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Female
candidates
scarce in
Jucsu polls

Only 57 file nominations
out of 276

SAKIB AHMED

Female students of Jahangirnagar
University have long stood at the
frontlines of campus protests, from
the 1999 anti-rape movement to last
year’s mass uprising that toppled
an authoritarian regime. But as
the university prepares for the first
Jahangirnagar University Central
Students’ Union (Jucsu) election in 33
years, many women are stepping back
from the ballot.

The election is scheduled for
September 11 with 11,919 registered
voters, almost evenly split between
men (6,102) and women (5,817). Yet
the number of female candidates
is far lower than that of their male
counterparts.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

CASE AGAINST SAYEDEE

Then would-be
witness accuses
Hasina, others
of torture

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sukhranjan Bali, who was listed as
a prosecution witness in the crimes
against humanity case against
Delawar Hossain Sayedee, has accused
ousted prime minister Sheikh Hasina
and 31 others of trying to force him to
make a false statement.

In a complaint he filed with the
office of the International Crimes
Tribunal’s chief prosecutor yesterday,
Bali alleged he had been abducted,
tortured and held captive in India for
his refusal to make “false testimony”
against  Jamaat-e-Islami  leader
Sayedee.

He also alleged he was picked up
by law enforcers while on his way to
testify that Sayedee “was innocent”.

The accused in the complaint

SEE PAGE 8 COL 4

US court quashes
Trump’s $464m
civil penalty

REUTERS, New York

In a triumph for Donald Trump,
a New York state appeals court
yesterday threw out a half-billion
dollar penalty while preserving a
fraud case against him, enabling the
US president to rebound from one of
his biggest legal defeats.

The deeply divided decision by the
Appellate Division in Manhattan is
also a defeat for New York Attorney
General Letitia James, one of
Trump’s biggest foes, who he accused
of bringing the civil fraud lawsuit to
advance a political witch hunt and
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The Dhaka North City Corporation is conducting development work, including sewerage upgrades, on Paris Road in Mirpur-11.
However, the sluggish pace has put locals and other road users in serious difficulty.

ASHULIA KILLINGS

Charges Iramed against
ex-MP, DIG, 14 others

Cop pleads guilty, turns approver

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal-2 yesterday
framed charges against 16 people, including
former Awami League lawmaker Muhammad
Saiful Islam and former Dhaka range deputy
inspector general (DIG) Syed Nurul Islam, over
the killing of seven people during last year’s
uprising in Ashulia.

According to the charge sheet submitted
in the crimes against humanity case, six of the
victims were set on fire, with one still alive at the
time, on August 5.

After the charges were read out against
eight accused who are currently in custody, the
tribunal asked whether they pleaded guilty.

Seven pleaded innocence, while one, former
sub-inspector Sheikh Abzalul Haque, pleaded
guilty and applied to become an approver.

The three-member tribunal led by Justice
Nozrul Islam Chowdhury accepted his plea
conditionally, Prosecutor Md Mizanul Islam told

RANGPUR MOB KILLING
Cops’ case statement

doesn’t reflect reality

Family alleges distortion

S DILIP ROY

PHOTO: SHARIF SARWAR
A stunning moonglow or burrowing anemone sways like a living flame in the Bay of Bengal off Saint Martin’s
Island. Scientifically known as Anthopleura artemisia, the creature inhabits intertidal zones down to 30 meters,
anchoring in sandy or muddy bottoms. Like other sea anemones, the predator uses stinging cells to capture
crustaceans and fish in a deadly embrace. Despite its viral environmental role of providing refuge for tiny
symbionts and supporting reef food webs, it faces threats from coastal development and habitat degradation.
Beautiful but dangerous, its sting can pack a serious punch, demanding admiration from a safe distance.

reporters.

“The plea was accepted on the condition that
he disclose the full truth about the incident. He
will remain in custody until the case is disposed
of and will testify at an appropriate stage,”
Mizanul said.

Those in custody include: former additional
SP (Savar circle ) Shahidul Islam; former Dhaka
district additional SP Abdullahil Kafi; former
DB inspector Arafat Hossain; former Ashulia
sub-inspectors Arafat Uddin Abdul Malek and
Sheikh Abzalul Haque; former ASI Kamrul
Hasan; and constable Mukul Chokder. All were
present in the dock.

The other accused, including former Dhaka
SP Md Asaduzzaman Ripon, former Ashulia
police OC AFM Sayed, inspectors Muhammad
Masudur Rahman and Nirmol Kumar Das, ASI
Biswajit Saha and Saiful’s aide, Jubo League
leader Rony Bhuiyan, are absconding.

The tribunal has set September 14 for
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GOVT OFFICIALS
Bangladesh,
Pakistan okay

visa-free travel
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Diplomatic and official
passport holders of
Bangladesh and Pakistan
will be able to travel to each
other’s countries without
visas.

A draft agreement to
this effect was approved
yesterday at the weekly
meeting of the advisory
council, chaired by Chief
Adviser Muhammad
Yunus, at his office,
according to a press release
from the cabinet division.

This agreement with
Pakistan will be valid for
five years, said Shafiqul
Alam, the chief adviser’s
press secretary, in a press
briefing yesterday.

At present, Bangladesh
has similar agreements

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1

Better to beg here
than die there

Says traflicking victim on return
from Libya; traflicker posing as
migrant held in Dhaka

MD ABBAS and MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

Nazrul Islam returned home yesterday with scars on his
body and memories of brutal captivity in Libya, where
traffickers and mafias shattered his dream of a better life
in Italy.

“It is better to beg in Bangladesh than to fall into this
death trap -- you will lose yourself and your family,” said
the 36-year-old Nazrul from Jhenaidah, breaking down as
he described his two-year ordeal.

In January 2023, he paid Tk 16 lakh to one Ruhul
Amin, a Bangladeshi broker in Libya, for the journey; Tk 6
lakh came from his savings, with the rest coming from a
loan taken by mortgaging his fertiliser shop.

Upon landing in Libya, Amin took him to a camp at
Benghazi, in what was the beginning of his harrowing
cycle of captivity.

Nazrul was kept in the camp for the following nine
months, with salt water to drink and barely any food.

He was then taken to a torture cell and released only
after his family sent another Tk 4 lakh more.

“I was chained, beaten and starved. For months, I

SEE PAGE 8 COL 4

‘No polls unless our
demands are met’

Says Jamaat after meet at EC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 13th national election will not take place unless the
demands and conditions of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami
are met, said Jamaat Assistant Secretary General Hamidur
Rahman Azad.

“A level playing field is yet to be established in
Bangladesh. Therefore, along with other demands, we
have strongly emphasised that equal opportunities
must be ensured for all, which is still absent,” he told
reporters after a meeting yesterday with the chief election
commissioner.

Asked about the challenges of holding elections in
February next year, he said: “We have no problem with
elections being held in February. From our side, we
had proposed either February or April for the election
timeline. If the government is ready;, it can be done within
this timeline.”

On whether Jamaat would participate in the election
without the Proportional Representation (PR) system, he
said: “We have always been sincere about fair elections.
We sincerely believe this system would be beneficial for
the country and would be the best method to ensure fair
elections.”

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1
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Smart Metering Energy Efficiency Improvement Project
[Installation of Prepaid Gas Meter for TGTDCL]
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The family of Ruplal Robidas, who was beaten to death along with his
nephew-in-law Pradip Lal Robidas by a mob in Rangpur, has alleged
that the case statement prepared by police does not reflect what actually

happened.

According to the family, officers wrote the statement at the police
station and then went to Ruplal’s home to have the document signed by

his widow and plaintiff Maloti Rani Robidas.

Maloti told The Daily Star, “That day I was weeping, overwhelmed
with grief. Some men in plainclothes came and said they were from the
police station. At their request, I signed the case paper.

“I'studied only up to class five, [ don’t understand much. They did not
read the statement to me. Police wrote it themselves.”
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