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Buet is responsible for 
the technological aspects, 
including installing lights, 
control boxes, and related 
infrastructure, while the 
two city corporations 
are handling physical 
installation.

He said the new 
signals will have a dual-
mode system. Manual 
mode: Traffic police can 
control signals via lights 
instead of hand gestures. 
Automatic Mode: Where 
the lights will operate on 
pre-set timers, adjusted 
for peak and off-peak 
hours.

A control box will 
be placed inside nearby 
police boxes. Where 
police boxes are absent, 
alternative arrangements 
will be made, he said.

Cycle times will 
vary by intersection -- 
2–3 minutes for small 
intersections and up to 
5 minutes for large ones. 
Traffic police can also 
input multiple cycle times 
into the control box for 
flexible operation, he said.

“Most road accidents 
occur at intersections 
due to indiscipline,” 
Hadiuzzaman said. “If 
drivers and pedestrians 
follow the signals, 
discipline will be ensured 
-- even if traffic congestion 
remains.”

He emphasised the 
need for a cultural shift 
-- from traffic police to 
drivers and pedestrians 
alike. Dedicated mobile 
teams of trained traffic 
engineers and police will 
also patrol divisions to 
solve problems instantly.

Officials stressed 
that traffic signals 
alone will not solve 
congestion unless certain 

preconditions are met. 
These include strict 
control of jaywalking 
through fencing, zebra 
crossings, footbridges, 
closing of unauthorised 
medians except at 
designated pedestrian 
crossings, and removal of 
illegal and unregistered 
vehicles from primary 
roads.

Disciplined bus 
operations -- stopping in 
queues at designated bays, 
not side by side -- is also 
necessary for reducing 
traffic congestions, they 
said.

Earlier, in the last 20 
years, the authorities 
installed automatic lights, 
countdown timers, digital 
displays, and even AI-
aided systems at major 
intersections spending 
over Tk 119 crore. But 
nothing reduced the 
length of tailbacks.

Ancient printing
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The company produced 
such presses between 
1866 and 1892. The press’s 
nameplate bears the 
inscription PATENT 2403, 
corresponding to a patent 
registered in 1867.

The Cropper press, 
operated by a foot pedal, 
was widely popular for 
small-scale printing 
jobs such as letterheads, 
invitations, programmes, 
business cards, and other 
forms of job printing, 
Aslam added.

Imtiaz Ahmed Tansen, 
member secretary of the 
committee, said they 
submitted an application 
to the Department of 
Archaeology on August 
25 to protect the press, 
as it holds archaeological 
value.

Shankar Basak, 55, who 
lives near the printing 
press, said he has seen 
it abandoned since his 
boyhood.

Nowab Ali, 85, a 
journalist and former 
student of Mrittunjoy 
School, said he saw the 
press in operation as a 
third-grader at the school.

Both, along with other 
residents, demanded 
that the printing press be 
preserved for the sake of 
Mymensingh’s history and 
culture.

Contacted, Sabina 
Yeasmin, field officer 
of the Department of 
Archaeology (Dhaka and 
Mymensingh Division), 
said she has already 
forwarded the application 
to the regional director for 
further action.

3 witnesses testify
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On August 13, the 
complainants of three 
cases -- Deputy Director 
of Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC) Md 
Salahuddin and Assistant 
Directors Afnan Jannat 
Keya and SM Rashadul 
Hasan -- testified before 
the court.

The anti-graft body -- 
between January 12 and 14 
-- lodged six separate cases 
with its Dhaka Integrated 
District Office-1 over 
alleged irregularities in 
the allocation of plots 
under the Purbachal New 
Town project.

The ACC alleged that 
Hasina, in collusion with 
senior Rajuk officials, 
unlawfully secured six 
plots -- each measuring 10 
kathas, in the diplomatic 
zone of Sector 27 of the 
Purbachal New Town 
project for herself, her 
daughter Saima Wazed 
Putul and son Sajeeb 
Wazed Joy; Rehana and 
her son Radwan and 
daughter Azmina despite 

their ineligibility under 
existing regulations.

On March 25, the ACC 
filed six charge sheets 
with the Metropolitan 
Senior Special Judge’s 
Court in Dhaka where 
Hasina was named as a 
common accused in all six 
cases.

The commission has 
listed all accused as 
fugitives.

On April 10, 13 and 
15, the same court had 
issued arrest warrants 
against Hasina, Rehana, 
Joy, Putul, Azmina, 
Radwan and Tulip, along 
with others, after taking 
cognisance of the charges.

On July 1, the court 
ordered the relevant 
authorities to issue six 
gazette notifications 
summoning the 29 
individuals to appear at 
the court.

On July 31, charges 
were framed against 29 
people, including Hasina, 
Rehana, Joy, Putul, Bobby, 
Tulip and Azmina, in their 
respective cases.
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The reinstatement and 
monitoring are ongoing, 
and a list of offenders is 
being prepared, said the 
DC.

The reports were 
submitted to the HC 
through Deputy Attorneys 
General Nur Mohammad 
Azami and Md Ershadul 
Bari Khandakar, in line 
with its August 14 order.

The HC bench of 
Justice Kazi Zinat Hoque 
and Justice Aynun Nahar 
Siddiqua ordered the 
ministry and the DC to 
submit further progress 
reports by October 22.

The bench passed 
the order during the 
hearing of a petition 
filed by Advocate Manzill 
Murshid on behalf of 
Human Rights and Peace 
for Bangladesh, seeking 
necessary orders.

On August 14, the same 
bench had directed the 
government to form a 
five-member committee 
including representatives 
from the Sylhet district 
administration, BGB, and 
Rab to prepare a list of 
those involved in looting 
stones from the Bholaganj 
tourist site and submit it 
within 60 days.

Freeze 120 bank
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Moshiur Rahman, who is 
leading the investigation 
team, submitted an 
application in this regard.

In the application, the 
ACC official said that 
Saifuzzaman and others 
might attempt to transfer the 
money from the accounts at 
any time and from anywhere. 
If they do so, it could hinder 
the investigation into the 
allegations brought against 
them. Therefore, an order 
was required to prevent such 
transfers.

On July 9, the same 
court directed the ACC 
to freeze 26 Beneficiary 
Owner’s (BO) accounts 
owned by Saifuzzaman, his 
family members, and their 
beneficiaries over similar 
corruption allegations.

The former land minister 
and others deposited Tk 
576,08,77,730 in these 
accounts.

On June 22, the same 
court issued a travel ban on 
Saifuzzaman and his wife, 
Rukhmila Zaman, over 
corruption allegations.

On June 12, the UK’s 

National Crime Agency 
(NCA) froze properties in 
the United Kingdom owned 
by Saifuzzaman, reports Al 
Jazeera.

The move follows legal 
requests from Bangladeshi 
authorities to take action 
against assets owned by 
Saifuzzaman, a political ally 
of deposed prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina. Saifuzzaman 
is under investigation by 
Bangladeshi authorities for 
money laundering.

Saifuzzaman owns at 
least 260 properties in the 
UK, for which he has paid at 
least GBP 134.76 million or 
Tk 1,888 crore, according to 
The Daily Star’s calculation 
from company filings 
publicly available on UK 
government websites.

The three-time Awami 
League lawmaker also has at 
least 537 mortgages against 
properties in the UK. A vast 
majority of these properties 
are located in London.

However, his tax returns, 
submitted along with his 
affidavit to the Election 
Commission, state that he 
has no foreign income.

ACC sues Obaidul
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member Ali Ullah Ahmed.
According to the case 

statement, the accused 
abused their authority 
and bypassed several 
critical stages of the 
project. Recommendations 
from foreign experts 
were ignored, while the 
environmental impact 
assessment, feasibility 
study and an independent 
tunnel board were skipped.

As a result, the project’s 
cost rose abnormally, 
causing an estimated Tk 
585.29 crore loss to the 
state exchequer, the ACC 
said.

The commission has 
also formed a three-
member investigation team 
led by ACC Deputy Director 
Mohammad Sirajul Haque, 
with Assistant Director 
Abdul Malek and Assistant 
Deputy Director Anisur 
Rahman as members.
SAIFUL ALAM, 8 

OTHERS SUED OVER 

MONEY LAUNDERING 

Mohammad Saiful Alam, 
chairman of S Alam Group, 
and eight others have been 
sued over allegations of 
embezzlement and money 
laundering involving Tk 
548 crore.

Akhter Hossain, director 
general of the Anti-
Corruption Commission, 
yesterday confirmed that 
the anti-graft body filed 
the case after primary 
investigation.

The other accused 
include Miftah Uddin, 
former EVP of Islami Bank 
Bangladesh; Mohammad 
Monirul Mawla, former 
managing director of the 

bank; Akij Uddin, former 
deputy managing director; 
Md Moshiur Rahman, 
managing director of 
Shob Meher Spinning Mills 
Ltd; Mohammad Shawkat 
Usman, director of Shob 
Meher Spinning Mills Ltd; 
Md Alomash Ali, proprietor 
of Top Ten Trading House; 
Bedarul Islam, proprietor 
of Gold Star Trading 
House; and Nurul Alam, 
proprietor of Alam Trading 
and Business House.

According to the ACC, 
the accused allegedly 
conspired to abuse their 
authority and breach trust 
to commit large-scale 
financial fraud.

The accused allegedly 
embezzled a total of Tk 
548 crore and transferred 
or converted it into S 
Alam Group-affiliated 
companies, committing 
punishable offences under 
Sections 409, 109, and 
420 of the Penal Code 
1860, Section 5(2) of the 
Prevention of Corruption 
Act 1947, and Sections 
4(2) and 4(3) of the Money 
Laundering Prevention Act 
2012.

The documents 
obtained by the ACC show 
that on October 1, 2024, Tk 
521.52 crore was withdrawn 
from Top Ten Trading 
House’s account via debit 
vouchers and deposited 
into the accounts of several 
S Alam Group-affiliated 
companies, including S 
Alam Super Edible Oil Ltd 
and Sonali Traders. The 
ACC alleged that these 
transactions constitute 
a clear case of money 
laundering.
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Cucsu polls
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on September 21, while 
nominations can be 
withdrawn until September 
23. The final list will be 
announced on September 
25, and voting will be held 
on October 12.

A total of 25,752 
students across 14 halls, one 
hostel, and 54 departments 
are eligible to vote.

It’s a national crisis
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safe learning environments, 
formulating a national 
child protection strategy, 
raising awareness of child 
helplines, and encouraging 
responsible media reporting.

“The rising number of 
child rape and sexual abuse 
cases is a national crisis and 
must be addressed through 
a multi-sectoral response. 
Behind every number 
is a child whose life has 
been irreparably harmed 
and a family struggling 
with trauma, stigma, and 
the pursuit of justice. 
Many incidents remain 
unreported or unresolved, 
reflecting systemic failures 
in protecting children,” the 
statement said.

“The future of 
Bangladesh depends on the 
safety and well-being of its 
children. The trauma of an 
unsafe environment hinders 
development and leaves 
lasting impacts. Protecting 
them from violence is not 
optional; it is our moral, 
legal, and national duty,” it 
added.

The organisations called 
for urgent measures to 
ensure all reported cases 
are promptly investigated 
and perpetrators brought to 
justice without delay. 

They stressed the need for 
strict monitoring systems to 
track the progress of the 
cases, expansion of child 
protection social workers, 
and stronger services to 
provide support to survivors, 
such as the Child Helpline 
1098 and Child Protection 
Units (CPU).

They also demanded 
full implementation of 
recent legal amendments, 
including completing 
investigations within 15 days 
and trials within 90 days. 

They also emphasised the 
need for stronger oversight 
of child welfare boards 
at national, district, and 
upazila levels to ensure all 
relevant child protection 
authorities are functioning 
effectively.

For a child-sensitive 
justice system, they urged 
the establishment of child-
friendly courts and legal 
procedures, as well as legal 
aid and comprehensive 
psychosocial support for 
survivors and families.

The groups also called 
for nationwide awareness 
campaigns to challenge 
social stigma, promote 
children’s rights, and 
encourage prompt reporting 
of abuse. 

Community-based child 
protection committees 
should be strengthened to 
detect risks early, respond 
effectively, and intervene 
before abuse escalates, they 
said.

They further demanded 
zero tolerance for 
harassment in educational 
institutions, including 
schools and madrasas, 
as well as confidential 
reporting systems and 
strict disciplinary measures 
against abusive staff. 

A national child 
protection strategy should 
integrate law enforcement, 
education, healthcare, and 
social services to safeguard 

children’s safety and 
dignity, the organisations 
emphasised.

They urged raising 
awareness of helplines 
such as 999 and 1098 
for immediate reporting 
of abuse and called on 
the media to report 
responsibly to avoid victim 
stigmatisation while 
highlighting trials and 
convictions to ensure justice 
and accountability.

ASK data shows that from 
January to July this year, 
306 girls were reportedly 
raped, up from 175 cases 
during the same period 
in 2024. Among them, 49 
victims were between 0 
and 6 years old, while the 
rest were between 7 and 17. 
Cases were not filed in 152 
instances, leaving many 
victims outside the justice 
system. The statement 
warned that the actual 
number of cases is likely 
much higher, as many cases 
remain unreported. 

Citing Bangladesh Mahila 
Parishad data, it noted that 
60 percent of all rape cases 
involve children under 18.

Boys are also victims, 
with ASK recording 30 cases 
during this period, though 
the true figure is believed 
to be much higher, the 
statement also said. 

The statement was 
signed by Shaheen Anam, 
executive director of MJF; 
Suman Sengupta, country 
director of Save the Children 
in Bangladesh; and Kabita 
Bose, country director 
of Plan International 
Bangladesh.

Service barriers
FROM PAGE 3

Sharing his experience, 
Mahmudul Hasan, a 
winner from last year’s 
Climate Justice Idea 
Competition, said under 
existing government 
regulations, an individual 
under 18 cannot obtain 
a trade licence or open a 
bank account. 

“These are big problems 
for the country’s young 
aspiring entrepreneurs to 
sustain,” he said, adding 
that while ideas come 
easily, existing systems 
make it complicated to 
turn them into action.

Jahra Nanziba, a winner 
of this year’s Youth-led 
Action Research on Green 
and Digital Transformation, 
said their winning idea 
was to produce an “algae 
lime paint”, which is eco-
friendly and non-toxic. 

She said when they 
reached out to people, 
they refused to accept it, as 
theirs was not a well-known 
brand. Finding a suitable 
platform for product 
promotion remains a 
challenge, she added.

Her teammate Kasshaf 
Ahmed explained that the 
paint can be made using 
algae, which is highly 
effective in absorbing 
carbon from the air.

 He also stressed the 
need for mentorship for 
aspiring entrepreneurs to 
sustain themselves in the 
market.

Rouzatul Rummana 
Farabi won this year’s 
Climate Justice Idea 
Competition for presenting 
an idea for a sanitary 
product to ensure hygiene 
in public toilets.

At the roundtable, 
she said her mother was 

initially concerned for her 
safety when she told her 
about the project and asked 
for permission to go to the 
market to collect necessary 
items.

She added that an 
“inflexible academic 
curriculum” also posed 
challenges in running the 
project smoothly.

Shafayet Rahman, 
another winner of 
the Youth-led Action 
Research on Green and 
Digital Transformation, 
highlighted the lack of 
access to financing as a 
major barrier for young 
entrepreneurs. 

He stressed the need 
for integrating innovative 
ideas into government and 
public-private partnership 
initiatives.

Nazmul Ahsan, lead of 
Young People at ActionAid 
Bangladesh, said aspiring 
entrepreneurs should 
sharpen their ideas with 
supply chain considerations, 
marketability, and the 
broader market ecosystem 
in mind. 

Feasibility studies will 
also be necessary, he added. 

Besides, there should 
be social protection and 
insurance mechanisms 
in place for the young 
innovators, he also said.

Rafiqul Alam Khan, 
manager at BYLC Ventures, 
urged young entrepreneurs 
to be patient in their 
journey to success.

SM Fahim Shahriar, 
CEO and co-founder of 
SustainLaunch Labs, also 
addressed the event.

The roundtable was 
moderated by Tanjim 
Ferdous, in-charge of NGOs 
and foreign missions at The 
Daily Star.

We will build modern
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healthcare and health 
insurance for all students, 
and better facilities for 
students with special 
needs.

Other pledges 
cover modernising the 
curriculum, infrastructure, 
and examination 
system; improving 
research opportunities; 
introducing battery-
run shuttle services; and 
providing harassment-free 
administrative services, 
student loans, and campus-
based employment.

The panel also 
promised to promote 
youth engagement in 
constructive activities, 
strengthen cultural and 
sports programmes, 
ensure digital facilities 
with cyber security, create 
a green and animal-
friendly campus, and 
make Ducsu more effective 
while increasing Dhaka 
University’s engagement in 
international platforms.

Among the 65 pledges, 
the JCD panel vowed to 
eliminate the notorious 
practices of guestroom and 
gonoroom (common room) 
culture, forced political 
programmes, repression, 
terrorism, extortion, and 
illegal occupation from the 
campus.

They also promised to 
make the university fully 
residential by constructing 
new halls and ensuring 
that every newly admitted 

student gets “a seat and a 
study table” from day one.
NO DIRECTIVE TO 

INVOLVE ARMY: ISPR

The Inter Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) yesterday 
dismissed reports about 
army deployment in the 
upcoming central student 
union elections at different 
universities. 

In a statement, the ISPR 
said, “No directive has been 
given from the government 
to involve the Bangladesh 
Army in these elections, 
nor will there be any scope 
for such involvement in the 
future.”

The release added 
that the army believes 
the elections can be 
held peacefully and in a 
festive manner with the 
assistance of existing law 
enforcement agencies and 
under the supervision of 
university authorities. 
“Bangladesh Army extends 
its best wishes to all,” it 
said.

When asked about the 
ISPR statement, Chief 
Returning Officer of 
the Ducsu election Prof 
Mohammad Zashim Uddin 
said army assistance may 
be sought if needed to 
ensure security. 

“If the need arises, 
we will request their 
assistance through the 
university administration,” 
he said, adding that as of 
now, there is no reason 
for concern regarding 
security.


