
The Daily Star (TDS): What key 

measures do you recommend 

to ensure the sustainability of 

construction materials during the 

building process, and which areas 

require the most urgent attention?

Razu Ahmed (RA):  We always aim to 
demonstrate ‘sustainability’ through 
contemporary, high-technology 

solutions when it comes to building 
materials. This is particularly crucial 
because the sustainability of building 
materials directly impacts life safety. 
For example, using minimal carbon in 
colour coating electrical cables while 

relying primarily on virgin natural 
compounds for insulation; employing 
calcium-based stabilisers instead of 
lead-based ones; implementing anti-
rodent technologies rather than anti-
termite technology; and using low-
smoke, zero-halogen materials for 
insulation—all of these choices have a 
direct effect on everyday safety. When 
life safety is at stake, it is not merely a 
recommendation—it is a clear warning 
to stakeholders to prioritise sustainable 
building materials, especially for 
electrical applications.

As a leading group in electronics 
and appliances, we have always 
prioritised the manufacturing of safe 
and energy-efficient products. Each of 
our product lines has a dedicated R&D 
team, focused on innovation and the 
adoption of cutting-edge technologies. 
We are very proud that Walton Hi-
Tech Industries PLC has been awarded 
the Green Factory Award 2025 by the 
Ministry of Labour and Employment in 
Bangladesh. 

TDS: What types of products does 
your company offer, and how do you 
ensure they are both fit for purpose 
and aligned with sustainability 
priorities?
RA: In Bangladesh, we were the first 
to introduce highly energy-saving 
air conditioners and BLDC fans, 
and our other products — including 

refrigerators, TVs, compressors, and 
all home and kitchen appliances — are 
designed to be competitive in energy 
efficiency.

A key differentiator is that the 
electrical control systems of all these 
products are powered by our energy-
efficient cables. The secret behind 
these cables is our use of LME Grade 
99.99% pure Australian mine-based 
copper, along with other premium 
virgin materials, manufactured strictly 
in accordance with international 
standards.

This commitment ensures that 

every product we deliver is safe, reliable, 
energy-saving, and aligned with 
sustainability priorities, reinforcing 
our leadership in responsible and high-
quality electronics manufacturing in 
the region.

TDS: What technological 
advancements have you adopted to 
enhance the quality and efficiency 
of your products? What future 
plans do you have for innovation 

and sustainability?
RA: Being a recent entrant in the 
industry has given us the advantage of 
incorporating the latest technologies 
from the outset. The modern definition 
of smart and latest technology 
emphasises on efficiency & ‘go green’ 
concept. All our manufacturing 
machines—from the UCR plant to 
the auto-coiling units—are designed 
to minimise carbon footprint while 
maximising efficiency.

Even the forklifts we use on the 
factory floor are electric. Our process 
integration is carefully designed to 
ensure a seamless, loop-free, and faster 
manufacturing workflow. Automated 
production lines and precision 
machinery maintain consistent product 
quality and minimise human error. 
All our products undergo rigorous 
testing for electrical performance, fire 
resistance, and mechanical reliability. 
Real-time monitoring systems help 
reduce defects and waste, enhancing 
both efficiency and sustainability. 
These advancements enable us to 
deliver products that are safe, durable, 
energy-efficient, and environmentally 
responsible.

TDS: What forms of policy reform 
or government support would help 
make sustainability efforts in the 
construction sector more effective 
and long-lasting?

RA: In the local market, some 
companies are artificially lowering 
material prices (especially for copper, 
which accounts for approximately 75% 
of the BOM cost) by taking advantage 
of reduced VAT and tax facilities. In 
doing so, they often mislead customers 
during sales and purchases, creating 
an uneven playing field for honest 
businesses and causing significant 
financial losses to the state.

It is therefore crucial that the 
government strictly enforces existing 
rules and regulations to ensure 
fair competition. Simultaneously, 
efforts should be made to raise public 
awareness so that customers can make 
informed decisions and choose quality, 
compliant, and sustainable products.

We are proud to share the good 
news that our cables are already being 
exported to many countries, reflecting 
the global trust in our quality and 
reliability. 

To expand further and compete 
with international brands, we now look 
forward to government support in the 
form of export incentives, uniform VAT 
and tax policies, and recognition for 
sustainable manufacturing practices. 
With these facilities, we can strengthen 
our presence worldwide while 
contributing more to the national 
economy through foreign exchange 
earnings and green industrial growth.

MANUFACTURING SAFE,
sustainable and energy-
efficient products

All our products undergo 
rigorous testing for electrical 

performance, fire resistance, and 
mechanical reliability. Real-time 
monitoring systems help reduce 

defects and waste, enhancing 
both efficiency and sustainability. 

These advancements enable us 
to deliver products that are safe, 

durable, energy-efficient, and 
environmentally responsible.
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Over the past few years, we have 
introduced several groundbreaking 
green technologies that make our 
lifts both smarter and more efficient.

One of our biggest achievements 
is the adoption of the gearless 
traction system. Compared 
to conventional systems, this 
technology saves between 30 to 40 
percent of electricity. When you 
think about the number of lifts in a 
city like Dhaka, that saving becomes 
enormous—not just in cost, but 
in reduced energy demand for the 
entire country.

Another major advancement 
is our IoT-based Smart Control 
System. This system allows for real-
time monitoring and optimisation 
of lift performance. It can detect 
problems before they become 
serious, ensure smooth operation, 
and provide building managers with 
valuable data to manage energy use 
more effectively.

We’ve also introduced the energy-
regenerative drive technology, 
which is one of the most exciting 
innovations in this field. Essentially, 
when a lift goes down with a heavy 
load, it creates energy—our system 
captures that energy and sends it 
back to the building’s grid, instead 
of wasting it. This way, the lift itself 
becomes a source of reusable energy.

Looking into the future, our 
plans are even more ambitious. We 
are working on solar-powered lift 
systems that can make buildings less 
dependent on the grid, AI-driven 
predictive maintenance that will use 
artificial intelligence to detect faults 
in advance, and electric battery-
powered home lifts, which will make 
vertical movement in residences 
more accessible, especially in areas 
with unstable electricity supply.

Our vision is to create lifts that 
are not only energy-independent 
and user-friendly but also perfectly 
aligned with the urban needs of 
tomorrow.

TDS: What forms of policy reform 
or government support would 
help make sustainability efforts 
in the construction sector more 
effective and long-lasting?
MJUI: The government has a very 
important role to play in making 
sustainability a reality. Private 
companies like Walton can bring 
technology and innovation, but for 

large-scale adoption, we need policy 
support and public awareness.

Firstly, we recommend the 
introduction of green standards 
and certifications for energy-
efficient lifts. This would encourage 
both developers and consumers to 
choose environmentally friendly 
solutions. Secondly, tax exemptions 
and incentives for companies 
adopting eco-friendly technologies 
would make it easier for the industry 
to scale up green innovations.

Equally important are public-
private partnerships in areas such as 

research, training, and development. 
When industry expertise combines 
with government support, the 
results are long-lasting and 
impactful. Finally, awareness 
campaigns about the benefits of 
sustainable lifts could help create a 
stronger demand from the public, 
which in turn will push the market 
towards eco-friendly choices.

With these policy reforms, 
sustainability will no longer be an 
option—it will become the natural 
standard for the construction sector 
in Bangladesh.

Building the Dream of a 
Sustainable Bangladesh
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