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In this handout photo released yesterday by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine, rescuers conduct search and rescue operations around 
a residential building severely damaged during a large-scale Russian drone and missile attack on Kyiv. PHOTO: AFP

NORTH AMERICA

Climate-driven 
wildfires reversing 
pollution progress
AFP, Washington

Global air pollution is worsening, with the United 
States and Canada experiencing the sharpest 
increases due to record-breaking, climate-
supercharged wildfires that are undoing decades of 
progress, a study said yesterday.

The Air Quality Life Index (AQLI) annual report 
uses satellite data to assess levels of particulate 
matter worldwide, with records dating back to 
1998. It translates concentrations into years of life 
expectancy lost, based on peer-reviewed science.

“I just don’t think this can be repeated enough: 
particulate matter remains the greatest external 
threat to human health on the planet, period,” 

Michael Greenstone, an economics professor at the 
University of Chicago who co-created AQLI, told 
AFP.

“It’s worse than tobacco smoke. It’s worse than 
child and maternal malnutrition. It’s worse than 
road accidents. It’s worse than HIV-AIDS, worse 
than anything in terms of losses.”

According to the report, Canada’s catastrophic 
2023 wildfire season drove a more than 50 percent 
rise in particulate levels compared to 2022, while 
the United States saw a 20 percent increase.

Although the data currently only extends until 
2023, the trend is likely to have continued as both 
countries face intensifying wildfire seasons, driven 
by warming temperatures and drought fueled by 
human-caused greenhouse gas emissions.

The year 2025 already ranks as Canada’s second 
worst wildfire season.

“The very surprising finding to me is that in parts 
of the world, certainly Canada, certainly the US and 
it looks like parts of Europe as well, air pollution is 
like the zombie that we thought we had killed, and 
now it’s back,” said Greenstone.

While the most polluted counties in the US have 
historically been found in California, that’s now 
shifting to states downwind of Canadian wildfires 
including Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio but 
also further south.

More than half of Canadians breathed air with 
pollution above their national standard of 8.8 
micrograms per cubic meter -- a dramatic shift from 
less than five percent in the previous five years.

SEP 3 PARADE IN BEIJING

Putin, Kim to 
attend parade in 
show of defiance 
to West
REUTERS, Beijing

Russian President Vladimir Putin and North 
Korea’s Kim Jong Un will attend a military parade 
in Beijing, marking the first public appearance of 
the two leaders alongside President Xi Jinping in a 
show of collective defiance amid Western pressure. 

No Western leaders will be among the 26 
foreign heads of state and government attending 
the parade next week with the exception of Robert 
Fico, prime minister of Slovakia, a European 
Union member state, according to the Chinese 
foreign ministry yesterday.

Against the backdrop of China’s growing 
military might during the “Victory Day” parade on 
September 3, the three leaders will project a major 
show of solidarity not just between China and the 
Global South, but also with sanctions-hit Russia 
and North Korea. 

Russia, which Beijing counts as a strategic 
partner, has been battered by multiple rounds of 
Western sanctions imposed after its invasion of 
Ukraine in 2022, with its economy on the brink 
of slipping into recession. Putin, wanted by the 
International Criminal Court, last travelled in 
China in 2024. 

North Korea, a formal treaty ally of China’s, 
has been under United Nations Security Council 
sanctions since 2006 over its development of 
nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles. Kim last 
visited China in January 2019. 

Those attending the parade marking the formal 
surrender of Japan during World War II will 
include Belarus President Aleksandr Lukashenko, 
Iran’s President Masoud Pezashkian, Indonesian 
President Prabowo Subianto and South Korea’s 
National Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik, said 
Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister Hong Lei at a 
news conference.

Famine in Gaza a ‘man-made crisis’
Say all UNSC members, except US; Israeli forces arrest 12 Palestinians 

across the occupied West Bank
AGENCIES

All United Nations Security Council members, 
except the United States, on Wednesday said 
the famine in Gaza was a “manmade crisis” 
and warned that the use of starvation as a 
weapon of war is banned under international 
humanitarian law.

In a joint statement, the 14 council members 
called for an immediate, unconditional 
and permanent ceasefire, the release of all 
hostages held by Hamas and other groups, a 
substantive surge of aid throughout Gaza, and 
for Israel to immediately and unconditionally 
lift all restrictions on aid delivery.

“Famine in Gaza must be stopped 
immediately,” they said. “Time is of the 
essence. The humanitarian emergency must 
be addressed without delay and Israel must 

reverse course.”
Gaza City and surrounding areas are 

officially suffering from famine, and it 
will likely spread, a global hunger monitor 
determined last Friday. The Integrated 
Food Security Phase Classification system 
said 514,000 people - nearly a quarter of 
Palestinians in Gaza - are experiencing famine 

and that is due to rise to 641,000 by the end of 
September, reports Reuters.

At a UN Security Council meeting on Gaza 
on Wednesday, acting US Ambassador to the 
UN Dorothy Shea questioned the credibility 
and integrity of the IPC report, saying it 
“doesn’t pass the test on either.”

“We all recognize that hunger is a real 
issue in Gaza and that there are significant 
humanitarian needs which must be met. 
Addressing those needs is a priority for 
the United States,” she told the 15-member 
council.

Since dawn yesterday, Israeli forces 
arrested 12 people across the occupied West 
Bank, targeting journalists, reform activists, 
and freed prisoners amid intense raids and 
home invasions, according to the Palestinian 
Prisoners’ Media Office (ASRA).

‘If Indians 
don’t budge, 
Trump won’t’
US adviser’s new 
trade warning to 
New Delhi
NDTV ONLINE

Donald Trump’s top 
economic adviser has 
warned that if India fails 
to curb its Russian crude 
trade, the US President 
will not ease his stance 
on Washington’s punitive 
tariffs on Indian imports. 

US National Economic 
Council Director Kevin 
Hassett called trade 
negotiations with New Delhi 
“complicated”, as he accused 
India of “intransigence” 
in opening its markets to 
American products. 

“If the Indians don’t 
budge, I don’t think 
President Trump will,” he 
said. The United States 
on Wednesday doubled 
tariffs on Indian goods to 
a staggering 50 percent, 
highest for any country 
other than Brazil. 

Hassett said trade 
negotiations with India were 
“complicated”, claiming 
part of it “has been tied to 
the pressure we’ve been 
trying to put on Russia in 
order to secure a peace 
deal and save millions of 
lives. And then there’s the 
Indian intransigence about 
opening their markets to 
our products.”

Linking India-US trade 
negotiations to a marathon, 
Hassett said talks require 
a long-term outlook and 
acceptance of “ebbs and 
flows” before New Delhi and 
Washington reach the final 
position.


