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Parents among 3 
held for teenage 
daughter’s murder
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Police have arrested the parents and brother-
in-law of a teenage girl, following her murder. 
The three are now facing murder charges.

The victim was allegedly strangled 
to death by her family members on 
the night of August 20 in Patuakhali’s 
Bauphal upazila, following an altercation 
regarding her relationship with a local 
youth, said Patuakhali Senior Assistant 
Superintendent of Police (Bauphal circle) 
Arif Muhammad Shakur.

While briefing reporters around 8:15pm 
on Wednesday, the police officer confirmed 
that the arrests were made on August 26.

The arrestees -- including the 14-year-
old’s father Nazrul Islam, mother Amena 
Begum, and brother-in-law Kamal Hossain 
-- admitted to killing her during primary 
interrogation, said Shakur.

He added that the arrestees were 
produced before a local court on 
Wednesday, where they also gave 
confessional statements under section 164.

Md Atikul Islam, officer-in-charge 
(investigation) of Bauphal Police Station, 
said that locals on August 23 found the body 
from a canal, which is one kilometre away 
from their house in Konakdia. Following 
the recovery, Nazrul himself filed a case 
accusing unidentified persons of abducting 
and killing his daughter, he added.

He said, “During investigation of the 
case, we had suspicions about the case. 
After gathering evidence and questioning 
suspects, we confirmed that the victim’s 
parents and brother-in-law were directly 
involved in the killing.”

Police official Atikul told The Daily Star 
that on the night of August 20, the victim 
got into an argument with her family over 
her relationship. At one stage, her parents 
and brother-in-law strangled her to death. 
Later, they dumped her body in the canal.

HABIGANJ-SHAYESTAGANJ

Illegal sand trade 
damaging road

MINTU DESHWARA

If you travel along the Habiganj-
Shayestaganj road, particularly near 
the Sudiakhal area, you will see large 
piles of sand stacked on the roadside. 

Locals allege that certain 
individuals have been illegally 
extracting and selling this sand 
without government permits. 

They claim that the stockpiling 
of sand has caused severe damage 
to the Habiganj-Shayestaganj road, 
turning it into a deadly stretch prone 
to frequent accidents. 

Residents are now demanding 
that the administration launch an 
immediate drive to remove these 
illegal depots. 

During a visit, this correspondent 
found sand heaped along the 
Sudiakhal section of the 
regional road. The sand is 
dredged from the other 
side of the road and 
later transported across 
Habiganj on tractors. 

Locals blame these 
overloaded tractors for 
damaging the road. 

According to sources, 
the business is run by a man 
named Nazim Ahmed. 

One resident, requesting 
anonymity, said Nazim operates 
alongside an influential syndicate. 
Out of fear, locals avoid speaking 
against them publicly, though anger 
over the issue is widespread. 

Faruk Ahmed, a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw driver, said, “Sand is often 
loaded onto tractors. This has broken 

several spots on the road, and a major 
accident could happen anytime.” 

Residents of Chunarughat 
added that the illegal extraction 
continues “right under the nose of 
the authorities,” undermining both 
environmental and institutional 
integrity. 

Pedestrian Minhaj Mia said, 

“Accidents frequently 
happen here. On rainy 

days, when sand mixes 
with rainwater, the risk 

increases. We want this illegal 
sand business removed.” 

Local resident Alamgir Mia noted 
that an illegal depot has been built 
beside the road for easier transport, 
disrupting traffic. 

He added that indiscriminate 
dredging is altering riverbeds and 
worsening erosion. 

Although Nazim Ahmed admitted 
to running the sand trade without 

permission, he denied causing 
damage to the road. “I am not involved 
in these things [damaging the road]. 
Some people are doing this to tarnish 
my reputation,” he said.

Tofazzal Sohel, a member of the 
central executive committee of 
Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon (BAPA) 
and general secretary of Habiganj 

BAPA, told The Daily Star, “Unplanned 
sand extraction is collapsing canal 
banks and cutting into farmland and 
tea gardens. Bamboo groves, trees, 
and homes near canals are also at 
risk. The sand sold on the roadside 
is causing many accidents. Without 
urgent government action, both 
accidents and environmental disasters 
will worsen.”

Shayestaganj Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer Pallab Hom Das said, “I am 
not aware of the matter. Necessary 
measures will be taken immediately 
after investigating the issue.”

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday submitted two 
compliance reports to the High Court stating that 
1,500 to 2,000 unidentified individuals have been 
sued over the large-scale looting of stones from 
Sada Pathor, a major tourist site in Bholaganj of 
Sylhet’s Companiganj upazila.

The case was filed on August 15 with 
Companiganj Police Station under the Mineral 
Resources Act and relevant sections of the Penal 
Code, according to a report from the secretary of 
power, energy and mineral resources ministry.

In another report, the Sylhet deputy 
commissioner said 50 lakh cubic feet of stone 
and 11 lakh cubic feet of sand have already been 
reinstated at the Bholaganj stone quarry. 

Over 1500 sued 
for looting stones 
from Sada Pathor
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COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday ordered the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC) to freeze 120 
bank accounts owned by former land minister 
Saifuzzaman Chowdhury, his family members, 
and their beneficiaries over corruption allegations 
brought against them.

The former land minister and others deposited 
Tk 44,24,70,965.87 in these accounts.

Judge (in-charge) Md Ibrahim Miah of the 
Dhaka Metropolitan Senior Special Judge’s Court 
passed the order after ACC Deputy Director Md 

Freeze 120 bank 
accounts of ex-
land minister
Court passes order

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Aarti Pal makes malsha (traditional clay bowls), a staple household item made by artisans of Kumar Para. Each 
bowl is sold to traders across Khulna and beyond at a wholesale price of Tk 5–7. The photo was taken in the 
Palpara area of Sharafpur union yesterday.
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Ancient printing press 
left to decay in M’singh

MD AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

The remains of a printing press, 
believed to be around 150 years 
old, have been left abandoned for 
decades near Mrittunjoy School in 
Mymensingh.

City residents, researchers, and 
activists are demanding that this 
historic printing press be preserved 
before it is completely destroyed.

In early August, members of the 
Antiquities Preservation Committee -- 
a local group comprising researchers 
and social and cultural activists -- 
found the decaying press left under 
the open sky, with most of its parts 
missing.

Abdul Kader Chowdhury, a member 
of the committee, claimed the press is 
about 150 years old.

Citing The Monthly Sourav, a 
newspaper edited by Kedarnath 
Majumder in Mymensingh’s history, 
archaeology researcher Swapon Dhar 
said Harchandra Roy Chowdhury, 
a zamindar of Sherpur, brought 
the printing press to Mymensingh 
in 1875. Later, Girish Chandra 
Roy Chowdhury, Sreekantha Sen, 
Sreenath Roy, Horikishore Ray, and 
Upendra Kishore Ray from Sherpur 
and Kishoreganj were also involved 
with the press, mainly for literary 
works, he said.

In 1947, Anath Bandhu Guha, 
founder of Mrittunjoy School, also 
used the press, Dhar added.

“After a few years of use, 

responsibility for the press was handed 
over to Maulana Shamsul Huda 
Panchbaghi, an Islamic scholar, social 
reformer, and political leader from 
Mymensingh’s Gafargaon upazila. The 
press continued operating even after 
Bangladesh’s independence, mainly 
printing political leaflets and posters,” 
Dhar said.

However, in an essay titled 
Mymensingher Patrapatrika, published 
in 1987 to mark two centuries of 
Mymensingh town, Prof Abdul Kader 

Khan noted that Mymensingh has a 
rich history of printing presses, many 
of which were established primarily for 
literary works.

Prof Khan wrote that this press 
was brought to Mymensingh from 
Sherpur in 1893. In his essay, he listed 
many names behind the printing 
revolution in Mymensingh, including 
Chandra Kumar Dey, Kali Charan 
Sannayal, Maharaja Suryakanta 
Acharya Chowdhury, Maharaja 
Kamol Krishna Singh, Prasannya 

Chandra Sannyal, Horichandra 
Roy Chowdhury, Boikuntha Soom, 
Durgadas Roy, Madhusudan Sarker, 
Makhon Lal Lahiri, Shibdayal Tribedi, 
Rukkhinikanta Thakur, Moulavi 
Abdul Hamid Khan Yusufjai, Begum 
Korimennesa Khanam, Muslem 
Uddin Khan, Khandakar Nazim Uddin 
Ahmed, Anil Kumar Bandhopadya, 
Gyanendra Prasad Chakraborty, 
SM Nurul Hossain Kashimpuri, 
Jagannath Aghnihotra, Radhanath 
Ghosh, Ramchandra Ananta, Nibaron 

Chandra Das, Akkhoy Kumar 
Majumder, Pandit Umesh Chandra 
Bidhyaratna, and Mujibur Rahman 
Phulpuri, among many others.

Referring to historical evidence, 
Rezaul Karim Aslam, a collector 
of ancient musical instruments 
in Mymensingh, said the design 
of the printing press shows it was 
manufactured by HS Cropper and Co, 
a company established by Henry Smith 
Cropper in the United Kingdom.
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