact, with gender analysis 
and data guiding planning 
and financing, and with 
priority given to women-led 
resilience initiatives.

Kazi Golam Towsif, 
director general of the 
Department of Women 
Affairs, said as women 
make up the majority of 
the population, developing 
their leadership in disaster 
management is vital. 

He added that initiatives 
like GRDRRIB will help 
establish a gender-responsive 
disaster risk management 
framework, enabling women 
and girls to take on greater 
leadership roles.

Rezwanur Rahman, 
director general of the 
Department of Disaster 
Management, said disaster 
risk reduction efforts must 
prioritise women, children, 
the elderly, and persons with 
disabilities. 

He stressed the need to 
ensure representation so that 
vulnerable groups are heard 
and women can actively 
participate in preparedness.

Md Liakath Ali, director 
of BRAC’s Disaster Risk 
Management programme, 
emphasised integrating 
climate considerations and 
projections into all projects 
to help communities build 
back better. 

He also highlighted the 
importance of stakeholder 
feedback, local context, and 
indigenous knowledge in 
making gender-responsive 
disaster risk reduction 
projects successful.

The workshop began 
with a welcome address by 
Dilruba Haider, programme 
specialist for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, Climate Change 
and Humanitarian Actions 
at UN Women, and included 
a keynote presentation on 
the GRDRRIB project by the 
project’s lead Abdul Latif Khan.
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leaders. Rucsu AGS candidate 
Shah Poran questioned the 
apparent double standard, 
saying, “We also return late 
to our halls. Will there be 
notices against us too, or is 
it one country with two sets 
of rules?”

Tasin Khan, a candidate 
for the vice president post, 
suggested that the provost be 
removed if she cannot ensure 
security after 11:00pm.

Amid mounting criticism, 
Prof Nahar apologised. 
“We issued the notice on 
a committee’s advice to 
speak with the students. But 
considering the situation, 
we have withdrawn it. We 
sincerely regret the difficulties 
it caused,” she said.

Faculty members also 
condemned the move. Prof 
Abdullah Al Mamun of the 
journalism department 
described it as “a deliberate 
attempt to keep women 
vulnerable”, adding that 
the administration could 
have spoken to students 
individually.

“Posting the names 
publicly was a reprehensible 
act. Those responsible must 
be held accountable,” he said.

The leak of the notice 
online triggered derogatory 
comments on social media. 
While opinions remain divided, 
many female students stressed 
that their safety should be 
prioritised. “Imposing curfews 
cannot be a solution,” one 
student said.
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Rail passengers suffer as 
students continue blockade
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Students of Bangladesh 
Agricultural University (BAU) 
blocked the Dhaka-Mymensingh 
rail route for nearly six hours 
yesterday following a dispute with 
the university authorities, causing 
immense suffering to passengers.

The students have been 
demonstrating since Sunday after 
an attack by outsiders left seven of 
them injured.

Although the university ordered 
students to vacate dormitories 
following its indefinite closure on 
Sunday night, most male students 
refused to leave.

On Monday afternoon, the 
protesters blocked the railway 
line on the campus for two hours. 
Yesterday, they resumed the 
blockade around 11:30am, said Md 
Akhtar Hossain, officer-in-charge 
of Government Railway Police 
(GRP) in Mymensingh.

The OC said seven trains, 
including Dhaka-bound Balaka 
Commuter, Jamalpur Commuter 
Train and Teesta Intercity, were 
waiting at Mymensingh Railway 
Station around 5:30pm. Meanwhile, 
Mymensingh-bound Mahua 

Commuter, Aghnibina Express, 
Jamalpur Express and Mohanganj 
Express were stranded at different 
stations in Gafargaon.

Altogether, 24 pairs of trains 
travel this route every day, carrying 
about 30,000 passengers. The 
blockade therefore caused severe 
suffering to rail commuters, the OC 
added.

Ali Hossain, a Dhaka-bound 
passenger on the Balaka Commuter 
from Jaria in Netrakona, said his 
train reached Mymensingh station 

around 1:30pm but had been stuck 
there since.

“While we are already facing 
serious suffering under the 
scorching heat, the blockade has 
added salt to our wounds,” said 
Ahmed Shafiq, a trader from Jaria.

Samia Akter, who was traveling 
to Dhaka on the Balaka Commuter, 
said the heat and the long wait at 
Mymensingh had been extremely 
difficult for her five-year-old child.

Aysha Khatun, a house help, said 
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