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and communication 
development organisation 
SoMaSHTe, was attended 
by leaders of journalist 
associations and 
representatives of legal aid 
groups, Unesco said in a 
statement.

Journalists facing 
harassing lawsuits or other 
professional challenges can 
now seek legal and advisory 
assistance through the 
hotline +8809617356868.

The Desk will collect 
information, connect 
journalists to legal aid 
organisations, and, when 
required, link them with 
services available in their 
districts or regions.

“Unesco is committed 
to safeguarding press 
freedom and ensuring 
the safety of journalists. 
Journalists play a vital role 
in upholding democracy 
and accountability. This 
Desk will ensure immediate 

support for them,” Vize 
said.

Bangladesh Federal 
Union of Journalists (BFUJ) 
Acting President and Press 
Council Member Obaidur 
Rahman Shaheen and DRU 
President Abu Saleh Akon 
also spoke.

It was also announced 
that Bangladesh Legal 
Aid and Services Trust 
(BLAST) would cooperate 
in providing legal support 
through the Desk.
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Man sent 
to jail over 
abduction, 
rape of girl
Victim rescued in Ctg

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Benapole

A Jashore court yesterday 
sent a man to jail in a case 
filed over the abduction 
and rape of a schoolgirl 
four months ago.

Jashore Senior Judicial 
Magistrate Bornali Rani 
passed the order after police 
produced the accused Billal 
Hossain, 50, before the 
court, said Zahidul Islam, 
sub-inspector of Kotwali 
Police Station and the 
investigating officer.

Billal gave a confessional 
statement under Section 
164 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure.

Police rescued the girl 
and arrested Billal from 
the Pahartali area in 
Chattogram on Friday night 
before bringing him back to 
Jashore, Zahidul said.

Billal from Kishoreganj 
had been working as a 
gardener in Jashore and 
lived with his wife in 
Arabpur union.

The victim’s father filed 
a case against him on 
April 11 with Kotwali Police 
Station.

According to the case, 
around 11:00am on April 
8, when the girl was on her 
way to school, Billal picked 
up the seventh-grader on 
his easy bike and took her 
to an unknown location.

After a search, the 
victim’s family could not 
find her and filed the case.

In the case, her father 
said Billal used to visit their 
house occasionally. Later, 
the family learnt that Billal 
had abducted her.

SI Zahidul said Billal kept 
the girl captive and raped 
her. At one point, the girl 
conceived. She is now three 
months pregnant. The 
victim has been rescued 
from Chattogram and 
handed over to the family.

Potato farmers in Rajshahi are facing losses due to excess production and a shortage of cold storage facilities. 
With prices dropping to Tk 7-8 per kg at harvest, many were forced to sell at a loss. Now, ahead of the new 
planting season, farmers are buying potatoes from cold storages at Tk 600-650 per maund, while a large portion of 
wet and spoiled potatoes is being discarded. The photo was taken at a cold storage in Mohanpur upazila recently. 
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DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

KDA avenue, one of Khulna city’s 
busiest and most developed roads, 
has long been blighted by an 
ongoing problem -- it has served as 
an open garbage dumping site for 
the past 15 years.

Every day, thousands of residents, 
commuters, students, and business 
owners endure the stench and 
pollution caused by the rotting 
garbage. The foul odour stretches 
from Shibbari Mor to MM City 
College, affecting at least 100,000 
people who traverse the area daily. 

The affected stretch is lined 
with commercial establishments, 
over a dozen banks, high-rise 
buildings, more than fifteen clinics 
and diagnostic centres, a private 
university and hospital.

Garbage is brought in 
continuously throughout the day, 
often by vans operated by NGOs, 
and dumped by the roadside. The 
city corporation trucks collect 
the waste three times daily, but 
the ever-increasing volume often 
spills onto the road, worsening the 
stench and causing traffic jams.

“It has become a part of our 
daily life,” said a local shopkeeper, 
Touhid Tuhin. “We hold our noses 
and keep going… Nothing changes.”

Abu Mollah, who runs a tea stall 
right opposite the dumping site, said, 
“Nobody wants to sit near this stench. 

KCC doesn’t clean regularly. When it 
rains, the situation gets worse.”

According to the conservancy 
department of KCC, the corporation 
currently collects around 800 tonnes 
of the 1,200 tonnes of household 
waste generated daily in Khulna. 

Much of it is dumped in open 
spaces, alleged locals. Waste from 
26 Secondary Transfer Stations 
(STS) is often seen scattered around 
those plants.

To address this crisis, KCC has 
initiated a modern waste-to-energy 
project at Shalua in Dumuria upazila, 
around 15 kilometres from the city. 
Once completed, the facility will 
process 375 tonnes of waste daily and 
generate 15 tonnes of bio-fertiliser, 
300 kilowatts of electricity, and 
5,000 litres of diesel, said officials.

The Tk 52.70 crore project under 
the Local Government Engineering 
Department is being funded by the 
Asian Development Bank. However, 
progress on the plant has been slow. 
Only 70 percent work has been 

completed after two deadlines.
According to KCC officials, a 

key hurdle is the lack of available 
land for constructing new STSs in 
strategic areas such as PTI Mor, 
Zilla School, Boyra, and Nirala Mor.

“We have no funding issues,” 
said Md Anisur Rahman, a waste 
management officer at KCC. “But 
we can’t build STS facilities without 
land. If these are established, there 
will be a major improvement in the 
city’s waste management.”

Rafiqul Islam, a KCC worker, 
said waste from wards 19 and 20 is 
dumped at KDA Avenue daily until 
3:30pm. “We used to dump on both 
sides of the road. Now it’s confined 
to one side.”

Garbage van driver Sheikh 
Shafique Ahmed said, “We dump 
waste here in three shifts.”

Contacted, Kohinur Jahan, 
executive magistrate and chief 
conservancy officer, said, “This 
is an important part of the city. 
Under one of our projects, we have 
already started work on nine new 
Secondary Transfer Stations, of 
which three have been completed. 

“As part of this initiative, we 
planned to set up an STS in this 
location under Ward-19. However, 
due to strong opposition from 
locals, it was not possible. Even so, 
we are continuing our efforts to 
find a suitable nearby location to 
establish the plant.”

KDA avenue turns into a 
garbage dumping ground

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Severe erosion of the Akhila River in 
Phulbaria municipal area of Mymensingh 
has put many families at risk of losing their 
homesteads and valuables.

Locals said the erosion intensified during 
this monsoon following excavation of the 
river. 

Nearly two kilometres of 
paved road in the municipality 
have collapsed while an 
electricity pole has tilted 
dangerously. More than a 
hundred riverside houses are 
now under direct threat, said 
Abdullah Mia, a resident of 
Chander Bazar.

Locals alleged that the 
Mymensingh Water Development 
Board (WDB) recently excavated the 
Akhila but cut the banks into steep slopes, 
which caused the soil to collapse with the 
rise of monsoon water.

Several parts of the road from Chander 
Bazar to Aamtoli Bridge have already been 
washed away, forcing the closure of the 
section to traffic. Traders can no longer carry 

their goods and movement has become 
difficult, said Ahmed Ali, a vegetable trader 
from Aamtoli.

Hundreds of people, including many 
students, are now facing severe hardship, 
said Mahmuda Sultana, a seventh grader.

A power distribution pole belonging to 
the PDB has been leaning for the past 15 

days, but no action has been taken, 
locals added.

AKM Lutful Islam, assistant 
engineer of Phulbaria 
municipality, said the steep 
slopes had triggered the 
erosion. 

He said they had contacted 
WDB officials and directed 

them to take proper steps, 
including building guide walls to 

protect the riverside.
SM Abid Hossain, sub-divisional 

engineer of WDB in Mymensingh, said 
they had recently visited the area and some 
initiatives would be taken to contain the 
erosion. He said geo-bags would be placed 
from next month to prevent further damage.

At present, three houses and a mosque at 
Chander Bazar are at risk, he added.

AKHILA RIVER IN M’SINGH

Erosion threatens over 
100 homes in Phulbaria
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