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Record number of aid 
workers killed in 2024: UN

AFP, Geneva

A record 383 aid workers were killed in 
2024, the United Nations said Tuesday, 
branding the figures and lack of 
accountability a “shameful indictment” 
of international apathy -- and warning 
this year’s toll was equally disturbing.

The 2024 figure was up 31 percent on 
the year before, the UN said on World 
Humanitarian Day, “driven by the 
relentless conflicts in Gaza, where 181 
humanitarian workers were killed, and 
in Sudan, where 60 lost their lives”.

It said state actors were the most 
common perpetrators of the killings in 
2024.

The UN said most of those killed were 
local staff attacked in the line of duty or 
in their homes.

Besides those killed, 308 aid workers 
were wounded, 125 kidnapped and 45 
detained last year.

“Humanitarians must be respected 
and protected. They can never be 
targeted,” UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said in a statement.

“This rule is non-negotiable and is 
binding on all parties to conflict, always 
and everywhere. Yet red lines are crossed 
with impunity.”

He called for perpetrators to be 
brought to justice.

Provisional figures from the Aid 
Worker Security Database show that 265 
aid workers have been killed this year, up 
to August 14.

“Attacks on this scale, with zero 
accountability, are a shameful 
indictment of international inaction and 

apathy,” said UN aid chief Tom Fletcher, 
head of its humanitarian agency OCHA. 
“Violence against aid workers must end.”

The International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement said 18 of their staff 
and volunteers had been killed so far 
this year “while carrying out their life-
saving work”.

Meanwhile the WHO said 1,121 health 
workers and patients had been killed 
and hundreds injured in attacks across 
16 territories -- though most deaths were 
in Sudan.

OCHA spokesman Jens Laerke said 
“very, very few” people had “ever been 
brought to justice for any of these 
attacks”, with the UN human rights office 
urging countries bring perpetrators to 
account using the principle of universal 
jurisdiction.

Pakistan floods 
toll nears 400
AFP, Bar Dalor

Rescuers and residents resumed searching 
yesterday for survivors as the death toll from five 
days of torrential rain rose to almost 400, with 
authorities warning monsoon downpours would 
continue until the weekend.

Torrential rains across Pakistan’s north have 
caused flooding and landslides that have swept 
away entire villages, leaving many residents 
trapped in the rubble and scores missing.

The National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) said 356 people were killed in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, a mountainous province in 
Pakistan’s northwest bordering Afghanistan, 
since Thursday evening.

Dozens more were killed in surrounding 
regions, taking the toll in the past five days to 
almost 400. Rescuers dug through mud and stone 
in hard-hit Dalori village in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
in the hope of finding survivors and the bodies of 
people missing.

Palestinians salvage items from the rubble of homes destroyed in Israeli strikes on the southern al-Zeitoun neighbourhood 
in Gaza City yesterday. Gaza’s civil defence agency said 31 people were killed by Israeli strikes and fire across the territory 
yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Macron calls Putin 
‘ogre at our gates’
AFP, Paris

French President Emmanuel Macron yesterday 
warned European allies not to trust Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, whom he called “an 
ogre at our gates”.

Macron’s remarks came as Russian and 
Ukrainian presidents Vladimir Putin and 
Volodymyr Zelensky looked set for a peace 
summit after fast-moving talks Monday between 
Donald Trump and European leaders that focused 

on the key issue of long-term security 
guarantees for Kyiv.

“Putin has rarely honoured 
his commitments,” Macron 

told the LCI broadcaster. 
“He has constantly been 
a force for destabilisation. 
He has sought to redraw 
borders to increase his 

power.”
Macron said he did not 

believe that Russia would 
“return to peace”.

Putin, “including for his own 
survival, needs to keep eating”, Macron said. “That 
means he is a predator, an ogre at our gates.”

This did not mean that France would “come 
under attack tomorrow”, Macron said, “but of 
course this is a threat to Europe. Let’s not be 
naive.”

‘India of profiteering on 
Russian oil purchases’

REUTERS, Washington

US Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent yesterday accused India 
of profiteering from its sharply 
increased purchases of Russian oil 
during the war in Ukraine, saying 
Washington viewed the situation as 
unacceptable.

Bessent told CNBC in an interview 
that Russian oil now accounted for 
42% of India’s total oil purchases, up 
from under 1% before the war, and 
contrasted that with longtime buyer 
China, whose Russian oil purchases 
had increased to 16% from 13%.

“India is just profiteering. They 
are reselling,” Bessent said. “What I 
would call Indian arbitrage - buying 
cheap Russian oil, reselling it as 

product has just sprung up during 
the war - which is unacceptable.” 

US President Donald Trump this 
month announced an additional 
25% tariff on Indian goods as 
a punishment for New Delhi’s 
purchases of Russian oil, bringing the 
total additional tariffs announced 
since he took office to 50%.

Trump has credited the Indian 

tariffs as piling pressure on Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to agree 
to work toward ending the war in 
Ukraine, but has stopped short of 
imposing similar tariffs on China 
over its purchases of Russian oil.

Bessent, asked about the Trump 
administration’s failure to move 
ahead with similar tariffs on China, 
said the situation was “completely 
different” given that Beijing was a 
longtime buyer and had not engaged 
in the kind of “arbitrage” done by 
India.

India yesterday temporarily 
suspended an 11% import duty on 
cotton until September 30, a move 
seen as a signal to Washington that 
New Delhi is willing to address US. 
concerns on agricultural tariffs.

Modi to attend 
SCO summit 
in China
Beijing’s top diplomat 
hails ‘positive trend’ 
in ties with India

AFP, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will 
visit China later in August, his security 
chief said yesterday during talks with 
Beijing’s foreign minister in New Delhi.

Modi will attend the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization summit 
opening on August 31 in Tianjin, his first 
visit to China since 2018, Ajit Doval said, in 
public comments at the start of a meeting 
with Beijing’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

“Our prime minister will be visiting for 
the SCO summit,” Doval said, speaking of 
“new energy” in diplomatic ties.

China “attaches great importance” to 
Modi’s visit to the SCO summit, Wang said, 
according to an official translator.

“History and reality proves once again 
that a healthy and stable China-India 
relationship serves the fundamental 
and long term interests of both of our 

countries,” Wang added.
During talks on Monday with 

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, India’s foreign 
minister, Wang said the two countries 
should “view each other as partners and 
opportunities, rather than adversaries or 
threats”.

He pointed to the resumption of 
“dialogue at all levels” and “maintenance 
of peace and tranquility in border areas” as 
evidence bilateral ties were on a “positive 
trend of returning to the main path of 
cooperation”.

The world’s two most populous nations 
are intense rivals competing for influence 
across South Asia, and fought a deadly 
border clash in 2020.


