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India says US trade talks
FROM PAGE B4

“The longer-term harm 
could be even greater as a 
high tariff could puncture 
India’s appeal as a global 
manufacturing hub.”

The Indian minister 
described US President 
Donald Trump’s policy 
announcements as “unusual”.

“We have not had a US 
president who conducts his 
foreign policy so publicly 
as the current one and 
(it) is a departure from 
the traditional way of 
conducting business with 
the world,” Jaishankar said.

He also said Washington’s 
concern over India’s 

Russian oil purchases was 
not being applied to other 
major buyers such as China 
and European Union.

“If the argument is oil, 
then there are (other) big 
buyers. If argument is 
who is trading more (with 
Russia), than there are 
bigger traders,” he said.

Shahjalal Islami Bank recognised 
by BB in sustainability rating
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Shahjalal Islami Bank PLC has been 
honoured by the Bangladesh Bank 
(BB) at the “Sustainability Rating 2024” 
in recognition of its commendable 
progress and excellence across various 
indicators of banking activities in 2024.

Ahsan H Mansur, governor of 
the Bangladesh Bank, presented the 
certification to Mosleh Uddin Ahmed, 
managing director of Shahjalal Islami 

Bank PLC, at a ceremony held at 
the BB headquarters in the capital’s 
Motijheel on Wednesday, according 
to a press release.

Bangladesh Bank has been 
conferring this award since 2020, 
based on categories, including 
Sustainable Finance, Green Refinance, 
Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR), Core Banking Sustainability, 
and Banking Services.

The press release also stated that 

such prestigious recognition from BB 
will further accelerate Shahjalal Islami 
Bank’s activities and strengthen its 
relationship with customers.

Among others, Nurun Nahar, 
deputy governor of the central bank; 
Manoj Kumar Howlader, executive 
director; Chowdhury Liakat Ali, 
director of the Sustainable Finance 
Department; and MM Saiful Islam, 
deputy managing director of Shahjalal 
Islami Bank PLC, were also present.

Mosleh Uddin Ahmed, managing director of Shahjalal Islami Bank PLC, receives a certificate from Ahsan H 
Mansur, governor of the Bangladesh Bank, at the BB headquarters in the capital’s Motijheel last week.
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Prime Bank holds training on AML 
& CFT compliance in Sylhet
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Prime Bank PLC recently organised 
a daylong training programme on 
“Anti-Money Laundering (AML) 
and Combating the Financing of 
Terrorism (CFT) Compliance” in 
Sylhet.

A total of 155 participants, 
including all branch heads and 
branch anti-money laundering 

compliance officers from 23 branches 
in the Sylhet region, took part in the 
programme.

Md Ziaur Rahman, deputy 
managing director and chief anti-
money laundering compliance officer 
of Prime Bank PLC, presided over 
the programme as the chief guest, 
according to a press release.

Rahman delivered an insightful 
address to the participants.

Md Rayhanul Islam, additional 
director of the Bangladesh Financial 
Intelligence Unit (BFIU), attended the 
event as a resource person and shared 
his expertise on strengthening 
compliance practices in the banking 
sector.

Md Humayun Kabir, head of the 
Sylhet region at the bank, was also 
present, along with other senior 
officials.

Md Ziaur Rahman, deputy managing director and chief anti-money laundering compliance officer of Prime Bank 
PLC, poses for group photographs with participants of the training programme on “Anti-Money Laundering and 
Combating the Financing of Terrorism Compliance” in Sylhet recently. PHOTO: PRIME BANK

Dhaka Bank, Mastercard launch co-branded 
credit card for IAB members

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Dhaka Bank PLC, in 
collaboration with Mastercard, 
has launched a co-branded credit 
card for members of the Institute 
of Architects Bangladesh (IAB).

Designed to cater to the 
professional and lifestyle needs 
of architects, the new card offers 
a wide range of privileges across 
travel, dining, lifestyle, and 
banking services.

AKM Shahnawaj, managing 
director (current charge) 
of Dhaka Bank PLC; Syed 
Mohammad Kamal, country 
manager for Bangladesh at 
Mastercard; and Abu Sayeed M 
Ahmed, president of the Institute 
of Architects Bangladesh, jointly 
inaugurated the card in Dhaka 
recently, according to a press 
release.

Shahnawaj stated, “This 
initiative will provide architects 
with tailored financial and 
lifestyle privileges that enhance 
their professional and personal 

journeys, both at home and 
abroad.”

Ahmed remarked, “The new 
card will enable our members 
to enjoy unique benefits that 
complement their lifestyle as 
professionals and individuals.”

Kamal added, “This 
new initiative underscores 
Mastercard’s commitment to 
delivering innovative financial 
solutions for professionals in 
Bangladesh, empowering them 
to pursue their aspirations with 

greater convenience, flexibility, 
and peace of mind.”

The new card comes with an 
annual fee waiver for the first 
three years, along with a renewal 
fee waiver upon making 18 
transactions annually.

Cardholders will receive 
exclusive services from the 
Dhaka Bank Card Experience 
Centre and can also opt for up 
to three free supplementary 
cards.

Combining the convenience 
of dual currency and contactless 
facilities, the card ensures 
seamless transactions worldwide, 
both online and at Mastercard 
POS terminals and ATMs.

Masud Ur Rashid, general 
secretary of the IAB; Md Shafiul 
Azam Shamim, secretary of 
publication and publicity; Md 
Mostaque Ahmed, deputy 
managing director of the 
bank; Akhlaqur Rahman, 
deputy managing director; HM 
Mostafizur Rahaman, senior 
executive vice-president and 
head of retail business; Zakia 
Sultana, director of Mastercard; 
and Jubaer Hossain, lead of 
merchant and commerce, along 
with senior officials from the 
participating organisations, 
were also present.

AKM Shahnawaj, managing director (current charge) of Dhaka Bank PLC; Abu Sayeed M Ahmed, 
president of the Institute of Architects Bangladesh, and Syed Mohammad Kamal, country manager for 
Bangladesh at Mastercard, jointly inaugurate the co-branded credit card in Dhaka recently.
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Jamuna Bank 
among BB’s top  
10 sustainable 
banks in 2024
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Jamuna Bank PLC has been recognised among the Top 
10 Sustainable Banks of 2024 by the Bangladesh Bank 
(BB) for the third consecutive year, in acknowledgment 
of its sustainable and green financing initiatives, robust 
financial foundation, expanded service network, and 
diversified CSR programmes aimed at improving the 
quality of life of marginalised communities.

Ahsan H Mansur, governor of Bangladesh Bank, 
presented a certificate to Mirza Elias Uddin Ahmed, 
managing director and CEO of Jamuna Bank PLC, 
at the “Sustainability Rating 2024” event held at the 
BB headquarters in the capital’s Motijheel last week, 
according to a press release.

Expressing his gratitude, Ahmed said: “Jamuna Bank’s 
sustainable and eco-friendly initiatives are not only a 
testament to our social responsibility but also a well-planned 
strategy to strengthen the bank’s financial foundation.”

“We believe that this recognition is more than just an 
award; it reflects our commitment to responsible and 
forward-looking banking.”

Nurun Nahar, deputy governor of the central bank; 
Chowdhury Liakat Ali, director of the sustainable finance 
department; and Mohammad Prashanta Samir, senior 
vice-president of Jamuna Bank PLC, along with other 
senior officials from both organisations, were also present.

Mirza Elias Uddin Ahmed, managing director and CEO of 
Jamuna Bank PLC, receives the certificate from Ahsan 
H Mansur, governor of the Bangladesh Bank, at the BB 
headquarters in the capital’s Motijheel last week.
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Arifur Rahman 
elected chairman 
of Premier Bank

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Arifur Rahman, founding vice-
chairman and entrepreneur 
shareholder of Premier Bank PLC, 
has been elected the new chairman 
of the bank.

The decision was taken at the bank’s 
314th board meeting held last week, 

according to a press release.
Rahman succeeds Mohammad Imran Iqbal, 

son of HBM Iqbal, who stepped down in January 
after leading the board for 26 years. Earlier this 
year, Bangladesh Bank dissolved the seven-member 
board headed by Imran Iqbal, who had assumed 
chairmanship following his father’s departure.

A physician and entrepreneur, Rahman brings 
over four decades of diverse experience across 
healthcare, military medical services, banking, 
and business leadership. 

A graduate of Dhaka Medical College, he built a 
long and distinguished career in Saudi Arabia.

He has been instrumental in promoting 
Bangladeshi human resources abroad, creating 
jobs for millions of workers. 

He also established ventures, including Samorita 
Hospital, The Shoes BD Ltd, Denim Polymer Industries 
Ltd, and Alwayson Network Bangladesh Ltd.


