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Prosecutor
FROM PAGE 4

that the PP sent the judge 
a WhatsApp message two 
days ago, requesting bail 
for the accused in a rape 
case pending in her court. 

On Wednesday, around 
9:00am, Ruhul Amin 
allegedly sent court 
documents and a bundle of 
Tk 50,000 in a bag to the 
judge’s residence through 
an unidentified person. 
The package was handed 
over to her house help, who 
then gave it to the judge.

The judge further 
alleged that the PP had also 
lobbied in favour of the 
accused in several other 
cases.

Calling the complaint a 
“conspiracy” against him, 
Ruhul Amin said, “The 
case in question was filed 
against BNP leaders and 
activists during the tenure 
of the previous fascist 
government. I merely 
informed the judge about 
the matter.”

Ferry services 
suspended 
at Paturia as 
ramp snaps
STAR REPORT

Ferry services at Ghat-4 
of Paturia in Manikganj 
have remained suspended 
since early yesterday after 
a pontoon and ramp were 
washed away by the Padma.

Abdus Salam, deputy 
general manager of 
Bangladesh Inland Water 
Transport Corporation in 
the district, said operations 
came to a halt around 
4:00am when the rope of 
the ramp snapped as Ro-Ro 
ferry attempted to dock.

The pontoon and ramp 
drifted away under strong 
currents before being 
pulled back near the ghat 
with the help of a tugboat.

According to the 
BIWTC official, efforts are 
underway to reinstall the 
structure, but ferry services 
will remain suspended 
until repairs are completed.

Dhaka seeks more trade ties
FROM PAGE 3

Trade between the two 
countries rose to US $865 
million in fiscal year 2024-
25. Bangladesh’s exports 
to Pakistan reached US 
$78 million, up 20 percent 
from the previous year, 
while Pakistan’s exports 
grew by 28 percent.

Since August last year, 
the two countries have 
started direct shipping, 
eased visa and trade 
regimes, and are preparing 
to launch direct flights.

At the meeting, Adilur 
Rahman Khan highlighted 
Bangladesh’s industrial 
progress and growing 
needs. 

Jam Kamal Khan 
expressed Pakistan’s 
interest in collaborating 
through joint ventures and 
mutual investment. He 
called for a shared vision 

to create an economic 
ecosystem that supports 
industrial growth and 
stressed the importance 
of value-added industries 
for revenue generation 
and socio-economic 
development.

He also praised 
Bangladesh’s achievements 
in pharmaceuticals, 
textiles and information 
technology.

Jam Kamal Khan also 
met Dhaka Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(DCCI) President Taskeen 
Ahmed to explore 
opportunities for trade 
and investment. 

He appreciated DCCI’s 
collaboration with 
Pakistani chambers of 
commerce and invited 
Bangladeshi businesses 
to participate in the 3rd 
International Food and 

Agricultural Exhibition 
(FoodAg), to be held in 
Karachi on November 25–
27, 2025.

The discussions covered 
potential cooperation 
in renewable energy, 
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s , 
automotive parts, FMCG, 
IT, and the fashion sector.

Taskeen Ahmed 
suggested enhancing 
bilateral trade through 
delegation exchanges, 
participation in exhibitions 
and knowledge sharing. 
He also highlighted the 
importance of connecting 
SMEs from both countries.

The two sides also 
discussed tariff and non-
tariff barriers and steps 
to improve logistics. The 
meeting ended with a 
commitment to create a 
supportive environment 
for bilateral trade.

50 homes lost to river 
erosion in Jamalpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Erosion by the Old Brahmaputra and 
Jingiram rivers has devoured at least 
50 houses in Jamalpur’s Bakshiganj 
upazila, an official of the Water 
Development Board (WDB) said.

“The houses were washed away by 
the river within 20 to 25 days,” said 
Bakshiganj UNO Masud Rana.

Md Nakibuzzaman Khan, 
executive engineer of Jamalpur’s 
WDB, said, “New projects to protect 
the villages from the river water have 
been submitted, and once approved, 
the work to prevent erosion will 
begin quickly.”

The houses are situated in 
Sheikharchar, Maichenir Char, Bhati 
Kolkihara, Khewarchar, Jagirpara 
and Aulpara under Merurchar 
union; Kushalnagar and Sajimara 
under Nilakshia union; and Airmari, 
Kutuberchar, Bangalpara, Khanpara, 
Char Airmari and Char Kamaler Batti 
areas under Sadhurpara union.

Zahidul Islam Monju, acting 
chairman of Merurchar union 

parishad, said many more houses 
and even public institutions 
remain under threat as erosion has 
intensified in the area.

A farmer, Lutfar Rahman, said, 
“I’ve already moved my belongings 
twice, and now I’m relocating for the 
third time. My homestead is gone, 

and I don’t know where my family 
and I will stay.”

UNO Masud Rana said the 
families affected by the river 
erosion will receive assistance. 
“We are contacting the higher 
authorities to take preventive 
measures,”he said.

Feni univ students block road 
for permanent campus

UNB, Feni

Students of Feni University blocked 
the Dhaka-Chattogram highway 
yesterday to press home their six-
point demand, including permanent 
campus and shuttle bus services.

They took to the street at noon 
at Mohipal in Sadar upazila, halting 
vehicular movement on the highway 
for three hours from 11:00am.

The other demands include 
banning student politics on campus, 
changing the Board of Trustees, 
appointing a VC, and appointing an 
adequate number of teachers and 

other staff.
Maisha Akter, a student of 

the university, said, “Without a 
permanent campus, the UGC may 
place our university on a ‘red list’, 
putting thousands of students amid 

uncertainty.”
Sajidul Islam, another student, 

said they have boycotted classes to 
force the authorities to fulfil their 
demands.

Mentionable, on Wednesday, 
Vice-Chancellor Prof M Jamal Uddin 
Ahmed resigned amid growing 
unrest.

Md Ariful Islam Siddique, 
additional superintendent of Feni 
(Sadar circle), said police dispersed 
the students from the highway with 
a promise to sit with the deputy 
commissioner over their demands.


