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Eastern Bank PLC (EBL) has signed an agreement with 
Sheba.xyz, the country’s largest service marketplace and 
one-stop platform for home services.

M Khorshed Anowar, deputy managing director and 
head of retail and SME banking at Eastern Bank PLC, 
and Adnan Imtiaz Halim, founder and chief executive 
officer of Sheba.xyz, inked the deal at the bank’s head 
office in the capital recently, according to a press 
release.

Under the agreement, Eastern Bank’s women banking 
customers will enjoy discounts on beauty and wellness 
services through the Sheba.xyz online platform.

Among others, Sarmin Atik, head of liability and 
wealth management of the bank; Tanzeri Hoque, head 
of priority and women banking; Farzana Qader, head 
of retail alliance; Ronald Micky Gomes, chief operating 
officer of Sheba.xyz; and Nudrat Nawar Nodee, assistant 
vice-president and head of commercial, were also 
present.

Adnan Imtiaz Halim, founder and chief executive officer of Sheba.xyz, and M Khorshed Anowar, deputy managing 
director and head of retail and SME banking at Eastern Bank PLC, pose for photographs after signing the 
agreement at the bank’s head office in Dhaka recently. PHOTO: EASTERN BANK

EBL women clients to get discounts on beauty, 
wellness services via Sheba
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The 24th Bangladesh edition of 
the “Textile Series of Exhibitions”, 
a major international showcase for 

the textile and garment industry, 
will begin in the capital’s Purbachal 
on September 10.

The four-day event, jointly 
organised by CEMS-Global USA and 

CEMS Bangladesh, will be held at 
the Bangladesh-China Friendship 
Exhibition Centre, according to a 
press release.

Meherun N Islam, president and 
group managing director of CEMS-
Global for the USA and Asia-Pacific, 
announced the event at a press 
conference at Pan Pacific Sonargaon 
Dhaka yesterday.

For over two decades, 
the exhibition has brought 
together global manufacturers, 
professionals and innovators from 
across the textile and apparel 
supply chain. 

By hosting thousands of 
exhibitors, visitors and buyers 
every year, it has helped position 
Bangladesh as a reliable and 
innovative global sourcing hub, 
organisers said.

Meherun N Islam, president and group managing director of CEMS-Global 
for the USA and Asia-Pacific, speaks at a press conference at Pan Pacific 
Sonargaon Dhaka yesterday.  

Textile Series Exhibitions to begin 
in Dhaka on Sept 10
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Raiyan Shahriar Islam, chairman of the board of trustees of The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Foundation 
Bangladesh; Mirza Salman Ispahani, honorary secretary; Talita Choudhury, treasurer, and Naser Ezaz Bijoy, Zakiya 
Shahrood Khan Runa and Rizwan Bin Farouq, members of the board of trustees, pose for photographs at the 
foundation’s annual general meeting 2025 at Standard Chartered Bank’s head office in Dhaka recently. 
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Monzurur Rahman, chairman of Pubali Bank PLC, receives an 
award from JPR Karunaratne, deputy governor of the Central 
Bank of Sri Lanka, at the “3rd ICC Emerging Asia Banking 
Conclave & Awards 2025”at Le Meridien in New Delhi recently. 
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Pubali Bank PLC recently won awards in five 
categories at the “3rd ICC Emerging Asia 
Banking Conclave & Awards 2025”, organised 
by the Indian Chamber of Commerce at Le 
Meridien in New Delhi.

The categories were Best Bank, Asset Quality, 
Growth, MSME Acceleration and AI/ML 
Implementation.

JPR Karunaratne, deputy governor of the 
Central Bank of Sri Lanka, presented an award 
to Monzurur Rahman, chairman of Pubali Bank 
PLC, at the ceremony held in the Indian capital, 
according to a press release.

Mohammad Ali, managing director and CEO 
of Pubali Bank, was also present.

Partha Ray, director of the National Institute 
of Bank Management; Joydeep K Roy, president 
and CEO of QUIET Inc and former partner at 
PwC; and Atanu Sen, former chairman of NPS 
Trust-PFRDA, former managing director and 
CEO of SBI Life Insurance Co Ltd, and chairman 
of ICC’s National Expert Committee on BFSI, 
attended the event.

 PHOTO: PUBALI BANK

Pubali Bank wins awards at ICC 
Emerging Asia Banking Conclave

BRAC Bank 
appoints Tareq 
Refat Ullah 
Khan as MD
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BRAC Bank PLC has 
appointed Tareq Refat 
Ullah Khan as managing 
director (MD) and chief 
executive officer (CEO) of 
the bank, effective from 
September 2, 2025.

Prior to this 
appointment, Khan had 
been serving as MD and 
CEO (current charge) since May 27 this year, 
according to a press release.

He began his career with IFIC Bank and 
subsequently held various roles at Eastern Bank 
and AB Bank.

Khan joined BRAC Bank in 2017 as head of 
credit risk management, bringing nearly three 
decades of experience at leading financial 
institutions.

His career has been marked by innovation 
and excellence, particularly in corporate and 
institutional banking, transaction banking, and 
risk management. 

In April 2025, he was promoted to additional 
managing director and head of corporate and 
institutional banking in recognition of his 
leadership in driving innovation, business growth, 
and organisational transformation.

Commenting on Khan’s appointment, Meheriar 
M Hasan, chairperson of BRAC Bank, said: “Tareq 
is the right leader to take BRAC Bank into its 
next phase. His vision, integrity and leadership 
will make the bank more trusted, innovative and 
inclusive, positively impacting customers, the 
banking industry, society and the state.”

Khan holds a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Chittagong and a master’s degree in 
marketing from the University of Dhaka. He later 
completed an MBA.

Tareq Refat  
Ullah Khan

Direct tax expansion, compliance to 
help boost FDI: business leaders
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Expanding the direct tax base, boosting 
domestic consumption and ensuring 
tax compliance in a professional manner 
are crucial to attracting foreign direct 
investment (FDI) and strengthening 
revenue collection, business leaders said.

They spoke at a seminar on the 
macroeconomic outlook and the impact 
of the Finance Ordinance 2025, organised 
by MABS & J Partners at a hotel in Dhaka 

on Monday, according to a press release.
Speakers stressed greater transparency 

in revenue collection and rationalising 
tax exemptions. 

They welcomed steps such as the 
contractionary monetary policy to tame 
inflation, new rules on non-performing 
loans, moves to align with international 
standards and the formation of a task 
force for banking sector reforms.

The event brought together economists, 
business leaders, professionals and 

policymakers to share views on fiscal 
policy and its impact on the economy.

Kamran T Rahman, president of the 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (MCCI), termed the Finance 
Ordinance 2025 an integral part of the 
national budget, saying it comes at a critical 
juncture for Bangladesh’s economy.

“We are facing persistent inflationary 
pressure, sluggish private investment 
and the challenge of LDC graduation. In 
this context, the government has tried to 

strike a balance between fiscal prudence 
and economic growth,” he said.

Md Shahadat Hossain, senior partner 
at MABS & J Partners, an affiliated CA 
firm of Nexia in Bangladesh, presented 
the keynote paper.

He noted that foreign exchange 
reserves stood at $25.9 billion, with 
gross reserves projected to exceed $30 
billion by mid-2025, supported by strong 
remittance inflows and slower import 
growth.


