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Army chief assures govt 
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streamline this role, 
including a clearly defined 
command structure and 
close coordination between 
all forces in the months 
leading up to the elections.

“I have made a solemn 
commitment to the nation 
to deliver an election that 
would stand out in terms 
of turnout, participation 
of new and women voters, 
global confidence in 
safety and security, and its 
atmosphere as a celebration 
of democracy and rule of 
law,” said the chief adviser.

General Waker, in 
response, urged the 
chief adviser not to pay 
attention to rumours. 
“The entire army is 
committed to making the 
government successful 
in all its initiatives and 
programmes,” he added.

In a separate statement, 
the Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) yesterday 
said there was an extensive 

exchange of views on 
overall law and order and 
the role of the army in its 
improvement.

According to the release, 
Gen Waker assured the 
chief adviser that the army 
would continue to provide 
full support to improve 
law and order and ensure 
public safety.

He also shared his 
experience and the key 
outcomes of various 
discussions held during his 
official visit to China, the 
ISPR said.

The army chief also paid 
a courtesy call on President 
Mohammed Shahabuddin 
at the Bangabhaban and 
discussed his recent visit 
to China as well as law and 
order.

According to ISPR, 
General Waker also briefed 
the president and the chief 
adviser about ongoing 
development activities 
within the army and its 
plans.

Trump troop 
deployments 
to US cities an 
‘invasion’
Says Illinois 
governor

AFP, Chicago

US President Donald 
Trump’s ultimate aim 
in sending troops to 
American cities is to 
seize control of elections 
in 2026, Illinois 
Governor JB Pritzker 
said Sunday, calling 
such deployments “an 
invasion.”

Trump -- who 
has unleashed 
unprecedented military 
patrols in Los Angeles to 
curb protests against his 
immigrant deportation 
drive and to Washington 
to combat what he 
deems out-of-control 
crime -- has said he’s also 
considering sending 
troops to Baltimore, 
Chicago and other cities.

Democrat Pritzker 
said there had been 
no effort by Trump 
administration to 
coordinate such plans 
with officials in Illinois, a 
Democratic stronghold. 
The other cities Trump 
has threatened to 
send troops to are 
also controlled by his 
political rivals.

“He’d like to stop the 
elections in 2026 or, 
frankly, take control of 
those elections,” Pritzker 
told CBS Sunday show 
“Face the Nation.”

Displaced Palestinian children make their way through Gaza City as they flee amid an Israeli military operation 
yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

NORTH KOREA BORDER

S Korea halts 
propaganda 

radio broadcasts
AFP, Seoul

South Korea has stopped broadcasting propaganda 
radio programming into the North, the defence 
ministry said yesterday, the latest move by Seoul’s 
new administration to ease tensions with its nuclear-
armed neighbour.

The psychological warfare radio -- the Voice of 
Freedom -- was first aired in 1962 and had been on 
and off the airwaves through the ups and downs of 
inter-Korean relations over more than half a century.

“The defence ministry suspended the Voice of 
Freedom broadcast as part of measures to ease 
military tensions with the North,” ministry spokesman 
Lee Kyung-ho told reporters yesterday.

It is the latest in a series of moves by the new Lee 
Jae Myung administration, which has vowed to seek 
dialogue with Pyongyang.

South Korea has also stopped broadcasting 
propaganda from loudspeakers along the heavily-
armed border and has even taken down some of the 
physical loudspeakers.

Voice of Freedom was said to broadcast outside 
information and K-pop music into the nuclear armed 
North, which tightly controls the access its civilians 
have to external content.

EU chief’s 
plane hit by 
GPS jamming 
in Bulgaria
Authorities blame 
Russia

AFP, Brussels

A plane carrying EU chief 
Ursula von der Leyen was 
hit by GPS jamming as it 
readied to land in Bulgaria 
on Sunday, Brussels said 
yesterday, alleging Russia 
was thought to be behind 
the incident.

The European 
Commission said Bulgarian 
authorities suspected the 
disruption “was due to 
blatant interference” from 

Moscow but it was not clear 
if the chartered flight was 
deliberately targeted.

“We can indeed confirm 
that there was GPS 
jamming,” Commission 
spokeswoman Arianna 
Podesta told a press 
conference in Brussels.

The aircraft landed safely 
at Plovdiv International 
Airport, in the south of the 
country, without having to 
change route.

Commission president 
Von der Leyen, 66, was in 
Bulgaria as part of a seven-
country tour of “frontline” 
European Union states 
which, sitting on the 
27-nation bloc’s eastern 
flank, are more exposed to 
Russian hybrid threats.

The region has 
experienced “a lot of such 
jamming and spoofing 
activities”, the commission 
said.

KSA PORT CITY OF YANBU

Houthis target 
Israeli-linked 
ship with missile
REUTERS, London

Yemen’s Houthis said yesterday they launched a 
missile towards the Israeli-owned tanker Scarlet 
Ray near Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea port city of Yanbu 
in a rare attack off the Saudi coast.

The Liberia-flagged vessel’s Singapore-based 
manager, Eastern Pacific Shipping, owned by 
Israeli magnate Idan Ofer, said the chemical 
tanker was undamaged and under the command 
of its captain. “We are aware of security reports 
alleging that our managed vessel Scarlet Ray was 
the target of a suspected Houthi attack,” Eastern 
Pacific said in a statement yesterday, adding that 
all crew members were safe and accounted for.

Britain’s maritime agency UKMTO said on 
Sunday it had received a report of an incident 
from a captain who witnessed “a splash in close 
proximity to their vessel from an unknown 
projectile and heard a loud bang” 40 nautical 
miles southwest of Yanbu.

UKMTO did not identify the party responsible, 
but said authorities were investigating. The 
Houthis have launched multiple attacks on vessels 
in the Red Sea since 2023 that they deem to be 
linked with Israel in what they say is solidarity with 
Palestinians in the war in Gaza. 

Israel sends tanks 
deeper into Gaza City

More families flee; airstrikes kill 19, including women 
and children

REUTERS, Cairo

Israel pushed tanks deeper into 
Gaza City and detonated explosives-
laden vehicles in one suburb as 
airstrikes killed at least 19 people 
yesterday, Palestinian officials and 
witnesses said.

The reports came as the 
president of the world’s leading 
genocide scholars’ association said 
it had passed a resolution saying 
the legal criteria have been met to 
establish that Israel is committing 
genocide in Gaza.

There was no immediate 
response from Israel on the 
accounts of the Gaza City offensive 
or on the statement from the 
International Association of 
Genocide Scholars. Israel has in the 
past denied that its actions in Gaza 

amount to genocide.
Israel is pushing ahead with a 

plan to take full control of the whole 
Gaza Strip, starting with Gaza City, 
with the goal of destroying Hamas 
and rescuing the remaining 48 

hostages after nearly two years of 
offensive. 

Residents said Israeli forces sent 
old armoured vehicles into the 
eastern parts of the overcrowded 
Sheikh Radwan neighbourhood, 
then blew them up remotely, 
destroying several houses and 
forcing more families to flee.

In leaflets dropped over Gaza 
City, Israel’s military told residents 
to head south immediately, saying 
the army intended to expand its 
offensive westward.

The Gaza health ministry said 
at least 98 Palestinians were killed 
by Israeli fire across the enclave 
in the past 24 hours. It added that 
nine more people, including three 
children, have died of malnutrition 
and starvation over the past day.
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