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‘Reforms not
going beyond
report writing’

Members of reform panels
voice frustrations at Citizens’
Platform event

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Chiefs and members of several reform commissions
yesterday expressed [rustration over the lack of visible
progress, more than a year after the interim government
took office, saying their roles have been mostly limited to
submitting proposals, with little sign of implementation.

Besides, they observed, women’s perspectives are being
sidelined in the reform process.

The remarks came during a dialogue organised by the
“Citizens’ Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh”, where a new
initiative titled “Bangladesh Reform Watch” was launched.

Although 11 commissions were set up in two phases --
six in the first and five in the second -- to drive reforms
across sectors, the speakers said, outcomes so far remain
negligible.

Prof Tofail Ahmed, chairman of the Local Government

No visible reforms in police, court, other
state institutions

Women'’s affairs reform commission
neglected

Fre(%uent policy shifts in education
sector confusing students

Volume of reforms undermines
seriousness and focus

Reform Commission, said, “What was in place earlier is
still there. Local government, media, health, and women’s
commissions are in the weakest state. Those who worked
hard in the hope of reforms are now disheartened because
nothing has moved beyond report writing.”

He added that the interim government still has an
opportunity to restructure local government, particularly

SEE PAGE 2 COL1

Russian President Vladimir Putin, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping engage in a
conversation ahead of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SC0) Summit 2025 at the Meijiang Convention and Exhibition

Centre in China’s Tianjin yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Xi rejects hegemonism

Pushes a new global order flanked by Putin, Modi at SCO summit

AGENCIES

Chinese President Xi Jinping yesterday
pressed his vision for a new global
security and economic order that
prioritises the “Global South”, in a direct
challenge to the United States, during
a summit that included the leaders of
Russia and India.

Xi told the SCO leaders that the global
international situation was becoming
more “chaotic and intertwined”.

“We must continue (o take a
clear stand against hegemonism
and power politics, and practise true

multilateralism,” Xi said, in a thinly
veiled swipe at the United States and
President Donald Trump’s tariff policies.

“Global governance has reached a new
crossroads,” he added.

The Chinese leader also slammed
“bullying behaviour” from certain
countries — a veiled reference to the
United States.

Xi was hosting more than 20
leaders of non-Western countries at
a summit in the Chinese port city of
Tianjin for the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation, a China-backed initiative
given renewed impetus by the presence

Afghan men search through the rubble of a collapsed house for their belongings after a deadly magnitude-6

earthquake struck Dara Mazar in Kunar province, Afghanistan, around midnight yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Alghan quake Kkills over 800

2,800 injured; impassable roads, rough terrain hinder rescue ops

AGENCIES
One of Afghanistan’s  worst
earthquakes Kkilled more than

800 people and injured at least
2,800, authorities said yesterday, as
rescuers struggled to reach remote
areas due to rough mountainous
terrain and inclement weather.

The 6.0-magnitude earthquake
struck  just  before midnight,
collapsing homes onto sleeping
families in a remote, mountainous
region. The shallow  tremor
rattled buildings from Kabul to

neighbouring Pakistan’s capital,
Islamabad.
Casualties and destruction

swept across at least five provinces,
and rescuers were still pulling
people from destroyed homes and
evacuating the injured by helicopter
as evening approached.

“The search operation is still
going on. Many people are stuck
under the rubble of their roofs,”
the disaster management head in
eastern Kunar province, Ehsanullah
Ehsan, told AFP, warning the death
toll could rise.

Around 800 people were
killed and 2,500 injured in Kunar
alone, near the epicentre, Taliban
government spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid said. Another 12 people

were killed and 255 injured in
neighbouring Nangarhar province,
while 58 people were injured in
Laghman province.

The earthquake epicentre was
about 27 kilometres from Jalalabad,
according to the USGS, which said it
struck about eight kilometres below
the Farth’s surface.

Death toll expected to
» rise

Shallow, midnight tremor
traps sleeping people
under their own roofs

» Taliban health ministry
calls for int’l aid

Relatively shallow quakes can
cause more damage, especially since
the majority of Afghans live in low-
rise, mud-brick homes vulnerable to
collapse.

Some of the most severely
impacted villages in Kunar “remain
inaccessible due to road blockages”,
the UN migration agency warned in
a statement to AFP.

Officials said that many living in
quake-hit villages were among the
more than four million Afghans who

have returned to the country from
Iran and Pakistan in recent years.

“They wanted to build their
homes here.”

Nangarhar and Kunar provinces
border Pakistan, with the Torkham
crossing the site of many waves
of Afghan returnees deported or
forced to leave, often with no work
and nowhere to go.

UN chief Antonio Guterres added
his condolences to those shared by
the Taliban government and several
nations.

In a post shared by the Vatican,
Pope Leo XIV said he was “deeply
saddened by the significant loss of
life caused by the earthquake in the
area of eastern Afghanistan”.

Despite the show of support, no
foreign governments have reached
out to provide support for rescue or
relief work, said a spokesperson of
Afghanistan’s foreign office.

Afghanistan is frequently hit
by earthquakes, especially in the
Hindu Kush mountain range, near
the junction of the Eurasia and India
tectonic plates.

Since the return of the Taliban
in 2021, foreign aid to Afghanistan
has been slashed, undermining
the impoverished nation’s already
hamstrung ability to respond to
disasters.

of Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Presidents of Iran and Turkey are also
attending the summit.

At the summit, Xi and Russian
President Vladimir Putin took turns to
take swipes at the West.

In an image designed to convey a
mood of solidarity, Putin and Modi were
shown holding hands as they walked
jovially towards Xi before the summit
opened. The three men stood shoulder-
to-shoulder, laughing and surrounded
by interpreters.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

Army chief
assures govt
of Tull support

Meets chief adviser

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief of Army Staff
General ~ Waker-Uz-
Zaman yesterday
assured Chief Adviser
Prof Muhammad
Yunus of full
cooperation with the
interim government.

He made the
pledge during a meeting with the chief
adviser at the Jamuna.

At the meeting, Yunus discussed
the army’s role in assisting the civil
administration and thanked the military
for its continued contribution to
maintaining law and order, according to
a statement from the Chief Adviser’s Press
Wing.

He also emphasised the need to

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

Ducsu polls stay
on schedule

Chamber judge reinstates
election on Sept 9 after
HC postponed it

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Students from different dormitories
took out processions after the High
Court postponed the elections to Dhaka
University Central Students’ Union
(Ducsu) yesterday and returned to their
halls within an hour and a half after the
chamber judge stayed the order.
Candidates of different panels also
protested the HC ruling and demanded
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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“If reforms are “The people whose “We have held press “We must now “Although there were “I don’t think we “Discussions
not completed, sacrifices in the conferences and even focus on making many disagreements have heard the word were mostly with
the election may uprising made given alternative this election within the National ‘reform’ so many times political figures,
be in danger, and changes possible proposals. But is free, fair, and Consensus in the last 54 years. leaving out
some people may are excluded today. anyone listening to us? acceptable. Commission, there But what has been ordinary citizens.
not participate That is simply Clearly not. Whenever Election reforms was complete the result? Inequality As a resulg, reform
in it. But what is unacceptable.” the chief adviser sits must be a priority.” consensus on one has increased, proposals could
not clear is which HOSSAIN ZILLUR RAKIMA with political parties, BADIUL ALAM MAJUMDER point - that women . unemployment has not move forward.”
reforms must be fosSAlN ZILLUR RATIMAN, not a single woman is D A LAM MAUMDER, shouldn’t receive increased, poverty has
carried out.” government present. So, should we Commission more than five increased, and violence DEBAPRIYA
..o has increased. The BHATTACHARYA, noted
PROF REHMAN SOBHA only depend on so- percent additional sed. The acHARYA
* REHMAN SOBHAN, called women-friendly nominations. This is government’s position
men?” very disappointing.” is one of strange
indiflerence.”
RASHEDA K CHOWDHURY, SHAHEEN ANAM, executive
educationist and a former adviser director, Manusher Jonno PROF ANUMUHAMMAD, noted
(o a caretaker government Foundation economist
‘Ret tgoing b d t writing’
FROM PAGE 1 ) o while the government had referred to  district -- I'm not really sure that we’ll Zillur criticised the tendency to but without citizens’ demand women’s direct participation in
through  the Cgbmgt DWISIOD S dozens of reforms -- later narrowed to  have delivered what we set out to do.”  dismiss ordinary citizens in reform for accountability, they cannot politics. “Half of this country’s
Reform and COOfdlnaUOH erlg; ) 84 — the public has little knowledge Drawing on his pre-independence debates, saying the process has be implemented. That demand population is women. No party can
L?bOUT Reform COmmISSIOH about their content or priority. experience, he reminded participants become confined within the “walls of must unite the voices of citizens, win elections without their votes,
Chairman Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmed “The fact that you [the that civil society once played a Jamuna.” politicians, and social movements.”  yet when we demand 100 directly
stressed that essential reforms, such  government] want to implement 84 transformative role in shaping the Noted economist Prof Anu Rasheda K Chowdhury, elected seats for women, leaders

as ensuring minimum wage and
workers’ rights, should already have
been implemented. “We didn’t expect
reforms overnight, but at least some
activities should have begun. That
hasn’t happened, which is deeply
frustrating.”

Election Reform Commission chief
Badiul Alam Majumdar said attention
must now shift to the upcoming
polls. “Political parties must reach a
consensus within two weeks. There
can be no further extension for the
National Consensus Commission.
Either reforms happen within this
period or not at all. The government’s
top priority now should be the
election.”

Members of the Women’s Affairs
Reform Commission also voiced
dissatisfaction. Nirupa Dewan said,
“Among all the commissions, the
Women’s Affairs Reform Commission
is in the weakest state. Over the past
year, women’s rights have not been
established, nor has violence against
women declined. In some areas,
particularly the Chittagong Hill
Tracts, the situation has worsened.”

Chairing the event, Rehman
Sobhan, chairman of the Centre
for Policy Dialogue, questioned the
current reform discourse, noting that

reforms means that no one is going
to take you very seriously,” he said,
stressing that real reform requires
prioritisation, legislation, and
effective implementation.

With polls scheduled for February,
Rehman expressed doubt about the
possibility of substantive reform. “If
you had any reforms that you wish to
implement, presumably this should
have been articulated six months
ago.”

Recalling CPD’s past involvement
in reform monitoring, he said that
earlier agendas, including those set
under caretaker governments before
the 2001 and 2006 elections, largely
failed to produce outcomes.

He added that the absence of a
credible reform process results from
parliament’s inability to debate,
legislate, and monitor reforms. This
gap, he said, has forced civil society
to assume a role it has never played
before.

Rehman urged NGOs and CSOs
to break out of silos and mobilise
citizens at the grassroots. “Until
we demonstrate this capacity for
collective action and to mobilise
people -- not just to come and
participate occasionally in seminars
and dialogues but actually in each

Six-Point Movement.

He called on Bangladesh Reform
Watch and civil society to take on
this responsibility. “It isn’t just about
documenting which reforms should
be implemented but also about
tracking how they are progressing
and mobilising citizens to demand
accountability.”

Former caretaker government
adviser Hossain Zillur Rahman
mentioned the aspirations behind
reform demands: dismantling
authoritarian structures; restoring
representative  politics  through
free and fair elections; ensuring
welfare in education, health, and law
enforcement; creating a fear-free,
inclusive society; and moving away
from an oligarch-driven economy.

Hesaid the number of commissions
was not the real measure of progress,
as some were poorly conceived while
key public concerns were ignored. He
also identified two major obstacles:
weak assertion of governance and
personal biases of reform actors.
“Power is not just a legal mandate;
i's about asserting authority in
society,” he said, citing how a
police commissioner could block
a major road for an hour without
consequence.

Muhammad said no meaningful
change has come despite repeated
talks of reform. While the state
exercises extensive surveillance over
citizens, people must also create
mechanisms of counter-surveillance
and accountability. “Without such
pressure, no meaningful change will
be possible.”

He added that there have been no
signs of reform in the police, courts,
or other state institutions.

CPD Distinguished Fellow
Debapriya Bhattacharya questioned
why the government’s initiatives
had stalled, saying committees
lacked representation from
marginalised groups, minorities,
and disadvantaged people. He added
that the interim government appears
to have “lost its path” amid political
events and election preparations.

Describing the situation as a
“storm sweeping across Bangladesh
— touching the economy, politics,
culture, and social life”, he said the
country’s greatest asset is the anti-
discrimination spirit born from the
July uprising. “The challenge now
is to embed that spirit in the state,
society, and politics.”

He emphasised citizens’ role,
saying, “Technical solutions exist,

educationist and former caretaker
government adviser, said women’s
voices are being ignored. On
education, she said children are being
treated like guinea pigs. “Frequent
policy changes are confusing
students, while coaching centres
and guidebooks are replacing ethics,
values, and creative thinking.”

She also pointed to the struggles of
domestic workers, saying many face
eviction and insecurity as political
groups fight over control of slums.

Shaheen Anam, executive director
of Manusher Jonno Foundation,
asked why children particularly
street children and child labourers
- remain absent from the reform
agenda. She added that Bangladesh
is unlikely to meet the SDGs, as
inequality, poverty, child abuse,
violence, and attacks on minorities
are on the rise.

She urged Reform Watch and
civic groups to embed marginalised
voices in the process, saying climate-
induced migration is increasing the
number of disadvantaged people
with no roadmap to address their
needs.

Farah Kabir, country director
of ActionAid Bangladesh, urged
stronger measures to  ensure

say it isn’t possible... Women at the
grassroots want to make decisions
and participate at every level, but
corruption, money, and muscle
power block their path.”

She added that the election must
be about taking Bangladesh forward,
not about seat-grabbing. She also
called for the inclusion of women
from all backgrounds, including
those with special needs.

Political scientist Prof Rounaq
Jahan said civil society should
prioritise a few key reforms, track
them closely, and form alliances with
reform-minded actors inside politics,
business, and bureaucracy. “Our
reports shouldn’t remain on paper.
Without  continuous, collective
movements, reforms cannot be
realised.”

At the event, CPD Research
Fellow Taufiqul Islam Khan gave
a PowerPoint presentation on the
newly launched Bangladesh Reform
Watch.

Academicians, including CPD
Distinguished Fellow Prof Mustafizur
Rahman, Dhaka University Prof
Selim Raihan, leaders of political
parties, businesses and marginalised
communities, along with tech
entrepreneurs, also spoke.

Acting director
of hospital sued
over rape of
employee

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kishoreganj
The acting director of Shaheed Syed
Nazrul Islam Medical College Hospital
in Kishoreganj was sued yesterday
over the rape of an employee.

The victim, who has been working
at the hospital temporarily, filed a
complaint with Kishoreganj Women
and Children Repression Prevention
Tribunal-1.

The tribunal directed the officer-
in-charge of Kishoreganj Sadar
Model Police Station to register the
complaint as a first information
report and take legal action
accordingly, Public Prosecutor of the
tribunal Md Jalaluddin confirmed.

On August 26, the accused
attempted to rape her
again at his oflice room

in the hospital.

According to the FIR, the accused
Helish Ranjan Sarker, 50, had been
stalking the victim. On August 21,
he called her to his house saying
he needed to discuss something
important with her.

Once she went there, her raped
her and threatened to kill her if she
disclosed the incident to anyone.

On August 26, the accused
attempted to rape her again at his
office room in the hospital. But his
attempt was foiled when some of
the hospital’s staffers rushed there
hearing the victim’s screams, said the
case statement.

Contacted, Helish denied the
allegation and said he is a victim of
conspiracy.

Kishoreganj Sadar Model Police
Station OC Abdullah Al Mamun
said he would act as per the court’s
directive.

Xi rejects hegemonism

FROM PAGE 1

Putin used his speech to defend
Russia’s Ukraine offensive, blaming
the West for triggering the three-and-
a-half year conflict that has killed tens
of thousands and devastated much of
eastern Ukraine.

“This crisis wasn’t triggered by
Russia’s attack on Ukraine, but was a
result of a coup in Ukraine, which was
supported and provoked by the West,”
Putin said.

“The second reason for the crisis is
the West’s constant attempts to drag
Ukraine into Nato.”

After the summit, Modi shared a
ride with Putin in the Russian leader’s
armoured Aurus limousine en route
to their bilateral meeting.

“Conversations with him are always
insightful,” Modi wrote on X. At the
bilateral meeting, Putin addressed
Modi in Russian as “Dear Mr Prime
Minister, dear friend.”

In opening comments before their
meeting, Modi praised the “special
and privileged strategic partnership”
with Moscow.

“India and Russia have stood
shoulder to shoulder, even in the
toughest situations,” he said.

China and India are the biggest
buyers of crude oil from Russia, the
world’s  second largest exporter.
Trump has imposed additional tariffs
on India over the purchases, but not
on China.

Little known outside the region,
the Beijing-headquartered SCO was
formed more than two decades ago
as a regional security bloc. China,
Russia, and four Central Asian states
are founding members. Later, it was
expanded to 10 members. India joined
in 2017.

The 10 members are China, India,
Russia, Pakistan, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan
and Belarus. It also included two
observer countries -- Afghanistan and
Mongolia -- and 14 dialogue partners,
including  Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Bahrain, Egypt, Cambodia, Qatar,
Kuwait, the Maldives, Myanmar,
Nepal, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Turkey,

and Sri Lanka.

Despite expectations, Xi yesterday
did not set out any concrete measures
in what he «called his “Global
Governance Initiative”, the latest
in a series of policy frameworks
from Beijing geared to promoting
China’s leadership and challenging
the US-dominated international
organisations that took shape after
World War Two.

Earlier, Xi also pushed for what he
described as more inclusive economic
globalisation amid the upheaval
caused by Trump’s tarifl policies,
touting the SCO’s “mega-scale
market” and economic opportunity.

wasn’t

triggered by G G

Russia’s attack on
UKraine, but was
aresult of a coup
in Ukraine, which
was supported and
provoked by the
West.”

PUTIN

“This crisis

Putin, whose country has forged
even closer economic and security ties
with China amid the fallout from the
Ukraine war, said the SCO had revived
“genuine  multilateralism”,  with
national currencies increasingly used
in mutual settlements.

“This, in turn, lays the political and
socio-economic groundwork for the
formation of a new system of stability
and security in Eurasia,” Putin said.

He added, “This security system,
unlike Euro-centric and Euro-Atlantic
models, would genuinely consider the
interests of a broad range of countries,
be truly balanced, and would not allow
one country Lo ensure its own security
at the expense of others.”

The member states signed a
declaration yesterday, agreeing (o

strengthen cooperation in sectors
such as security and economy, China’s
Xinhua news agency said.

They also said they oppose trade
measures that violate WTO rules
and principles. The countries are
concerned about measures that
disrupt the stability of global supply
chain, and call for “dialogue and
cooperation among all parties,” the
statement said.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi also said that the SCO has agreed
to establish a development bank to
cater to the development needs of its
members. IT would be a major step
towards the bloc’s long-held aspiration
of developing an alternative payment
system that circumvents the US dollar
and the power of US sanctions.

China will also build an artificial
intelligence cooperation centre for
SCO nations, which are also invited to
participate in China’s lunar research
station.

Xi held a flurry of back-to-back
bilateral meetings with leaders,
including Modi, who is on his first visit
to China since 2018.

Modi told Xi that India was
committed to taking “forward our ties
on the basis of mutual trust, dignity
and sensitivity”.

In turn, Xi said that their countries
are development partners, not rivals,
and discussed ways to improve trade.

The world’s two most populous
nations are intense rivals. A thaw began
last October, when Modi met Xi for
the first time in five years at a summit
in Russia. Their rapprochement
deepened as US President Donald
Trump pressured both Asian economic
giants with trade tariffs.

Separately, Xi will preside over a
massive military parade on Wednesday
in Beijing, where he is expected to
be joined by Putin and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un.

That parade — to celebrate the 80th
anniversary of Japan’s surrender in
World War Two -- will feature China’s
latest military technology in a show
of force that analysts say will aim to
intimidate and deter potential rivals.

Ducsu polls stay on schedule

FROM PAGE 1
that the polls be held on September 9
as scheduled.

Around 3:50pm, the HC bench of
Justice Md Habibul Gani and Justice
Sk Tahsin Alj, after a primary hearing
of a writ petition, stayed the Ducsu
election process and final voter list until
October 30.

Thecourtdirected thewrit petitioner,
BM Fahmida Alam, Liberation War
and democratic movements affairs
secretary candidate from the left
alliance “Aparajeyo 71, Odommyo 24”
panel, to file a complaint with the DU’s
election tribunal regarding the political
background of SM Farhad along with all
relevant documents within 15 days.

In the petition, Fahmida alleged that
Farhad was involved in the now banned
Chhatra League and appealed to stay
his candidature.

The HC alsoissued arule questioning
the legality of allowing Farhad, general
secretary candidate from the Islami
Chhatra Shibir-backed panel, to contest
the Ducsu polls.

It ordered the DU’s election tribunal
to dispose of the complaint and submit
a report before the court by October 21.

Lawyer Jyotirmoy Barua argued for
the petitioner while lawyer Mohammad
Shishir Manir, assisted by Saddam
Hossein, appeared for the DU during
yesterday’s hearing.

After the HC passed the order,
Shishir Manir moved an appeal before
the chamber judge of the Appellate
Division.

Following the appeal, Justice Farah
Mahbub stayed the HC order around
4:30pm. The chamber judge also asked
the DU authorities to file a regular
petition with this court against the HC
order.

The judge said the stay order on the
HC directive would continue till filing
of the petition by DU authorities. With
the SC chamber judge’s ruling, there is
no legal barrier to holding the Ducsu
elections on September 9, said DU’s
lawyer.

Shibir-backed panel “Oikkoboddho
Shikkharti Jote”, after learning about
the HC order postponing the polls,
said the elections should be held on the
announced date.

Later, they took out processions

protesting against the HC decision.

By that time, students from different
halls brought out processions and
started gathering in front of the VC
residence. They were chanting slogans
like “Ducsu Amar Odhikar, Rukhe
Dewar Shaddhyo Kar”, “High Court
na Ducsu, Ducsu, Ducsu”, and “Guest
Room na Ducsu, Ducsu, Ducsu”.

VP candidate from Boishommo
Birodhi Shikkharthi Sangsad panel
Abdul  Qader, general secretary
candidate Abu Baker Mojumder, VP
candidate from Chhatra Odhikar
Parishad-backed “Ducsu for Change”
panel Md Bin Yamin Mollah and
independent VP candidate Shameem
Hossen were seen there, among others.

Abdul Qader at a briefing said they
had fears over the elections over the last
couple of days.

“Those fears have materialised
today... But the students have shown
a red card to the conspirators,” he
said, adding if the students’ rights are
violated, the students will resist.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal leaders
and activists also took out a procession
at that time from the Hakim Chattar
area. The procession ended in front of
Aparajeyo Bangla after marching in
front of several dorms.

“We want to make it clear that Ducsu
elections will be held on September 9,”
saidits VP candidate Abidul Islam Khan.
He urged the DU administration and
election commission to act neutrally. He
said the DU administration appointed
Shishir Manir as its lawyer, who is a
former Shibir leader.

“Swatantra Shikkharthi Oikya” panel
was supposed to reveal its manifesto
around 4:30pm, which was postponed
after hearing the HC stay order.

Its VP candidate Umama Fatema said
campuses have become unstable over
the past few days. “After incidents at
Chittagong University and Bangladesh
Agricultural University, we saw an
announcement to postpone the Ducsu
clections. We believe this is part of

conspiracies.”
“I’'s an attempt to make the DU
campus unstable. From this, we

understand that a certain force is
trying in various ways to destabilise
campuses,” she told a press conference
at Madhur Canteen.
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ATTACK ON NUR
Launch
judicial probe
within 48hrs

22 parties, including
BNP, tell govt
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of 22 political
parties, including BNP,
yesterday demanded that
the government form a
judicial inquiry committee
within 48 hours to
investigate the recent attack
on Gono Odhikar Parishad
President Nurul Haque Nur
and his party activists.

In a joint statement,
the parties called for unity
among anti-fascist forces
and demanded the trial of
the “fascist” Awami League,
Jatiya Party, and their
14-party alliance. They also
announced an “anti-fascist
solidarity rally” at the
Central Shaheed Minar to
protest the attack on Nur
and his colleagues.

The date of the rally will
be announced soon.

While unveiling the

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

JULY UPRISING

Police open fired on
journos in Sylhet,
killing Abu Torab

His peer tells ICT-1

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Sylhet-based photojournalist yesterday
told the International Crimes Tribunal-1
that police opened fire on journalists
during the July uprising, despite his
pleas not to shoot, leaving Abu Torab
wounded.

Torab later died from his injuries.

Md Mohid Hossain said the incident
took place on July 19, 2024, when
journalists were covering a procession
in Sylhet. The procession was part of a
BNP nationwide programme protesting
the Killing of students and people at
Madhuban Point.

Both he and Torab, who was Sylhet
correspondent of the Daily Naya Diganta,
were present there.

“Without any provocation, police
opened fire from behind the procession.
They also began firing at us,” said Mohid,
who works for a local daily.

He was testifying as a prosecution
witness in a crimes against humanity
case against ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina and two of her top aides,

“I raised my hands and shouted at
ADC Dastogir, saying, ‘Brother, we are
journalists, please do not fire at us.” But
police continued firing. Suddenly, Abu

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Physiotherapy

overlooked in

health system

Speakers tell discussion
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FUMNT DELE DI9Cus

Speakers at a roundtable, titled “Advancing Gender-Responsive Climate Action: Road to COP30”, jointly organised by UN Women and The
Daily Star at the capital’s The Daily Star Centre yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR

Women’s voices must
shape COP30 policies

Speakers tell UN Women, Star discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday urged
the government to prioritise women’s full
participation in climate decision-making
and address gaps in climate finance.

They also emphasised the importance
of intersectionality, ensuring that
policies consider the diverse experiences
of women, including those from
indigenous communities and women
with disabilities.

The event, titled “Advancing Gender-
Responsive Climate Action: Road to
COP30”, was jointly organised by UN
Women and The Daily Star at the capital’s
The Daily Star Centre.

UN Women Deputy Representative
Navanita Sinha, in her welcome speech,
said this is a significant year for gender
equality and women’s rights.

“We are marking the 30th anniversary
of the Beijing Platform for Action, the
most comprehensive framework for
advancing women’s rights. Over these
three decades, there have been important
gains in some areas, but overall progress
has not been as fast or comprehensive as
we had hoped,” she said.

Sinha said the current year is also
pivotal for climate action, as preparations

worldwide, it has not been given due importance in
Bangladesh’s health system, depriving many patients,

said experts and professionals yesterday.

Speakers said the number of physiotherapists is very
low compared to the country’s population and urged
the government to take steps to produce an adequate

number of such professionals.

They made the remarks at a discussion titled “Why
Incorporating Physiotherapists is Important for the
Development of Health Services”, organised by the
Alliance for Health Reform Bangladesh at Bishwo

Shahitto Kendro in the capital.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Ensure women's participation in
climate decisions

(lose gaps in climate finance
for women

Apply intersectionality in policies

Strengthen Gender Action Plan
implementation

(o, -
Promote cross-sector collaboration
on gender, climate

for COP30 advance. COP29 delivered
several milestones, including the

endorsement of the enhanced Lima
Work Programme on Gender and the
extension of its ten-year commitment to

Ahamadullah Hil Galeb, a clinical physiotherapist at - —

BRB Hospital, said physiotherapists play an important

role in comprehensive health services.

However, in Bangladesh, physiotherapy is often
provided by medical technologists with only a diploma
in this sector, depriving patients of proper care, he said. | - — =

There are only about 6,000 physiotherapists with a
five-year university-approved degree, with around 780
graduates entering the field each year, he also said, —

a Gender Action Plan.

However, significant gaps remain,
particularly in climate finance, access
to technology, and gender-responsive
adaptation and mitigation strategies,
Sinha said.

“Recognising this, the work towards
COP30 becomes especially important.
That is why we organised today’s
discussion -- to advocate for stronger
gender commitments and ensure our
collective voice contributes meaningfully
to the process,” she said.

UN Women Programme Specialist
Dilruba Haider highlighted the UNFCCC
Gender Action Plan (GAP), developed
under the Lima Work Programme.

The plan advances gender-responsive
climate action through five priority
areas: capacity building and knowledge

management, women’s leadership
and participation, coherence across
international  frameworks,  gender-

responsive means of implementation,
and monitoring and reporting.

Haider identified key challenges,
including insufficient focus on climate
finance, weak institutionalisation of
transformative ambitions, and political
debates around gender.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

July Charter likely
to be finalised
this week

finalise the July Charter within this week. Alongside
this, the commission will provide the government with
recommendations on how to implement the charter,
based on opinions from political parties and experts.

At a meeting with 17 political parties yesterday
afternoon, the commission informed them of the process
and sought their views on how they wanted the charter to
be implemented, Professor Ali Riaz, vice-president of the
commission, told The Daily Star.

“It could be sent to
political parties by the
end of this week. Written
opinions from the parties
on the implementation
process have been
requested. These, along
with expert advice, will be
used to prepare recommendations for the government.
The recommendations will later be formally presented to
the interim government,” he said.

Last Sunday, the commission held an informal
meeting with eight political parties, where proposals for
implementing the charter included a public assembly,
referendum, constitutional reform sessions, presidential
decree, or ordinances.

Yesterday, parties expressed varied opinions. Some

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

US does not
support any

party or person

Says Charg¢ d’Aflaires,
calls on CEC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Tracey
Jacobson, usS
Chargé  d’Affaires
to Bangladesh,
yesterday reaffirmed
Washington’s
support for the
interim government
and the Election
Commission in holding a free and fair national
election early next year.

Speaking with reporters after a meeting with
Chief Election Commissioner AMM Nasir Uddin at
the EC’s headquarters in the capital, she said the
purpose of her visit was “to listen, to learn, and to
understand”.

“We support the interim government and the
Election Commission in charting a pathway to
free and fair elections. We hope those elections
will happen in an atmosphere of peace and
security and will lead to a successful democratic
government that will represent the aspirations
and dreams of the Bangladeshi people,” she said.

The one-hour meeting, attended by David Moo,
political chief at the US embassy, and Political
Specialist Firoze Ahmed, started at 2:30pm
yesterday.

AMM Nasir
Uddin

Tracey Ann
Jacobson

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Army to
remain on
mobile duty

Says home adviser;
navy and air force to
assist in polls security

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet
Home
Adviser
Lt Gen
(retd) Md
Jahangir
Alam
Chowdhury # -
yesterday said the army,
navy, and air force will
be deployed to assist in
ensuring security during the
upcoming national election.
Speaking to reporters in
Sylhet after a meeting with

|

adding, “It is not possible to provide proper service with

such few numbers.”

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

As the sun dips below the horizon, two fishermen set out on their boat across the tranquil waters of Itna Haor in Kishoreganj. The evening casts the
a golden glow over the haor, where many locals rely on fishing for their livelihood, working from dusk into the night.

- .
e = —= — e administration  officials
- — =

—— — — i e — and law  enforcement
— — — ———— — ———— | . . .
e — ——. 1-:-_ e e — agencies, the adviser said

= B : — —— = - R i .
- — —— = 4,000 police personnel

T = -_—
e —— - — o — — — have already completed
— — — = B— - g .
— = — training, while another
e —— g p— O  —— — ] batch is  undergoing
— e —

training and a third will
begin training soon.

He emphasised
role of Ansar in

PHOTO: TAFSILUL AZIZ SEE PAGE 4 COL 5
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Women’s voices must
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She said ahead of COP30,
opportunities lie in
preparing clear national
priorities, developing
a position paper for
Bangladesh, orienting
negotiators on  gender—
climate linkages, and
building alliances with like-
minded countries.

Ainun Nishat, emeritus
professor at BRAC
University's  Centre  for
Climate Change and
Environmental  Research,
warned that many gender
action plans remain shelved
documents.

“I. " they are not
meaningfully implemented
across sectors, they will have
little practical impact,” he
said.

Dr Shamima Nasrin, joint
secretary at the Ministry
of Women and Children
Affairs, highlighted the
need for stronger gender
representation in climate
planning.

She called for a new
action plan with a clear
results framework,
including activities,
indicators, baselines, targets,
and budget allocations,
prioritising the most
vulnerable groups such as
women and indigenous
communities.

UNDP  Gender
Lead Sharmin Islam
identified three key
challenges: the financing
gap, persistent data gaps,
and underrepresentation of
women in leadership roles,
particularly at the grassroots
level.

“Grassroots women
bear the greatest burden of
climate impacts, vet their
voices are often missing,”
she said.

ActionAid Country
Director Farah Kabir
stressed the importance of
engaging political actors to
ensure commitments align
with policy and practice.

Md Shamsuddoha, chief
executive of the Centre
for Participatory Research
and Development (CPRD),
highlighted the need for
inter-ministerial and inter-
departmental collaboration
to implement the Gender
Action Plan.

Jacob De Leon, second
secretary at the Australian
High Commission, said, “We
must recognise the unique
experiences of women from
indigenous  backgrounds
and women with disabilities.
Only by adopting a truly
holistic gender approach

Team

can we ensure the effective
implementation of gender-
responsive  plans  and
policies,” he said.

Shaheen Anam, executive
director of the Manusher
Jonno Foundation, also
highlighted that gender
equality must consider
intersectionality across
regions and abilities.

“Climate change affects
men oo, but women face
unique challenges in their

daily lives -— mobility,
safety, reproductive health,
disrupted relationships,
sometimes  leading  to

divorce. This is why gender
justice is essential,” she said.

Nayoka Martinez
Backstrom, first secretary
for  Environment and
Climate Change at SIDA,
highlighted the need for
scalable climate financing
initiatives that genuinely

benefit women and
promote collaboration
between development
partners and national
ministries.

Md Khayrul Hasan,

additional secretary of the
environment ministry,
speaking as the chief guest,
welcomed the diversity of
perspectives and confirmed
that the outcomes of the
discussion would be taken
to Ethiopia, engaging other
ministries, NGOs, and civil
society to ensure COP30 is
meaningful and beneficial
for Bangladesh.

Prof Sharmind
Neelormi, department of
economics, Jahangirnagar
University; Jesmin Nahar,
deputy secretary, MoEFCC;
Mohammad Faruk
Hossain, deputy secretary,
MoDMR; Mrittunjoy Das,
deputy chief of party Naba
Pallab; Jannatul Maowa,
executive director, Bindu
Nari Unnayan Sangathan;
Sohanur Rahman, youth
climate activist, and Kazi
Rabeya Ame, programme
analyst, UN Women, among
others, spoke at the event.

The discussion  was
moderated by  Tanjim
Ferdous, NGO and Foreign
Mission in charge at The
Daily Star.

PRAYER
TIMING

SEPTEMBER 2

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 4-30 12-45 4-45
JAMAAT 5-05 1-15 5-00

6-33 8-00
6-36 8-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Workers at the Rajshahi University of Engineering and Technology construction site carry out their tasks
without any safety equipment, exposing themselves to serious risks. A minor slip or error on this multi-story
building could have fatal consequences.

PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
High Couri Division
Statwtory Original Jurisdiction
Company Matier Mo, 1424 of 2025

Campanies Act, 1994,

Dr. Sarder Abdun Nayeem

v

In The Matter of;
An Application under Section 81(2) and B5(3) Read with Section 396 of the

And
In The Matier of:

Shareholder and Managing Director of Japan Bangladesh Friendship Hospital LTD.
58, Savmasjid Road, Zhigatola Bos Stnd, Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Aersus
The Register of Joint Stock Conipanies and Firms and Others

Motice 15 hereby given that an application under Section 81(2), 85(3) read with Section

396 of the Companmies Act 1994, was moved m petiion 1o condonation of delay in
holding the Annual General Meeting of the company named and style as Japan
Bangladesh Friendship Hospital LTD i the following vears 2021, 2022, 2023 and

2024, Hon'ble Company Fudge Mr Justice Ahmed Sobel has admited the said
Application on [7.08.2025. If any person interested i the said application may appear

on the date of bearing either himsell or through hs Advocate. A copy of said
apphication may be obtmned from the undersigned on payment of presenbed fees
H.M Masum

Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh
Hall Roam No, 01 (Main), Supreme Court Bar Building, Dhaka
Mohile: 0177034661 %
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Physiotherapy overlooked
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Galeb said the government
approved the establishment
of Bangladesh College of
Physiotherapy in 1998, but
although the foundation
stone was laid in 2009, no
progress has been made.

M  Shahdat Hossain,
general secretary of the
Bangladesh Physiotherapy
Association, said  posts
for  physiotherapists in
hospitals are often filled
by diploma-holding
technologists,  depriving
qualified physiotherapists

of opportunities.

He said physiotherapists
currently receive
accreditation  from  the
Bangladesh Rehabilitation
Council under the Ministry
of Social Welfare, but they
want to be accredited under
the Bangladesh Medical
and Dental Council as they
provide medical services.

Prof Taslim  Uddin,
former chairman of
the Physical Medicine
and Rehabilitation
Department at BMU, said
physiotherapists should

be incorporated into the
health system.

Prof Syed Abdul Hamid,
convener of the Alliance for
Health Reform Bangladesh,
said physiotherapy services
involve doctors of physical
medicine, physiotherapists,
and diploma-holding
technologists, but there is
a lack of proper integration
among them.

Prof Anwar Hossain,
president of the Bangladesh
Physiotherapy Association,
and public health expert
Mostak Ahmed also spoke.

Launch judicial probe

FROM PAGE 3
demands at the Gono
Odhikar Parishad’s central
office in Paltan, Dhaka,
the leaders strongly
condemned the incident
and urged the immediate
arrest of those responsible.
On August 29, Nur

and five others sustained

injuries after being
beaten by police and army
personnel. The assault

followed clashes between
Gono Odhikar Parishad
and Jatiya Party activists
near the latter’s Kakrail
office in Dhaka.

US reiterates support

FROM PAGE 3

After the meeting,
Jacobson said, “Since there
are so many rumours and
conspiracy theories out
there, I want to be very clear
about the US government’s
position.”

“The US embassy or
the government does not
support any particular
party or person, nor do
we support any particular
outcome, but we do meet
with them to understand
their platforms and their
goals,” she explained.

Meanwhile, after the
meeting, Nasir Uddin told
reporters at his office that
the EC is not willing to
take any blame regarding
election preparations and
is preparing in line with the
government’s decision on
how it wants the election to
be held.

The CEC said, “She
[Jacobson] just came over
to understand the situation

better. She wanted to know
what preparations we have
made. I informed her about
our preparations, as we
have spoken of holding
elections in February.”

“She asked about mob
culture. T told her there
is still time before the
election. Those who create
mobs won’t be seen during
elections. You won’t find
them then. Dhaka will
become empty during
polls. They won’t be
around,” he added.

The CEC expressed hope
that political parties would
reach a consensus before
the election.

“In the meeting, the
issue of black money came
up. We cannot completely
stop it. I am hopeful that
we will fight to the very
end with all our strength.
Together with the people of
this country, we will try our
best to hold a fair election,”
he said.
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NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

Center of Excellence in Higher Education

TENDER NOTICE

Tender No. NSU/25-26/T-02

Procurement of 100 nos split-wall type AC

North South University is inviting sealed offers from bona fide/ reputed organizations/ business
partners/ agents for procurement of 100 nos split-wall type AC for the NSU.

Interested bidders may collect a schedule of tender from Southeast Bank Ltd. Bashundhara Branch,
Dhaka-1229, within the banking hours on all working days till Monday, September 15, 2025, by
paying non-refundable amount of Taka 2,000.00 (Two Thousand) in cash for each schedule. The bidder
has to bid for all works mentioned in the Tender schedule.

The bidders must submit earnest money (@ 2.5% of the total quoted price in the form of a Pay Order
or Bank Guarantee issued from any scheduled bank drawn in favour of North South University, along
with their offer. The sealed offer must be submitted on Tuesday, September 16, 2025, by 2:15 p.m. at
the office of the undersigned. The offers will be opened at 2:30 p.m. on the same day. Representatives
of the participating bidders may remain present at the time of opening the bids. NSU authority reserves
the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without showing any reason.

Director, Internal Affairs
NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY
Bashundhara, Dhaka-1229
Phone: +88-02-55668200, Ext. 1204
Fax: +88-02-55668202
www.northsouth.edu

The following day,
Chief  Adviser’s  Press
Secretary Shafiqul Alam
told reporters at state
guest house Jamuna that
the government would
conduct a judicial inquiry
into the attack on Nur and
his party members.

Army to remain
FROM PAGE 3
election  duty, adding

that their deployment at
polling centres will be
strengthened. “The army
will remain on mobile duty,
while the navy, air force,
and APBn members will
provide support,” he said.
On recent unrest
in public universities,
Jahangir said teachers are
capable of resolving the
issues through dialogue
with students. He assured
that the possibility of third
party instigation will be

investigated.
He termed the attack
on Gono Odhikar

Parishad president Nurul
Haque Nur “unfortunate”
and wished him a speedy
recovery.

On the ACCreport about
stone looting in Sylhet's
Companiganj, the adviser
said, “If the allegations are
true, those responsible will
face justice. If false, legal
action will be taken against
those within the ACC
responsible forit.”

ACC to sue

FROM PAGE 5

Solenkhi, Jan Bari Rizvi,
foundation vice-chairman
Prof Pran Gopal Datta,
executive committee
member Mehraj Jahan,
Prof Ruhul Haque, Shirin

Zaman Munir, and
Helaluddin Ahmed.
The ACC director

general said businessmen
provided donations to the
foundation in exchange for
undue advantages.

The accused businessmen
are: Hamid Real Estate
Chairman Enthekhabul
Hamid; former minister and
businessman Nurul Islam;
former MP and Beximco
Vice-Chairman Salman F
Rahman; Summit Group
Chairman Mohammad
Aziz Khan; former MP
and businessman AKM
Rahmatullah; United Group
Chairman Moinuddin
Hasan Rashid; Meghna
Group Chairman Mostafa
Kamal and Bill Trade
Engineering Ltd Chairman
and Managing Director
Enayetur Rahman.

July Charter likely

FROM PAGE 3

suggested a referendum,
others preferred
parliamentary  approval,

while some proposed a
legal framework.

Several parties
emphasised that failure to
implement the July Charter
could delay  national
clections and destabilise
the country. They stressed
the need for expert input
and compromise.

The parties thatattended
yesterday’s meeting,
included National Socialist
Party (JSD), JASAD, CPB,
BASAD, BASAD-Marxist,
Ganoforum, Labour Party,
Bangladesh Khelafat Maijlis,
Khelafat Majlis, Nezam-e-
Islami, Bhasani People’s
Power Party, Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam, Zaker Party, and
National Ganofront.

CPB  General Secretary
Ruhin  Hossain  Prince
said, “The commission
asked our opinion on both
the July Charter and its
implementation. Within a

few days, the commission will
respond, and we can say yes
or no. Written suggestions
for implementation can
also be submitted, and the
commission will forward
these to the government

as recommendations.
The charter and its
implementation  will be

treated separately.”

BASAD-Marxist
coordinator Masud Rana
said, “We suggested
that reforms that can be
implemented through
ordinances or executive
orders should be done
immediately.”

Labour Party Chairman
Mostafizur Rahman
Iran suggested that
constitutional matters
should be implemented by
the elected parliament.

Senior Deputy Amir
Maulana Yusuf Ashraf of
Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis
said the charter should
have authority above the
constitution, laws, and
courts.

Police open fired on journos

FROM PAGE 3

Torab was hit by bullets
and collapsed,” he told the
tribunal.

Mohid said he rushed
Torab to Sylhet MAG Osmani
Medical College Hospital,
but as police and Awami
League men obstructed his
treatment there, Torab was
shifted to Ibn Sina Hospital,
where he died at 6:45pm.

He said then additional
deputy commissioner of
Sylhet Metropolitan Police

Sadeq Kawsar Dastagir,
assistant commissioner
Mizanur Rahman, and

Kotwali Police Station OC

Mohiuddin, along with
other policemen, opened
fire on protesters.

Mohid  held  Sheikh

Hasina, then home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal,
former IGP  Chowdhury
Abdullah Al-Mamun, and
former home  ministry
secretary Md Jahangir Alam
responsible for the incident.

He submitted two video
clips he recorded, one of
which was played in court
showing a bleeding Torab.

Another journalist,
Humayun Kabir Liton,
corroborated Mohid’s
testimony.

Four other witnesses,
including three doctors,
also testified. They said

they were present when
the investigation officer
seized bullets removed from
patients during the uprising.

No of Vehicles: 07 Nos

Car sale

Description of Vehicles:
TOYOTA HIACE, Ambulance 27L, 2TR-FE, Octane, 06 seats, RHD Manual ,
transmission, 2017 & 2018 Models. {Available for visit at Ukhiya office) Shos |  Cow'sBuw
Toyota Avanza, 3SZ-VE, 1.3 L, Octane, 07 seats, Manual transmission 2 Nos Dhaka
2009 Models. (Available for visit at Dhaka office)

Bid form can be collected till 11 September 2025 at the address mentioned below. Updated BIN (for companies)
and E-TIN certificate (for Individuals) is mandatory to collect bid form.
A 10% deposit should be made by pay order, which is refundable if you are not selected for the tender.
Address: Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF)
1. Khawaja Palace (5* Floor), Plot# 76/B, Road-11, Banani, Dhaka-1213, Bangladesh
2. Koba twin Cox (3* Floor) (behind Cox's bazar model Thana), Cox’s Bazar-4700, Bangladesh
Sealed Bid offer can be submitted till 14 September 2025, 1:30pm. (Sunday to Thursday)

. Ahsanullah University of Science and Technology
ALST 141-142, Love Road, Tejgaon Industrial Arvea, Dhaka-1208
E ' i Website: www. aust.edu, Phone: 8870422 (PABX)
l“'t..'"J.: Contsct: Architecture - 01712787976, Civil Engygr. - 01 T7T484R686,
LA EEE - 01572684902, Mathematics - 01 732939789
Registrar Office - 01773500054
ADMISSION IN POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMS
SPRING - 2025 Semester
Program Duration Minimum Qualification/ Requirement
s Minimum | Mmimum CGPA of 2.50 out of 4.0 in B. Arch. and a
Master of Architecture (M. Arch : . el
s { ) | % year mimmum GPA of 350 out of 50 mn either SS.C. or
Postgraduate Diploma in Mimimuom | HS.C., but GPA not less than 2.00 in the either
Architecture (PG, Dip. Arch) | year examination
M.S¢. Engg.M. Engg. in Civil Minmmum CGPA of 2.50 out of 4.0 m BSc. Engg. and a
Engg. Mimimum mimmum GPA of 330 out of 5.0 in either 8.5.C. or
144 v 50 P an 2,00 the hei
M.Sc. Engg./ M. Engg. in EEE 1 year HS.C., but GPA not less than m the either
- examinaton,
- - I Aotk & ! Phvsics' Eno ing
M.S. in Mathematics lw2 Bachelor Degres in Math/ Statistics/ Physics/ Engineering
years or equivalent degree

Online Application opens on 020912025 The address for online application is “https:/fiums.aust.edu/pg-admission™.
Plense contact the respective Department Oifice or the Registrar Office for further information. The last daie of
submussion of apphications/online application is 17/10/2025.

INNOVATIOM:: CREATION:: LEADERSHIP

Employment Opportunity
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Requirements:

Institute ;

# . Karnaphuli Fertilizer Company Limited (KAFCO) is an international joint
venture leading Ammonia & Urea Fertilizer manufacturing company in
Bangladesh. The plant is located at Rangadia, Anowara, Chattogram with
its corporate office at Dhaka.
KAFCO is inviting applications from eligible candidates against the below
mentioned position for the Plant Site at Chattogram.

Medical Technologist (Lab)

# Diploma in Medical Technology (Lab) from any Government approved

Having Minimum Three years' hands on experience in renowned
Pathological Laboratory excluding training period;

¢ Knowledge on work safety;

# Candidates shall have to demonstrate their skills practically during
selection process;

e Maximum 35 years of age as on 31% August, 2025;

Additional Requirements

¢ Sound health for industrial environment. The offer for job shall be
subject to physically fit after medical examination by Company
Medical Officer.

e Can work under pressure, self motivated, oriented with company goals.
¢ Shall have to work directly in field with own hand.
* Job Location - KAFCO Plant, Rangadia, Anowara, Chattogram.

Application Procedure

an the CV.

¢ Name of the post should be mentioned clearly on the envelope and

e Candidate should send their CV, attested copies of all Academic
Certificates & Mark Sheets and Experience Certificates, Copy of NID
and a recent passport size photograph (These are mandatory
document) to HR Department, KAFCO, IDB Bhaban (13" Floor),
E/8-A, Rokeya Sharani, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 1207 at the
latest by 15" September, 2025.

& KAFCO reserves right to cancel the recruitment process at any stage.

¢ Candidates will be disqualified at any stage of recruitment process
for submitting fake/forged document/statement.

& Short listed candidates will be called for interview.

¢ Candidates who applied for the post of Medical Technologist (Lab)
previously need not apply again.
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ACC to sue Putul,
35 others over

Tk 448cr graft

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

KILLED IN MOB ATTACK
Family’s hopes
shattered with
Pradip’s death

S DILIP ROY

The Anti-Corruption Commission has
decided to file a case against ousted prime
minister Sheikh Hasina’s daughter, Saima
Wazed Putul, along with 35 others, on
charges of collecting bribes in the name of
donations under the banner of Shuchona
Foundation and embezzling Tk 448 crore.

ACC Director General Md Akhter
Hossain informed journalists about the
approval of the case yesterday.

According to the ACC complaint, Putul
and the other accused established a paper-
based entity named Shuchona Foundation
and obtained registration from the NGO
Affairs Bureau and the Department of
Social Services.

Later, they collected bribes from various
individuals and organisations under the
guise of donations by offering illegal
benefits. Instead of spending the money
for the welfare of disabled persons, they
embezzled Tk 448 crore, it said.

Theaccused from ShuchonaFoundation
include trustee Saima Wazed, Prof
Mazharul Mannan, former BCB president
Nazmul Hassan Papon, Saifullah Abdullah

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Grief has engulfed the family of 47-year-old Pradip
Lal Robidas, who was beaten to death in a mob
attack at Rangpur’s Taraganj on August 9.

His 16-year-old daughter, Palashi Robidas, said, “I
can’t take my SSC exams anymore. My father is gone.
He was beaten to death by a mob. He was our only
support. Now we struggle even for a handful of rice.”

Her elder brother, Dulal Robidas, 19, passed
SSC in 2022 but could not afford college. Poverty
forced him into work as a day labourer. The
youngest, Apon Robidas, 13, a seventh grader, also
faces an uncertain future.

The family lives on borrowed land at Khamar
Mokimpur village in Mithapukur upazila. While
most families there own their homes, Pradip’s
consisted of only two ramshackle tin rooms.

BAU SHUTDOWN
Students dety hall vacate
order, place 6-point demand

Two cousins drown

in Thakurgaon pond

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Two minors drowned in a pond in
Krishnapur village of Thakurgaon Sadar
upazila yesterday.
The deceased were identified as Saudia
Akhter, 5, and her cousin Aysha Akhter, 5.
Quoting family members, Abdul
Hannan, chairman of Rahimanpur Union
Parishad, told The Daily Star, “Aysha had
come to visit her maternal grandfather’s
house last week. After having breakfast
today, the two girls were playing around
the house when they went missing.”
Family members found their sandals
on the bank of a nearby pond and began
searching. Neighbours and relatives later
recovered the children from the pond in
an unconscious state and rushed them
to Thakurgaon General Hospital, where
doctors declared them dead.
Officer-in-Charge Sarware Alam Khan
of Thakurgaon Police Station confirmed
the incident and said an unnatural death
case has been filed.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Despite the authorities’ order to vacate
dormitories following an indefinite closure
on Sunday night, most male students of
Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU)
have refused to leave.

Yesterday morning, students brought
out processions on campus wielding sticks
and declared they would not leave the
halls.

At a press conference at the university’s
Aamtola around 11:30am, they placed a
six-point demand.

Their demands included the withdrawal
of the order to vacate halls, the resignation
of the proctorial body within 24 hours, an
apology from the vice chancellor for the
attack on students, justice against those
involved in the attack, including teachers,
and the implementation of a single
combined degree.

The students gave the authorities until
2:00pm to respond, but when no steps
were taken, they blocked the Dhaka-
Mymensingh rail route around 4:00pm,
halting train services for over two hours.

The blockade was withdrawn around

6:15pm, and rail communication resumed,
said Md Akter Hossain, officer-in-charge
of Government Railway Police Station in
Mymensingh.

In the evening, the agitating students
held another press conference on campus,
where they reiterated their six-point
demands and alleged the administration
had not responded.

“We want (o resolve the ongoing
crisis through fruitful discussions. If our
demands are not fulfilled shortly, we will
go for tougher movement,” said Ahsanul
Haque Himel, a third-year student of the
Faculty of Animal Husbandry.

Contacted, BAU Proctor Prof Md Abdul
Alim said there was no new decision
regarding the crisis.

Mymensingh Superintendent of Police

Kazi Akhtarul Alam said law enforcers
have been deployed in and around the
campus, particularly at the first gate of the
university, and remain on alert to prevent
any untoward incident.

Meanwhile, many female students
began leaving their halls early yesterday,
saying the sudden shutdown created
difTiculties as they live far from campus.

Still, fearing for their safety, they chose
to go. “We came here to study, not for
violence or vandalism. Attacks on ordinary
students by outsiders cannot be tolerated,”
said one female student.

The university was declared closed
indefinitely after an emergency syndicate
meeting held online around 9:30pm
Sunday. Students were instructed to vacate
the halls by 9:00am Monday.

The decision followed an incident
carlier in the day when outsiders allegedly
attacked protesting students, who had
confined over 200 teachers, including
the vice chancellor, during an academic
council meeting on the demand for a
single combined degree.

At least seven students were injured in
the attack.

Once a cobbler, Pradip lost an ankle to illness
six years ago. With villagers’ help, he received a
battery-run van, which he drove to earn a living.

“I'must take up father’s trade of mending shoes.
Books don’t fill empty stomachs,” Apon said.

Dulal, now the sole breadwinner, said, “I earn Tk
300-400 a day as a labourer, but it’s not enough.
The van my father drove is in police custody. If
had it, I could earn more. My brother and sister
want to study, but I alone can’t manage.”

Taraganj Police Station OC MA Faruk said the
van was seized as evidence. “If the court decides, it
can be handed over to the family.”

Retired schoolteacher Jiten Chandra Acharya,
84, on whose land the family lives, said, “Pradip
was an honest man. Now, in their home where once
a pradip (lamp) glowed, there is only darkness.”

On August 9, Pradip was travelling with his relative
Ruplal Robidas on a rickshaw van in Rangpur’s
Taraganj upazila. Around 9:30pm, in the Burtirhat
area, a mob stopped them, accusing them of stealing
the vehicle. Despite their pleas and explanations, the
crowd turned violent and beat them severely.

Ruplal died at Taraganj Upazila Health Complex,
while Pradip died the next day at Rangpur Medical
College Hospital.

Sahab Uddin Molla filed 12. | Project/ Programme Code P156823
a record amendment 13. | Project/ Programme Name Bangladesh Insurance Sector Development Project (BISDF)
case against it in 2005, 14. | Tender Package No G-38
making the department 15. | Tender Package Name Design and building modern cafeteria and associate furniture and Fixing for BIA
the defendant. The court 16. | Tender Publication Date 02 September 2025
recently delivered a verdict 17. | Tender Last Selling Date 29 September 2025 up to 5.00 PM
in favour of the Forest 18. | Last Date and Time of Tender Submission 30 September 2025 at 03.00 PM

PHOTO: STAR Department. 19. | Tender Opening Date and Time 30 September 2025 at 03.30 PM

M ANOH ARPUR H A AT Thve market value of the 20. | Name and Address of the office Selling, | The Project Director, Bangladesh Insurance Sector Development Project (BISDP), Jiban
recovered land is around Receiving & Opening Tender Bima Bhaban, Front Block (5th Floor), 10, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000.
Tk 20 crore. Document. Phone: 02-9514963; E-mail: pd.bisdproject@gmail.com
Sahab Uddin could not 21. | Lastdate of queries’ clarification sought by | 17 September 2025 by 4.00 PM

be reached for comments. Tenderers (in writing or e-mail)

A liteline for 5,000,

22. | Eligibility of Qualifications of Tenderer |  The Tenderer shall have a minimum of 05 (five) years of overall experience in the supply of Goods
R B August sees and related services.
ut ACKS 1aC1 ltles 39 d « The Tenderer shell have the specfic experince of supplying similar Goods of at east 01 contrac
engue successfilly completed within the last 05 years each with  value of minimum T. 1,00,00,000/- (Tk.
o .. . One Crore only) i,e years counting backward from the date of publication of TFT in the newspaper.
KM HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojour ([)c;lr?cf?a[gfilleenéirrl:gégliigﬂz ;jﬁffetmgbﬁgg deaths * The minimum amount of liquid assets or working capital or credit facility is Tk. 1,50,00,000/-
. ] . . et ’ (BDT One Crore Fifty Lac only)
gta;jsahvi]:ngg Fglfdayl)sir?)?suysongiyzsi};gi ‘(}ivlljlrllcrtllg bihzmegoiigiiousg d Shrlljepaerg UNB, Dhaka . ® The maximum 02 (two) number of arbitrations against the Tenderer over a period of
upazila come alive with the movement unusable in winter when water levels fall. A total of 39 people died i - the last OS{ﬁve}.years_ _ _
of over a hundred boats carrying fresh “We risk accidents every week, but from dengue while 10,496 23, Brllet" Desctlp!mn of Goods: i Design_nnd building modern cafeteria and associate furniture and Fixing for BIA
vegetables, fish, rice, and other goods o as we don’t have any other place for cases were reported in the 24. | Brief Description of Related Services Details in the Tender Document
the lone Manoharpur haat. business, we come here despite the month of August, according 25 | Tender Document Price Tk. 1,000.00/- (Taka One Thousand) only in Pay Order (In favor of Project Director,
Traders and farmers navigate narrow  hardship,” said farmer Abdul Jalil. to the Directorate General . Bangladesh Insurance Sector Development Project) : S
canals to reach the market, where Market traders echoed similar of Health Services (DGHS). 26. | Identification of Lot Location Tender S‘ec'i;rll?l Amount | Completion Time
buyers haggle, children clamber on concerns. “The bazaar is our main The number of dengue - — - i
boats, and farmers unload produce - a  business centre, but it lacks even the patients in July was 10,684 Design and building modern cafeteria Bangladesh Insurance Sector BDT 3,70,000/- (Tk.Three | 45 days from the
lively scene overshadowed by hardship minimum faCili[ies," said Nazrul Islam. while the health authorities and assoctate furniture and Fl‘.uﬂgfﬂf I.)_C'\'e.lﬁpnm Project (BISDP), Jiban Lac SE\"EHT}' lhﬁusanllil d_E.IE.Uf contract
and neglect. Bellal Hossain said structures and logged 41 deaths. Bld ?mmwgﬁ Floar), 0??.?.;? Zggg the provision | signing.
For at least 5,000 people from internal roads are in poor condition. Meanwhile, 552 new PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS ‘ ; : —
six surrounding villages, including Sanitation facilities are absent, and dengue cases were : =
Manoharpur, Gaokhali, Padmadubi, erosion of the adjacent canal has reported in the 24 hours till 27. | Name of Official Inviting Tender Md. AbdurRab__
and Daulbari, the haat is the central already reduced parts of the market. yesterday morning, raising 28. | Designation of Official Inviting Tender Project Director (Joint Secretary) _
hub of commerce. “We had to shift our shops several the number of confirmed 29. | Address of Official Inviting Tender Bangladesh Insurance Sector Development Project, Insurance Development and Regulatory
Located in Daulbari Dobra union, times to protect them from erosion,” cases (0 32,028 this year. i‘l:'uthm‘;}z Jquh;l:‘;];;@E,Bha-?_m’Fﬁ:J Blr_Jck}SthF!;)or}, 10, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000
it operates twice a week, generating said Abul Hossain. The number of deaths , : = Ll ; E-mail: pd bisdproject@gmail com
weekly transactions worth around Tk Locals and union parishad member remained at 122, as no new 30. | Contact details of Official Inviting Tender Baﬂg]adesh lInsuraJ_JJ:e Sector Development Project, Insurance _Develcpmem and Regulatory
5 lakh. Wholesale buyers also collect Mohammad Shahin demanded urgent fatalities were reported ?ﬁoﬁ?%-&?&%ﬁfmﬁ?&;Eﬁ;gﬁ%ﬁ;:ﬁ;m Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000
vegetables here for distribution to other  intervention. during this period. 31 The procuning entity reserves the right to accept or reject any 1tems or all tenders without assigming any reason whatsoever.

parts of the country via engine-run
boats.

Contacted, UNO Sajia Sahnaj Tama
said, “We have a plan to construct a

10 acres Of Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Bangladesh Insurance Sector Development Project
fOI‘ est laIld Insurance Development and Regulatory Authority
Financial Institutions Division, Ministry of Finance
recovered Jiban Bima Bhaban, Front Block (5th Floor)
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 10, Difkusta C/A, Dhaka-1000.
Gazipur www. bis v.bd; E-mail: pd.bisdproject ail.com:

The Forest Department has

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

X 1. Ministry/Division Financial Institutions Division (FID)
f;ﬁ?lir;l%igl?hzi;easifggfzs; 2. Agency & Procuring Entity Name Insurance Development and Regulatory Authority (IDRA)

. Lo Bangladesh Insurance Sector Development Project (BISDF)
und.er ll:le Barmi union m 3. Procuring Entity Name Bangladesh Insurance Sector Development Project (BISDF)
Gazipur's Sreepur upazila 4. | Procuring Entity Code Not used
gﬁgres?g‘f;%k_’t it under 5| Procuring Enity Distrc Dhaka

The department b. 'n“.'-a“.““ for Design and building modern cafeteria and associate furniture and Fixing for BIA
) 7. Invitation Ref No 53.03.0000.090.07.051.25-516
yesterday planted 10,000 8 Date 01 September 2025
saplings on the recovered K'EY INFORMATION d
l(ffnd thuend(S_}f‘eégﬁr lnglazggg 9. | Procurement method Open Tendering Method (National)
said Mokhlesur Rahman, B O
Sreepur range officer. 10. | Budget and Source of Funds Development Budget (GoB)

According to the
department, local resident

Currently, 1,584 patients
are receiving treatment in

11.

Development Partners (if applicable)

World Bank (WB)

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

From Nazirpur upazila headquarters, concrete ghat and arrange sanitation various hospitals. Projec (r’;?"-f‘h"“f. R’h_]. .
one must travel 17 kilometres and then  facilities. Work will begin after the rainy Last year, dengue claimed runbtp;mt_u; Z{I;J;T;:ig;;ntaw}
ride half an hour on an engine run boat  season.” the lives of 575 people. Lol
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EU chief’s

Trump troop

i deployments .
glf)lg ?atllllltnll)iyng to US cities an Houthis tar get
in Bulgaria S i Isr.aeli—.linke.d .
Russia governior ship with missile

AFP, Brussels

; REUTERS, London
US President Donald

Trump’s ultimate aim
in sending troops (o
American cities is (o
seize control of elections
in 2026, Illinois
Governor JB Pritzker
said Sunday, calling
such deployments “an

A plane carrying EU chief
Ursula von der Leyen was
hit by GPS jamming as it
readied to land in Bulgaria
on Sunday, Brussels said
yesterday, alleging Russia
was thought to be behind
the incident.

Yemen’s Houthis said yesterday they launched a
missile towards the Israeli-owned tanker Scarlet
Ray near Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea port city of Yanbu
in a rare attack off the Saudi coast.

invasion.”
The European Trump -- who
Commission said Bulgarian has unleashed

unprecedented military
patrols in Los Angeles to
curb protests against his
immigrant deportation
drive and to Washington
to combat what he
deems  out-of-control
crime -- has said he’s also

authorities suspected the
disruption “was due to

S W . Ll

LiS* P

blatant interference” from

Displaced Palestinian children make their way through Gaza City as they flee amid an Israeli military operation
yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

The Liberia-flagged vessel’'s Singapore-based
manager, Fastern Pacific Shipping, owned by

Eg)rgll)(écn?g Ba:;tcir;[(lié?ég Israeli magnate Idan Ofer, said the chemical

Srae Sen S tan S Chicago and other cities. tanker was undamaged and under the command

Democrat  Pritzker of its captain. “We are aware of security reports

P PY said there had been alleging that our managed vessel Scarlet Ray was

d no effort by Trump the target of a suspected Houthi attack,” Fastern

Moscow but it was not clear ee er ln O aZ a l administration to Pacific said in a statement yesterday, adding that
if the chartered flight was coordinate such plans all crew members were safe and accounted for.

with officials in Illinois, a
Democratic stronghold.
The other cities Trump

Britain’s maritime agency UKMTO said on
Sunday it had received a report of an incident

deliberately targeted.
“We can indeed confirm

More families flee; airstrikes kill 19, including women

that  there was GPS . h h J from a captain who witnessed “a splash in close
jamming,”  Commission and Chlldren o é‘; p {r (fg;tgenelo a;(é proximity to their vessel from an unknown
spokeswoman Arianna REUTERS. Cairo h ; v ) ¢ élso controlie d by his projectile and heard a loud bang” 40 nautical
Podesta told a press ! ostages alter nearly two years o » miles southwest of Yanbu.

offensive. political rivals.

conference in Brussels.

The aircraft landed safely
at Plovdiv International
Airport, in the south of the
country, without having to
change route.

Commission president
Von der Leyen, 66, was in
Bulgaria as part of a seven-
country tour of “frontline”
European Union states
which, sitting on the
27-nation bloc’s eastern
flank, are more exposed to
Russian hybrid threats.

The region has
experienced “a lot of such
jamming and spoofing
activities”, the commission
said.

Israel pushed tanks deeper into
Gaza City and detonated explosives-
laden vehicles in one suburb as
airstrikes killed at least 19 people
yesterday, Palestinian officials and
witnesses said.

The reports came as the
president of the world’s leading
genocide scholars’ association said
it had passed a resolution saying
the legal criteria have been met to
establish that Israel is committing
genocide in Gaza.

There was no immediate
response from Israel on the
accounts of the Gaza City offensive
or on the statement from the
International ~ Association  of
Genocide Scholars. Israel has in the
past denied that its actions in Gaza

Scholars say Israel
committing genocide in
Gaza

9 more people, including
3 children, died of
malnutrition

Israel pushing ahead
with plan to take control
of enclave

amount to genocide.

Israel is pushing ahead with a
plan to take full control of the whole
Gaza Strip, starting with Gaza City,
with the goal of destroying Hamas
and rescuing the remaining 48
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Residents said Israeli forces sent
old armoured vehicles into the
eastern parts of the overcrowded
Sheikh Radwan neighbourhood,
then blew them up remotely,
destroying several houses and
forcing more families to flee.

In leaflets dropped over Gaza
City, Israel’s military told residents
to head south immediately, saying
the army intended to expand its
offensive westward.

The Gaza health ministry said
at least 98 Palestinians were killed
by Israeli fire across the enclave
in the past 24 hours. It added that
nine more people, including three
children, have died of malnutrition
and starvation over the past day.

NORTH KOREA BORDER

S Korea halts
propaganda
radio broadcasts

“He’d like to stop the
clections in 2026 or,
frankly, take control of
those elections,” Pritzker
told CBS Sunday show

UKMTO did not identify the party responsible,
but said authorities were investigating. The
Houthis have launched multiple attacks on vessels
in the Red Sea since 2023 that they deem to be
linked with Israel in what they say is solidarity with
Palestinians in the war in Gaza.

“Face the Nation.”

University of Rajshahi
Corrigendum Notice for e-Tender: 1139233

Central Library

to procure the following goods

This is for information and necessary action to all concerned that the following amendments have made

Tender | Description of Document last selling date & Published as To be replaced
1y tender time, closing date & time i ) with
Supply, Installation | As per (}rjg'inul 02/09/2025 12:00 |VRF/VEV Sphit Ducted
and Tender Notice  |03/09/2025 12:00 |[SYSTEM Tvpe Air-Cooler
1139233 Cmnmissioning of |As per 07/09/2025 12:00 |Cooling capacity: | 116000-120000
7T |10 Air Coolers of  |Corrigendum  |08/09/2025 12:00 | 112000-116000 |BTU/HR
112000116000 Tender Notice BTU/HR capacity
BTU/HR

T —
Administrator

Central Library
University of Rajshahi

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. All other terms & conditions will remain unchanged. This
cormgendum will be treated as a part and parcel of the tender.

£

Professor Dn'i\'FldI_l;mmlad Habibul Islam

GD-1918
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AFP, Seoul X
S e wfefae sz
South Korea has stopped broadcasting propaganda NGl
D Title of Works Last date & time | Last date & time | radio programming into the North, the defence
of document of securit ministry said yesterday, the latest move by Seoul’s QAT AT ﬁﬁ?@ 4o e s e
selling submissios:'t new administration to ease tensions with its nuclear- " T (AT ATGT fawsfe
armed neighbour. wfsf o - e
The dqmaged S0/75 MVA T-2 transformer The psychological warfare radio — the Voice of mea'ﬁ " w'ﬁ VIV BWE o gﬁf 'hhg j:l ki Eﬁﬁ %ﬁm (a3 Wﬁ‘g}ﬁ:;
IS being ftransported, untanked and Freedom -- was first aired in 1962 and had been on e s b A i s
1142202 inspected at the factory of Energypack 14 Sep 2025 15 Sep 2025 and off the airwaves through the ups and downs of lalbts AN - ; -
Engineering Lid. of Cumilla (South) Grid at 15:00 at11:30 inter-Korean relations over more than half a century. a3, r‘f&‘?rm':" Tﬂrf’ﬂ HACTd ""'ﬁmc‘i wagE o, qe, e, om Ten (af ance) e e
Substation under the jurisdiction of GMD, “The defence ministry suspended the Voice of gilvE wge Fdfas e/ puly ae farfee am
Power Grid Cumilla. Freedom broadcast as part of measures to ease o3, WET wEwTeT feErEeTEEs e @ (Qualification Criteria) 9790 207 |

military tensions with the North,” ministry spokesman
Lee Kyung-ho told reporters yesterday.

It is the latest in a series of moves by the new Lee
Jae Myung administration, which has vowed to seek
dialogue with Pyongyang.

South Korea has also stopped broadcasting
propaganda from loudspeakers along the heavily-
armed border and has even taken down some of the
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Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Local Government Engineering Department
Office of the Executive Engineer
District: Noakhali

www. lged.gov.bd

Memo No. 46,02, 7500,000,07.007,25-2839 Dated: 31/08/2025

Invitation for Tenders (IFT for Works)
e-Tender Notice No. 10/2025-26

e-Tender is nvited o the National e-GP Portal (http:/www eprocure gov_bd) for the procurement of works as

Phone: 02334433826

GD-1316 g et
E-mail: xen noakhaliflged gov bd

physical loudspeakers.

Voice of Freedom was said to broadcast outside
information and K-pop music into the nuclear armed
North, which tightly controls the access its civilians

have to external content.

Army chiel assures govt

Relations (ISPR) yesterday
said there was an extensive

within the army and its
plans.

wifer |
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OD-2370m under Senbag Upazia,. Dist ol democracy and rule of ISPR said. ey e TS T
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Director of the Executive Committee of SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS), Ularbek Sharsheev, Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko, Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Uzbekistan President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, Tajikistan President Emomali Rahmon, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Kazakhstan President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Kyrgyzstan President Sadyr Japarov, Iran President Masoud Pezeshkian, and SCO Secretary-General Nurlan Yermekbayev
pose during a photo session of the Shanghai Gooperation Organization (SC0) Summit 2025, with Chinese President Xi Jinping, at the Meijiang Gonvention and Exhibition

Centre in Tianjin, China, yesterday.

Putin defends
invasion of
Ukraine

Blames West; Kyiv says Russia
linked to lawmaker’s killing
AFP, Tianjin

Russian  President  Vladimir Putin
yesterday sought to defend his Ukraine
offensive to Moscow’s allies, blaming the
West for triggering the three-and-a-half
year war that has killed tens of thousands
and devastated much of eastern Ukraine.

“This crisis was not triggered by Russia’s
attack on Ukraine, but was a result of a
coup in Ukraine, which was supported
and provoked by the West,” Putin said at a
summit of the the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation in the Chinese city of
Tianjin.

That is a reference to Ukraine’s 2013-
2014 pro-European revolution, which
ousted a pro-Russian president.

Moscow responded by annexing the
Crimean peninsula and backing pro-
Russian separatists in the east, triggering
a civil war.

“The second reason for the crisis is the
West’s constant attempts to drag Ukraine
into Nato,” the Russian president added.

Meanwhile, Kyiv said yesterday

that Russia was linked to the weekend
assassination of a pro-Western Ukrainian
politician after the arrest of a suspect
alleged to have carried out the shooting
dressed as a courier.

University students protest outside the Indonesian Parliament building in Jakarta yesterday, opposing

Russia, India
stand together ‘in

ditlicult times’

Modi tells ‘dear friend’ Putin during talks on
SCO sidelines

REUTERS, Moscow
India’s Narendra Modi told Vladimir Putin
yesterday that India and Russia stood side by
side even in difficult times after the Kremlin
chief called the Indian prime minister his “dear
friend” and gave him a lift in his armoured
limousine.

China and India are the biggest buyers
of crude oil from Russia, the world’s second
largest exporter. Trump has imposed
additional tariffs on India over the purchases
but there is no sign that India or China are
going (o stop them.

On the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) meeting
in China’s port city of Tianjin, Modi held
Putin’s hand as they walked towards Chinese
President Xi Jinping. All three smiled as they
spoke, surrounded by translators.

Later, Modi posted a picture on X of him and
Putin inside the armoured Aurus limousine
used by the Russian leader.

Putin often travels with the Aurus on

lawmakers’ extra pay and housing allowances.

Thai opposition
party fails to back

new PM

AFP, Bangkok

foreign trips and has occasionally offered rides
to fellow leaders - or even gifted the vehicle, as
he did to North Korean leader Kim Jong Un in
2024.

“Even in the most difficult situations, India
and Russia have always walked shoulder to
shoulder,” Modi said. “Our close cooperation
is important not only for the people of both
countries but also for global peace, stability
and prosperity.”

At the bilateral meeting, Putin addressed
Modi in Russian as “Dear Mr Prime Minister,
dear friend.”

“Russia and India have maintained special
relations for decades, friendly and trusting.
This is the foundation for the development of
our relations in the future,” Putin said.

Modi said he welcomed recent efforts aimed
atstopping the war in Ukraine, which he hoped
would end as soon as possible. On Saturday,
Modi reaffirmed his support for a peaceful
settlement during a telephone conversation
with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky,
Modi’s office said.

AFP, Geneva

The UN's World
Property Organization

its Japanese rival in its
Innovation Index.

The change at the top
100 leading innovation

The UN agency

concentrations  of
innovation activity.

PHOTO: REUTERS “Venture  capital

Shenzhen-Hong Kong-Guangzhou has
overtaken Tokyo-Yokohama to become
the world’s top cluster for innovation,
the United Nations said yesterday.

the Chinese cluster had leapfrogged

PHOTO: REUTERS

Pakistan govt
helicopter
crash kills 5

AFP, Khaplu

A Pakistan government
helicopter  crashed  in
the north of the country
yesterday, Kkilling all five
people on board, police said.

The helicopter  was
carrying out “a test landing
on a newly proposed

helipad” in a mountainous
tourist area when it came

down, Abdul Hameed, a
senior police officer in
Diamer district, told AFP.

“Among  the Kkilled
were two pilots and three
technicians,” he said.

The helicopter, which
belonged (o the Gilgit
Baltistan government,
crashed in the region’s
Diamer district around
10:00 am. It comes weeks
after a government MI-
17 helicopter crashed in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province.

activity helps capture how scientific
technological

and

Intellectual
(WIPO) said

2025 Global

of the world’s
clusters was

down to WIPO broadening the criteria
to include venture capital investments
to formulate the annual rankings.

dealing with
patenting and innovation previously
only used patent filing and scientific
publishing data to identify local
world-leading

The
Hong

contribution

investment

agency

translates into start-up creation and,
ultimately, new goods and services in
the marketplace,” WIPO said.

said  Shenzhen-
Kong-Guangzhou
Tokyo-Yokohama “make a massive
to global
publications and patenting outputs”,
together accounting for nearly one in
five patent applications filed globally.

The new ranking showed that San
Jose-San Francisco hasnow overtaken

India backs
Myanmar junta’s
election plan

Says state-media; Delhi to

send teams to monitor polls
REUTERS

India will send teams to monitor a general election
in war-torn Myanmar that is scheduled to start in
December, Myanmar state media said yesterday,
as New Delhi signals support for a vote that has
already been derided by critics as a sham.

Myanmar’s military chiel Min Aung Hlaing
met with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization summit in China, a
rare international engagement for the general
who had largely been shunned by foreign leaders
since leading a coup in 2021.

Al

“At the meeting, they exchanged views on
measures to ensure peace and stability in the
border regions of both countries, trade promotion,
enhancement of friendship and cooperation,”
the state-run Global New Light of Myanmar
newspaper reported.

The military’s ouster of an elected government
led by Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi 4-1/2-years
ago, on a pretext of election fraud, triggered a
devastating civil war that has engulfed large parts
of the impoverished Southeast Asia nation.

Myanmar plans to hold the initial phase of the
first general election since the coup on December
28, as part of voting that a military-backed interim
administration is seeking to conduct in more than
300 constituencies nationwide, including areas
currently held by opposition armed groups.

In a statement on Sunday, India’s foreign
ministry said that Modi hoped the upcoming
elections in Myanmar would be “held in a fair and
inclusive manner involving all stakeholders”.

A day ecarlier, Min Aung Hlaing also met with
Chinese President Xi Jinping and the two leaders
discussed Beijing’s support for the preparations
for the polls, according to the Global New Light of
Myanmar.

The planned election would occur amid a raging
conflict that may make it difficult to conduct. During
a nationwide census last year to create voter rolls,
Myanmar’s military-backed authorities managed to
survey only 145 of the country’s 330 townships.

So far, nine parties have registered to contest
elections nationwide and 55 parties have signed
up at the provincial level, having secured approvals
from military-backed election authorities,
according to state media.

Chinese cluster now world’s
top innovation hotspot: UN

Beijing, Seoul and Shanghai-Suzhou
to grab the third place.

London has shot up from 21st to
eighth place, while Bengaluru has
likewise jumped from 56th place to 21st
on the back of venture capital deals.

“Innovation clusters form the
backbone of strong national
innovation ecosystems, helping to
anchor and strengthen the journey
from ideas to market,” said WIPO
chief Daren Tang. The recalibrated
rankings “highlight which clusters
are turning scientific research into
economic results”.

Overall, the change in methodology
has seen East Asian clusters drop
while US clusters have made gains.

The change boosted Indian
clusters, while those in the EU -
where the venture capital markets are
sometimes less vigorous than in the
US -- have tended to see a decline.
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Thailand’s largest opposition party yesterday failed to
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Paetongtarn’s Pheu Thai Party and the conservative
Bhumjaithai Party -- which abandoned her coalition
over the border row -- are both now courting the
People’s Party’s stronghold of 143 parliamentary seats.

But People’s Party spokesman Wacharasindhu told
reporters a summit to weigh their options yesterday
ended with no decision, and would resume today.
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Country’s stability
relies on timely polls

All parties should unite behind
Yunus’s stance on February elections

Chiel Adviser Muhammad Yunus’s firm re-commitment on
Sunday to holding the 13th national election in the first half
of February comes as a necessary anchor in Bangladesh’s
turbulent political landscape. His declaration that “there is no
alternative to election” provides both clarity and leadership,
and should serve as a guiding principle for all political actors
concerned. While the concerns of political groups such
as Jamaat-e-Islami and National Citizen Party (NCP) are
understandable in the broader context of reforms, their push
(o prioritise a constituent assembly election risks complicating
the planned transition to democracy.

There’s no denying that the path to a stable future for
Bangladesh runs directly through a timely and credible
clection. Any delay or detour—whether through calls for a
constituent assembly or other mechanisms—will only deepen
uncertainty. As Professor Yunus warned, “If anyone thinks of
any other alternative, that would be disastrous for the nation.”

For one thing, prolonged uncertainty is very damaging for
business. Investment decisions—from capital expenditure to
hiring—are often frozen when a country’s political trajectory is
unclear. This hesitation suppresses economic activity and stalls
growth. Data from the Bangladesh Bank illustrates the cost of
the present uncertainty: industrial term loan disbursement
in the January-March quarter of FY2024-25 fell to its lowest
point in seven quarters.

The strain on the private sector is further evident in credit
flow and import data. Private sector credit grew by only 6.49
percent in June, the weakest pace in at least three years. Such
sluggishness reflects entrepreneurs’ reluctance to commit
resources when stability is lacking. The opening of letters of
credit for capital machinery fell by a staggering 25 percent in
FY25, marking the second consecutive year of decline. These
figures reveal a dismal picture for domestic investment and
underscore how political paralysis is directly stifling the real
economy.

Foreign investors, who constantly weigh risks against
rewards, are equally cautious. Political uncertainty undermines
confidence, while a timely and free election would send a
powerful message that Bangladesh is returning to a predictable
environment. That said, recent data also offer some grounds
for optimism. FDI inflows have shown signs of a rebound, with
net inflows reaching $1.71 billion in FY25, an increase of nearly
20 percent from the previous year, after hitting a three-year
low in FY24 amid heated political conflict. It will be deeply
counterproductive if a political stalemate jeopardises this
fragile but important momentum.

The aspirations embodied in the July Charter and other
reform initiatives remain important, but the proper path to
meaningful, lasting change is through the establishment of a
new government with a clear mandate from the people. Then,
constitutional and institutional reforms can be pursued on a
solid foundation. So Professor Yunus has correctly identified
alternatives to a timely election as “disastrous”. All relevant
parties must set aside maximalist demands and unite behind
the commitment to the February polls, as the stability of
Bangladesh depends on it.

Rise in school dropout

rate concerning

Govt must take proper measures (0
reverse this situation

We are deeply concerned by the surge in the school dropout
rate after a steady decline over 14 years. According to the
Annual Primary School Statistics (APSS) 2024 released by
the Directorate of Primary Education (DPE), the primary
school dropout rate increased to 16.25 percent in 2024, up
from 13.15 percent in 2023. The report also revealed that
dropout rates tend to increase as students advance to higher
grades, indicating that many face escalating challenges as
they progress through the school education cycle. Another
concerning finding is that the dropout rate is high among boys,
which surged to 19.02 percent in 2024 from 14.12 percent in
2023, while the rate for girls rose slightly to 13.36 percent from
12.32 percent. The authorities need to address the root causes
of this sudden turnaround, otherwise we may lose the progress
made over years in boosting primary school enrolment and
reducing dropout rates.

In 2010, nearly four in 10 students reportedly failed to
complete the primary education cycle. Since then, Bangladesh
has made notable progress through measures such as free
textbook distribution, expanded stipend coverage, and mid-
day meals. By 2020, the rate fell to 17.02 percent from 39.8
percent in 2010, which further dropped to 13.15 percent in
2023, a remarkable improvement. However, political unrest
during and after the July uprising last year caused major
disruptions across the education sector, including schools
and colleges. The DPE report identified several other factors
behind the rise in dropout rates. It noted that rising inflation
and living costs may have eroded the real value of student
stipends, making education less affordable for many families.
Additionally, seasonal migration, household economic shocks,
and climate related hardships intensified these challenges,
particularly among the disadvantaged communities.

At a time when the country is expected to advance towards
universal education as well as achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals, we cannot afford to backtrack on our
hard-earned progress in this regard. We urge the government
to address the issue by taking targeted interventions, such as
introducing inflation-adjusted stipends, reviving the school
feeding programme, and providing students with free or
subsidised educational materials such as exercise books, pens,
and pencils. Experts believe that investing more in primary
education is crucial to keeping students in school and ensuring
quality education. We hope the government will act on these
suggestions properly.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Great Fire of London

On thisday in 1666, the Great Fire of London began accidentally
in the house of the king’s baker. It burned for four days and
destroyed a large part of the city, including Old St Paul’s
Cathedral and about 13,000 houses.

A stronger, fairer tax system

is the need of the hour

MACRO MIRROR

Dr Fahmida Khatun

is executive director at the Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD).

Views expressed in this article are the
author’s own.

FAHMIDA KHATUN

Bangladesh has persistently lagged
behind regional peers and in global
standards in terms of the tax-GDP
ratio. Indeed, the country’s tax-GDP
ratio remains among the lowest
in the region, with only marginal
improvement over the past decade.
According to a recent OECD report,
Bangladesh’s tax-GDP ratio was 7.2
percent in 2023, which was below the
Asia-Pacific average of 19.5 percent. In
FY2024, the ratio was 7.38 percent.

Understandably, a low tax-GDP
ratio has several implications for
the country’s economic growth and
social progress. First, it limits the
government’s fiscal space to invest in
infrastructure, social services, climate
resilience, and long-term development
priorities, which has repercussions in
various forms. Employment generation
has been low due to low investment.
Limited spending for social safety
nets and climate resilience measures
increases vulnerability of the poor and
low-income houscholds.

Second, it exacerbates inequalities
in the tax system. When a significant
number of high-income individuals
and profitable companies evade taxes,
the burden falls disproportionately on
lower-income groups. The government
relies on indirect taxes, such as value-
added tax (VAT), which are paid at the
same rate by everyone, irrespective
of their income. Since VAT is applied
on consumption, poor households
spend a relatively higher share of their
income on VAT compared to the higher
income groups as they spend a larger
share of their income on basic needs.

Third, Bangladesh’s access to trade-
related incentives and subsidies will
diminish following its graduation from
the Least Developed Country (LDC)
category in November 2026. This will
further constrain revenue sources
in the country. Several studies have
indicated that countries with low tax
compliance often face compounded
fiscal challenges during structural
transitions, including the cessation of
preferential trade benefits.

'To make revenue mobilisation more
efficient and improve the government’s
capacity to fund public services
and investment, some measures are
critically important. First, automation
and digitisation of tax administration
can enhance transparency, reduce
harassment by tax officials, and
make compliance easier. Adopting a
comprehensive electronic tax system
that integrates filing, payment, and
tracking processes will attract more
taxpayers. Such a system can also

facilitate cross-checking between the
National Board of Revenue (NBR) and
other agencies, such as the Bangladesh
Bank and the customs directorate.
This will minimise avenues for
underreporting and evasion.

Second, simplifying the tax
process is critical. Currently, the
multiplicity of taxes, rebates, and
sector-specific exemptions not only
complicates compliance but also
creates opportunities for selective
evasion. Streamlined tax structures
with clearly defined rates, reduced
exemptions, and targeted incentives
aligned with developmental priorities
can simultaneously enhance revenue

and promote investment. This is
particularly important in the context
of ILDC graduation, as the removal
of preferential access to the export
markets must be faced with higher
domestic revenue mobilisation efforts.

Third, broadening the tax base is
essential. In Bangladesh, a substantial
number of potential taxpayers
remains outside the formal system,
including high-income individuals,
small-scale entrepreneurs, and
emerging businesses in the digital
economy. Evidence [rom many
developing countries, such as India
and Indonesia, demonstrates that
integration of informal businesses
into the formal tax system, coupled
with  supportive measures such
as simplified tax regimes and
incentives for compliance, has helped
enhance revenue collection. NBR
should conduct targeted awareness
campaigns, incentives for voluntary
disclosure, and periodic compliance

audits to encourage businesses and
individuals to participate in the
formal tax system. Additionally,
leveraging third-party information,
such as financial institutions and
utility payments, can assist the NBR
in identifying unregistered taxpayers.
Addressing corporate tax evasion is
equally essential. NBR must focus on
monitoring high-risk sectors such as
banking, telecommunications, and
large-scale manufacturing to detect
and prevent sophisticated evasion
techniques.

Another important task is to reduce
informalincentives and tax exemptions
that disproportionately benefit certain
sectors. While these policies are often
intended to stimulate investment, they
have also led to substantial revenue
leakage. For instance, the textile sector,
a major contributor to the country’s
export earnings, enjoys multiple
exemptions and rebates under existing
policies. It is time to rationalise these
incentives. These should be time
bound and coupled with productivity-
oriented support for the genuine
cause, so that they can maintain

VISUAL: ANWAR SOHEL

competitiveness while broadening the
tax base. Similarly, exempting VAT on
goods and services should be carefully
calibrated to prevent misuse or
leakage. In Bangladesh, there are many
exemptions and special rates, which
are often granted due to lobbying by
powerful interest groups. As a result,
the effective VAT base is limited. Hence
the VAT system cannot capture the
full revenue potential. A recent CPD
study indicates that Bangladesh may
have lost around Tk 188,081 crore in
FY2023 due to such exemptions and
evasion in the VAT system.
Administrative capacity remains
a persistent bottleneck. The NBR is
under-resourced, understaffed, and
often criticised for inefliciency and
corruption. Building a skilled, merit-
based, and well-incentivised workforce
within the tax administration is
essential. Continuous training,
technological upskilling, and clear
careerincentiveswouldimprovemorale

and reduce rent-seeking behaviour.
Moreover, (axpayer services must be
improved to encourage voluntary
compliance. Lengthy bureaucratic
procedures, harassment, and lack
of grievance redress discourage
honest taxpayers and breed distrust.
Establishing taxpayer service centres,
strengthening e-filing, and creating
fair dispute resolution mechanisms
would help restore confidence in the
tax authority.

Improving taxpayers’ trust and
compliance is also critical. Behavioural
economics suggests that taxpayers
respond not only to enforcement but
also to perceptions of fairness and
efficiency in the tax system. Studies
show that countries that invest in
taxpayer services, education, and
grievance redress mechanisms achieve
higher compliance even without
drastic increases in audit intensity. In
Bangladesh, reports of harassment,
delays, and opaque procedures
discourage voluntary compliance.
Establishing a transparent and
responsive taxpayer service framework,
including digital communication
channels, prompt grievance resolution,
and public awareness campaigns, can
enhance trust and participation.

Transparent public consultations
and parliamentary oversight in tax
policy formulation can counterbalance
vested interests. Citizens are more
likely (o accept tax obligations
when they perceive that revenues
are used efficiently for public goods
and social development. Publishing
reports on tax expenditure, project
specific revenue use, and outcomes
can strengthen social accountability,
trust, and legitimacy. Input from think
tanks, professional bodies, and civil
society should also be institutionalised
to ensure that policy design is guided
by fairness and efliciency rather than
short-term expediency.

The role of political economy
cannot be ignored when improving
the tax system. Taxation in Bangladesh
has long been influenced by vested
interests that lobby for exemptions,
tax holidays, and amnesties. These
practices not only reduce revenue but
also erode public trust in fairness. Tax
amnesty has been used repeatedly,
allowing individuals (o legalise
undeclared wealth with minimal
penalty, thereby rewarding evaders
and discouraging honest taxpayers.
Moving forward, the government must
commit to phasing out discretionary
exemptions and amnesties. A uniform
application of tax laws can enhance
fairness and efficiency.

Bangladesh has already entered a
phase where concessional foreign aid
has begun to decline. At the same time,
its development needs have intensified.
This requires decisive action in
making the tax system fairer, more
efficient, and more progressive. Such
a tax system is not just an economic
imperative—it is the foundation of
democratic governance.

Faith-led messaging can mitigate
plastic pollution

Parvez Uddin Chowdhury
is a development worker and climate enthusiast.

PARVEZ UDDIN CHOWDHURY

Plastic pollution, particularly from
single-use items such as plastic
grocery bags and various food
packaging, persists despite ongoing
awareness campaigns and regulatory
efforts. In Dhaka city alone, we
generate around 646 tonnes of plastic
waste daily, much of which remains
unmanaged. In district and upazila
towns, markets and municipalities,
the problem is more severe.

We could not properly implement
the single-use plastic ban, mostly
due to the lack of alternatives in the
market. The National Action Plan
for Sustainable Plastic Management
remains elusive, and public awareness
is insufficient. Moreover, the lack of a
regular and effective waste collection
and management system continues to
worsen the problem in many places.

In fact, Bangladesh is among
the top 20 mismanaged plastic
waste-generating nations. A review,
published in the Lancet, warned that
plastics are a “grave, growing and
under-recognised danger” to both

human and planetary health, causing
at least $1.5 trillion global health-
related damage, a year. Current
global plastic productionis about 450
million tonnes annually and only nine
percent of plastic waste is recycled;
the rest mostly goes to landfills and
oceans.

Last month, the United Nations
plastic treaty talks in Geneva failed
again as representatives from over 183
countries could not reach a consensus
towards a legally binding agreement
to tackle plastic pollution.

However, the solution to plastic
pollution is nuanced because plastic,
due (o its versatility, durability, and
low cost, has improved modern daily
lives in numerous ways. Therefore,
stopping plastic pollution cannot be
the solution per se; rather, the focus
should be on the management of
plastic waste.

For example, single-use plastics,
such as thin grocery bags, wrappers,
and disposable containers, are often
used for a short time. They have no

post-consumer value and hence are
difficult to integrate into circular
plastic waste management systems.
These items often end up in rivers and
oceans, polluting the environment.
On the other hand, plastic items
with post-consumer value are mostly
collected and recycled.

Therefore, the challenge is to bring
about public behavioural change by
making people aware of the pollution
caused by single-use plasticitems. This
calls for consistent messaging, social
influence,and a comprehensive, multi-
stakeholder approach and, ultimately,
the personal commitment of every
citizen. Media continue to publish
and broadcast reports addressing
this issue; national and international
NGOs are also actively conducting
research and running awareness
campaigns to increase plastic literacy
and promote sustainable practices.
Yet, a meaningful shift in people’s
behaviour seems like a distant goal.

In this context, the Environment,
Forest and Climate Change Adviser
Syeda Rizwana Hasan called upon
religious scholars to leverage their
influence in raising public awareness
about noise and plastic pollution.
Community-based solutions are often
inherently sustainable and effective
ways Lo bring about change. We have
over 300,000 mosques in Bangladesh.
FEach one occupies a central place in
community life. People gather in large
numbers for weekly congregational

or Jumma prayer. Within Islamic
teachings, there are many Quranic
references and prophetic teachings on
cleanliness, khalifah or stewardship
of the Earth, and the responsibility
to protect the environment. If our
imams and faith leaders dedicate
a few minutes during every weekly
congregation sermon or other
religious gatherings to speak about
the public health and environmental
concerns caused by plastic pollution,
they can inspire behavioural change
at the grassroots level.

To save the environment around
us and for healthy living, we cannot
overlook problems such as plastic and
pollution. Neither can we wait for the
world to reach a consensus to end
plastic pollution. While inadequate
waste management capacity across
the country is one of the biggest
challenges, with the responsibility
lying mostly with government and
non-government entities, the general
public can also play a part here.
Effective public awareness can largely
mitigate this crisis. For example,
people can be encouraged to reduce
the use of thin plastic polythene bags
by carrying reusable ones and being
cautious about discarding plastic
waste irresponsibly. Blaming others
for plastic production and waste
generation will never solve the current
problem.  Education,  awareness,
personal commitment and collective
efforts will do.
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Where do Indigenous peoples belong

in the new Bangladesh?

Syeda Shagufe Hossain
is a Canada-based Bangladeshi rights
advocate.

SYEDA SHAGUFE HOSSAIN

Just over a year after the historic July
uprising that once again split Bangladesh
into a before-and-after timeline, the country
finds itself at a critical juncture where we
ask ourselves, “Who are we?” This search for
identity in a new Bangladesh feels urgent. Yet,
in this national reimagining, another pressing
question remains: whose histories will be
remembered, and whose will be erased?

I was reminded of this tension while
facilitating a session organised by Supporting
People and Rebuilding Communities
(SPaRC), where 24 youth from 16 Indigenous
communities came together to explore
questions of culture, belonging, and power.
The experience forced me to confront the
privileges of my own identity as a Bangalee
Muslim woman that merits its own deeper
delve, but maybe another time.

What stayed with me from that day and
what I want to reflect on today is a moment
that cut through the abstractions of dialogue
and made the stakes of belonging painfully
real—one that asks that I approach this topic
with as much humility as I can muster, given
the privilege I hold in relation to the identities
[ am about to discuss.

In one of the exercises, where participants
were asked to present what culture is “ours”
and what is “theirs,” a young Oraon man
made the claim that nakshi kantha—the
iconic embroidered quilt so often celebrated
as “quintessentially Bangalee”—is indigenous
to their community. Whether historically
accurate or not, his assertion made me reflect
on how the cultural fabric of Bangladesh
is not uniform but rather stitched together
from multiple threads, some of which have
been systematically denied, an erasure that
can be both cultural and material. Later that

L

To deny Indigenous peoples the right to their own language, culture, freedom, and dignity would be to betray the foundation of the nation.
FILE PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

night, Coke Studio Bangla released its now
controversial song Baaji, further deepening
my discomfort as discussions on cultural
appropriation, tokenism, and the politics
of representation emerged within activist
communities.

The Oraon, Chakma, Marma, Santal, Garo,
Mro, Bawm, and other Indigenous peoples
carry histories older than this state. Their
languages, rituals, and oral traditions have
survived in the hills and plains, but in our
national imagination, they are often rendered
invisible, or reduced to a choreographed
view comprising embroidery motifs, staged

dances, or smiling faces in the tourism
brochures. Culture becomes consumable for
the masses while the real people disappear.
The violence on lands and bodies is mirrored
by the violence of forgetting.

According to a report published in The
Daily Star, which quoted the Kapaeeng
Foundation’s 2025 report, 295 individuals
were impacted by 15 land-related incidents
during the first seven months of this year.

wi

These incidents included a wide range of
violations—from attempted land seizures
and expansion of security camps to the
occupation of 130 acres of Jhum and fruit
plantations belonging to 39 f[amilies, and
even the seizure of a Buddhist temple site
following the felling of 300 trees. In the Hill
Tracts, over 27 years after the Peace Accord,
militarisation continues, and promises of
land restitution remain unfulfilled. In 2024,
the Parbatya Chattagram Jana Samhati
Samiti (PCJSS) documented over 200 human
rights violations in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
affecting 6,055 Jumma people, including

21 deaths, 119 houses and shops burned
or looted, and 2,314 acres of land forcibly
occupied, confirming that dispossession and
violence remain disturbingly routine.

And as usual, women with Indigenous
identities bear the brunt of this systemic
aggression—through rape, intimidation, and
targeted attacks that are rarely addressed.
Even documentation or media coverage
remains fraught and inadequate. According

to a report published on Cornell University’s
journal Arxiv, among the 4,893 Indigenous-
related news articles surveyed, 57 percent
carried a negative tone—almost double that
of non-Indigenous coverage—while social
rights issues like education, health, and land
justice were virtually ignored.

Against this backdrop, the
#BawmlLivesMatter movement is important
because it is one that makes visible what
is usually invisible. Indigenous youth
took to social media after more than 100
Bawm civilians were arbitrarily detained in
counterinsurgency operations against the

Kuki-Chin National Front (KNF), as reported
by Amnesty International. Latest reports say
many of the detainees, including women and
children, remain under arrest for over 500
days and counting. Their prolonged detention
constitutes a disproportionately harsh
and unjust response, targeting an entire
community for the activities conducted by a
small group.

Official documents continue to label
Indigenous peoples as “ethnic minorities,”
thereby denying them rootedness and
legitimacy. This denial is systemised.
Indigenous languages disappear under the
weight of Bangalee (and western) dominance;
oral histories fade without institutional
support; school curricula erase the stories of
Indigenous resistance. What remains is often
appropriated and repackaged within the
national narrative to fit the sensitivities of the
majority.

So, going back to my uncomfortable
moment of reflection when I listened to the
young Oraon man claim the nakshi kantha
as theirs. Maybe his claim wasn’t so much
an attempt at reclaiming ownership, but an
act of resistance against the machinery of
cultural appropriation. Maybe it was meant
to serve as a reminder that promises of equity
have repeatedly excluded Indigenous peoples.
That their homes were seized, their practices
commodified without credit, and their
demands for self-determination dismissed
as threats. Maybe it was a way of insisting
that their histories and identities, too often
invisible, cannot simply be highlighted when
convenient and ignored when inconvenient.

So, where do they fit in the changing
narrative of a new Bangladesh?

Bangladesh was born out of a struggle
for the right to one’s own language, culture,
freedom, and dignity. To deny Indigenous
peoples any of these rights would be to
betray the foundation of the nation. If a
new Bangladesh is to emerge—one that
is whole, not fractured—it must honour
Indigenous belonging. That means proper
land restitution, accountability for violence,
and respect for Indigenous rights and
identities. Otherwise, the story of this nation
will remain incomplete.

Hope and despair cloud the prospect
of February polls

Sabir Mustafa

is former head of BBC Bangla and former managing
editor of VOA Bangla. He can be reached at sabir.
mustafa@gmail.com.

SABIR MUSTAFA

Bangladesh appears to be getting pulled in
opposite directions by two political currents,
creating a contradictory mood about the
immediate future of the country. At the
centre of this apparent tug of war is the
timing as well as purpose of the next election.
The source of one of the currents is the
optimism generated by the announcement
of a February date for the election, with the
Election Commission recently unveiling
a “roadmap” to finish all preparations
beforchand. With the polls less than six
months away, a lot of people are hopeful
that the uncertainty that has hung over the
country for the past year or so will dissipate
once an elected government assumes power.
The other, pessimistic current derives its
strength from the apprehension that a chain
of events may be unleashed to derail the
election or make it so controversial as to ignite
yet another period of chaos and agitation.
Such apprehensions are just as legitimate as
the reasons for optimism, as they are rooted
in the behaviour and pronouncements of
some key political players. These raise doubts
about the interim government’s ability to
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stick to its declared timetable.

Even though about 50 parties are currently
registered with the Election Commission
(with 147 more having applied for registration
ahead of the upcoming polls), in reality, the
opinion of no more than three or four parties
matter to any great extent. These parties are
engaged in a battle of wills, each seeking to
shape the election to their advantage, thus
contributing to the ebb and flow of the
contradictory currents.

The biggest of these parties, of course, is
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). It
has always been vocal about elections under
a neutral, caretaker government, for which
their leaders and workers suffered enormous
repression for over a decade. They appear
most keen among the major players to ensure
that the election takes place in February, but
they are also acutely aware of the obstacles
ahead.

“We have extended all cooperation to the
government, did not create any obstacles
anywhere,” BNP leader Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir told a meeting at the National Press
Club on August 27. “Unfortunately, some

political circles today are purposefully raising
some new demands in an attempt to hamper
the elections... They are raising such demands
with which the people of the country are not
familiar.”

It is not difficult to figure out which
political circles or demands Mirza Fakhrul
was talking about. In recent weeks, two other
major political forces have been increasingly
vocal about what they see as the inadequacies
of an election in February: Jamaat-e-Islami
and the National Citizen Party (NCP).

There is no doubt that Jamaat has
emerged as a key player in post-Sheikh Hasina
Bangladesh. It has been one of the major
beneficiaries of the anti-Hasina movement’s
success. In principle, Jamaat does not seem
to have anything against a February date for
polls. In fact, its leaders were among the first
to suggest a “pre-Ramadan” election. But
lately, their public uttering has cast doubt
about their sincerity. During a major rally in
Dhaka on July 19, Jamaat tabled a list of seven
demands, which were headed by a call for the
next election to be held under a proportional
representation (PR) system—something the
BNP flatly refuses to support. Jamaat also
wants implementation of reforms before the
polls.

It is not clear whether Jamaat would
boycott the polls if they are not held under
a PR system, but they have created enough
uncertainty about their intentions by
threatening a “movement” if their demands
are not met.

The NCP, which was formed by student
leaders who were at the forefront of last year’s
movement against Hasina, has gone a few

steps further in creating uncertainty about
the elections. At various times, NCP leaders
have demanded that the next election be
held to elect a constituent assembly, whose
role would be to draw up a new constitution.
This raises many questions. The demand for a
constituent assembly could be seen as a tactic
to prolong the lifetime of the current interim
regime. In the unlikely event that the election
isindeed held to elect a constituent assembly,
Prof Muhammad Yunus and his council of
advisers would likely remain in charge until
a new constitution is promulgated and the
election is held under the provisions of that
constitution to elect a new parliament and
government.

No other party supports, at least publicly,
such a demand. But the NCP’s apparently
belligerent position increases pressure on the
Yunus government. Although NCP’s support
among the population is still unknown
and untested, their influence in the interim
government and in the wider political scene
cannot be overestimated. The NCP, which
can’tshake off the “King’s Party” label, believes
that the July Charter—which is basically a
list of the major reform proposals that have
been agreed upon during deliberations by the
National Consensus Commission—should be
given “legal basis” before any election.

Most recently, the party has suggested
holding simultaneous polls for the parliament
and a constituent assembly, after granting
“legal basis” to the July Charter. “If this task
can be completed by February, we are ready
for elections in February,” NCP leader Nahid
Islam told reporters at Dhaka airport on
August 27. This leaves their intention about

the election shrouded in a smoke of doubt.
The NCP evidently does not want the fate of
constitutional reforms to be left to an elected
parliament. They want the July Charter to be
the basis for a new constitution, which cannot
even be challenged in a court of law. That in
itself is likely to sow the seeds of future unrest.

For its part, the BNP has made it clear
that it has no problem with the interim
regime implementing legal reforms through
ordinances, but all reforms requiring
amendment to the constitution should be
left to the elected national assembly. They see
the demands for a PR system or elections for
a constituent assembly as mere manoeuvres.
“Demanding PR or a constituent assembly
is a political tactic, and these statements are
aimed at stirring up the field,” senior BNP
leader Salahuddin Ahmed told reporters on
August 26.

The question now is, to what end are these
demands being made? And how likely are
they to push back the date for the election?

Any deviation from the February deadline
would serve to prolong the life of the interim
regime. This may please a section within
the government and their allies, but further
delays to holding the election would breed
the same kind of frustration that the nation
observed once Sheikh Hasina abolished the
caretaker system in 2011. It is important for
Prof Yunus to understand that his task at
this critical juncture is to hold a free and fair
election in February, and peacefully transfer
power to the elected government. The task
of implementing reforms is best left in the
hands of the elected representatives, and not
to commissions he appointed.
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
Noakhali 250 bed District Hospital, Noakhali
E-mail- Noakhali@hospi.dghs.gov.bd

Ref No.NGH/2025-26/e-GP Noticey 14020 Date: 01/09/2025

e-Tender Notice

This is an online Tender, where only e-Tenders will h-e alxaptad in e-GP Portal and no offline/ Hard copies will be accepted. To
submit e-tender, please register on e-GP system porta , for more detalls, please contract support
desk contract numbers. e-Tender are invited in e-GP sysl:em portal by Superintendent Noakhall 250 bed
District Hospital, Noakhali for the Procurement of;

Tender Mame of Goods Tender/Proposa | Tender/Proposal Tender/Proposal
1d 1 Publication Last Selling Closing/Opening
Date and Time Date & Time Date & Time
1144795 PROCUREMENT OF NOMN EDCL MEDICINE 02-Sep-2025 29-Sep-2025 0-Sep-2025

(TABLET, CAPSULE, OINTMENT & SOLUTION) 10:00 16:00 14:00
FY : 2025-2026
1146470 | PROCUREMENT OF NOM EDCL MEDICINE 02-Sep-2025 259-Sep-2025 30-Sep-2025
(INJECTION, SYRUP) 10:00 16:00 14:00

FY : 2025-2026

1146478 | PROCUREMENT OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENT 02-5ep-2025 29-Sep-2025 30-Sep-2025
FY : 2025-2026 10:0% 16:00 14:00

1146482 | PROCUREMENT OF LINEN ITEMS 02-5ep-2025 29-Sep-2025 30-Sep-2025
FY 2025-2026 10:00 16:00 14:10

1146483 | PROCUREMENT OF GAUZE, BANDAGE, COTTON 02-Sep-2025 29-Sep-2025 30-Sep-2025
FY : 2025-2026 10:15 16:00 14:00

1146484 | PROCUREMENT OF CHEMICAL RE-AGENT 02-Sep-2025 29-Sep-2025 30-Sep-2025
FY 2025-2026 10:15 16:00 14:15

1146557 | PROCUBEMENT OF FURNITURE 02-Sep-2025 29-Sep-2025 30-Sep-2025
FY 2025-2026 10:20 16:00 14:20

1146567 | PROCUREMENT OF RASAYONIK DROBBADI 02-5ep-2025 29-Sep-2025 30-Sep-2025
FY: 2025-2026 10:28 16:00 14:30

< e-Tender details can be downloaded on &-GP systern portal (hitps:Swwew.sprocure. gov.bd) for pursuer,

+ e-Tender will be accepted only as stated In above list; accepted tenders will be opened online immediate as stated in above list.

@uﬂ Loy

Moahammad Farid Uddin Chowdhury
Superintendent

GD-1919 Moakhali 250 Bed District Hospltal, Noakhall

Chief Adviser's Office
Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Authority
Jashore Export Processing Zone Project
BEPZA Complex
House-19/D, Road-06, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205.

e-Tender Notice (04/2025-26)
Reference No. 03.06.4104.325.14.102.24-04

BEPZA

Date: 27 August 2025.

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (www.eprocure.gov.bd) under Development
Budget of Jashore Export Processing Zone Project, BEPZA,

Document Last Closing & L
Tender N Package Publication Selling/ |
Sl ID Description of Works No. Date Downloading OpcI::l-'lr" Date ,
Date and Time . i |
Construction of  06-Storied |
r 7 Sep 2025 7 Oct 2025 8 Oect 2025 |
1 1145347 | Officers Dormitory Building at 1 JEPZ W-13 P 4 e
Jashore EPZ Project | 15:00 17:00 14:00 |
Construction of  06-Storied |
7 Sep 2025 7 Oct 2025 ot 20
2 | 1145351 | Security Barrack for Jashore | JEPZ W-13 i = koo
EPZ Project 15:00 17:00 14:00
Construction of 06-Storied 75 20258 7 )
| 3 1145355 | Ansar Barrack for Jashore EPZ | JEPZ W-16 it e 2023 SO0
| Project 15:00 17:00 14:00

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal
{(www eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the e-Tender Document from the National
e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any registered Bank's Branches. Further
information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk
(helpdeski@ eporcure.gov.bd). ],{

s ‘1-

Vi

(MD. YOUSUF PASHA)
Project Director
Jashore Export Processing Zone Project
Phone: +8802-41060425
GD-1920 Email: pdjepz@bepza.gov.bd

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Project Director
“Construction of New Food Godowns with ancillary facilities
in different strategic locations across the country” Project
Directorate General of Food
16 Abdul Goni Road, Dhaka-1000.

www.dgfood.gov.bd
Corrigendum No. : 01

Memo No-13.01.0000.366.38.065.25-1962 Date: 01-09-2025

Subject: Supply and Installation of Mechanical Ventilator for New Food Godowns at Different Districts of Bangladesh
with Given Technical Specification for the Project of “Construction of New Food Godowns with ancillary

facilities in different strategic locations across the country” under Directorate General of Food.
IFT Reference No. : 13.01.0000.366.38.065.25-1926, Date : 12-08-2025

The undersigned is directed to carry out the following amendments against subject mentioned in Tender Notice (IFT)/Tender
Documents :

ITT Clause
No.(TDS)/IFT

Provision as per Existing Tender

Notice (IFT)/Tender Documents
The minimum number of years of general experience of the | The minimum number of years of general experience of the
Tenderer as Mechanical Ventilation manufacturing and/or | Tenderer as Mechanical Ventilation manufacturing and/or
ITT 14.1(g) | installing in the supply of Similar equipment & Goods and | installing in the supply of Similar equipment & Goods and
related services as Supplier shall be 10(Ten) years. related services as Supplier shall be 10(Ten) years in
Govt./Semi-Govt./Autonomous body,

The tenderer must have experience for successful supply | The tenderer must have experience for successful supply and
and installation of Mechanical Ventilations valuing at least | installation of Mechanical Ventilations/ Godowns Related
Tk. 2700 (Two Thousand Seven Hundred) Lac each for | Equipment's valuing at least Tk. 2700 (Two Thousand Seven
ITT 14.10) | minimum two (2) contracts within last five years, i.e. years | Hundred) Lac each for minimum two (2) contracts within last
counting backward from the date of opening tender, five years, i.e. years counting backward from the date of
publication of IFT in the newspaper.

Mechanical Ventilation supply/ Installation Completion | Mechanical Ventilation/’ Godowns Related Equipment's
ITT2LI(H4)| Centificate. supply/ Installation Completion Certificate.

The Tender Last Selling Date and Time : 10-09-2025 at | The Tender Last Selling Date and Time : 17-09-2025 at 5:00

Amended Provision

The deadline for submission of Tenders is : 11-09-2025 at | The deadline for submission of Tenders is ; 18-09-2025 at
IFT SL No-16| 12:00 PM 12:00 PM

The Tender opening Date & Time : 11-09-2025 at 12:30 | The Tender opening Date & Time : 18-09-2025 at 12:30 PM

IFT 5L No-17| pag

o) 0‘92«5

Mohd. Aminul Islam
Project Director
Tel: +880 2-41050154
GD-1917 e-Mail : pdenfgi@dgfood.gov.bd

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Upazila Health & Family Planning Officer

Companiganj Upazila Health Complex, Sylhet
Email: companyganj@uhfpo.dghs.gov.bd

Ref No: UHCCS/Tender/2025-26/485

Date:31-08-2025

e-Tender Notice

This is an online Tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in e-GP Portal and no offline/ Hard copies will
be accepted. To submit e-tender, please register on e-GP system portal (https:/www.eprocure.gov.bd), For
more details, please contract support desk contract numbers.

e-Tender are invited in e-GP system portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) by DR. MD. ARIFUR RAHMAN
NAYAN, UH&FPO, Upazila Health Complex, Companiganj, Sylhet. for the Procurement of;

Tender Tender/Proposal Last Tender/Proposal
1d Name of Goods Selling Closing/Opening
Date & Time Date & Time
Procurement of Medicine for the F.Y.
1145689 | 5025-2026 at Upazila Health Complex 15-Sep-2025 10:00 15-Sep-2025 14:00
Companiganj, Sylhet.
1145690 Procurement of Medical Equipment for 15-8ep-2025 10:00 15-Sep-2025 14:00

the F.Y. 2025-2026 at Upazila Health
Complex Companiganj, Sylhet.
Procurement of Gauze Bandage &
1145691 | Cotton for the F.Y. 2025-2026 at
Upazila Health Complex Companiganj,
Sylhet.

Procurement of Linen for the F.Y.

15-Sep-2025 10:00
15-Sep-2025 14:00

15-Sep-2025 10:00

1145692 | 5025.2026 at Upazila Health Complex 15-5ep-2025 14:00
Companiganj, Sylhet
Procurement of Chemical Re-agent for 15-Sep-2025 10:00 )

1145693 | e F.y. 2025-2026 at Upazila Health 15-Sep-2025 14:00
Complex Companiganj, Sylhet.

1145694 Procurement of Furniture for the F.Y. 15-8ep-2025 10:00 15-Sep-2025 14:00

2025-2026 at Upazila Health Complex
Companiganj, Sylhe

e-Tender details can be downloaded on e-GP system portal (https://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for pursuer. e-
Tender will be accepted only as stated in above list; accepted tenders will be opened online immediate as stated
in above list.

(DR. MD. ARIFUR RAHMAN NAYAN)

Upazila Health & Family Planning Officer
GD-1914 Companiganj, Sylhet.

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Project Director
Food Safety Testing Capacity Development Project (FSTCDP)
Bangladesh Food Safety Authority
BSL Office complex (Building-2)
119, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1000

Request for Expression of Interest (REol)

I Ministry ¢ | Ministry of Food

2 Agency : | Bangladesh Food Safety Authority (BFSA)

i Mame of Procuring Entity | Project Director, Food Safety Testing Capacity Development Project (FSTCDP)
4

5

Procuring Entity District t | Dhakn

Consultancy Services for Detail Design, Tender Assistance, Construction Supervision, and
Technical Assistance Consultant (PS-1)

13.02.0000.001.000.07.0007.25-13  Date: 01/09/2025

Expression of Interest for
Selectionof

6 EOI Ref, Mo, & Date
Key Information:

7 Procurement Method Quality and Cost Based Selection (QUBS), Intemational
8 | Budget and Source o ufl ‘unds | ¢ | GoB & JICA

9 Project/Program Name Food Safety Testing Capacity Development Project (FSTCDP)
10| EOI Closing Date and time 30/09/2025; 02.00 pm

11| EOI Opening Date and time 30/09/2025; 02.30 pm

Information for Applicant: The delm]ed information is given below-

12 |1. The Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh has received a loan from Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
toward the cost of Food Safety Testing Capacity Development Project (FSTCDP) (“the Project™) and inlends to apply part of the
procesds of the loan towards payments under the contract for consulting services for Design, Supervision, and Technical Assistance
Consultant.

. The objective of the Project is to improve the food safety testing capacity of Bangladesh Food Safety Authority (BFSA) throughout
Bangladesh by establishing one (01) food safety reference laboratory in Dhaka & two (02) divisional laboratories in Chattogram and
Khulna, along with office building, training building and providing necessary capacity development. The Project thereby contributes
to promoting the food processing industry, diversification and high value-adding of the industry, and prevention of discascs caused by
unsafe food.

3. A consultancy firm will be selected through Quality and Cost Based Selection {QUBS), International, in accordance with the Guidelines

for the Employment of Consultants under Japanese ODA Loans, October 2023 and the Terms of Reference (ToR)

4. The scope of services of the consulting services will include detailed design and tender preparation, utility relocation support,
stakeholder coordination, implementation of safeguard plans, construction and laboratory equipment installation & commissioning
supervision. The scope also covers technical support for future project proposals, institutional development, capacity building for
laboratory staff and management (including 150 17025), gender mainstreaming, and public relations. Applicants must demonstrate a
clear understanding of the full scope and responsibilities of the assignment.

5. The consultancy firm will be engaged for a period of 94 months. The consultant engagement will comprise o total of 400 person-months
for international experts and 1,350 person-months for local experts.,

6. FSTCDP now invites eligible consultancy firms (“Consultants™) to indicate their interest in providing the Services. Interested
Consultants should provide information demonsirating that they have the required qualifications and relevant experiences to perform
the Services.

i)  The consultant must have a minimum of 10 (ten) vears of gencral experience in the field of design/supervision/capacity
development

ii) The consultant must have successfully completed, within the last fifteen (15) vears, relevant projects in countries other than its
country of registration, involving one or more of the following components: design, tender assistance, and construction
supervision of laboratory buildings (including office facilities); installation supervision of laboratory equipment; and faboratory
capacity development related to chemical, microbiology, molecular, or food testing laboratories.

i) The consultant must have successiully completed overseas assignment(s) within the last fifteen (15) years that included all of
the following components; (1) construction supervision of laboratory buildings, including office facilities; (2) installation
supervision for laboratory instruments and svstemns: and (3) laboratory capacity development, with a total aggregated value
exceeding USD 10,000,000 (ten million) only

iv) The consultant must demonstrate expenience in delivering consultancy services for projects with a minimum contract value of
USD 3,000,000 (three million) only, funded by JICA/ the World Bank/ ADB, or ather international development pariners,
imrespective of the sector

v)  The consultant must demonstrate a minimum liquid asset or working capital or credit facility of USD 2,000,000 (two million)
only or its equivalent in other currencies. A Line of Credit, in the format specified in Form-4, may be submitted to demonstraie
the required liquid assets.

vi} The consultant must demonstrate 2 minimum average annual tumover of USD 3,000,000 (three million) only or its equivalent in
other currencies, over the last three (3) vears supported by annual sudin reportis).

vii} The consultant must have an organizational workforce of mare than 100 {one hundred) employees.

viii) The Consultant must submit valid business registration documents issued by the competent authority of their country of
registration (e.g., Certificate of Incorporation or Business Registration, tax identification, or trade license). In the case of
participation as a Joint Yenture (IV), the consuliant must submit a JV agreement or letter of intent.

ix) The consultant must complete and submit the following standard Expression of Interest (Eol) forms: (2) Form-1. Submission
Letter for Expression of Interest; (b) Form-2: Company Profile and Registration Certificate; (¢) Form-3: Financial Situation and
Capabilities; (d) Form-4: Letier of Commitment for Bank’s Undertaking for Line of Credit; and {e) Form-3a & 5b: Company’s
Relevant Experience.

Consulants may associate with other finms as a joint venture or sub-consultancy. For joint ventures, a signed JV agreement or letter of intent
and Power of Attomey from all members must be submitted. All JV partners shall be jointly and severally liable for the contract, if selected.
The Consultant shall submit documentary evidence to demonstrate compliance with the qualification requirements such as: general experience
(6.0), specific experience (6.0, 6.i1, 6.dv), lguid assets (6.v), average annual umover (6.vi), organizational workforce (6.vil), and valid
business registration (6.viii), In the case of a Joint Venture (JV), cach member must individually meet the requirements for general experience
(6.0) and business registration (6.vii), For the remaining critenia—specific expenence (6.1, 6.1, 6.0v), liquid assets (6.v), average annual
tumover (6.vi), and organizational workforce (6.vii}—the combined qualifications of the JV members will be considered for meeting the
requirements,

[

General experience and specific experience for items (i), (ii), {iii), and (iv) under paragraph 06 shall be counted retrospectively from the
date of REol publication.
13 | Other Interested consultants are requested 1o obtain Form-1, Form-2, Form-3, Form-4, Form-5a, Form-5b and drafl terms of reference

Dretails {ToR) from the FSTCDP, Bangladesh Food Safety Authority at the address below during office hours (9:00 am. to 5:00 pm), or
download them from the website (www bisa gov bd).

Expression of interest shall have to be submitted by September 30, 2025 up to 2:00 pm, in sealed envelope to the office Food
Safety Testing Capacity Development Project (FSTCDP), Bangladesh Food Safety Authority, BSL Office complex (Building-
2), Room Mo-520 (Level-5), 119, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1000). Hard copy of Eol is required (1 original & 2 copies).
The consultunt is advised (o provide a soft copy of the Eol on a pen drive.

Eol applications must be in English. Supporting documents in other languages must include accurate English translations, which
shall prevail for interpretation purposes.

Procuring Entity Details:
14 | Name of the Official Inviting EOI

Zakia Afroz

15 | Designation of Official Inviting EOI
16 | Address of the Official Inviting EOI

Project Director ( Addinonal Secretary)
Food Safety Testing Capacity Development Project (FSTCDP)
Bdnglndu.h Food Safety f\ul]mrily (L ::u_l 5 Room nn—“?ﬂ}

Tcl HR[’IZS‘IU{]]ZE, Muob: 4BEH1TI.| 33t78|
E-mail: pd.fstedpiamofood.gov.bd or procurement. fstedpla bfsa.gov.bd

The Procuring Entity (PE) reserves the vight to accept or reject any or all Eol without assigning any reason whatsoever.

17 | Contact Details of Official Inviting EOI

Signed/-

(Znkin Afroz)

GD-1915 Project Director { Additional Secretary)
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Srijit Mukherji brings
Sarat Chandra’s
‘Pather Dabi’ to

screen with ‘Emperor
vs Sarat Chandra’

West Bengal director Srijit Mukherji has
announced Emperor vs Sarat Chandra, a new
= [ilm inspired by Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay
and his iconic novel Pather Dabi. The project
coincides with the novel’s centenary in August
2026. First published on August 31, 1926, the
book intensified anti-British sentiment and

was banned the following year.

The film will explore the political climate
of that period, the banning of Pather Dabi,
and figures such as Rabindranath Tagore and
Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das. Produced jointly
by SVF and DAG Creative Media, shooting begins
in November, with a release set for May 1, 2026.

WHAT’S THE HAPS?

Comic series
‘Hitman’ to
feature Niloy
and Heme

Popular actor Niloy Alamgir and
actress Heme will be seen together in
the upcoming drama Hitman. The
project is inspired by a new comic
series of the same name, where Niloy
takes on the lead role and Heme
portrays Sohani, the cartoonist
behind the character.

The story follows Rakib (Niloy),
who, on his way to a job interview,
finds himself entangled in a street
altercation.  Sohani, stuck in
traffic, notices his fiery outburst,
photographs him, and later casts him
as the central figure of her comic.

Produced by Rangon

Upon her return from the United States, actress
and dancer Parsa Evana brought back more than
just fond memories of a lovely holiday with her mother.
She also gained valuable training in both acting and dance.
The actress participated in a course at The Freeman Studio,
a highly regarded acting school in the US known for its focus
on “proper technique and camera performance.” She enrolled
in the intensive eight-week programme, which helped polish
her craft.
“After the short selection, I was called for the online
interview, where they liked my performance and invited me
to join the course. I've never had formal training in acting,
so Iwanted to fully immerse myself in the craft. Apart from
that, I also took a dance course, where I learnt more about
hip-hop, modern, and contemporary dance.”

“I am looking forward to Blender’s Choice-The

Daily Star OTT & Digital Content Awards 2024,
as I will be performing with Mofassal Alif and
team, and we will do the opening performance.
I am very excited and looking forward to it.”

Entertainment and directed by Tariq
Mohammad Hasan, the drama will
soon premiere on the company’s

YouTube channel.

A gold medallist in Bharat Natyam and champion of

Shera Nachiye (2014), Parsa shares that dance is the art
form through which she best expresses her emotions. “For
me, dance is the ultimate stress reliever. My mother also
wants me to continue dancing.”

For the first time, the young artiste will perform at the
Blender’s Choice-The Daily Star OTT & Digital Content
Awards. She expressed her excitement, saying, “This year
I performed at the CJFB Awards, which marked my first
performance at any award ceremony. I am looking forward
to Blender’s Choice-The Daily Star OTT & Digital Content
Awards 2024, as I will be performing with Mofassal Alif and
team, and we will do the opening performance. I am very
excited and looking forward to it.”

She has been active on social media, sharing posts and
dance videos, where fans often ask her when she will be returning
to acting. “This comment really makes me sad, as I feel blessed that
the audience has showered me with so much love. “The problem is,
I often get roles I have already done. I keep looking for variations,
which sadly I don’t get. I won’t work until I get roles that my
audience will truly appreciate,” she concludes.”

PHOTO: SHEIKH MEHEDI MORSHED

‘DUSHASHON’

Based on Narayan Gangopadhyay’s short stories
Dushashon and Pushkara, this play explores
the timeless clash between myth and history,
oppression and resistance, belief and disbelief.
With a blend of music, choreography, and layered
psychological conflict, director Progga Chanda
crafts a performance that promises both intensity

and hope.

Date: Wednesday | September 3, 2025

Time: 7pm onwards

Venue: Experimental Theatre Hall, Bangladesh

Shilpakala Academy

NEWS

BNP pledges cooperation with govt

FROM PAGE 14
repeatedly to restore democracy.
Many attempts were made (o
destroy the BNP. But with the ideals
of Ziaur Rahman and Khaleda Zia,
BNP has risen like the phoenix.”

Fakhrul added that if the party
comes to power with public support,
it will bring political change under
the leadership of BNP acting
chairperson Tarique Rahman, and
ensure economic growth to take the
country forward.

Highlighting Ziaur Rahman’s
role, the BNP leader said, “The main

ideology of Bangladesh Nationalist
Party is Bangladeshi nationalism,
which brought significant changes in
the country’s politics.

“In a short time, Ziaur Rahman
brought qualitative changes. He
ensured the freedom of the media,
the basic rights of the people, and
the independence of the judiciary.
At the same time, he introduced the
free-market economy, as a result of
which the country’s economy saw a
big change.”

In another development, BNP
yesterday announced a voluntary

Will create on-campus job

FROM PAGE 14

however, that given DU’s historic role
in anti-fascist movements, Ducsu
could set the tone for democratic
practices.

If elected, Abidul said his top
priority would be to make DU a
fully residential university. “Many
students come from lower- and
middle-income families. Without
proper facilities, many are forced
to take on several tutoring jobs,
which affects their studies. We'll
work to ensure all facilities for
students and create on-campus job
opportunities.”

He also vowed to address

gender discrimination on campus.
“Women’s halls close at 10:00pm.
Even with IDs, they cannot visit
friends’ dorms when needed. After
completing post-graduation, they
are forced to vacate immediately,
with no alternative housing. We’ll
ensure at least six more months of
accommodation for them. Above
all, we will make the campus
safe for women and ensure equal
facilities for male and female
students. This campus belongs to
everyone, and there must be no
discrimination.”

On the election environment, he
raised concerns over misinformation

canal and drain cleaning campaign
in Dhaka North and South
starting from today, cancelling its
previously scheduled rally in the
capital to mark its 47th founding
anniversary.

In a video message, BNP Senior
Joint Secretary General Ruhul Kabir
Rizvi said the rally schedule was
revised considering traffic congestion
and public inconvenience.

He said the leaders and workers of
the party’s other organisations and
associate bodies will also participate
in the cleaning drive.

campaigns on  social  media.
“Some groups are spreading false
information. We informed the
administration, and they instructed
BTRC to act. But these groups keep
changing names and continue
spreading lies. If not controlled,
questions will remain over the
election atmosphere.”

“We were oppressed before, and we
still are,” Abidul added. “We openly
did Chhatra Dal politics, and for us,
the campus was hostile. But we played
a major role in this mass uprising.
We're still fighting on the streets for
democracy and human rights. This
struggle will continue.”

Fear sends ofl-campus students

FROM PAGE 14

dorm because I don’t think I'd be safe
in my rented house. Like me, many
students have also moved to the
halls.”

Prof Taslim Uddin, provost of AF
Rahman dormitory, said, “We've
accommodated around 50 to 100
non-residential students in this
dorm. Despite there being limited
hall seats, the students have been
sharing their beds. We're trying o
case the tension.”

CU currently operates 15 residential
halls: 10 for male students and five for
female students. Together, these halls
accommodate approximately 7,000
students: around 4,500 males and
2,500 females.

While the number of students
currently enrolled is over 27,550, only
about 25 percent of them reside on
campus.

For this, most of the students,
especially freshers, have to live in
cottages, buildings, and rented
houses near the campus.

According to the Chattogram
University Cottage Owners’
Association, there are at least
126 student cottages adjacent to
the campus. In addition, over a
hundred multi-storey buildings in
Jobra village also accommodate
students. Together, these off-
campus accommodations are home
to an estimated 3,500 to 4,000
students.

A visit to the areas where the
clashes took place revealed a sense
of eerie calm. Most cottages and
residential buildings were found
locked, with only a handful of
students seen in the vicinity.

Later in the day, the CU authorities
convened a meeting and took a few

decisions in the wake of students’
demands.

After the meeting, CU Pro VC Dr
Kamal Uddin said the authority has
decided to file a case with the police
over the series of attacks on CU
students. “Apart from a committee
will be formed to ensure treatment of
the injured students.”

Dr Kamal also said a decision has
been taken to immediately install
a police outpost at the Railway
Crossing Gate to maintain law and
order.

A total of 14 students are currently
undergoing treatment in two port
city hospitals. In Parkview Hospital,
eight students are admitted, with
two of them in the ICU. Six others
are under treatment at Chittagong
Medical College Hospital. One more
student was referred to Dhaka for
better treatment.

Want to inspire
women

FROM PAGE 14

Udyan, right next to the campus,
rallies are held every few days, and
then outsiders enter and harass
female students. The administration
cannot control this. I want the
proctorial team to be more active
and, if necessary, to involve students,”
she said.

Expressing concern over the
accommodation crisis, Sabina said,
“Due to insufficient dormitories for
female students, six to eight people
often have to live in one room.
The quality of food is poor. I want
students’ living spaces to be healthy.
We will work to ensure this. For that,
we can implement the ‘One Student,
One Bed, One Table’ policy.”

She also pledged to work on
students’ health issues. “In a large
campus like Dhaka University, there
is no dispensary. I want medicine
corners at different points and
sanitary vending machines for female
students,” she said.

She further raised concerns over the
academic and research environment.
“The research budget is insufficient.
There are not enough seats in the
library. As a result, students’ studies
are being disrupted. We want the
administration to ensure our basic
rights, including education. If
necessary, we will act as a supportive
force for the administration,” said the
GS candidate.

Regarding the overall electoral
atmosphere, Sabina  complained
that some organisations had put up
posters in violation of the code of
conduct, but the administration did
not take timely action. She urged
the authorities to ensure equal
opportunities for all parties.

Japan loosens
gun rules as bear
attacksrise

AFP, Tokyo

Japan yesterday ecased gun rules
making it easier for hunters to use
rifles in built-up areas following a rise
in attacks by bears.

More and more wild bears have
been spotted in residential areas
in Japan due to factors including a
declining human population and
climate change.

Shibir-backed panel

FROM PAGE 14

also pledged to reduce the number
of male staffers in female dormitories
and recruit female members for the
proctorial team.

Under the manifesto, non-resident
female students will be allowed to
enter their allotted dormitories using
their ID cards, while hall regulations
will be relaxed.

The panel further vowed to
establish a paperless system in
the registrar’s office to eliminate
bureaucratic red tape.

It promised to organise research-
related workshops and an inter-
university research fest, along with
soft skills training, career workshops,
and job fairs.

The manifesto includes plans to
provide appropriate prayer spaces for
female students, especially around
Curzon Hall, and to develop the
central mosque and hall mosques as
well as temples and prayer houses of
other religions.

For students with physical disabilities,

Jamaat threatens
FROM PAGE 14

The party said it wants the election to
be held under the PR system out of its
commitment to equal opportunities
for all political parties.

Later in the day, Jamaat-e-Islami
Secretary General Mia Golam Porwar
said no one would participate in a
staged election.

“If a managed, staged election like
before is forced on the country after
so much blood and struggle, why
should the people participate?” he
asked during a roundtable discussion
at the Jatiya Press Club.

To remove doubts about the PR
system, he also called for a national
political  dialogue under the
leadership of the chief adviser with
participation from all parties.

“From today’s roundtable, I demand
that, if needed, PR provisions be
added to the July Charter and put to a
referendum so the people can decide.
We'll accept the verdict.

“If you argue PR isn’t in the
constitution, then what about the
election being held in 2026? The last
election was already held in 2024.
If you respect the constitution so
much, elections should only be held
in 2029. On what constitutional basis
is an election happening in 2026? On
what basis is Yunus Sahib here?”

the panel pledged to introduce an
“Adommo Medhabi Shikkharthi Britti”

(Indomitable ~ Meritorious  Student
Scholarship) stipend.
The panel's vice president

candidate Md Abu Shadik Kayem
said, “We’ve already prepared a one-
year work-plan, under which we’ll
bring reforms through monthly
activities.”

General secretary candidate SM
Farhad said they split the academic
year into quarters to bring three
reforms per month.

“We can implement 36 reform
proposals in a year if we follow
this plan. Through these reforms,
a massive transformation will take
place on campus.”

Finland jails Biafra
separatist leader
for terrorism
offences

AFP, Helsinki

A Finnish court yesterday sentenced
a Nigerian separatist leader to six
years in prison for terrorism offences
for promoting the Biafra region’s
independence by “illegal means”.

Simon Ekpa, a 40-year-old dual
Finnish-Nigerian national, was
found guilty of supplying armed
groups with weapons and explosives
and inciting others to commit
crimes.

The Paijat-Home district court
said he was a key f[igure in the
organisations and groups pushing
for the independence of Nigeria’s
southeast region where a 1967-70
civil war left hundreds of thousands
dead.

In a statement, the court said it
had convicted Ekpa of “participating
in the activities of a terrorist group,
(and) public incitement to commit a
crime for terrorist purposes.”

He was also found guilty of
aggravated tax fraud.

The crimes were committed in the
Finnish city of Laht between 2021
and 2024.

“He used social media to gain a
politically influential position and
took advantage of the confusion in a
key separatist movement in Nigeria to
take a significant role in it,” the court
said.
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A GUIDE FOR GEN Z FOUNDERS
Navigating Bangladesh’s uniriendly,

orthodox startup ecosystem

NOMROTA SARKER

Gen 7 founders are building companies
in an age of abundance - information at
their fingertips, communities a click away,
and a ‘second brain’ in their pockets.
Rejection rarely paralyses this generation.
They process it quickly and move on,
drawing perspectives from  Reddit
threads, ChatGPT exchanges, and peer
networks that stretch across borders.

In Bangladesh, though, promise
collides with a different set of frictions.
Many Gen Z founders carry more self-
awareness than spatial awareness; they
can read a room emotionally but still
misread how power, process, and patience
work in this market. Young founders
report the same recurring hurdles:
difficulty communicating with investors
and partners, ideas dismissed as naive,
and the reality of operating at seed or
carly stage, where patience is not a virtue
but a requirement.

Bangladesh’s startup reality check
By 2025, Bangladesh counts more
than 2,500 active startups, a steep rise
from roughly a hundred a decade ago.
Cumulative funding has crossed USS$1bn,
but a disproportionate share has flowed
to a handful of large players such as
ShopUp and Pathao. The first half of 2025
illustrates the imbalance starkly: startups
raised US$119.9m, a twelvefold jump on
the same period in 2024, yet about 92%
of that total came from a single merger
transaction involving ShopUp and Sary.
Early-stage rounds from seed to Series A
together amounted to less than USS10m,
underlining how hard it still is for young
teams to secure meaningful capital.
Domestic investment has begun to
thicken. Bangladeshi investors deployed
about Tk190bn in 2024, up from Tk80bn
in 2018, reducing (but not closing) the
dependence on foreign capital. And there
are signals of what is possible for Gen Z-led
firms. Consider Sakib Hossain of Fashol,
named to Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia 2025,
which raised USS$2.2m while working
directly with more than 10,000 farmers.
The numbers point 0 an ecosystem
growing in breadth, but they also reveal
its fauldines: early money remains
scarce, mentorship is inconsistent, and
governance lapses still derail promising
companies.

The Gen Z difference

For decades, Bangladeshi
entrepreneurship normalised survival by
attrition: stumbling forward, tolerating

THE BOSSMAN

BY E. RAZA RONNY

GREAT NEWS! T FINALLY
APPROVED YOUR 12-YEAR
PLEA FOR MORE MANPOWER.

red tape, adapting to corruption, and
absorbing the bruises. Gen 7 breaks that
trajectory. They are less willing to accept
opaque processes or casual corner-
cutting as the price of progress, and more
inclined to seek clarity, community, and
code - whether through public playbooks,
open-source tools, or Al copilots. The
ecosystem will need to adapt to their
energy and standards rather than
asking them to conform to an outdated
Bangladesh 1.0 playbook.

Housekeeping rules for navigating a
changing landscape

Start with documentation. What is not
documented cannot be defended if your
integrity is questioned. Use Al note-
takers such as Fireflies, Read Al, Fathom,
or Tactiq to capture virtual meetings
faithfully, and for high-stakes, in-person
conversations, bring a co-founder or
trusted colleague to observe, take notes,
and confirm agreements. Protect your
integrity in every setting by creating a
clear record of what was discussed and
decided.

Match your channel to your message.
For introductions and professional
updates to mentors, partners, and
investors, lead with email. It signals
professionalism, creates an audit trail,

and makes it easy to forward or file. As
relationships progress, polite, occasional
follow-ups on WhatsApp are appropriate
but keep anything formal on email so that
key decisions, obligations, and timelines
are captured in one place.

Treat compliance as a shield, not a
chore. If you intend to raise investment,
register as a private limited company in
Bangladesh and keep the basics current:
trade licence, certificate of incorporation,
memorandum of association, and Form
12. If your company is more than a year
old, prepare audited financial statements.
These artefacts are not box-ticking for
investors; they are armour against future
disputes, delays, and doubts about your
governance.

Ask questions, even if it feels
uncomfortable. Confusion at an early
stage is normal. Make a habit of asking
direct, respectful questions when you see
misalignment - whether with a mentor,
an institution, or an investor. Challenge
assumptions, request clarifications, and
repeat back what you have heard. Growth
lives in curiosity; obedience without
understanding is how young companies
drift into trouble.

For female founders, be precise about
what you want and how you want it
delivered, and learn to say “no” more

ILLUSTRATION: ZARIF FAIAZ

often than “yes”. A clear, polite refusal
beats a reluctant compromise every time.
Build or join a female founder collective
so that shared experiences, referrals,
and pattern-spotting shorten your path
through the maze. The stories, warnings,
and playbooks of women who have
navigated similar rooms will become
your strongest support system. Your
voice is the clearest proof of your intent
and effort - use it calmly, consistently,
and on your terms.

The path ahead

Bangladesh’s startup scene is expanding
innumber but notyetin depth. The capital
stack is top-heavy, the mentorship layer is
patchy, and the rules of the game are still
being contested. Yet Gen Z founders arrive
with exactly the instincts the ecosystem
needs: transparency, tempo, intolerance
for the opaque, and a willingness to
learn in public. If enablers and investors
adjust to those instincts - and if young
teams adopt rigorous documentation,
disciplined = communication,  simple
compliance, curious questioning, and
principled negotiation - the next decade
can look very different from the last.
The task is not to quieten the toddler; it
is to channel the questions into better
companies.

Why soft skills could be your
strongest career asset

SHAMS RASHID TONMOY

When we talk about preparing for the
world of work, it’s easy to picture a
checklist of technical abilities. Coding
languages,  accounting  standards,
engineering expertise - the kinds of
things you can write on a CV and neatly
demonstrate in a test. But new research
suggests that what really matters for
long-term success may not be these job-
specific skills at all. Instead, it’s the more
flexible, often overlooked abilities — the
so-called ‘soft skills’ that help people
adapt, grow, and thrive in a rapidly
changing workplace.

A recent article in Harvard Business
Review aptly titled ‘Soft skills matter
now more than ever’ argues that skills
like collaboration, adaptability, problem-
solving, and even basic mathematical
reasoning are more predictive of career
success than the highly specialised
expertise people often chase. The article,
based on a recent study published
in Nature, titled ‘Skill dependencies
uncover nested human capital’, takes an
even closer look at the structure of skills
themselves. Analysing a vast dataset of
over 1,000 occupations and hundreds
of skills, including 70 million career
moves, the researchers found that most
advanced technical skills actually rest
on a bedrock of broader, more general
abilities. In other words, the more solid
your foundations are, the higher you can
build.

This ‘nested skill structure’, as the
study calls it, explains a lot about
how careers unfold. People who focus
too narrowly on niche skills may find
themselves stuck when industries
evolve, technologies shift, or entire jobs
disappear. On the other hand, those who
invest in developing adaptable, general
strengths -~ such as communication,
teamwork, or analytical thinking - can
more easily pick up new expertise and
move into fresh opportunities.

Think about it like learning a
language. If you have a strong grounding
in grammar, vocabulary, and sentence

structure, it becomes much easier
to pick up new expressions or even
another language altogether. Without
that foundation, every new phrase is a
struggle. Work is similar. Someone who
knows how (o collaborate eflectively,
ask good questions, or think critically
can plug those abilities into different
industries, tools, and contexts.

The shift matters because workplaces
are changing faster than ever. Generative
Al, for example, is already reshaping
whole industries, taking over routine
tasks while creating new opportunities

in the HBR article notes, when Google
looked into what made its best managers
cffective, technical brilliance wasn’t
at the top of the list - it was skills like
coaching, listening, and supporting
team development.

Of course, technical skills still matter.
Nobody would want to board a plane
flown by a pilot who only knows how to
“collaborate well” but has never mastered
flight controls. The point isn’t that
expertise is irrelevant, but that it’s fragile
without a solid foundation underneath.
Specialised knowledge is what gets you

that didn’t exist a few years ago. Jobs that
once seemed safe can suddenly vanish,
and careers are no longer the steady,
linear journeys they were for earlier
generations. Employers — increasingly
value people who can adapt and learn
on the go - qualities rooted in soft
skills rather than a single hard-earned
certificate.

It’s not just individuals who benefit.
Companies, too, are recognising that
their long-term success depends on
building teams with strong foundational
strengths. A  workforce that can
communicate, share knowledge, and
adapt together is better positioned to
weather technological change or shifts
in the market. As one of the examples

ILLUSTRATION: ZARIF FAIAZ

started in a role; foundational skills are
what carry you forward when the role
itself changes.

Another important insight from the
Nature study is how inequalities can
play out in the labour market. Because
general and foundational skills open the
door to so many opportunities, people
without strong access to them often
end up trapped in narrower roles with
fewer prospects for growth. Over time,
this contributes to wage gaps and stalled
careers, especially for underrepresented
groups. For young professionals, this is a
reminder that building flexible strengths
isn’t just smart for career growth — it’s
also part of what levels the playing field
in a competitive job market.

JOBS
SPOTLIGHT

SAJIDA

Foundation
Coordinator, Data
Specialist/ Data Analytics
Deadline: September 7
Eligibility:

@ B.Sc.in Computer Science & Engineering
(CSE) or Graduation in MIS.

Minimum experience: 3 years

=F

SAJIDA

FOUNDATION

Radiant Pharmaceuticals

Limited =

Brand Manager

Deadline: R ADH ANT
September 6 PHARMACEUTICALS
Eligibility:

@ M. Pharm degree from a recognised
university, with prior experience in
similar marketing roles within a reputable
pharmaceutical manufacturing company.
Minimum experience: 3 years

United
Commercial
Bank PLC

uCB
Audit Officer

Deadline: September 10

Deadline:

@ Master’s/Bachelor’s
Accounting, Finance, Business
Administration, or a related field,
with experience in Risk Management,
Operations, Compliance, or other related
business functions.

Minimum experience: 2 years

%

degree in

Damien darmien s
Foundation foundation
Programme Specialist

Deadline: September 13

Eligibility:

@ MBBS with Master of Public Health
(MPH), with prior experience in the Public
Health Sector.

Minimum experience: 4 years

FOR MORE
DETAILS AND THE
APPLICATION
LINKS, SCAN THE
OR CODE BELOW. [=]

Success ,

usually comes

to those who
aretoobusytobe .

looking forit.
HENRY DAVID

&

Cisco and Oracle
to cut hundreds
of jobs

US tech companies Cisco and Oracle are set to eliminate
hundreds of' jobs in the San Francisco Bay Area, according
to a San Francisco Chronicle report based on recent state
filings.

Cisco will cut 221 positions across its Milpitas and San
Francisco offices, including 157 in Santa Clara County
and 64 in San Francisco, with layoffs effective October
13. Oracle plans to lay off 101 employees at its Santa Clara
location on the same date, says the report.

The job reductions come despite strong financial
results for both companies. Cisco reported $14.7 billion in
revenue for the fourth quarter, up 8% from a year earlier,
and $56.7 billion for the full year, while Oracle posted
more than $12 billion in profit in its last fiscal year, further
adds the report.

The Chronicle notes that these layoffs follow previous
workforce reductions. Cisco cut over 9,000 jobs in two
rounds last year, while Oracle recently laid off nearly 200
workers in the Bay Area and more than 160 in Seattle.
The latest cuts come as Cisco expands its push into Al
infrastructure, which has generated over $2 billion in
orders this year.

PHOTO: REUTERS
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A series won, an

opportunity missed
SPORTS REPORTER

When it comes to guessing which
side of a tossed coin will come up on
top, Bangladesh T20I captain Litton
Das’ track record isn’t too great.

In the 18 T20Is he has captained
Bangladesh, including the second
T20I against Netherlands in Sylhet on
Monday, Litton has won the toss only
Six times.

In the ongoing series, however,
Litton called correctly in both
matches so far - winning two tosses
in a row in a bilateral series for the
first time.

Arguably, his toss winning streak
came in a series where toss was hardly
a factor in the outcome as just like
the opening game, which the hosts
had won by eight wickets, the Tigers
mauled the Dutch in the second T20],
winning by nine wickets and taking
an unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-
match series.

On Monday, Nasum Ahmed,
named player-of-the-match, picked
up 3-21 while Mustafizur Rahman
and Taskin Ahmed claimed a couple
of wickets each to wrap up the Dutch
for just 103 in 17.3 overs. In reply,
Tanzid Hasan Tamim hit an unbeaten
54 off 40 as the hosts completed a

SCORES IN BRIEF

Bangladesh vs Netherlands,
2nd T20I

Netherlands: 103 all

out in 17.3 overs (Dutt 30,
Vikramjit 24; Nasum 3-21,
Mustafizur 2-18, Taskin
2-18)

Bangladesh: 104 for 1in
13.1overs (Tanzid 54 not
out, Parvez 23, Litton 18
not out; Klein 1-20)
Result: Bangladesh won
by nine wickets and lead
the three-match series 2-0
Player of the match:
Nasum Ahmed

clinical nine-wicket in just 13.1 overs.

The dominating victories against
the Dutch, on the back of consecutive
T20I series wins over Sri Lanka
and Pakistan, should bolster the
confidence of Litton and Co heading
into the Asia Cup, which begins on
September 9 in the UAE.

However, as this series is a
preparatory series for the Asia Cup,
where Bangladesh would likely
have to put up bigger scores to be
competitive, choosing not to bat first
in both matches made little sense.

Before the series, Litton and head
coach Phil Simmons had talked
about not being worried about
criticism if they lose to the Dutch.
But during the series, after winning
the toss, Bangladesh made the choice
that would aid them most in winning
the contest.

“Scoring 200-250 is a matter of
habit,” Litton had told the media
before the series. But will chasing
paltry totals against a weaker
opponent help instill this habit, is
a question the team’s think-tank
should ask themselves.

Record Isak deal headlines D-day

STAR SPORTS DESK

Liverpool have agreed a British
record fee of £125 million to land
Newcastle United striker Alexander
Isak, ending the summer’s longest-
running transfer saga.

BBC reports suggest the deal could
rise to £130m with add-ons, with the
Swedish forward expected to sign a
six-year contract at Anfield.

The Reds had already shattered
their own transfer record earlier
this summer by signing German
playmaker Florian Wirtz for an initial
£100m, rising to £116m with add-ons.

Liverpool also swooped in for
Crystal Palace captain Marc Guehi
for £35m, taking their spending to a
staggering £451.2m (excluding add-
ons) — the highest single-summer
outlay in Premier League history.
This makes them only the second
English side to surpass the £400m
mark in one window, after Chelsea’s
£401.2m spree in 2023.

City get Donnarumma

Manchester City are on the verge
of signing out-of-favour PSG
goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma
for £30.3m, with Ederson set to join
Turkish side Fenerbahce. Ederson, 32,
won six Premier League titles plus the

SONY SPORTS 5 Pakistan vs
England vs Afghanistan
South Africa Live from 9:00 pm
1st ODI STAR SPORTS 1
Live from 6:00 pm AND 2

T SPORTS US Open

UAET20I Tri-series Live from 9:00 pm

Bangladesh left-arm spinner Nasum Ahmed celebrates picking
a wicket as the Tigers rout the Netherlands in a nine-wicket win
in the second of three T20Is at the Sylhet International Cricket
Stadium yesterday. [Inset] captain Litton Das and opener Tanzid
Hasan Tamim run between the wickets during their unbeaten 64-
run stand, giving the home side an unassailable 2-0 lead.

PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED

“To go to the next level, Dutch
cricket needs investment’

Netherlands pacer Paul van Meekeren has been a constant thorn in Bangladesh’s way at ICC events.
Meekeren has played one match each against Bangladesh in the 2016, 2022 and 2024 editions of the ICC
120 World Cup and picked up two wickets in every appearance. Moreover, the 32-year-old pacer claimed
4-23 during the 2023 I1CC World Cup match in Kolkata, handing the Tigers a humiliating defeat. Meekeren
has also played a season in the Bangladesh Premier League (BPL). In a recent conversation with
The Daily Star’s Samsul Arefin Khan, Meckeren spoke about cricketing infrastructure in Netherlands, his
performance against Bangladesh and his BPL experience. The excerpts are as follows:

The Daily Star (DS): The series
against Bangladesh was a last-minute
arrangement. Are you guys underprepared
for the series?

Paul van Meekeren (PVM): We've come off
quite a bit of cricket. We have been playing
in the ICC Cricket World Cup League and
also the T20 World Cup qualifiers in the
last few months. Then we had a couple
of weeks off, which we probably wouldn’t
have really had if we knew that the series
was happening. We had two or three weeks
of training. We had a little bit of weather
around, so it wasn’t the ideal preparation,
but it is what it is.

Unfortunately, we have a few guys
missing due to unavailability, and then
the weekend before we came here, we lost
another couple of players when they ran
into each other. So, we had to call up a
few guys, some coming back into the team
who haven’t played for a while.

DS: Netherlands have been an Associate
nation for a long time. What is keeping
them from making the jump to full
membership?

PVM: Getting sponsors could elevate the
game back home. We don’t have grounds
like this [Sylhet Cricket International
Cricket Stadium] in the Netherlands. Most
clubs at the highest level play on a mat
wicket. Some clubs in the highest league
play on an artificial field - two football
fields next to each other and then the
cricket wicket in the middle. That's how
most of us learned our cricket in Holland.

Most of the grounds we (rain at
have volunteer groundsmen. To get
professional  groundsmen who can
prepare good wickets, you need money. To
get more money, you need to become a full
member. But for that, you need to put in
performances and have the infrastructure.
And if the infrastructure needs to be put
in, you need to have respect for the money
and sponsors.

I think for us to get to the next level, we
need to get a sponsor who wants to go on

That’s how I'learned my cricket.

'l-.\H\
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Champions League and FA Cup after
joining from Benfica for £35m but
has been sidelined this season and
will move to the Turkey for £12.1m.

United sign Lammens to sort
goalkeeping troubles

Manchester United have agreed a deal
to sign goalkeeper Senne Lammens
from Royal Antwerp for £18.1m plus
add-ons on a five-year deal. It brings
to an end United’s interest in Aston

a journey with us for 3-4 years, who wants
to invest in Dutch cricket.

Villa goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez.
The move directly aims to sort out
United goalkeeping troubles. Turkey’s
Altay Bayindir made errors in the
league and last season’s number one
Andre Onana sparks little confidence
and was at fault for a goal in their EFL
Cup exit to League Two side Grimsby
Town earlier this week.

Villa close in on loan deals for
Sancho, Elliot

Aston Villa are close to signing
season-long loan deals for
Manchester United’s Jadon Sancho
and Liverpool’s Harvey Elliot. United
winger Sancho, turned down a move
to Roma earlier in the window, while
there was also strong interest from
fellow Italian side Juventus but will
now join English midfielder Elliott
at Villa Park. Villa have also signed
Sweden captain Victor Lindelof on a
free transfer from Manchester United.

Newcastle sign another forward
With the departure of Isak, Newcastle
boss Eddie Howe strengthened
his forward line with the club-
record signing of Nick Woltemade
from Stuttgart for £63m and now
has followed it up by bringing in
Brentford forward Yoane Wissa for a
deal worth £55m.

DS: How do you always manage to do well
against Bangladesh at ICC events?

PVM: The night before the first T20I, I
realised that whenever I've played against
Bangladesh, I've done well. T hope 1T can
come back to that level in the last two
T20Is and be the Bangladesh killer again
and maybe win a game.

DS: You have played in many franchise
leagues, including a season for Khulna
Tigers in the BPL. Where do you rate the
BPL compared to other tournaments?
PVM: IUs a fantastic tournament to play in.
You see the passionate fans. It’s a beautiful
country. There may be a few ofI-field things
that need to be sorted out, but there’s a lot
of potential in the tournament.

When I played here, we had the ADRS
system, not the proper DRS. I believe that’s
in place now. So, some changes are being
made. If they can get the off-field issues
sorted out with the players, it could be one
of the best franchise leagues in the world
here.

DS: Has the negative media attention
made overseas players like you reluctant to
play in the BPL?

PVM: For us [Dutch players], not at all.
It’s not the only league in the world that
has these issues. There are more leagues
in the world that have these issues. If you
ask any player here if they want to come to
the BPL, they will say, “Yes, please.” I don’t
think any player would avoid playing in the
BPL.I think it’s the other way around. They
really, really want to play in it.

Women’s WC prize
money o eclipse
men’s

REUTERS, New Delhi

The International Cricket Council announced
a bumper hike in the prize money for this year’s
women'’s 50-over World Cup on Monday, making
it financially more lucrative than the 2023 edition
of the men'’s event held in India.

The winner’s purse of $4.48 million is
significantly higher than the $1.32 million awarded
to Australia when they won the 2022 World Cup
and exceeds the $4 million their men’s team
pocketed after lifting the 2023 World Cup in India.

The overall tournament prize money of $13.88
million is a considerable jump from the $3.5
million in 2022 and eclipses the $10 million at the
2023 men’s World Cup.

Each of the eight participating teams is
guaranteed $250,000.

The 13th edition of the women’s World Cup will
kick off in Guwahati on September 30.

The tournament, which culminates with the
final on November 2, will be played across five
venues in India, while Pakistan will play their
matches in Colombo.

. :. ICC WOMEN'S CRICKET
(\[)?) worLD cup

TOTAL PRIZE MONEY: $13.88 miillion
WINNER'S PURSE: $4.48 million

RUNNERS-UP’§ P_URSE:
$2.24 million

PARTICIPATION MONEY: $250,000

BCB polls in first
week of October

SPORTS REPORTER
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) will hold its
elections in the first week of October, and a new
probe committee has been formed to assess
last season’s Bangladesh Premier League (BPL)
corruption-related reports and other issues,
confirmed BCB director Nazmul
Abedeen Fahim after a board
meeting in Sylhet yesterday.
Key decisions from the
meeting:
Elections: To be held in
the first week of October;

a  three-member election

commission will finalise dates

and schedule.

Umpiring reform: Simon
Taufel appointed for two years to

assess, train and grade umpires, and
build capacity among local officials. “We hope to
become somewhat self-suflicient in future,”
BCB director Fahim said.

Coaching boost: A ILevel 3 coaching
programme will be launched this month under
BCB’s initiative, with Ashley Ross leading
sessions. “This will also be a very high-profile

programme”.
BPL consultancy: New York-based
International ~ Management  Group  (IMG)

appointed on a three-year deal as marketing
consultants for the BPL,ina  move that could
“take the league to a new level commercially”.
BPL corruption review: A four-member
team formed to study the independent  inquiry
report on corruption and mismanagement in the
last BPL; recommendations due by September 7.

Novak Djokovic made Grand
Slam history at the age

of 38 on Sunday witha
commanding 6-3, 6-3, 6-2
victory over Jan-Lennard
Struff.

His win over Struff
was his eighth
in as many
attempts.

The victory moved ﬂ
Djokovic into his 64th

Grand Slam quarterfinal, .
extending his all-time

record.

Djokovic advanced to
the last eight at Flushing
Meadows for the 14th time.

Their combined age of 73
years and 60 days made
this the oldest U.S. Open
men’s singles match in the
fourth round or later during
the professional era.

v

Djokovic now has a 36-0
record against qualifiers at
Grand Slams.
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BNP pledges
cooperation
with govtin
holding polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir said his party will
extend full support to the interim
government in holding the upcoming
national election scheduled for
February.

“Our challenge ahead is to give
full cooperation and ensure the
election’s proper completion,” he told
journalists after paying homage to
BNP founder and martyred president
Ziaur Rahman.

Farlier in the day, Fakhrul and
other top party leaders placed
wreaths at the grave of Ziaur Rahman
in the capital’s Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
marking BNP’s 47th founding
anniversary.

Stating that his party has been
repeatedly targeted, Fakhrul said, “To
wipe out BNP, false cases were filed
against 60 lakh leaders and activists,
about 20,000 people were Killed,
and 1,700 leaders and activists were
forcibly disappeared or murdered.

“Even then, BNP has fought

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, along with other party leaders, placing wreaths at the grave of BNP founder
and president Ziaur Rahman in the capital’s Sher-e-Bangla Nagar yesterday, marking the party’s 47th founding anniversary.

DUCSU ELECTIONS

Will create on-
campus job
opportunities

VP candidate Abidul
Islam tells Star

SADI MUHAMMAD ALOK

If elected vice president of Ducsu, Abidul Islam Khan,
candidate from the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal-backed
panel, has pledged to turn the campus into a safe and
inclusive space for all students.

Speaking to The Daily Star, Abidul, joint general
secretary of Chhatra Dal's DU unit, recalled his
experience of political harassment. “In 2016, 1 couldn’t
bear the torture and had to leave the hall. I had little
knowledge of politics then,
but the persecution and
culture of abuse made me
vow to fight against these
injustices. That was the
beginning of my struggle.”

He said he didn’t
stop after fighting to
transform  the quota
reform movement into a
broader anti-autocracy
movement. “After the fall
of the government on August 5 last year, I guarded
mosques, temples, and streets to help keep order. For
years, I've stood up for students’ rights and raised my
voice against political malpractice. My upbringing
has been shaped by protests.”

Abidul stressed that Ducsu has national
significance. “Ducsu is not just a Dhaka University
issue; it is a national issue. At this crucial moment,
I'm running to lead Ducsu in the interest of the state.
Students will choose those who stood by them, who
fought for their rights, and whose courage helped
uphold Bangladesh’s sovereignty.”

On whether Ducsu polls would influence national
elections, he said the outcome would not directly
affect it if the vote is free, fair, and credible. He added,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Want to inspire
women (0 join
politics

GS candidate Sabina
Yasmin tells Star

SHARIF M SHAFIQUE

Sabina Yasmin, a general secretary candidate from
the ‘Ducsu for Change’ panel, is contesting the Ducsu
elections to make the campus more women-friendly
and inspire more women to enter politics following
last year’s uprising.

In an interview with The Daily Star, Sabina, a
leader from the Chhatra Odhikar Parishad, said,
“Despite the huge participation of women in the July
uprising, there has been a
tendency to sideline them. I
feel that in the democratic
environment created by
the July movement, it is
very important to ensure
female participation.”

She added, “Women can
easily identify women’s
issues. So, it is natural that
they can also solve them
better than men. That’s
why I feel that female students should be in the Ducsu
Super-Three,” she said, referring to the vice-president,
general secretary, and assistant general secretary
posts in Ducsu.

Sabina, a student of the Department of Peace and
Conflict Studies (2018-19 session), said, “Even before
the July movement, I had been active in various
protests, including the separation of seven colleges,
the PSC reform movement, and others. I was vocal
about holding the Ducsu election, even joining
hunger strikes.”

If elected, she said her top priority will be to build a
safe and women-friendly campus. “Women are often
victims of harassment on campus. The unrestricted
entry of outsiders creates insecurity. At Suhrawardy

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Shibir-backed
panel vows
decent food,
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Fear sends ofl-
campus students
into CU dorms

A large number of Chittagong University students who
had been living in private lodgings in nearby areas have
temporarily moved to on-campus dormitories, citing
safety concerns following recent back-to-back clashes
between students and locals in the adjacent Jobra village.

The sense of insecurity and panic led many students to
also go to their relatives and friends in the city yesterday.

Though the university authority has tried (o reassure
students, the lingering tension is yet to subside with the
extension of Section 144 around the clash sites.

Tahsif Khan, a student of the economics department,
said he moved to the Farhad Hall from his rented cottage
near Gate No-2 of the campus. “After Section 144 was
imposed, I had gone back to my cottage. But the way some
of the locals were looking at me made me feel unsafe. So,
I decided to move into my friend’s dormitory for the time
being.”

Mahthir Rahman, a student of the physics department
who lived on Imam Bukhari Madrasa Road near Gate No-
2, said, “During the clash Sunday noon, the window glass
of my room was shattered. I was so scared that I locked
myself inside and stayed in for nearly four hours. I saw a
student get hacked with sharp weapons on the streets.

“After the army arrived in the afternoon, I packed my
things and left for the campus. I've now moved into a dorm,
as I no longer feel safe staying off-campus.”

Abir Ahmed Piyas, a student of the IR department,
echoed the same concern. “I've shifted to my friend’s

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Jamaat threatens

demos for PR-
based polls

sale campus

DU CORRESPONDENT
The Islami Chhatra Shibir-backed
Oikkoboddho  Shikkharthi  Jote
panel unveiled its manifesto, with 36 !
pledges to reform Dhaka University, chair.
at a press briefing in front of the
Ducsu Bhaban yesterday.
Thepanelsaiditaimstocreateasafe
campus; solve the accommodation
crisis; ensure security for women,
better health facilities, healthy food
and modern transport; and provide
sufficient information and services
on career development.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jamaat-e-Islami plans to launch a tougher movement, if necessary, to
press for the next national election to be held under the proportional
representation (PR) system and in accordance with the July Charter,
having first ensured that the document is made legally binding.

The decision was taken at an emergency meeting of its Central
Executive Council, held at the residence of Jamaat Ameer Shafiqur
Rahman in the capital’s Bashundhara R/A yesterday with him in the

The meeting was attended by nayeb-e-ameers, the secretary general,
assistant secretary generals, and other council members.

The party also outlined several strategic actions, including increased
engagement with like-minded parties, and seminars and discussions to
build public support for its demands.

“We hadn’t met with our ameer for about a month due to his
recovery from open-heart surgery. We presented various party-related
and national issues for his guidance,” said Jamaat Assistant Secretary

Speaking on behalf of the panel,
Md Mohiuddin Khan, candidate
for the assistant general secretary
post, said they will work to abolish
authoritarian politics; repression and
violence; the “guestroom-gon room
culture”; discriminatory policies and
behaviours; drugs, mugging and
extortion; the culture of instructing

We intend to participate [in polls] only
after its [PR system] implementation.
The election must be timely and
conducted under the PR system.

Ahsanul Mahboob Zubair,
Jamaat Assistant Secretary General

students to “Come after Lunch”

for dialogue -~ often imposed
by university officials; as well as
cyberbullying.

The panel also pledged to free
the campus from the collaborators
of “fascists”, and work to prevent
the regeneration of such structures,
systems, and cultures within the
university.

It promised to incorporate Ducsu
polls in the academic calendar to
ensure regularity.

The manifesto pledged to ensure
legal seats for every student from
the first year. Till then, the panel will
work for temporary accommodation
in hostels, or a monthly allowance. It

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

General Ahsanul Mahboob Zubair.

He added that the ameer provided directives on the party’s position
regarding the July Charter and the PR system.

“As part of our strategy, we’'ve been holding a series of stakeholder
meetings to mobilise public opinion,” Zubair said. “We’re prepared to
escalate our movement on the streets if our demands are not met.”

Asked whether Jamaat would contest the 13th parliamentary polls
without the PR system in place, Zubair responded, “We intend to
participate only after its implementation. The election must be timely
and conducted under the PR system.”

He added that while the party is preparing for the polls, it believes its
demands must be met to reflect the people’s aspirations.

In a statement, Jamaat said the country’s political situation was
discussed in detail during the meeting.

Leaders stressed the importance of making the July Charter legally
binding and conducting the election in line with it to ensure a free, fair,
and credible process.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5
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