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Justice alter
38 years

Death anniversary
of Nurjahan
Murshid today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 22nd death
anniversary of Nurjahan
Murshid, a women’s
rights activist, renowned
politician and organisers
of the 1971 Liberation
War, said a press release.

Marking the day,

wreaths will be placed at her grave around
11:00am at Mirpur Intellectuals’ Graveyard
in the capital today. Besides, food items
will be distributed among the destitute.

In 1954, Nurjahan Murshid won as a
member of the Provincial Council as a
candidate of the Juktofront. She played an
active role in the six-point movement in
1966 and the mass movement of 1968-69.
She won the 1970 election as a candidate

of Awami League.

In independent Bangladesh, she was
appointed in 1972 as state minister for

health and social welfare.

Nurjahan died in Dhaka on September

1, 2003. She played a significant role in

different democratic movements. She was
amongst a very small number of Muslim
women who entered higher education and

obtained her Master’s degree in History
from Calcutta University in the mid 1940s.

BNP doubts EC’s
capacity but hopes

for fair polls

Says Rizvi
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP has  expressed
doubt over the Election
Commission’s  capacity
to hold a free and fair
national election, but
said it still hopes the

polls will be participatory and inclusive.
BNP Senior Joint Secretary General
Ruhul Kabir Rizvi Ahmed made the
remarks yesterday after a meeting with
two election commissioners at the EC

headquarters in Dhaka.

“We have doubts about the Election
Commission’s capability -- whether the
election will truly be free and fair is in
question. Because, although the Election
Commission is an independent body,
at different levels of the administration

SEE PAGE 9 COL 4
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Prof Samina Lutfa tells rally

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Certain political interest groups are
deliberately creating unrest in the
country to serve their own agendas,
alleged Professor Samina Lutfa of
the Sociology Department at Dhaka
University yesterday.

“The government has completely
failed to control this unrest. We have

never seen a more appalling law and

order situation than this. Every day,
going outside has become extremely
risky,” she said.

She made the remarks at a rally
organised by the University Teachers’
Network at the base of Aparajeyo
Bangla on the campus. The event was

held to condemn ongoing harassment,
attacks and dismissals of teachers,
as well as the recent assault on Gono
Odhikar Parishad President Nurul

Haque Nur.

Speakers also called for ensuring
the safety, dignity and justice of

citizens.

She said since July, the demand
has been to bring the perpetrators of
the July Kkillings to justice. However,
no investigation or trial has been
seen, and as a result, people have lost
confidence in the justice system over

the past year.

“This has been compounded by
the competitive agendas of certain
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Traders from Paschim Maluhar village in Banaripara upazila transport vegetables, including water lilies and bottle gourd
saplings, by boat to sell at Lakutia Bazar. The photo was taken recently in Chandpasha area of Babuganj in Barishal.

‘Never seen a more
appalling law and
order situation’

RUCSU POLLS
Tensions flare over
first-year voter list

RU CORRESPONDENT

Rajshahi University was on edge yesterday
as student organisations scuffled over the

exclusion of first-year students from the
voter list for the upcoming central student

union election.

The unrest began at 9:30am when
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal activists staged
a sit-in outside the Rucsu treasurer’s
office, demanding the inclusion of first-

year students in the voter list. At 10:10am,

they entered the office, vandalised a chair,
overturned a table set for nomination

paper distribution, and later padlocked

By

the office, campus sources said.
11:00am, members of
Shibir, Students Against Discrimination
(SAD), and other student groups began
protesting against JCD in phases, leading
to repeated scuflles. At least six students

Chhatra

were reportedly injured.

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

Around 1:15pm, Salauddin Ammar,
former coordinator of SAD, along with

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

Supreme Court orders RU to
give Mohiuddin Tk 18 lakh
as compensation following
legal battle over LLB results

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A three-member
Division headed by

correspondent
to Allah.”
Earlier, he had

managed to received
his LILB certificate
from RU after a 13-
year legal battle.

Lawyer M Shamsul
Haque appeared
for Mohiuddin
while Advocate
Syed Al Asafur Ali
represented the RU
authorities.

On  August 3,

sheet.

result.

After a legal battle spanning 38 years, freedom
fighter Munshi Mohiuddin Ahmed, 74, finally
received justice from the country’s apex court.
The Supreme Court yesterday upheld a High
Court verdict that directed the Rajshahi University
authorities to give him Tk 18 lakh as compensation
in two months for making long delay to publish
his LLB result and for depriving him from justice.

bench of the Appellate
Justice Zubayer Rahman

Chowdhury came up with the judgement after
dismissing an appeal filed by the RU authorities
challenging the HC verdict.

Mohiuddin, who is suffering from paralysis
after a brain stroke, sent a message to this
yesterday,
received justice, and for that I am deeply grateful

saying, “..I finally

2023, the HC directed the RU authorities to give
Tk 18 lakh to Mohiuddin in two months following
a petition filed by him seeking Tk 30 lakh as
compensation as he was deprived of justice.

According to the petition, Mohiuddin, a
resident of Harinath Dutta Lane in Jashore Town,
sat for LLB examination from Shaheed Mashiur
Rahman Law College of Jashore affiliated with
Rajshahi University in 1985.

But he found that he couldn’t pass the
examination as he got one mark shorter than
required. Challenging the results, he applied to
the university authorities to reevaluate his answer

Mohiuddin’s answer sheet was reevaluated,
revealing examiner errors, but RU withheld his

He filed a case in 1988, and after years of legal
battles through lower courts and the HC, RU finally
published his passing result in 2001. In 2021, he
sought compensation for the decades-long delay.

Journos demand legal protection, wage reforms Mob violence claimed 23 lives

FROM PAGE 3
Riaz also asked how
journalists can be given
legal protection in a
country where ordinary
citizens themselves face
extrajudicial Killings,
disappearances, and
persecution. “Your struggle
is actually part of a broader
struggle: the fight to
secure legal protection for
everyone. As a journalist,
you should raise questions
not only for journalists, but
for everybody,” he said.
Fahim Ahmed, a
member of the Media
Reform Commission and
CEO of Jamuna Television,

said one recommendation

was (o make television
channels profitable by
requiring  each  cable

operator (o pay a fixed
amount to every channel.

He said the commission
had proposed a minimum
salary structure equivalent
to that of a first-class
government employee,
instead of a wage board,
because the Eighth
Wage Board is still tied
up in litigation, making
implementation impossible
even if a new board is
formed.

He also urged journalists
to mobilise movements for
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the implementation of the
recommendations.

Chairman of the BIJC
Trustee Board Rezwanul
Haque Raja said in a
situation where media
has sprung up like
“mushrooms” and anyone
with a mobile phone can
now become a journalist,
media reform is extremely
urgent.

Around 80 percent
of media houses do not
pay journalists properly.
“When reform is neglected,
the media will continue to
be accused in the future
just as it has been in the
past,” he added.

BJC trustee Talat
Mamun said media workers
are so divided and the
institution so fragmented
that even a hawkers
association has far greater
organisational capacity, as
they are able to press their

demands -~ something
journalists cannot do.

In the keynote paper,
BJC  executive  Milton
Anwar said the Reform
Commission submitted its
report to the chief adviser
on March 22, when the
chairman, Kamal Ahmed,
mentioned  that some
recommendations could be
implemented immediately.

The immediately
implementable proposals
were submitted separately
within two days, but in
the past five months
no progress has been
made. Instead, he noted,
implementation has moved
in the opposite direction.

“Instead of establishing
a National Media
Commission, the
government reconstituted
the Press Council, which
the commission’s proposal
had recommended for
abolition.”
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following post on a contractual basis:

Memo No: 27.29.0000.082.011.10.25.247

Job Opportunity

Northern Electricity Supply PLC (NESCO) is a State Owned Company (SOC), responsible for distributing electricity
across the distinctive parts of Rajshahi and Rangpur divisions, encompassing 16 districts. Established in August 2005
and commencing commercial operations since October 2016, NESCO has significantly contributed to the region's
power distribution, ensuring relisble & unimerrupted electricity supply 1o its customers. Now, NESCO invites
applications from eligible candidates from the bona fide citizens of Bangladesh for immediate appointment for the

Date: 31.08.2025

SL Name of the Post

NESCO Pay Grade

Basic Salary

No. of Post

Age

Ll Managing Director

Grade-1

Tk. 1,75,000¢- 01

Between 50-62 years of
age as on 01/0972025

to 15/09/2025 (upto 5.00 PM).

GD-1908

The details of the circular will be available in official website (https:/www.nesco.gov.bd) and career site
(bttps:/icareer.nesco.gov.bd) of NESCO. Online application should be submitted from 01/09/2025 (9.00 AM)
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Most. [smat Ara
Company Secretary
Email: esiinesco.gov.bd
Phone; 01713-850768
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Doctors at BMU said
hundreds of thousands

of people suffer each year
from complex conditions
such as road accidents,
strokes, neurological
diseases, spinal injuries,
and long-term disabilities.

L ong term
rehabilitation  treatment,
they said, is often difficult
and expensive. Many of
those injured in the July
uprising had to be sent
abroad due to the lack of
advanced robotic therapy
in the country.

In this context,
establishing a fully
functional, sustainable,
and modern  robotic
rehabilitation system was
crucial.

Prof MA  Shakoor,
chairman of  Physical
Medicine and

Rehabilitation at BMU, said
the centre has a total of 15
types of robots. He noted
that if a patient begins
rehabilitation immediately
after a stroke, recovery

BJC Member Secretary
[lias Hossain conducted the
discussion.

Among others, Dhaka
Journalist Union president
Md Shahidul Islam, Dhaka
Reporters’ Unity secretary
Mainul  Hasan  Sohel,
president of Bangladesh
Nari Sangbadik Kendra
Munima Sultana, journalist
Hasnain Khurshed,
Jagannath University
assistant professor Minhaz
Uddin, and BBC Media
Action country director Md
Al Mamun also spoke.
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FROM PAGE 3
journalists -- were reported
as arrested under the Anti-
Terrorism Act while in
police custody.

The MSF report warned
that unless the security
and independence of the

media are guaranteed,
the country’s democratic
future will remain in
jeopardy.

Although political

violence decreased slightly
in August 2025, internal
conflicts within parties
and attacks by criminal
clements continued.
Rising disputes within
the BNP led to casualties
and heightened public
insecurity and fear.

MSF data showed that
49 incidents of political
violence  affected 549
people, resulting in (wo

deaths and 547 injuries.
Additionally, 16 attacks
by  criminal elements
targeted political leaders
and activists, leaving seven
dead and nine injured.

The report also
documented 349 cases of
violence against women
and children, slightly fewer
than the previous month.
These included 47 rapes, 19
gang rapes, and four cases
of rape followed by murder,
with nine victims being
disabled girls or women.
A further 24 attempted
rapes, 21 incidents of
sexual harassment, and
94 cases of physical abuse
were recorded. During the
month, 41 individuals
16 adolescent girls and 25
women -- died by suicide.

At least 38 incidents of
mob violence occurred in

August, down from 51 in
July. These attacks resulted
in 23 deaths and 43 serious
injuries, with 22 injured
handed over to the police.

The MSF report
highlighted that concerns
over law  enforcement
misconduct remain high,
alongside continuing
attacks on minorities.

Fatalities at the border
persisted, with Bangladeshi
citizens suffering deaths
and abuse at the hands
of Indian nationals, while
pushback incidents were
also reported.

The organisation has
strongly urged the relevant
authorities to guarantee
political participation,
peaceful assembly,
freedom of expression,
equality, and the safety of
all citizens.
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Country’s first robotic

takes less time whereas
starting two years later
offers a slim chance of
returning to normal life.

“If a person begins
this robotic therapy after
their acute attack has
stabilised, we believe they
could recover within three
months,” said Shakoor, also
the centre’s focal person.

Mohammad Abu Naser,
deputy director (hospital)
of BMU, said once the
trial period ends and
formalities, including
equipment registration
with the DGDA, are
completed, the centre will
open to the general public.

He said it will be able to
serve 50 people daily.

Prof Sayedur Rahman,
special assistant to the
chief adviser for the health
ministry; Saidur Rahman,
secretary of the Health
Services Division; Yao Wen,
Chinese ambassador to
Bangladesh; and BMU Vice
Chancellor Prof Shahinul
Alam were also present at
the inaugural event.
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